


From the Pastor’s Desk 
Witness to Jesus 
“Sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts. Always be ready to give an ex-
planation to anyone who asks you for a reason for your hope, but do it 
with gentleness and reverence, keeping your conscience clear, so that, 
when you are maligned, those who defame your good conduct in Christ 

may themselves be put to shame” (1 Peter 3:15-16). This passage from the Second Read-
ing at Mass for the Sixth Sunday of Easter helps to provide a solid outline of how we are 
called to offer witness to Jesus by our lives. It could be described as: Personal conver-
sion and growth in holiness; ready disposition to evangelize; and having a steadfast de-
meanor in the midst of difficulties.  
 

To “Sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts” means to clear out the storage space of our 
souls with the grudges and resentment and sinful inclinations from the past to make 
room for Jesus as the Lord of all that we are. Personal conversion and growth in holiness 
is a lifelong process. 
 

“Always be ready to give an explanation to anyone who asks you for a reason for your 
hope” means that we have a ready disposition to evangelize and to share the Good 
News. More than just being an optimist in the worldly sense we have an eternal hope 
that stretches beyond the confines of time and space. Jesus suffered and died and rose 
from the dead to take away our sins and to give us Grace to be a virtuous people. 
 

Finally, we must be prepared for resistance from others and to maintain a steadfast de-
meanor in the midst of difficulties by “keeping your conscience clear, so that when you 
are maligned, those who defame your good conduct in Christ may themselves be put to 
shame. It means living with an authenticity and integrity and humble dependence upon 
Divine Mercy to offer greater glory to God by the witness of our lives.  
 

Fr. James 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. 
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, 
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 
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This Week’s Readings 

Sunday, May 14, 6th Sunday of Easter; Mother’s Day 
  Acts 8:5-8, 14-17/Ps 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20 (1)/1 Pt 3:15-18/Jn 14:15-21 
 

Monday, May 15, St. Isidore 
  Acts 16:11-15/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b/Jn 15:26—16:4a 
 

Tuesday, May 16 
  Acts 16:22-34/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8/Jn 16:5-11 
 

Wednesday, May 17 
  Acts 17:15, 22—18:1/Ps 148:1-2, 11-12, 13, 14/Jn 16:12-15 
 

Thursday, May 18, St. John I, Pope and Martyr 
  Acts 18:1-8/Ps 98:1-3ab, 3cd-4/Jn 16:16-20 
 

Friday, May 19 
  Acts 18:9-18/Ps 47:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/Jn 16:20-23 
 

Saturday, May 20, St. Bernardine of Siena, Priest; Armed Forces Day 
  Acts 18:23-28/Ps 47:2-3, 8-9, 10/Jn 16:23b-28 
 

Sunday, May 21, The Ascension of the Lord; World Communications Day 
  Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 (6)/Eph 1:17-23/Mt 28:16-20 ©LPi 
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Gentle Reminder – Your Decision Will Have An Impact 
Your financial support will have an important impact on our 
ability to move closer to our $1,555,000 goal to fund much 
needed ministry initiatives and repairs and improvements to 
our church and school facilities.  If you have not returned your 
decision, commitment packets can be found in the back of the  
church, and the parish office.  Please take a few moments to 
complete the commitment card, seal it in the confidential en-
velope, return it by mail, deliver it to the office, or place it in 
the collection basket next weekend.  Thank you! 
 

Father James Peterson Patrick McVary Steve Smith 
Pastor Trustee Trustee 
 

CCW News 
Sunday Rosary 
The Council of Catholic Women will lead the  
Rosary from the pulpit all Sundays in May after 
the 10:00 am Mass. We invite all parishioners to 
join us. 
 

 

(Practicing) Catholic 

Weirdly Christian 
For some time, I have worn a brown scapular. If you don’t know 
much about this devotional practice, here is a very quick-and-
dirty version, greatly lacking in detail: it’s two little pieces of 
brown cloth, connected by a cord and worn around the neck 
beneath one’s clothing. One of the cloth pieces depicts Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel appearing to St. Simon Stock, and the other 
piece — the one that is sometimes visible at the nape of my neck 
— depicts Our Lady’s “scapular promise:” Whosoever dies clothed 
in this Scapular shall not suffer eternal fire. 
 

This reflection is not about the brown scapular, but let me just 
quickly say that, while I believe the scapular promise, I do not 
view the scapular as a get-out-of-jail-free card, and neither does 
the Church. I don’t wear it for the purpose of avoiding eternal 
fire. I wear it as a reminder to myself of my Marian consecration 
and as an act of humility and prayer. 
 

I have sometimes cringed at the thought of how it looks to the 
person standing behind me in line at the coffee shop, should they 
happen to glimpse my scapular and read its brazen promise. We 
don’t go in for talk of hellfire and salvation in polite society these 
days. I wonder if they think I’m a crazy person. I wonder if I 
should try to tuck the scapular back down below my collar. 
 

Sometimes I do. But more often than not, I take a deep breath 
and decide that it’s okay for me to feel self-conscious and trust 
that, if God wants to use this moment for His glory, he will — and 
if He doesn’t, all I’ve lost is the esteem of others, which isn’t 
worth that much to begin with. 
 

I’ve always heard it said that if you do Christianity right, the rest 
of the world should think you’re just a little bit weird.  
 

“...the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot accept, because it 
neither sees nor knows him.” — John 14:17 
 

— Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman | ©LPi 
 

FORMED Pick of the Week 
Station 13 | Via Lucis Commentary | The Ascension 

Pray with Dr. Ben Akers and Dr. 
Tim Gray as they walk through the 
Stations of the Resurrection. In 
this meditation, you will reflect on 
the mystery of Christ’s ascension 
into Heaven. 
 

To set up your free account visit formed.org/signup and select 
our parish. 
 

Parish News 

Pick-up Lost and Found Items—Free Children’s Books 
All lost items will be on a table in the church narthex this week-
end, May 13 and 14. Any items left on the table will be disposed 
of as needed. 
 

There are many ‘like new’ Christian children’s books available on 
the same table. Please take and enjoy as many as you like. 
 



Pastoral Ministry 
Anointing of the Sick 
Individual Anointing of the Sick is available by request — call the 
parish office at 763-788-9062. 
 

In Need of Prayer? Please Call Us. 
To add a name to the weekend Mass petitions or the bulletin, 
please call Vicki at 763-788-9062 x 212. For private prayer call 
Larene at 763-789-4246. 
 

Pray for Our Loved Ones Who Have Died 
Especially all who have died as a result of violence. May God 
grant them everlasting peace and joy in the kingdom of heaven. 
 

Pray for All the Sick—Especially:  
Bea Alain · Paul Bona · Tom Botzet · Vickie Botzet 

Kathy Fraser · Mary Fredenburg · Shawn Frederixon 
Irene Gray · Jim Johnson · Teresa Julkowski · Len Jurek 

Marge Klimek · Linda Kosloski · Joan Landberg · Anna Larson 
Steven Lauinger · Coletta Legatt · Tom Leight Sr. 
Janet Mihalik · Shawn Moulzolf · Dianne Redman 

Greg Sery · Martha Stwora · Elaine Thunstrom 
Skippy Viloria · Lois Weyers · all those on our prayer chain 

 

If your name was removed and you would like to continue to be 
on the prayer list please call 763-788-9062 x 212. 
 

“Growing Through Loss” 
Join us for the fifth week in our series on Monday, May 15 from 
6:45-9:00 pm, at Abiding Savior Lutheran Church 8211 Red Oak 
Drive Mounds View, MN 55112. Bob Bartlett Marriage and Family 
Therapist will cover the topic, Out of the Desert: Isolation or En-
gagement as One Experiences Loss. Each session is complete in 
itself. Brochures are available at all entrances of the church. For 
more information contact Vicki at 763-788-9062 x 212. 
 

Dear Visitor, 
Welcome, we are glad to see you today! Please do not hesitate to 
contact us if you have any questions. Know that we are here for 
you and that we welcome new members! For more information 
about ICC or to become a member contact Vicki at 763-788-
9062 x 212. 
 

Social Justice Ministry 
Coins for Social Justice 
Small Change Can Do a World of Good!  
Donations made using bills or checks 
should be placed in an envelope marked 
Social Justice. Small envelopes can be 
found on tables at all entrances of the 
church. Only the loose change and 
marked envelopes from this collection 
are designated for Social Justice. 
 

Thank you for your generous contributions, the coin total for 
March 26 was $276.95. Our next collection will be May 27-28. 
 

Visit our website: ICCSonline.org 
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Trivia Time! 
Catholic Trivia — Just for Fun! 
Question:  During the liturgical year, when is the very first so-
lemnity celebrated? 

©LPi 

Answer: 
December 8th — the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Faith Formation News 
High School Seniors 
Are you or someone you know graduating this year? We are 
gathering names of students to invite to a Mass on Sunday,   
May 21 when we will recognize and pray for the graduates. 
Please contact Mary Nawrocki, Director of Faith Formation,      
at 763-788-9062 x 210 or mnawrocki@immac-church.org to   
request an invitation. Thank you! 
 

Register for Totus Tuus Summer Programs 
Totus Tuus (“Totally Yours”) summer programs offer a week      
of faith and fun for kids! A team of college students and semi-
narians will lead a day camp for children entering grades 1-6  
June 12-16 from 9:00 am–2:30 pm, which includes daily Mass, 
faith activities, games and water fun. The evening program for 
youth entering grades 7-12 June 11-15 from 7:30-9:30 pm in-
cludes Eucharistic adoration, confession, hot topics, and social 
time. Cost is $35 per student and $85 max per family and can    
be written off for tax purposes. You can register online at        
ICCSonline.org or call the Faith Formation office at 763-788-
9062 x 210. We hope to see you there! 
 

Please pray for the success of the Totus Tuus program. 
 

Register for the Family Formation Program 
If you have children entering kindergarten through grade 6 this 
fall, please consider registering them for the Family Formation 
at-home religious education program. This program gives you 
the resources you need to teach your children about the faith at 
home. The whole family learns together! The program begins in 
September. Note:  This is program does not prepare students to 
receive their sacraments. For more information, visit the “Family 
Formation/K-6 page” under “Faith Formation” on the parish 
website or contact the Faith Formation office at 763-788-9062. 
 



5 SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

MAY 14, 2023 

 

Thank you to our sponsors 
Please show your support for your parish by also 
supporting our advertisers. We wouldn’t be able to 
bring you our bulletin every week without them! 
 

Thank Our Advertiser of the Week… 

 

Washburn-McReavy 
Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries 

and Cremation Services 
washburn-mcreavy.com 

 

Northeast Chapel 
2901 Johnson Street NE 

612-781-6828 
 

Mass Intentions 

Sunday, May 14 
8:00 am +Henry Krawczynski 
10:00 am In honor of and in thanksgiving  

for our Mother Mary 
11:30 am IC Parish 

 

Tuesday, May 16 
7:30 am +Felicity Stephens, +John P. Botzet, Jr., 

+Ronald Shasky 
 

Wednesday, May 17 
7:30 am +Mary Lou Goodman 

 

Thursday, May 18 
7:30 am +Dorothy Fleming 

 

Friday, May 19 
7:30 am +John & Phyllis Anderson, +Mary Ward 

 

Saturday, May 20 
5:00 pm Stephen Lauinger 

 

Sunday, May 21 
8:00 am +Mary Ann Melcher 
10:00 am IC Parish 
11:30 am +Maria Guachichullca 

+Deceased 

Reflections 
Why Do We Do That?—Catholic Life Explained 

Can Catholics Gamble? 
Question: The Bible says that Jesus condemned gambling, but I notice that so 
many parishes have them at festivals and other events. What’s correct? 
 

Answer:  Although Jesus speaks of our relationship with material wealth 
and the very human struggle with greed, the gospels do not include any 
specific instructions related to gambling. At the same time, the Church is 
very sensitive to the needs of those who might struggle with an addiction to 
gambling, and pastoral care should always be offered to those who struggle 
with this reality in their life. 
 

While it is true that many parish or school communities include gambling or 
games of chance in festivals and fundraisers (e.g. bingo, roulette, ring toss-
ing, dunking booths, etc.), there is nothing inherently wrong these sorts of 
events, given they are played fairly and within the limits of reason are not 
morally objectionable. As the Catechism of the Catholic Church reminds us: 
“Games of chance (card games, etc.) or wagers are not in themselves con-
trary to justice. They become morally unacceptable when they deprive 
someone of what is necessary to provide for his needs and those of oth-
ers” (no. 2413). 
 

As in all things, moderation and a sense of healthy limits should be applied 
to gambling and games of chance. For those who find themselves living with 
addiction to gambling, help is available in various 12-step and addiction re-
covery programs. 
 

Live the Liturgy—Inspiration for the Week 
If we love Christ, we will keep his commandments, and the world will not 
accept us. But we are not left orphans — God sends us an Advocate. Come, 
Holy Spirit, and renew the face of the earth! 

 

©LPi 
 

Word of Life 
Respect Life Reflection 
“O Blessed Mother, you received the good news of the incarnation of 
Christ, your Son, with faith and trust. Grant your protection to all preg-
nant mothers facing difficulties.” 
 

—USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities,  “A Prayer for Pregnant Mothers”  

 

 



 

Church Directory 
 

Emergency (Death/Anointing) 763-788-9062 (#9) 
 

Parish 
Parish Office 763-788-9062 
  Monday-Friday: 8:00 am - 4:30 pm 
Parish Fax 763-788-0202 
Pastor, Fr. James Peterson x 215 
Deacon, Steve Boatwright x 213 
Accounting Specialist, Kay Karye x 204 
Communications Coordinator, Sue Ashmore x 205 
Director of Music and Liturgy, Ray Bannon x 214 
Director of Operations, Julie Moricz x 202 
Maintenance Supervisor, Doug Olson x 218 
Parish Office Coordinator, Ximena Bunay x 201 
Pastoral Minister, Vicki Bazille x 212 
Records Coordinator, Terri Glaeser x 227 
Special Event Coordinator, Jami Bridgeman x 221 
Wedding Coordinator, Barb Hartwick x 204 
 

Faith Formation 
Director of Faith Formation, Mary Nawrocki x 210 
Administrative Assistant, Mary Scott x 208 
 

School 
  School Office 763-788-9065 
  School Fax 763-788-9066 
Principal, Jane Bona (jbona@immac-church.org) x 220 
Director of Admissions, Megan Plunkett x 207 
Administrative Assistant, Sherri Macko x 219 
 

Parish Pastoral Council Members 
Daryl Post • Maria Hamilton • Sue Nyvold • Jerry Early 

Tom Herschbach • Marcus Paulson • Stacy McVary 
 

Fr. James Peterson (Pastor) 
Jane Bona (School Principal) 
Steve Smith (Parish Trustee) 
Patrick McVary (Parish Trustee) 

 

Low Gluten Hosts 
Low gluten hosts (.002 gluten) are available. 
Come to the sacristy before Mass to request one. 
 

Visit our website at ICCSonline.org 
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Gospel Meditation 
6th Sunday of Easter 
My dad was adopted as a baby. It’s 
a big part of my family’s story. His 
birth mother placed him in a Cath-
olic orphanage not long after birth. 
A young couple longing for a baby 
strolled among the bassinets. My 
father, then only a few months old, 
looked at the husband and smiled. 
The man said, “That’s my son.” 
They took him home and the fami-
ly grew. This moment of adoption 
was a wonderful truth they cele-
brated even when my dad was a young boy. They told him, “You’re 
even more special than the other children, because we chose you to be 
our son.” My dad’s eyes well up with tears of gratitude whenever he 
tells the story, even eighty-three years later.  
 

What is your story? Do we think or act like unwanted orphans? Who 
do we believe ourselves to be? As we continue to ponder Jesus’ resur-
rection, we hear him say to us this Sunday, “I will not leave you or-
phans.” God doesn’t leave us alone like spiritual orphans. The power 
that raised Jesus from the dead is the Holy Spirit, who is also called the 
Spirit of Adoption. He chooses us to be His children, to share God’s life 
forever. He gives us a future filled with hope.  
 

We are not orphans anymore! This Easter, that’s the story we should 
share with others. It’s the true story we are living right now. 
 

— Father John Muir | ©LPi 
 

Beyond Our Parish 
Join A Novena for Life 
On May 31st, the Church celebrates 
the Feast of the Visitation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. This feast 
commemorates the Blessed Moth-
er’s visit to her cousin Elizabeth and 
the encounter of Jesus and St. John 
the Baptist while in the wombs of 
their mothers. Join in praying A No-
vena for Life May 22-30 in honor of 
this special feast day. 
 

Sign up at respectlife.org/visitation! 
 
18th Annual Northeast Eucharistic Procession 

Sunday, June 11, 3:00 - 5:00 pm.  
The Catholic Churches of Northeast Minneapolis 

 

Come and join us as we take Jesus to the streets and venerate his Eucha-
ristic Presence! The procession will begin at Holy Cross Church and will 
conclude at All Saints Parish with Benediction. A reception will follow at 
St. Maron Catholic Church. You can park at Holy Cross, where the pro-
cession will begin, and ride the shuttle bus back there after the end of the 
procession. The shuttle buses will run between the parking lots of St. 
Maron and Holy Cross Churches. 

 

The Week Ahead 

Monday, May 15 
Holy Land Presentation ........................ 6:00 pm 

 

Tuesday, May 16 
Charismatic Prayer Group .................... 7:00 pm 

 

Thursday, May 18 
ICS Gr. 5-8 Spring Concert ................... 7:00 pm  

 

Saturday, May 20 
First Communion Mass ........................ 10:00 am 
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Eucharistic Adoration 
“Let all on earth worship and sing praise to you, 

sing praise to your name!” (from Psalm 66) 
 

The psalmist in this passage is calling all people to come and worship Jesus, 
and our Eucharistic adoration chapel is the perfect, quiet place to do just 
that. The chapel is available Monday through Friday beginning at 7:00 am for 
anyone to come and pray before Jesus, present in the Blessed Sacrament on 
the altar. Come and spend some time in adoration. All are welcome! 
 

We are looking for more scheduled adorers. We have the following open 
hours: Thursdays at 8:00 am and 6:00 pm. We are also in need of partner 
adorers for many more hours. If you would like to schedule an adoration 
hour, are unable to attend your scheduled hour, or have questions about 
adoration, please call Sandy at 763-789-3246. 
 

 

As I Reminisce | Sr. Mary Fran Reichenberger 
I am Sister Mary Fran Reichenberger, a member of the Sisters of St. Francis, and a 1959 graduate of Immaculate Conception School. 
The April 30, 2023 reminiscence article in the church bulletin focused on the beginnings of Immaculate Conception School which 
my community staffed. I took that as an invitation to “speak up” about the blessing of my early formation at ICS. 
 

A cascade of memories come up related to church and school as I recall my years at IC; they are intertwined, especially in the 1950’s. 
 

By the time I graduated there were over 1,000 students in the school and 16 sisters living in the convent. The expectation in those 
years was that every family enroll their children in the Catholic school (annual tuition was under or at $50 and finances were never a 
barrier to enrolling). The parish heavily funded the school, but the students fundraised as door-to-door sales persons selling Christ-
mas cards and gift wrapping and then magazine subscriptions to help the budget. Sr. Loretto was the principal and Msgr. Joseph 
Lapinski, the pastor at the time and an involved one who not only presided at (in 1950’s liturgical speak, “said”) Mass every school 
day, but would visit the classrooms on occasion, and distribute report cards quarterly in the classrooms. Monsignor’s patronal feast 
day ranked right up there with Christmas and Easter! It was declared a school “free day,” but before dismissal the students and pa-
rishioners gathered for a solemn Mass with all the stops pulled, after which the school children put on a well-rehearsed program in 
the auditorium in Monsignor’s honor. 
 

Spiritual and faith formation was the heart of the school experience. As I look back now, it was a classical religious education of find-
ing God in the good, the true, and the beautiful. The good: how to lead a virtuous life of love of God and neighbor, of respect, kind-
ness, generosity, and integrity. The true: the truths of our faith, particularly who God is and who we are in relationship to Him and 
each other. But the beautiful is the gateway: the sense of awe and majesty evoked in a church where one’s senses are taken with 
candelabra, vigil lights, flowers, fragrant incense, organ music, and choirs in the service of praise. The older grade girls formed the 
choir for Mass (Latin was the “foreign language” taught then!) where in the singing was praying. 
 

ICS continues the tradition today as a parish school, but one where the tent is wider, teaching is more complex, and fundraising 
more sophisticated. It is heartening to see how through dedicated pastoral and school leadership Catholic education remains a 
strong arm of this century-old parish. 
 

Did You Know? 

In the Spring of 1955, with as many as eight families entering Immaculate Conception Church per week, Father Lapinski asked Arch-
bishop Murray permission to build a new church. On September 12, 1955, the campaign to raise money began with a goal of 
$250,000. By the fall of 1957 it became evident that the goal would soon be reached and bids were taken on the construction of the 
new church. The lowest bid was from Rauenhorst Construction Company, $429,995. Father Lapinski broke ground on November 11, 
1957. The new church was dedicated on December 8, 1958. 
 

Memories of Immaculate Conception 



 For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com Immaculate Conception, Columbia Heights, MN A 4C 02-0437

 
763-571-2722                45th Ave NE & Central

Follow us on Facebook or Twitter at tastypizzamn
Order online at www.tastypizzatogo.com

God Bless & Thank You for your support!
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763-586-6050 • www.bonabros.com
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DentiStry, P.A.

Combining Experience with Technology
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Columbia Heights, MN 55421
www.angellfamilydentistry.com • info@angellfamilydentistry.com

Two reasons why we supply free loaners
Drive your car in, or have it toed.

Central Avenue Auto Body
2628  Central Ave. NE, Minneapolis

612-781-2711 • www.centralaveautobody.com

NORTHEAST CHAPEL

2901 Johnson Street NE
612.781.6828

HILLSIDE CHAPEL

2610 19th Avenue NE
612.781.1999

COLUMBIA HEIGHTS CHAPEL

4101 Central Avenue NE
763.789.4436washburn-mcreavy .com
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Assisted Living & 
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763-571-7355 | www.LandmarkOfFridley.com

ABC COATING CO.  
OF MN, INC.

Alfredo & Sylvia Rocha
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2500 W County Rd. B, Door 16A • Roseville
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651-231-6276
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North Oaks, MN 55127
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https://terrypefferinsurance.com/ 
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