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MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 5:30 pm
Sunday 8:00 & 10:30 am
Tuesday-Friday 8:00 am

RECONCILIATION
Wednesday 5:00-6:00 pm
Saturday 4:00-5:00 pm

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Fridays 8:30-9:30 am
First Friday 7:00-8:00 pm

ROSARY FOR PEACE
� ird � ursday 8:30 am

MARRIAGE Please contact the church offi  ce at 
least six (6) months prior to the desired date of the 
wedding.

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK Any Catholic who is 
in danger due to age or health, or undergoing medical 
procedures and feels the need for the Sacrament of the 
Anointing of the Sick, please contact Father Charles. 
It is the parish’s custom to do anointings during the 
daily Mass, but they can also be administered privately. 
For emergencies,  call the parish offi  ce 892-5202 and 
follow the prompt for emergencies.

BAPTISM Please email Deacon Danny
dmusso@arch-no.org or contact the offi  ce to begin 
preparations. Seminars are held on the last Monday of 
the month, 7:00 p.m.

MISSION STATEMENT
Guided by the Gospel, strengthened by the Eucharist, and inspired by Benedictine 
values, the mission of St. Benedict Catholic Church is to be a vibrant family of 
believers, worshipping God with joy, excitement, and reverence.  Forming the 
Body of Christ and acting upon our faith in Jesus, we strive to spread the Good 
News by engaging in ministries of hospitality, hope, education, spirituality, and 
social justice to each other and those beyond our community.
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Let us get up then, at last, for 
the Scriptures rouse us, the 
Rule of St. Benedict urges us. 
Let us open our eyes to the 
light … and our ears to the 
voice from heaven that every 
day calls out. … “If you hear 
his voice today, do not 
harden your hearts” (Ps 
95:8). On July 11 the Church 
celebrates the Solemnity of 
St. Benedict, and his words 
from 1,500 years ago seem 
perfectly fitting for our 
challenging and changing 
times. 

The Rule of St. Benedict was 
written around 530, a time 
when the Roman Empire had 
collapsed and Christianity’s 
existence in Europe was 
threatened. Given our 
current cultural situation and 
its parallels with his time, I 
believe we can find fruit in 
St. Benedict’s teachings. 

St. Benedict grew up surrounded by a culture that was 
morally corrupt but with the grace of God lived a virtuous 
life. After spending some time in Rome for studies, he fled 
its moral decadence to pursue a more solitary life. St. 
Benedict lived the life of a hermit for several years before he 
eventually founded several monasteries, which became 
centers of prayer, manual labor, and learning. 

St. Benedict begins his rule by urging the monks to Listen 
carefully to the master’s instructions and attend to them with 
the ear of your heart (Rule, Prologue 1). For non-monks, this 
means establishing a daily time to listen to the Lord, both in 
reading the Scriptures and in conversational prayer and 
meditation.  Our sure foundation during these trying times 
should be God’s will for each of us, not the constantly 
changing messages that bombard us in the news or on social 
media. For some, every online trend has become a form of 
gospel that must be adhered to with religious conviction. But 
the faith handed down to us from the Apostles is the only true 
Gospel, and only it can save souls. Although the times and 
technology were different, St. Benedict understood the 
importance of listening to “the master’s instructions.” 

In his book, The Holy Spirit in the Life of Jesus, the preacher 
of the Papal Household, Father Raniero Cantalamessa, 
addresses the need to arm ourselves for battle “with the world 
rulers of this present darkness” (cf. Jn 10:12). At the heart of 
his reflection is the insight that “Jesus freed himself from 
Satan by an act of total obedience to the Father’s will, once 
and for all handing over his free will to him, so that he could 
truly say, ‘My food is to do the will of the one who sent me’” 
(Jn 4:34, The Holy Spirit in the Life of Jesus, p. 36). 

The question we must ask ourselves is: Do I put Our Father’s 
will first in my life in every decision I make and in all that I 
say and do? If we place the Father’s will at the center of our 
lives and truly listen to him with “the ears of our hearts” as 
St. Benedict taught, we will be prepared for whatever 
happens and always give witness to the love of God and 
others. We live in a world that has removed God from 
culture. History, both salvation history and world history, 
shows clearly what happens when this occurs. When God is 
removed, something else becomes “god.” Societies decline 
and eventually fall and disappear unless they return to the 
true God and become cultures that promote a life of holiness 
and virtue. 

There is at least one additional lesson from St. Benedict’s 
rule that is applicable in these times of societal disunity and 
division. The monks, nuns, and sisters of the Benedictine 
spiritual family are known for their hospitality. The Rule 
teaches this virtue in this way: All guests who present 
themselves are to be welcomed as Christ, for he himself will 
say: “I was a stranger and you welcomed me” (Mt 25:35). 
Proper honor must be shown to all, especially to those who 
share our faith (Gal 6:10) and to pilgrims (Rule, #53). 

Let us make it our prayer to be able to see others as Christ 
himself coming to us, even if they are clothed in what (Saint) 
Mother Teresa called, “the distressing disguise of the poor.” 
If we continually seek the will of the Father and ask in 
prayer for our hearts and will to be conformed to His, 
then we will be able to weather any challenge. 
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Solemnity of Saint Benedict 

Tuesday, July 12 
+Robert Peterson

Wednesday, July 13 
+Brendan Fitzsimmons

Thursday, July 14 
+Brendan Fitzsimmons

Friday, July 15 
+Brendan Fitzsimmons

Saturday, July 16 
5:30 p.m. 

+Tom Norton, Christine Davis, Patrick Rapp,
Robbye Rapp, +Nancy Hudson, +Janice Murray, 

+Ronald Adams, +George Bartley

 Sunday, July 17 
8:00 a.m. 

+Justin Aaron Gilman, Paul Lucia,
+George & Lillian Fischer

10:30 a.m. 
Parishioners of Saint Benedict 

Happening this Week 
Tuesday, July 12 
  Altar Society Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, July 13 
  Lunch Ministry 8:45 a.m.  
  Sacrament of Reconciliation available, 5:00 to 6 p.m. 
  Knights of Columbus Meeting 6:30 p.m.   
Thursday, July 14 
  Men’s Club Luncheon 
Friday, July 15 
  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, 8:30-9:30 a.m.   
Saturday, July 16 
  Sacrament of Reconciliation available, 4:00 to 5 p.m. 
  Black & Indian Home Mission Collection  

Sunday, July 17 
  Black & Indian Home Mission Collection   

Prayer List 
Deacon Nelvin Luke, Jim Seward, Anthony Sorrentino, 
Dee Sylvia, Earline Todd, Julie Wagner, Tina Zocco, Clara 
Armstrong, Dr. Jerry Casey, Lisa Valley, Scott Lee, Carol 
Everhardt, Bennett Miller, Joanne Leber, Anna Isone, 
Gerardo Antonucci, Presley Patrick, Kaiden Lessard, 
Jennifer Bradley, Derek Feske, Fred and Lynne Guillot, 
Ryan Ware, Lois Seals, Timothy Rollman, Vivian LeBlanc, 
Michael Duran, Donna McFatter, Angela Brady, Jackie 
Catalanotto, Jean Kelt, Judy Woolley, Joseph Candilora, 
John DeSilva, Phillip E. Lee, Sr., Gloria Nordman, Jan 
Nordman 

A second collection will be taken up next 
weekend for the Black and Indian Mission 
Office. The Black and Indian Mission Collection 
exists to help local African American and 
Native American Diocesan Communities 
throughout the United States spread the Good 
News of Jesus Christ and respond to real and 
pressing needs on the ground. 
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