IMMACULATE ' CONCEPTION

4030 Jackson Street NE | Columbia Heights, MN 55421 | 763-788-9062 | ICCSonline.org

“A man named John was sent

from God. He came for testimony, December 17, 2023
to testify to the light, so that all
might believe through him.”
John 1:6-7
MASS SCHEDULE
Tuesday 7:30 am
Wednesday 7:30 am
Thursday 8:30 am
Friday 7:30 am
Saturday 5:00 pm
Sunday 8:00 am
10:00 am
(Spanish) 11:30 am
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 3:00 - 4:45 pm
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

San Damiano Chapel
Open Weekdays 7:00 am

3rd Sunday of

ADVENT

Our Mission
The Mission of The Church of the Immaculate Conception is to proclaim and
celebrate our Lord Jesus Christ. We fulfill our mission as Christian disciples
by intentionally responding to God'’s call to grow in holiness.
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Prayer for the 3rd Week of Advent

Dear Lord,

Give us boldness as we move

through the motions of the holiday season,

to reflect and remind those around us

of Your deep and abiding love for them.

Allow them to encounter Your love, through us.
Amen. oLpi

Parish News

2023-2024 Tax Deduction Information

This is just a reminder that, regardless of the date on the check, we must record your
donations by the date we receive them or the date on which they are postmarked. For
example, if a check dated December 31, 2023 is received by us on January 1 or later, it
must be recorded as a 2024 donation. If you send us a donation through the postal ser-
vice and the envelope is postmarked December 31, 2023 or earlier, this will be recorded
as a 2023 donation even if we receive the envelope in January. As these are IRS regula-
tions, we have no flexibility in the matter.

Help support Christians in the Holy Land by purchasing beautifully handcrafted
religious wood carvings at Immaculate Conception Church this weekend, December 16
and 17 after all Masses in the church narthex.

You are invited to view the display of olivewood carvings. All of the items are hand made
in the Holy Land and make great gifts for any religious or non-religious occasion. Be
sure to stop by!

This Week’s Readings

Sunday, December 17, 3 Sunday of Advent
Is 61:1-2a, 10-11/Lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54 (Is 61:10b) /1 Thes 5:16-24 /Jn 1:6-8, 19-28

Monday, December 18
Jer 23:5-8 /Ps 72:1-2,12-13, 18-19 /Mt 1:18-25

Tuesday, December 19
Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a /Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17/Lk 1:5-25

Wednesday, December 20
Is 710-14 /Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 /Lk 1:26-38

Thursday, December 21, St. Peter Canisius, Priest and Doctor of the Church
Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21/Lk 1:39-45

Friday, December 22
1Sm 1:24-28 /1 Sm 21, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd /Lk 1:46-56

Saturday, December 23, St. John of Kanty, Priest
Mal 3:1-4, 23-24 /Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14 /Lk 1:57-66

Sunday, December 24, 4" Sunday of Advent; Christmas Eve
2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 /Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29 (2a) /Rom 16:25-27 /Lk 1:26-38
©LPi

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.
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Social Justice Ministry

Coins For Social Justice

December Collection Next Weekend
IC parishioners are asked to fill the collection basket with their
pocket change to benefit the Social Justice Ministry. Only the
loose change and marked envelopes from this collection are
designated for Social Justice. Marked envelopes are available at
all entrances to the church.

Thank You
Dear Friends,

Thank you for your thoughtful gift of $200 received on November
10, 2023. Your donation will help us enrich and expand our per-
son-centered programming. The focus of everything we do at PAI
is to provide services that empower the individual choices of
adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities. It is be-
cause of generous people like you that we can connect people with
disabilities to the community and the world.

Mike Miner
President, PAI

Annual Collection for Veterans

Every Third Saturday located in Minneapolis, addresses the
physical needs of struggling and homeless veterans, as well as
the emotional needs of veterans and their families. This organi-
zation needs winter coats, gloves, hats, thermal underwear, and
boots that are new or used in good condition for female and
male veterans. Immaculate Conception will again team with
other Catholic churches in the area to collect goods. Now is a
good time to clean out your closets. Your new or gently used
items can be dropped off on the weekend of January 13-14.
There will be a large, marked bin available in the church narthex
for your donations. Questions? Please contact Vicki B., 763-788-
9062 x 212.

NAZARETH

DECEMBER 17, 2023

As 2023 comes to a close...

Please remember Immaculate Conception Church
in your year-end giving.

Your tax-deductable gift can be made by cash,
check, stock transfer, or online via WeShare.

To donate via WeShare using your debit,
credit card, checking, or savings account:

Visit ICCSonline.org
and click Donate Now.
Select your donation

amount and frequency. -Eﬂm :] e VISA g

Enter your account and
payment information.

Catholic Trivia!

Question: What are the only materials acceptable for use as an
altar cloth?

GIVE
ONLINE

w24 WESHARE

To donate stock, contact Julie Moricz
at 763-788-9062 x202 or
jmoricz@immac-church.org

©LPiI
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FORMED Pick of the Week

Mary of Nazareth

What would it have been like to have known the Mother
of God? Watch this beautiful film portraying the life of
Mary in order to contemplate Mary's profound faith and
the mysteries of her life.

To set up your free account visit formed.org/signup and
select our parish.

ORE0

Visit our website: ICCSonline.org EE-
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Pastoral Ministry

Anointing of the Sick
Individual Anointing of the Sick is available by request — call the
parish office at 763-788-9062.

In Need of Prayer? Please Call Us.

To add a name to the weekend Mass petitions or the bulletin,
please call Vicki at 763-788-9062 x 212. For private prayer call
Larene at 763-789-4246.

Pray for Our Loved Ones Who Have Died

Especially Jo Anne Student and all who have died as a result of
violence. May God grant them everlasting peace and joy in the
kingdom of heaven.

Pray for All the Sick—Especially:
Bea Alain - Paul Bona - Tom Botzet - Vickie Botzet
Kathy Fraser - Mary Fredenburg - Shawn Frederixon
Jeanne Fulton - Tom Fulton - Len Jurek - Marge Klimek
Anna Larson - Steven Lauinger - Annette Peifer - Dianne Redman
Greg Sery - Elaine Thunstrom and all those on our prayer chain

If your name was removed and you would like to continue to be
on the prayer list please call 763-788-9062 x 212.

Dear Visitor,

Welcome, we are glad to see you today! Please do not hesitate
to contact us if you have any questions. Know that we are here
for you and that we welcome new members! For more infor-
mation about ICC or to become a member contact Vicki at 763-
788-9062 x 212. Online registration is available at our website,
ICCSonline.org.

'AVAILABLE NOW!

PRINT & DIGITAL AD SPACES

Build your business and help us grow a vibrant
faith community!

Kristee Flynn from LPi, our bulletin
printer, will be securing new ads for
our church in the coming weeks.
As a valuable member of the busi-

ness community, we invite you to
expand your reach and grow your
business with a print ad in our par-
ish bulletin and/or a digital ad fea-
tured on ParishesOnline.com.

®

This Sunday

PANCAKE
BREAKFAST!

Fellowship Hall
8:30-11:30am

Enjoy a delicious breakfast of pancakes,
sausage, potatoes, eggs and beverages!

Adults $8.00

Ages 6-11 $5.00

Kids 5 years and younger free
Credit and debit cards now accepted

This month’s proceeds benefit the
beautificationof our parish campus!

(Practicing) Catholic

Testimony

When my grandmother heard the news that my cousin had fall-
en from a second-story window, she immediately went and
washed her hair.

Grandma had been sitting alone in her house, listening to the
morning radio when the announcer shared a news bulletin stat-
ing that the previous night, a little boy with the same name as
her grandson, living in the same community and of the same
age, had fallen onto the pavement from a window on the second
floor of his house. He had been rushed to the hospital but mi-
raculously survived his injuries.

She thought she was hallucinating and wanted to look pretty
when the “men in white coats” came to take her away. Thus, the
hair-washing.

As it happens, the whole story was true — it was her grandson,
but this was before the age of mobile phones and had happened
so late at night that his parents had been unable to notify any
family members before the whole thing showed up on the news.

It wasn’t until my grandmother received a phone call from an-
other relative corroborating the story that she realized it hadn’t
been a figment of her imagination. What a waste of styled hair,
no hospital committal for her that day.

There are certain truths that we cannot accept unless they are
supported by the testimony of others. We find them to be un-
believable without the reassurance of another person whisper-
ing, “It’s okay. I see it, too.”

This is the value of testimony, and the purpose of John the Bap-
tist and every saint who ever died with the name of Jesus Christ
on their lips. And this is the sacred duty of all the baptized, to
give testimony with our words and our actions.

How will you testify today?
“He was not the light, but came to testify to the light.” — John 1:8

— Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman | ©LPi
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Reflections
Why Do We Do That?—Catholic Life Explained

The Sign of Peace
Question: Why do Catholics give the sign of peace to one another at Mass?

Answer: The sign of peace is a part of the Mass that takes place immedi-
ately after we offer the Lord’s Prayer. Inspired by the Jesus’ words to his
first followers, we stand together in a spirit of communion to pray as Jesus
taught us: “Our Father who art in heaven...” In this prayer, we call for the
coming of God’s kingdom in all its fullness and ask that God provides for
our needs — “Give us, this day, our daily bread” — to forgive our sins and to
bring us to the joy of heaven. It is almost natural, then, that the rite of
peace would follow. As the celebrant prays that Christ’s peace will fill our
hearts, our communities, the Church, and the whole world, we extend to
those around us a sign of peace (usually a hug or a handshake) as a symbol
of the communion that we experience now and will experience forever in
the fullness of the reign of God.

We are also reminded of Jesus’ teachings that if we are at prayer and re-
member that a brother or sister is holding something against us, then we
are to go and seek reconciliation with them before we continue our prayer
(see Matthew 5:23). And so, the sign of peace also reminds us of the need
to truly be in communion — united in love and peace — with God and one
another before we approach the altar to receive the Eucharist.

So, the next time you're at Mass and the time comes for the sign of peace,
remember that this is a moment to celebrate the gift of Christ’s peace that
each of us has received from God and to pass that peace along to those
around us. We need this moment to practice, because this is also the same
peace of Christ that we are instructed to carry out into the world at the
end of Mass when the priest or deacon says to us, “Go, in peace, glorifying
the Lord by your life.”

Live the Liturgy — Inspiration for the Week

God sends a John the Baptist into every person’s life — someone who pre-
pares His way, who calls out His truth. Look for the John the Baptist in
your life. Pray you can be this person for someone else. ©LPi

Word of Life

Respect Life Reflection
“O St. Bakhita, assist all those who are trapped in a state of slavery; inter-
cede with God on their behalf so that they will be released from their
chains of captivity. Those whom man enslaves, let God set free.”

—USCCB, “Prayer to St. Josephine Bakhita”

The Nativity of the Lord
Christmas Mass Schedule
Sunday, December 24,
Vigil Mass of Christmas
5:00 pm, 7:00 pm (in Spanish)

Monday, December 25
Christmas Mass
8:00 am, 10:00 am

DECEMBER 17, 2023

TM Yduw to our sponsors

Please show your support for your parish by also
supporting our advertisers. We wouldn't be able to
bring you our bulletin every week without them!

Bona Bros. Automotive
Personal Attention—Commitment to Serve

5333 University Avenue
763-586-6050 * bonabros.com

Mass Intentions

Sunday, December 17

8:00 am  +Sheila Prokott

10:00 am +Randy and Betty Lou Wilcox
11:30 am  IC Parish

Tuesday, December 19
7:30am  +Jim Johnson

Wednesday, December 20
7:30 am  +Daniel Grow

Thursday, December 21
8:30 am  +Janet Mihalik

Friday, December 22
7:30 am  Fr. James Peterson, +LeRoy Willman

Saturday, December 23
5:00 pm  +John P. Botzet, Jr.

Sunday, December 24
8:00 am  +Clinton Buntin
10:00 am  +Angelique Christine Lepsch
11:30 am  IC Parish
Vigil of Christmas
5:00 pm  +Slawko (Sid) & Iolanda (Linda) Dupak
7:00 pm  IC Parish
+Deceased
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Church Directory

Emergency (Death /Anointing) 763-788-9062 (#9)
Parish

Parish Office 763-788-9062

Monday-Friday: 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

Parish Fax 763-788-0202
Pastor, Fr. Matthew Quail x 215
Accounting Specialist, Kay Karye x 204
Communications Coordinator, Sue Ashmore x 205
Director of Music and Liturgy, Ray Bannon X 214
Director of Operations, Julie Moricz x 202

Maintenance Supervisor, Doug Olson x 218

Parish Office Coordinator, Ximena Bunay x 201
Pastoral Minister, Vicki Bazille x 212
Records Coordinator, Terri Glaeser x 227

Special Event Coordinator, Jami Bridgeman x 221

Wedding Coordinator, Barb Hartwick x 204
Faith Formation
Director of Faith Formation, Mary Nawrocki ~ x 210
Administrative Assistant, Mary Scott x 208
School
School Office 763-788-9065
School Fax 763-788-9066
Principal, Jane Bona (jpona@immac-church.org) x 220
Director of Admissions, Lydia Zimmerman x 207
Director of Advancement, Seyha Saumweber — x 213
Administrative Assistant, Sherri Macko x 219

Parish Pastoral Council Members

Daryl Post * Maria Hamilton ¢ Sue Nyvold ¢ Jerry Earley
Tom Herschbach ¢ Marcus Paulson * Stacy McVary
Fr. Matthew Quail (Parochial Administrator)
Jane Bona (School Principal)
Al Haeg (Parish Trustee)
Patrick McVary (Parish Trustee)
Low Gluten Hosts

Low gluten hosts (.002 gluten) are available.
Come to the sacristy before Mass to request one.

Visit our website at ICCSonline.org

BEAR
WITNESS

TO THE
LIGHT

om

Gospel Meditation

3rd Sunday of Advent

Why do we believe in Jesus and the Catholic Church? Why should we
continue to do so? We've never seen him face-to-face (at least not
most of us, I assume). Most of us have never had mystical visions of
angels or saints. We live in the same world as our atheist and secular-
ists friends. Why do we believe in Christ if we've never seen him?

The simple, symbolic answer the Gospel presents to us this week
might surprise us: we believe because of John the Baptist. Early in
John’s Gospel we hear: “There was a man sent from God, his name
was John. He came for testimony, to bear witness to the light, that
all might believe through him.” The Baptist powerfully announces
Jesus. This is a historical fact, and it is also now a pattern at work in
our lives.

John the Baptist stands for the entirety of the old covenant, everything
entrusted to the Jewish people. And yet he prophetically opens the
door to something entirely new in Jesus, to the revival and fulfillment
of God’s promises. In every generation, and in every human life, God
continues to do this. He has done it through people named Augustine,
Francis, Catherine, Theresa, and countless others. In my life, the Bap-
tist’s spirit has come through persons named Eric, Paul, Mary, and
Ron. I challenge you to name at least three people through whom God
has announced the coming of Jesus in your life. Consciously thank God
for their testimony. And let’s commit ourselves to listening to the spirit
of John the Baptist testify again this week so that we might more
strongly believe in the light.

—Father John Muir | OLPi

I rejoice heartily in the LORD,
in my God is the joy of my soul.

~Isaiah 61:10



THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Council of Catholic Women

Last Chance Nut Sale

This is the last weekend for the nut sale. Nuts are nutritious,
delicious and make great Christmas and hostess gifts. The
Council of Catholic Women wish to thank everyone that has
supported our fundraiser by purchasing nuts or helping in any
way.

Bake Sale and Boutique

The Council of Catholic Women extends a heartfelt thank you
to everyone for your generous donations of baked goods, love-
ly crafts and holiday home décor to the Christmas Bake Sale
and Boutique. And thank you to all those who stopped by to
support us through your purchases. It was another successful
sale! We couldn't do it without you!

Gods blessings to all in 2024!

Looking ahead, when you're packing up your Christmas décor
at the end of the season this year and you have items you may
no longer want or have a need for, we'd be happy to take them

for our holiday décor area next year. Please call either Sandy at

763-789-3246 or Mary Ann at 763-780-5911 to make arrange-
ments for drop off or pick up at your home.

The Week Ahead

Sunday, December 10
CCW NUL Sal€...eeeereriieeenceeireeneenennenneaenaes 7:30 am - 1:00 pm
IC Pancake Breakfast........c.ccccoeereeivnieneenne 8:30 am - 11:30am

Tuesday, December 12
Charismatic Prayer Group ......c.cc.cceeeveuneen. 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

Eucharistic Adoration

“Brothers and sisters: Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. In all
circumstances give thanks for this is the will of God for you in
Christ Jesus.” (1 Thessalonians 5:16)

Come and spend time in prayer during this Advent season in
our Eucharistic adoration chapel. Our Lord, present in the

Blessed Sacrament on the chapel altar, is there waiting for you.

Our chapel is open Monday through Friday beginning at 7:00
am and all are welcome!

We are looking for more scheduled adorers. We have the fol-
lowing open hours: Wednesdays at 10:00 am and Fridays at
2:00 pm. We are also in need of partner adorers for many
more hours. If you would like to schedule an adoration hour,
are unable to attend your scheduled hour, or have questions
about adoration, please call Sandy at 763-789-3246.

Note: The chapel will be closed on Monday and Tuesday, De-
cember 25 and 26 for the Christmas holiday and on Monday
and Tuesday, January 1 and 2 for the New Year holiday.

DECEMBER 17, 2023

IMMACULATE T CONCEPTION
Catholic Church

A Legacy of Light

CAMPAIGN UPDATES

sGoal -Pledges -Received - Remaining

S RAISED

52,000,000

$1,500,000

51,000,000

$500,000

Projection as of Nov 11, 2023

Praise God! We have raised enough for the removal and
replacement of the boiler. The Legacy of Light Campaign
team has gotten the bids and are set to schedule the
removal when contractors are available,

We have also raised enough money to remove the oil tank.
Our hope is to schedule the removal in the spring or
summer of 2024,

LOOKING AHEAD

REMAINING PROJECT PRIORITIES

1.Replace Gym and Parish Office Roof
2.Upgrade School Elevator

3.Main Electrical Service

4.Church Floor Tile

5.Ministry Initiatives

GOT QUESTIONS?

E] q @E Contact Seyha Saumweber,
= Director of Advancement, with questions
Y f % regarding the Legacy of Light Capital

Campaign or on how to give.

seyha@immac-church.org

Scan to give or visit: www.tinyurl.com/iclol 763-788-9062 ext. 213
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washburn-mcreavy. com

Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services

612.781.6828

NORTHEAST CHAPEL COLUMBIA HEIGHTS CHAPEL HILLSIDE CHAPEL

2901 Johnson Street NE

2610 19th Avenue NE
612.781.1999

4101 Central Avenue NE
763.789.4436

. H 1 ABC COATING CO. £ y .
Sarna’s Classic Grill OF MN, INC. K VER?IgﬂeySgl LI;VIVS)IUM E \ : ]_ |I='. L \c _1
763-788-3939 Alfredo & Sylvia Rocha s cSwiBems | cEomim | -
All'Y C Eat Sund B h 10-2 Epoxy Coated Rebar 411G LA Suite 206 S 5 Dr. Andrew Wahl, Board Certified Orthodontist
outan unday Brunch 10- 2500 W County Rd. B, Door 16A + Roseville lh L etlma v NE’72§_67§8_1605 1| 612.788.9666- Discoverbraces.com

3939 Universily Ave., Columbia Heights 612-378-1855 R Moo unan-con 850 County Road D West + New Brighton, MN 55112
SN TR LTI BILLMAN-HUNT FUNERAL CHAPEL ,
: P B & CREMATION SERVICES CHROnVARNER - CHET'S
. LQIUSEPPLY , HIROPRACTIC CLINIC fstiots SHOES
: ITAUAN RISTORANTE 1435 Silver Lake Rd. : Robert F., JOhﬂ_lVl. , Jeffery M., Hunt, Dr. Leanne Warner Columbia Heights Spring Lake Park

651-631-2744 i Directors 2726 Johnson St. N.E. « 612-789-1010 | | 763.788.5476 763.253.1079
1

'$3 (O3 SIS 612-789-3535 2701 Central Ave. NE

“New Patients Welcome”

ANGELL FAMILY
DENTISTRY, PA.

Combining Experience with Technology
763.788.2215
423 - 40th Ave NE
Columbm Helghts MN 55421
istry.com *

istry.com

WWW.

Two reasons why we supply free loaners
y Drive your car in, or have it toed.

“§“ACentral Avenue Auto Body
2628 Central Ave. NE, Minneapolis
612-781-2711  www.centralaveautobody.com

$5 off of purchase
of $25 or more

\#
EL TEQUILA

MEXICAN GRILL & BAR

763-710-5723
4005 Central Avenue NE
Columbia Heights

not valid with other offers

o Drain Cleaning [l Daniel Mungia

o Hydro Jetting 1 651-392-0832

* Sewer Camera
651-231-6276
500 Village Center Dr

EdinaRealty.
North Oaks, MN 55127

marciahernick @ edinarealty.com

* Faucets T
WER & DRAINS
www.ezplumbingmn.com

o Toilets

BUNA BROS. suromorive @

Immlgratlon Attorney

Personal Attention ~ Chaudhary
Commitment to Serve q_w Law Office
5333 University Ave. (s.E. Comer of 694 & University) (612) 206-3721
763-586-6050 » www.honabros.com WWW.CHAUDLAW.COM

Power ez LAWN MOWERS
® ONESOURCE Equipment %77I0EAS
R MINNEAPOLIS SAW INC. o cpuss rau
Home | Auto |[Commercial | Recreation * &7 GRASS TRIMIMERS
SALES © PARTS * SERVICE
Call me to shop the lowest rate for you OLISSAW.CO! Q7 LEAF BLOWERS
from the 30+ “A” rated carrier partners MINNEAPOLISSAW.COM &7 SNOW BLOWERS
763-781-9312 |1 831 40TH AVE NE
Terry Peffer 163'511'2122

Agent

45th Ave NE & Central
Follow us on Facebook or
Twitter at tastypizzamn
Order online at
www.tastypizzatogo.com

God Bless & Thank You for your support!

612-255-9846

tpeffer@onesourceib.com

https://terrypefferinsurance.com/
1300 Godward St., Suite 300 ¢ Minneapolis, MN 54413

Whether you
choose burial
or cremation,
we’re here to
honor your
wishes.

' Moll 6210 Hwy 65 NE
‘j l el‘ Fridley, MN 55432
FUNERAL HOME & CREMATORY 763-571-1300

Burial ¢ Cremation ¢ Gatherings

IF YOU LIVE ALONE [y

MDMedAlert!™ cALLNoWr S 19+
+« Ambulance/Police 800 808 9294 :c . 0
"'-.____h\‘

v Family/Friends
v/ GPS & Fall Alert 4 md-medalert.com

Got Snow?
Call 612-407-4141
Angel Polivio

Owner & Parishioner
Snow Removal on Weekends

Donate in honor

of someone you love.
servicedogsforvets.com

Place Your Ad Here and
Support our Parish!

Instantly create and
purchase an ad with

HEIGHTS BAKERY fi- gty riviera
4925 Central Ave NE Hapals = Sloek Fusaral Home
Open Tues-Fri 5am-6pm ¢ Saturday 6am-4pm Sunset Funeral l?ﬂﬂl! & Cemetery
763-572-0624 “Digniy:
Debbie Doty, Parishioner Owned and Operated by Akkerwoods [MAIL inc.

catholicmatch’
Minnesota
CatholicMatch.com/MN

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Kristee Flynn

kflynn@4LPi.com * (800) 950-9952 x2251

Immaculate Conception, Columbia Heights, MN A 4C 02-0437
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