


From the Pastor’s Desk 
Keeping our Eyes on the Prize 
Throughout the New Testament there are multiple moments when Jesus 
and the Apostles exhorted those who were listening to them to keep their 
hearts and attention focused on the life of Heaven. Since we are ulti-
mately made for eternal glory with the Lord this makes perfect sense. 
Perhaps that is why the words of the angels to the disciples after the As-

cension of Jesus are so striking, “Men of Galilee, why are you standing there looking at 
the sky?” (Acts 1:11) While we ought to have the goal of dwelling with God for all eternity 
in Heaven we must nonetheless still press onward in the world.  
 

Another way to put it could be that we live with the eyes of our hearts focused on Heav-
en and our feet firmly planted on the ground. On this Ascension Sunday we ask for the 
Grace of the Risen Lord Jesus to strengthen our resolve to be missionaries of mercy and 
sojourners in this life to enjoy eternal life with Him one day. 
 

Fr. James 
 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. 
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, 
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 
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This Week’s Readings 

Sunday, May 21, The Ascension of the Lord; World Communications Day 
  Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 (6)/Eph 1:17-23/Mt 28:16-20 
 

Monday, May 22, St. Rita of Cascia, Religious 
  Acts 19:1-8/Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-7ab/Jn 16:29-33 
 

Tuesday, May 23 
  Acts 20:17-27/Ps 68:10-11, 20-21/Jn 17:1-11a 
 

Wednesday, May 24 
  Acts 20:28-38/Ps 68:29-30, 33-35a, 35bc-36ab/Jn 17:11b-19 
 

Thursday, May 25, St. Bede the Venerable, Priest and Doctor of the Church;  
St. Gregory VII, Pope; St. Mary Magdalene de’Pazzi, Virgin  
  Acts 22:30; 23:6-11/Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11/Jn 17:20-26 
 

Friday, May 26, St. Philip Neri, Priest 
  Acts 25:13b-21/Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20ab/Jn 21:15-19 
 

Saturday, May 27, St. Augustine of Canterbury, Bishop 
  Morning: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31/Ps 11:4, 5 and 7/Jn 21:20-25 
 

Sunday, May 28, Pentecost Sunday 
  Vigil: Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b or Ez 37:1-14 or Jl 3:1-5/Ps 104:1-2, 24, 35, 27-28, 29, 
30 (see 30)/Rom 8:22-27/Jn 7:37-39 

  Extended Vigil: Gn 11:1-9/Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b/Ez 37:1-14/Jl 3:1-5/Ps 104:1-2, 24, 35, 27-
28, 29, 30 (see 30)/Rom 8:22-27/Jn 7:37-39 

  Day: Acts 2:1-11/Ps 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34 (see 30)/1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13/Jn 20:19-23 
©LPi 



 

Visit our website: ICCSonline.org 
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Capital Campaign Update 
Thanks to those parishioners who have offered their financial 
support to help us continue funding much needed ministry 
initiatives and repairs and improvements to our church and 
school facilities. To date we have received commitments from a 
small portion of our registered households. We have a long way 
to go before reaching our objective of inviting every household 
to respond and broadening participation. 
 

If you have not offered your financial commitment please 
respond based on your blessings and capacity. Please don’t 
delay. Act today. Complete a commitment card, seal it in the 
confidential envelope, return it by mail, deliver it to the parish 
office, or place it in the collection basket. No matter the level of 
support, remember that YOUR participation WILL make a dif-
ference. Thank you! 
 

Father James Peterson Patrick McVary Steve Smith 
Pastor Trustee Trustee 
 

(Practicing) Catholic 

Looking to the Sky 
In the past, I have been guilty of being a little depressed by 
the Ascension. Looking at it from a certain angle, it has the 
feel of a party that’s coming to an end. The important guests 
have gone home and now it’s time to turn the lights back on, 
switch off the music and start cleaning up.  
 

Of course, if I view the Ascension in this light, I’m not really 
paying attention. I’m lingering on the mountain, staring at the 
sky, wondering where God went and when He’s coming back. 
 

Christ, of course, is very much the “main event” of the Gos-
pels, and so when he is no longer a physical, visible presence 
on earth — teaching, preaching, curing, dying, rising — we can 
be forgiven for feeling a little deflated. But the life of Christ is 
not a season of our favorite show. It’s not a chapter in a book. 
It doesn’t exist for consumption and entertainment, and it 
certainly doesn’t come to an end. 
 

It’s easy to think of Christ at Mass when he is there before me 
in the Eucharist. It’s easy to be about the work of God during 
Lent or Easter. But what about the dreaded “Ordinary Time”? 
As full as the sky is of clouds, so the world is full of distrac-
tions: work, finances, health, politics. I struggle to see where 
God has gone in the midst of it all. 
 

In reality, He is still here. He is here in the person I choose to 
love or to abandon. He is here in the truth I choose to em-
brace or to reject. He is here, waiting for me in the sacra-
ments I all too often take for granted.  
 

“Behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age.”  
— Matthew 28:20 

 

— Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman | ©LPi 
 

 

The Week Ahead 
 

Tuesday, May 23 
Charismatic Prayer Group .............................. 7:00 pm 

 

Thursday, May 25 
ICS Activities Banquet ....................................... 6:00 pm 
 

 

Parish News 

Congratulations  
Fr. James! 

This Sunday, May 21, join us in 
Fellowship Hall after all Masses 
for a reception celebrating the 
10th anniversary of Father James  
ordination to the priesthood. 



Pastoral Ministry 
Fellowship Sunday 
Thank you to all the volunteers that 
served at our monthly Fellowship 
Sundays. In September of 2022 we 
celebrated our first Sunday togeth-
er since we hunkered in, due to 
Covid. Upon returning we decided 
to have Fellowship once a month 
from October through May on the 
first Sunday of the month; taking off three months of summer, 
Labor Day and New Year’s Day. Until we meet again in October 
may you and yours be blessed with the joy of our Lord. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Individual Anointing of the Sick is available by request — call the 
parish office at 763-788-9062. 
 

In Need of Prayer? Please Call Us. 
To add a name to the weekend Mass petitions or the bulletin, 
please call Vicki at 763-788-9062 x 212. For private prayer call 
Larene at 763-789-4246. 
 

Pray for Our Loved Ones Who Have Died 
Especially Rev. Eugene Tiffany, Michael Fleming (father of Virgin-
ia Tschida), Jeff Ocampo and all who have died as a result of vio-
lence. May God grant them everlasting peace and joy in the 
kingdom of heaven. 
 

Pray for All the Sick—Especially:  
Bea Alain · Paul Bona · Tom Botzet · Vickie Botzet 

Kathy Fraser · Mary Fredenburg · Shawn Frederixon 
Irene Gray · Jim Johnson · Teresa Julkowski · Len Jurek 

Marge Klimek · Linda Kosloski · Joan Landberg · Anna Larson 
Steven Lauinger · Coletta Legatt · Tom Leight Sr. 
Janet Mihalik · Shawn Moulzolf · Dianne Redman 

Greg Sery · Martha Stwora · Elaine Thunstrom 
Skippy Viloria · Lois Weyers · all those on our prayer chain 

 

If your name was removed and you would like to continue to be 
on the prayer list please call 763-788-9062 x 212. 
 

“Growing Through Loss” 
Join us on Monday, May 22 from 6:45-9:00 pm for our final ses-
sion which includes a service of healing and hope with Cheryl 
Bornhorst, Parish Nurse and Rev. David Rogge, Associate Pastor 
of Abiding Savior Lutheran Church, 8211 Red Oak Drive, Mounds 
View, MN. For more information contact Vicki @ 763-788-9062 
x212. 
 

Dear Visitor, 
Welcome, we are glad to see you today! Please do not hesitate to 
contact us if you have any questions. Know that we are here for 
you and that we welcome new members! For more information 
about ICC or to become a member contact Vicki at 763-788-
9062 x 212. 
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Faith Formation News 
Register for the Family Formation Program 
If you have children entering kindergarten through grade 6 this 
fall, please consider registering them for the Family Formation 
at-home religious education program. This program gives you 
the resources you need to teach your children about the faith at 
home. The whole family learns together! The program begins in 
September. Note:  This is program does not prepare students to 
receive their sacraments. For more information, visit the “Family 
Formation/K-6 page” under “Faith Formation” on the parish 
website or contact the Faith Formation office at 763-788-9062. 
 

Register for Totus Tuus Summer Programs 
Totus Tuus (“Totally Yours”) summer programs offer a week      
of faith and fun for kids! A team of college students and semi-
narians will lead a day camp for children entering grades 1-6  
June 12-16 from 9:00 am–2:30 pm, which includes daily Mass, 
faith activities, games and water fun. The evening program for 
youth entering grades 7-12 June 11-15 from 7:30-9:30 pm in-
cludes Eucharistic adoration, confession, hot topics, and social 
time. Cost is $35 per student and $85 max per family and can    
be written off for tax purposes. You can register online at        
ICCSonline.org or call the Faith Formation office at 763-788-
9062 x 210. We hope to see you there! 

Eucharistic Adoration 
“Behold, I am with you always, even  

to the end of the age, alleluia.” 
(Matthew 28:20) 

 

Adorers come to their adoration hour each week knowing Jesus is 
with them in all they do and say. Adorers leave their prayer hour 
with a renewed sense of peace. Come and join this prayer-filled 
group of adorers and experience the peace only Jesus can give. All 
are welcome! 
 

We are  looking for more scheduled adorers. We have the follow-
ing open hours: Thursdays at 8:00 am and 6:00 pm. We are also  
in need of partner adorers for many more hours.  If you would 
like to schedule an adoration hour, are unable to attend your 
scheduled hour, or have questions about adoration, please call 
Sandy at 763-789-3246. 

Social Justice Ministry 
Coins for Social Justice 
Collection next weekend, May 27-28. 
Donations made using bills or checks should be placed in an 
envelope marked Social Justice. Small envelopes 
can be found on tables at all entrances of the 
church. Only the loose change and marked en-
velopes from this collection are designated for 
Social Justice. 
 

Small Change Can Do a World of Good! 
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Thank you to our sponsors 
Please show your support for your parish by also 
supporting our advertisers. We wouldn’t be able to 
bring you our bulletin every week without them! 
 

Thank Our Advertiser of the Week… 

 

ABC Coating Co. of MN, Inc. 

Alfredo & Sylvia Rocha 
 

Epoxy Coated Rebar 
2500 W County Rd. B, Door 16A • Roseville 

612-378-1855 

Mass Intentions 

Sunday, May 21 
8:00 am +Mary Ann Melcher 
10:00 am IC Parish 
11:30 am +Maria Guachichullca 

 

Tuesday, May 23 
7:30 am +Charlene Pomerleau, 
 Emely Zander Tibor 

 

Wednesday, May 24 
7:30 am +A. J. Breyer 

 

Thursday, May 25 
7:30 am Ordination Class of 2013 

 

Friday, May 26 
7:30 am +John Benz, +Robert Sikes 

 

Saturday, May 27 
5:00 pm +Steve Rhoe 

 

Sunday, May 28 
8:00 am IC Parish 
10:00 am +Thomas S. Margotto 
11:30 am +Transito Huillcatanda 

+Deceased 

Reflections 
Why Do We Do That?—Catholic Life Explained 

Why Are There Liturgical Cycles? 
Question: Why Does the Church Have Different Liturgical Cycles? 
 

Answer:  While most Catholics know that the Church Year is divided into 
various seasons (e.g. Advent, Christmas, Ordinary Time, etc.), many are 
unaware that the one Church Year is not like the one that follows. While 
the main seasons and feasts are the same from year to year, the 3-year 
cycle for Sundays and the 2-year cycle for weekdays means that, as a gen-
eral rule, the readings in the Lectionary that we hear at Mass will change 
from year to year, helping us to have a richer encounter with Sacred Scrip-
ture. Each new cycle begins with the beginning of the liturgical year, the 
First Sunday of Advent. 
 

The reasoning behind this innovation is outlined in Sacrosanctum Concili-
um, the “Dogmatic Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy” of the Second Vati-
can Council: “The treasures of the bible are to be opened up more lavishly, 
so that richer fare may be provided for the faithful at the table of God's 
word. In this way a more representative portion of the holy scriptures will 
be read to the people in the course of a prescribed number of years” (no. 
51). This was fully achieved in 1969 when the new cycles of readings were 
approved by Pope Saint Paul VI. To learn more about the Liturgy of the 
Word within the Mass, visit: www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/the-
mass/order-of-mass/liturgy-of-the-word/index.cfm 
 
Live the Liturgy—Inspiration for the Week 
Sometimes we look for God in all the wrong places. We are paralyzed with 
fear, with self-doubt, with despair. Let’s not forget the extraordinary mira-
cles we have witnessed this Easter season. Let us bring the memory of this 
holy time with us into the rest of our year. 

©LPi 
 

Word of Life 
Respect Life Reflection 

“The Lord says to us, ‘Do not fear: I am with 
you’ (Isaiah 41:10). He speaks these words not 
as one who merely observes our pain, but as 
one who experienced immense suffering. And 
the very wounds that bear witness to his suf-
fering indicate the essence of our identity and 
worth: we are loved by God. Reflecting on the 
healed wounds of the Risen Christ, we see that 
even our most difficult trials can be the place 
where God manifests his victory. He makes all 
things beautiful. He makes all things new.” 

 

—USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities, “Be Not Afraid” NABRE © 2010 CCD. Used with permission. 

Trivia Time! 
Catholic Trivia — Just for Fun! 
Question:  Containers or vessels that hold saint’s relics are called what? 

©LPi 

Answer: Reliquary 

 



 

Church Directory 
 

Emergency (Death/Anointing) 763-788-9062 (#9) 
 

Parish 
Parish Office 763-788-9062 
  Monday-Friday: 8:00 am - 4:30 pm 
Parish Fax 763-788-0202 
Pastor, Fr. James Peterson x 215 
Deacon, Steve Boatwright x 213 
Accounting Specialist, Kay Karye x 204 
Communications Coordinator, Sue Ashmore x 205 
Director of Music and Liturgy, Ray Bannon x 214 
Director of Operations, Julie Moricz x 202 
Maintenance Supervisor, Doug Olson x 218 
Parish Office Coordinator, Ximena Bunay x 201 
Pastoral Minister, Vicki Bazille x 212 
Records Coordinator, Terri Glaeser x 227 
Special Event Coordinator, Jami Bridgeman x 221 
Wedding Coordinator, Barb Hartwick x 204 
 

Faith Formation 
Director of Faith Formation, Mary Nawrocki x 210 
Administrative Assistant, Mary Scott x 208 
 

School 
  School Office 763-788-9065 
  School Fax 763-788-9066 
Principal, Jane Bona (jbona@immac-church.org) x 220 
Director of Admissions, Megan Plunkett x 207 
Administrative Assistant, Sherri Macko x 219 
 

Parish Pastoral Council Members 
Daryl Post • Maria Hamilton • Sue Nyvold • Jerry Early 

Tom Herschbach • Marcus Paulson • Stacy McVary 
 

Fr. James Peterson (Pastor) 
Jane Bona (School Principal) 
Steve Smith (Parish Trustee) 
Patrick McVary (Parish Trustee) 

 

Low Gluten Hosts 
Low gluten hosts (.002 gluten) are available. 
Come to the sacristy before Mass to request one. 
 

Visit our website at ICCSonline.org 
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Gospel Meditation 
The Ascension of the Lord 
Have you ever noticed how often 
we use “up” and “down” to judge 
things? Beethoven’s Ninth Sym-
phony is “high” art, while profes-
sional wrestling is “low.” If I’m hav-
ing a good day, I’m on “cloud nine.” 
A bad day means I am “down in the 
dumps.” A successful career is 
“moving up the ladder.” Failure in 
work or personal life can be 
“falling from the heights.” Life is 
filled with “ups and downs” — no 
one has the slightest problem un-
derstanding that means life has both “good and bad.” 
 

Now consider Jesus’ ascension. He ascends not just to some level 
slightly higher of goodness, but “above all the heavens,” to use the 
words of Saint Paul (Eph.4:10). That expression means to the source of 
all goodness. He has gone all the way down — to the farthest depths of 
human suffering, and death. And now he has taken our humanity all 
the way up into God. In doing so he has demonstrated what he says in 
the Gospel of John to the Father: “Everything of yours is mine.” He 
now reigns over every possible aspect of creation in and through his 
human nature. That’s what the ascension is all about.  
 

So what? No matter what the lows and highs, ups and down we face 
this week, we are totally encompassed by the one who descended and 
ascended. So, we should happily and confidently entrust ourselves to 
him. He has shown us not only his power, but especially his love, in 
filling all our ups and down with his presence. 
 

— Father John Muir | ©LPi 
 

Saint of the Week 
St. Rita of Cascia | May 22 
St. Rita of Cascia (1381 – 1457) had the op-
portunity to live her life as a wife, mother, 
widow, and eventually, member of a reli-
gious community. Born in central Italy, St. 
Rita felt the calling to become a nun, but 
was pressured at a young age into mar-
riage. During her 18-year marriage to a 
cruel man, she raised two sons. When her 
husband was killed in a brawl and her sons 

died, St. Rita decided to go back to her first love and attempted to join 
the Augustinian nuns in Cascia. Her status as a widow caused some 
complications to her entering, but she eventually succeeded in pro-
fessing vows.  
Throughout her lifetime, St. Rita of Cascia was known for her prayer-
fulness and charity. She also experienced stigmata on her forehead, 
meditated frequently on Christ’s passion, and cared for the nuns of her 
religious community and those in the lay community who came to her 
for counsel. 

© LPi 

Parishioner Giving Update 
 

Forecasted Giving for May: 
$ 60,333.00  (annual budgeted amount) 

 

Actual Contributions: 
$ 29,483.00  (current giving through May 12) 

 

Still Needed by May 31, 2023: 
($ 30,850.00) 



7 THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 

MAY 21, 2023 

CCW News 
Sunday Rosary 
The Council of Catholic Women will lead the   Rosary from the 
pulpit all Sundays in May after the 10:00 am Mass. We invite all 
parishioners to join us. 
 

Beyond Our Parish 
National Eucharistic Congress 
Stay Connected with the Movement! 
For beautiful reflections and resources on the Eucharist, as well 
as updates on the Revival, subscribe to receive the “Heart of the 
Revival” weekly newsletter at eucharisticrevival.org. 
 

Ordination to the Sacred Order of Priesthood 
Saturday, May 27, 10:00-11:30 am, Cathedral of Saint Paul 
All the faithful is invited to attend this joyous celebration of the 
presbyteral ordination for seminarians of the Archdiocese of 
Saint Paul and Minneapolis completing Theology IV. Please pray 
for these men. 
 

Archdiocesan Marriage Day 

Saturday, June 10, 10:00 am, Cathedral of Saint Paul, St. Paul 
Celebrate the beautiful mystery of the mutual self-gift between 
a man and woman in the Sacrament of Matrimony! This celebra-
tion includes Mass, renewal of vows, and a short reception. Cou-
ples celebrating their silver, golden and platinum anniversaries 
will be honored in a special way. Families and friends of all cou-
ples are welcome! Registration is encouraged by contacting 651-
291-4488. Couples married one year or more may request a 
commemorative certificate signed by Archbishop Hebda. To re-
quest a certificate, please contact the Office of Marriage, Family 
& Life by June 5 at 651-291-4488 or mfl@archspm.org. 

FORMED Pick of the Week 
The Holy Spirit: Third Person of the Trinity  
by Fr. Shannon Collins 
In this captivating presentation, Fr. Shannon Collins discusses 
the essential character of the Holy Spirit and his role in salvation 
history. Drawing upon Scripture and Tradition, Fr. Collins ex-
plains the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit and how he works in the 
lives of believers. Listeners are sure to come to a better appreci-
ation of this “sweet guest of our soul” who seeks to bring us 
closer to divine life. 
 

To set up your free account visit formed.org/signup and select 
our parish. 
 

 

 
An Invitation to Reminisce 
In honor of our upcoming Centennial Celebration, over the 
course of the next year, we will have various representatives 
from our parish community share some of their favorite 
memories and experiences of Immaculate Conception in the 
bulletin. 
 

If you would feel so moved to contribute a story or anecdote 
between 100 and 500 words please send your message to 
Jami Bridgeman (Special Projects Coordinator) jbridge-
man@immac-church.org. Otherwise, if you would prefer to 
talk on the phone and have a conversation about what will 
be written please feel free to call Jami at 763-788-9062 x 221. 
 

We look forward to reading the heartfelt tales of what you 
are most thankful for from your time here at Immaculate 
Conception, be it from the liturgical celebrations, academic 
adventures in the school, or unforgettable moments from 
communal life. 
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