


From the Pastor’s Desk 
Counting Sheep 
On this fourth Sunday of the Easter season the universal church cele-
brates Jesus as the Good Shepherd. The readings during the Mass have 
implicit and explicit references to the Lord caring for His people like a 
shepherd cares for His flock.  
 

Within the First Reading (Acts 2:14a, 36-41) we hear a message from St. Peter to the lis-
tening crowds in Jerusalem about the sacrificial offering that Jesus made of His life for 
the sake of the people, reminiscent of the shepherd who lays down his life for the sheep 
(John 10:11). The Responsorial Psalm 23 has the famous words of, “The Lord is my Shep-
herd” and speaks of the heartfelt concern that God has for the human race.  
 

In the Second Reading we hear the striking words, “For you had gone astray like sheep, 
but you have now returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls” (1 Peter 2:25). As 
wandering sheep we repent of our former ways and turn back to Christ with a renewed 
vigor. 
 

The Gospel (John 10:1-10) is a teaching moment from Jesus about the flock and His pro-
tective mercy for them. Interestingly Jesus says, “Amen, amen, I say to you, I am the gate 
for the sheep” (John 10:7) which was an anticipation of His later words at the Last Sup-
per, “I am the Way and the Truth and the Life” (John 14:6). Our Lord and Savior desires to 
lead us as proverbial sheep along this journey 
in the world to the green pastures of eternal 
rest. May we lovingly follow after Him so that 
we would be counted among His heavenly 
flock one day.  
 

(P.S. In case you were counting among the 
readings and the verse before the Gospel 
there were nine references to “sheep” at the 
Mass today. Not baaaad!) 
 

Fr. James 
 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. 
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, 
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 
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This Week’s Readings 

Sunday, April 30, 4th Sunday of Easter 
  Acts 2:14a, 36-41/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 (1)/1 Pt 2:20b-25/Jn 10:1-10 
 

Monday, May 1, St. Joseph the Worker 
  Acts 11:1-18/Ps 42:2-3; 43:3, 4/Jn 10:11-18 
 

Tuesday, May 2, St. Athanasius, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 
  Acts 11:19-26/Ps 87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7/Jn 10:22-30 
 

Wednesday, May 3, Sts. Philip and James, Apostles 
  1 Cor 15:1-8/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5/Jn 14:6-14 
 

Thursday, May 4, National Day of Prayer 
  Acts 13:13-25/Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25 and 27/Jn 13:16-20 
 

Friday, May 5, Cinco de Mayo 
  Acts 13:26-33/Ps 2:6-7, 8-9, 10-11ab/Jn 14:1-6 
 

Saturday, May 6 
  Acts 13:44-52/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/Jn 14:7-14 
 

Sunday, May 7, 5th Sunday of Easter 
  Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19 (22)/1 Pt 2:4-9/Jn 14:1-12 ©LPi 
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Centennial Capital Campaign 
Last weekend, many parishioners filled out their commitment 
card at Mass while others took a packet home to give their de-
cision more prayer and reflection. We thank those who stepped 
forward to provide resources for urgently needed new parish 
ministries and to repair and improve our church and school 
facilities. 
 

For those who have not offered a financial commitment, it is 
very important that we have a response from every registered 
household. Please offer your support and eliminate the energy, 
time, and expense to personally contact you. 
 

Thank you!  
 

Father James Peterson Patrick McVary Steve Smith 
Pastor Trustee Trustee 

Eucharistic Adoration 
“I am the good shepherd, says the Lord; 
I know my sheep and mine know me.” 

(John 10:14) 
 

In our chapel we have three beautiful 
stained glass windows, one of which depicts 
Jesus as the Good Shepherd. As I pray in the 
chapel, especially during the day when the 
sun shines through that window and shows 
the vibrant colors, I think about Jesus as our 
shepherd and I get  a sense of peace and 
comfort knowing He is watching over and 

guarding us always. Come and spend some time in adoration. All 
are welcome! 
 

We are looking for more scheduled adorers. We have the follow-
ing open hours: Thursdays at 8:00 am and 6:00 pm, and Fridays 
at 6:00 pm and 7:00 pm. We are also in need of partner adorers 
for many more hours. If you would like to schedule an adoration 
hour, are unable to attend your scheduled hour, or have questions 
about adoration, please call Sandy at 763-789-3246. 

(Practicing) Catholic 
Cut to the Heart 
Everyone who has been married knows this feeling: you’re in the 
midst of a disagreement with your spouse. You’ve really dug in 
your heels. You’re ready to die on this hill. And you have the awful, 
heartbreaking realization that you are wrong. Whatever it is you’re 
arguing about, you’re wrong. You.  
 

So where do you go from here? The only way forward is to own it. 
Fess up. Grab a fork and dig into that humble pie. It makes me 
cringe just to write about it, because it’s the worst feeling. 
 

I use the example of marriage because it’s the one I’m most famil-
iar with — my closest relationship, the one that teaches me the 
most about who I am and who God asks me to be. But this is a 
universal experience, and everyone — single or married, child or 
adult, lay or ordained — knows how badly it feels to realize that 
you’re wrong. You’re human. You messed up. 
 

It is hard to recognize that the Christian life is one of ongoing re-
pentance. It is painful to acknowledge the ways in which we are 
falling short, even as we strive to follow in Christ’s example.  
 

It can, in the words of today’s reading, “cut to the heart.” 
 

But that feeling of despair is what propels forward motion. We 
have to allow ourselves to feel bad, that’s the fertile ground of 
penitence. We are meant to have not just life, but life “more abun-
dantly.” Stasis isn’t the goal. Baptism isn’t the finish line.  
 

Examining our conscience is hard. It cuts to the heart. It cuts to 
the truth.  
 

“Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.” — Acts 2:38 
 

— Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman | ©LPi 
 

Social Justice Ministry 

MN Food Share 
MN Food Share results: $590.30 cash and 233 lbs. of food. We 
are very thankful for all donations; cash donations are especially 
appreciated since the food shelves have higher buying power. 
 

Thank You 
Thank you for your most generous     
support to help aid hunger. The total 
amount collected by IC for Feed My 
Starving Children is $2,649.46! 
 

 



Pastoral Ministry 

Anointing of the Sick 
Individual Anointing of the Sick is available by request — call the 
parish office at 763-788-9062. 
 

Fellowship Sunday 
Join us for Fellowship next Sunday, May 7 in Fellowship Hall af-
ter the 8:00 and 10:00 am Masses. 
 

In Need of Prayer? Please Call Us. 
To add a name to the weekend Mass petitions or the bulletin, 
please call Vicki at 763-788-9062 x 212. For private prayer call 
Larene at 763-789-4246. 
 

Pray for Our Loved Ones Who Have Died 
Especially Patricia Reddick, and all who have died as a result of 
violence. May God grant them everlasting peace and joy in the 
kingdom of heaven. 
 

Pray for All the Sick—Especially:  
Bea Alain · Paul Bona · Tom Botzet · Vickie Botzet · Mike Fleming 

Kathy Fraser · Mary Fredenburg · Shawn Frederixon 
Brian Gourley · Irene Gray · Jim Johnson · Teresa Julkowski 
Len Jurek ·  Marge Klimek · Linda Kosloski · Joan Landberg  

Anna Larson · Steven Lauinger · Coletta Legatt · Tom Leight Sr. 
Janet Mihalik · Shawn Moulzolf · Dianne Redman 

Greg Sery · Martha Stwora · Elaine Thunstrom 
Skippy Viloria · Lois Weyers · all those on our prayer chain 

 

If your name was removed and you would like to continue to be 
on the prayer list please call 763-788-9062 x 212. 
 

“Growing Through Loss” 
Join us for the third week in our series on Monday, May 1 from 
6:45-9:00 pm, at Abiding Savior Lutheran Church 8211 Red Oak 
Drive Mounds View, MN 55112. Paul Johnson, Bereavement Ed-
ucator will cover the topic; Understanding the Characteristics of 
Grief. Each session is complete in itself. Brochures are available 
at all entrances of the church. For more information contact 
Vicki at 763-788-9062 x 212. 
 

Dear Visitor, 
Welcome, we are glad to see you today! Please do not hesitate 
to contact us if you have any questions. Know that we are   here 
for you and that we welcome new members! For more infor-
mation about ICC or to become a member contact Vicki at 763-
788-9062 x 212. 
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Trivia Time! 
Catholic Trivia — Just for Fun! 
Question:  What does it mean if a Mass is offered “pro populo?” 

©LPi 

Answer: This means it is offered for parishioners with no specific intention. 

Faith Formation News 
High School Seniors 
Are you or someone you know graduating this year? We are 
gathering names of students to invite to a Mass on Sunday,   
May 21 when we will recognize and pray for the graduates. 
Please contact Mary Nawrocki, Director of Faith Formation,      
at 763-788-9062 x 210 or mnawrocki@immac-church.org to   
request an invitation. Thank you! 
 

Heggies Pizza Sale  
The Heggies Pizza Sale has begun! Visit 
the parish website at ICCSonline.org or 
visit the parish office Monday through 
Friday during office hours to order your 
pizzas, or call Mary Scott at 763-788-
9062 x 208 to place orders during the week. What a great time 
to stock up on the best frozen pizza! Another way to help us in 
this fundraiser is to take an order sheet to your workplace. 
Heggies is a pizza people love to buy! Sale ends Monday, May 8, 
so order soon! Thank you in advance for your support! 
 

Totus Tuus Registration Is Now Open! 
Totus Tuus (“Totally Yours”) summer programs offer a week      
of faith and fun for kids! A team of college students and semi-
narians will lead a day camp for children entering grades 1-6  
June 12-16 from 9:00 am–2:30 pm, which includes daily Mass, 
faith activities, games and water fun. The evening program for 
youth entering grades 7-12 June 11-15 from 7:30-9:30 pm in-
cludes Eucharistic adoration, confession, hot topics, and social 
time. Cost is $35 per student and $85 max per family and can    
be written off for tax purposes. You can register online at        
ICCSonline.org or call the Faith Formation office at 763-788-
9062 x 210. We hope to see you there! 
 

Please pray for the success of the Totus Tuus program. 
 

Register for the Family Formation Program 
If you have children entering kinder-
garten through grade 6 this fall, please 
consider registering them for the Fam-
ily Formation at-home religious educa-
tion program. This program gives you 
the resources you need to teach your 
children about the faith at home. The 

whole family learns together! The program begins in Septem-
ber. Note:  This is program does not prepare students to receive 
their sacraments. For more information, visit the “Family For-
mation/K-6 page” under “Faith Formation” on the parish web-
site or contact the Faith Formation office at 763-788-9062. 
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Thank you to our sponsors 
Please show your support for your parish by also 
supporting our advertisers. We wouldn’t be able to 
bring you our bulletin every week without them! 
 

Thank Our Advertiser of the Week… 

 

Village Orthodontics 
Dr. Andrew Wahl 

 

850 County Road D West 
New Brighton, MN 55112 

 

612-788-9666 • Discoverbraces.com 

Mass Intentions 

Sunday, April 30 
8:00 am +Lorna Miguel 
10:00 am +Randy & Betty Lou Wilcox 
11:30 am IC Parish 

 

Tuesday, May 2 
7:30 am +Barb Robertson 

 

Wednesday, May 3 
7:30 am +Cliff Shedlov 

 

Thursday, May 4 
7:30 am Fr. James Peterson 

 

Friday, May 5 
7:30 am +Jim Remarke, 
 +K of C Deceased Members 

 

Saturday, May 6 
5:00 pm +George DeBruin, Jr. 

 

Sunday, May 7 
8:00 am +Michael Schneibel 
10:00 am +Virgil Moulzolf 
11:30 am IC Parish 

+Deceased 

Reflections 
Why Do We Do That?—Catholic Life Explained 

Genuflecting & Kneeling 
Question: Does it matter what leg you kneel on when genuflecting? 
 

Answer:  Genuflection is an act of devotion that literally means “to bend the 
knee.” For many Catholics, it’s an almost automatic gesture that we perform 
before entering our pew or row of seats at Mass. But, like many of the sym-
bols and gestures of our faith tradition, genuflecting can also be an invita-
tion for deeper reflection. 
 

The practice of “bending the knee” is an ancient way of recognizing the 
presence of someone greater than we are. It has been said that the practice 
dates back to the time of Alexander the Great, but it became a common part 
of etiquette in the royal courts of the Middle Ages. From throne rooms and 
palaces, it was a small step to genuflecting, becoming part of the devotional 
lives of Christians who used this secular gesture as a way of recognizing the 
presence of the One who is King of Kings, especially in the Eucharist. In our 
tradition, although many have been taught or prefer to genuflect by placing 
their right knee on the ground, there is no prescribed way to genuflect. This 
is especially important to keep in mind if physical limitations or age make 
certain movements difficult for us. 
 

Today, Catholics are asked to genuflect in the presence of the Blessed Sac-
rament (whether in the tabernacle or exposed on the altar during eucharis-
tic adoration). So, while it has become second nature to genuflect before 
entering your seat in church, we should pay attention to where the Blessed 
Sacrament is kept in each church or chapel we visit, and genuflect in the 
direction of the tabernacle where the Blessed Sacrament is kept. In church-
es or chapels in which the tabernacle is in a separate space, we are invited 
to simply bow toward the altar. 
 

Live the Liturgy—Inspiration for the Week 
We know the voice of our shepherd. We know he speaks a language of love, 
of patience, of long-suffering sacrifice. The voice of the thief will offer us 
freedom, but it is a freedom that ends in destruction. There is only one gate 
that leads to everlasting life.                                                                             ©LPi 
 

 

Word of Life 
Respect Life Reflection 
“People often say, “I could never handle a child with a disability.” But the 
beauty of parenting is that you aren’t given a child with a disability. You 
are given your child with a disability. Your child enters the world in a rela-
tionship with you, and that changes everything. You are not called to 
‘handle’ a disability. You are called to love a particular person, and caring 
for him or her grows out of that love.” 
 

—USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities, “A Perfect Gift” respectlife.org/a-perfect-gift 

 



 

Church Directory 
 

Emergency (Death/Anointing) 763-788-9062 (#9) 
 

Parish 
Parish Office 763-788-9062 
  Monday-Friday: 8:00 am - 4:30 pm 
Parish Fax 763-788-0202 
Pastor, Fr. James Peterson x 215 
Deacon, Steve Boatwright x 213 
Accounting Specialist, Kay Karye x 204 
Communications Coordinator, Sue Ashmore x 205 
Director of Music and Liturgy, Ray Bannon x 214 
Director of Operations, Julie Moricz x 202 
Maintenance Supervisor, Doug Olson x 218 
Parish Office Coordinator, Ximena Bunay x 201 
Pastoral Minister, Vicki Bazille x 212 
Records Coordinator, Terri Glaeser x 227 
Special Event Coordinator, Jami Bridgeman x 221 
Wedding Coordinator, Barb Hartwick x 204 
 

Faith Formation 
Director of Faith Formation, Mary Nawrocki x 210 
Administrative Assistant, Mary Scott x 208 
 

School 
  School Office 763-788-9065 
  School Fax 763-788-9066 
Principal, Jane Bona (jbona@immac-church.org) x 220 
Director of Admissions, Megan Plunkett x 207 
Administrative Assistant, Sherri Macko x 219 
 

Parish Pastoral Council Members 
Daryl Post • Maria Hamilton • Sue Nyvold • Jerry Early 

Tom Herschbach • Marcus Paulson • Stacy McVary 
 

Fr. James Peterson (Pastor) 
Jane Bona (School Principal) 
Steve Smith (Parish Trustee) 
Patrick McVary (Parish Trustee) 

 

Low Gluten Hosts 
Low gluten hosts (.002 gluten) are available. 
Come to the sacristy before Mass to request one. 
 

Visit our website at ICCSonline.org 

Gospel Meditation 
4th Sunday of Easter 

I recently rescued a dog. She’s a terrier and 
rather adorable. And she’s crazy about me. 
She could spend all day with me. But I’m a 
pastor at a parish and sometimes I leave her 
at the front desk of the church office. She 
constantly amazes me by her ability to distin-
guish between my voice and that of everyone 
else. If I say one word, even if I’m hidden 
around a corner, she’ll sprint toward me and 

jump up into my arms. 
 

This week the readings focus our attention to the voice of the risen 
Jesus Christ. Comparing his disciples to sheep and himself to a shep-
herd, he says, “They recognize his voice.” He speaks to us and wants 
us to respond. When we hear his voice, we follow. Throughout this 
coming week, we will experience many interior promptings to receive 
God’s love, and to love Him in return. That’s his voice. Follow it into the 
safe and tender arms of Christ. 
 

By contrast, some voices we will hear do not convey God’s concern 
and love for us, but rather produce fear, despair, and other harmful 
mischief. Jesus calls these voices those of robbers. Does an idea or 
thought make it harder for you to love God? If so, run away. Let it go. It 
is most likely not the voice of the Risen Lord. Keep waiting for him to 
speak. You will recognize his voice. Then run to him as fast as you can. 
 

— Father John Muir | ©LPi 
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Saint Athanasius of Alexandria | Catholic Saints 
Join Dr. Ben Akers and Dr. Elizabeth Klein as they discuss the early 
Church Father, St. Athanasius. A bishop and Doctor of the Church, St. 
Athanasius is remembered as the great defender of the Nicene Creed. 
He was exiled five times from his own diocese under four different 
emperors. A great teacher, his writings are accessible to both begin-
ners and experts in theology, writing works that serve different needs 
in the Church. 
 

To set up your free account visit formed.org/signup and select our 
parish. 

FORMED Pick of the Week 

Securing Our Financial Future 

Parishioner Giving Update 
 

March Stewardship Budget: $  60,300 
 

March Donations:      $   68,011    
 

Exceeded Budget By: $      7,711  
 

Thank YOU for your generosity!  
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Did You Know? 

By 1938, Immaculate Conception Parish grew to approximately 
450 families. Archbishop Murray asked Father Rolwes to build 
a school. Because Father Rolwes felt the condition of his health 
did not warrant such an undertaking, Archbishop Murray 
transferred him and appointed Reverend J.F. Lapinski on Janu-
ary 9, 1938. Father Lapinski broke ground for the school May 
25, 1939. The corner stone was laid on August 14th of that same 
year. When the building was complete that fall, school opened 
with 224 students occupying six of the nine classrooms. Seven 
Sisters of the Order of St. Francis, one of whom was a house-
keeper, staffed the school and lived in three rooms on the 
south end of the school. The first principal was Sister M. 
Loretto Stalock. 

 

An Invitation to Reminisce 
In honor of our upcoming Centennial Celebration, over the 
course of the next year, we will have various representatives 
from our parish community share some of their favorite 
memories and experiences of Immaculate Conception in the 
bulletin. 
 

If you would feel so moved to contribute a story or anecdote 
between 100 and 500 words please send your message to 
Jami Bridgeman (Special Projects Coordinator) jbridge-
man@immac-church.org. Otherwise, if you would prefer to 
talk on the phone and have a conversation about what will 
be written please feel free to call Jami at 763-788-9062 x 221. 
 

We look forward to reading the heartfelt tales of what you 
are most thankful for from your time here at Immaculate 
Conception, be it from the liturgical celebrations, academic 
adventures in the school, or unforgettable moments from 
communal life. 

 

The Week Ahead 

Sunday, April 30 
Pancake Breakfast ..................................... 8:30 am - 11:30 am 

 

Tuesday, May 2 
Anointing Mass ........................................... 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

 

Wednesday, May 3 
Faith Formation Mass for Families ........ 6:45 pm - 8:00 pm 

 

Thursday, May 4 
ICS Mass, Crowning of Mary .................... 7:30 am - 8:30 am 

 

Friday, May 5 
Queen of May Dinner and Auction ....... 5:30 pm - 9:30 pm 

 

Sunday, May 7 
Fellowship ................................................... 8:30 am - 12:00 pm 

 

May Rosary 
The Council of Catholic Women will lead the Rosary from the 
pulpit all Sundays in May after the 10:00 am Mass. We invite all 
parishioners to join us. 

 

The Queen of May is Here! 
The Queen of May dinner and auction will be held this Friday, 
May 5 and our silent auction will be available online to everyone 
beginning today Sunday, April 30 through Friday, May 5, 7:30 pm. 
 

We are grateful for your support of and belief in our parish 
school! 
 

You can join the fun by going to ICCSonline.org. Questions? 
Contact Jami Bridgeman at 763-788-9065. 
 

School News 

 

CCW News 
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