
20370 Smith Road, Covington, LA 70435 • Offi  ce: 985-892-5202 • Fax: 985-892-4211
Social Assistance Requests:  985-214-6237

www.stbenedictchurchcovington.com • Email: offi  ce@stbencov.org         www.facebook.com/stbencov
Offi  ce Hours: Monday-Friday 8:45 am-4:00 pm

Pastor  Very Rev. Charles J. Benoit, O.S.B., V.F. cbenoit@arch-no.org
Deacon  Rev. Mr. Daniel Musso dmusso@arch-no.org
Deacon  Rev. Mr. Ellis Iverson      eiverson@arch-no.org
Parish Secretary Channon Horner offi  ce@stbencov.org
Parish Catechetical Leader (PCL):  Corina Montreuil psr@stbencov.org
Youth Minister Bobby Th omas  985-373-5198
RCIA Corina Montreuil   rcia@stbencov.org
Lunch Ministry Janie Ellis jellis1129@gmail.com
 Anna Bienvenu annabienvenu@gmail.com 
Communion Ministers  Susan Desilva shd777@charter.net
Communion to the Sick  Parish Offi  ce  985-892-5202
Lectors Darlene Bertrand  dennisbertrand@bellsouth.net
Ushers Phil Rapp rapppp1976@outlook.com
Blanket Ministry Jackie Edrington jgednotary@yahoo.com
Men’s Club Clint Jacob, President Warrinercontrol@gmail.com 
Altar Society Lorelle Russell, President lorellwr@yahoo.com
Knights of Columbus Council 3061   
 Grand Knight, Dale Bratschi gkcouncil3061@gmail.com

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 5:30 pm
Sunday  8:00 & 10:30 am
Tuesday-Friday 8:00 am

RECONCILIATION
Wednesday 5:00-6:00 pm
Saturday 4:00-5:00 pm

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Fridays  8:30-9:30 am
First Friday 7:00-8:00 pm

ROSARY FOR PEACE
� ird � ursday 8:30 am

MARRIAGE Please contact the church offi  ce at 
least six (6) months prior to the desired date of the 
wedding.

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK Any Catholic who is 
in danger due to age or health, or undergoing medical 
procedures and feels the need for the Sacrament of the 
Anointing of the Sick, please contact Father Charles. 
It is the parish’s custom to do anointings during the 
daily Mass, but they can also be administered privately. 
For emergencies,  call the parish offi  ce 892-5202 and 
follow the prompt for emergencies.

BAPTISM Please email Deacon Danny
dmusso@arch-no.org or contact the offi  ce to begin 
preparations. Seminars are held on the last Monday of 
the month, 7:00 p.m.

MISSION STATEMENT
Guided by the Gospel, strengthened by the Eucharist, and inspired by Benedictine 
values, the mission of St. Benedict Catholic Church is to be a vibrant family of 
believers, worshipping God with joy, excitement, and reverence.  Forming the 
Body of Christ and acting upon our faith in Jesus, we strive to spread the Good 
News by engaging in ministries of hospitality, hope, education, spirituality, and 
social justice to each other and those beyond our community.



Saint Benedict Catholic Church 
Covington, LA January 1, 2023 
 

Today is a double feast so to speak, but the two feasts are closely associated. This is the 
Octave Day of Christmas, or the eighth day of Christmas. However, today is also the 
Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God. In Jewish tradition a male child 
was circumcised on the eighth day after his birth. On that same day the child was officially 
given his name. Thus, it was on this day that the Lord received the name Jesus. The third 
connection of these two liturgical celebrations is the addition of calling our Blessed Mother 
the Mother of God. Among Vatican II documents it is clearly stated, "Clearly from earliest 
times the Blessed Virgin is honored under the title of Mother of God.” 

 

This feast is naturally a celebration of Mary’s motherhood of Jesus. It stems from the Greek 
word theotokos that translates as “God-bearer” (or “She who gave birth to God”). This title 
was adopted at the First Council of Ephesus, held in the summer of 431 AD.  

  

Our First Reading from the Book of Numbers is familiar to most of us because of its inclusion of the prayer of Aaron 
that we may have experienced often within our lives as Christians. We are gifted by God. What greater gift can we have 
beyond The Lord let His face shine upon you?  To be aware that God may look upon us and be pleased, not because of who 
we are or what we may have done, but because we are in Jesus Christ, might be the largest source of peace and power 
in our lives. However, we need to realize that, and we need to live our lives as that is the reality. 
 

Three times within this blessing we hear The Lord. First it is God the Father who blesses His children; then it is God the 
Son whose face shines upon us and brings us grace; finally, it is God the Holy Spirit who communicates to us the feelings 
of God, and Who gives us peace as a result. There are no accidents in Scripture, and this threefold blessing from our 
God is no accident either. 
  

In our second reading from St. Paul’s letter to the Galatians, Paul states God sent His Son, born of a woman. That simple 
statement ties together with today’s feasts as well as to the initial reading and the Gospel message. Jesus came not just 
as God’s Son, but also as one born to a woman. Being born of a woman is a somewhat veiled confirmation of our belief in 
a virgin birth represented by the Immaculate Conception. Although Jesus called Himself consistently the Son of Man, 
Paul never states that Christ was born of a man and a woman. He was born of a woman with God as the Father. Paul, 
too, seems to confirm that Mary is truly the Mother of God. 
  

Everything we celebrate today is brought to completion by the Gospel Reading from St. Luke. This reading is so rich in 
content and meaning there is no way we can truly do it justice in this short space. However, focusing on a specific 
statement within it often helps us explain it. It is the last few verses that put it all together:  When eight days were completed 
for his circumcision, he was named Jesus, the name given him by an angel before he was conceived in the womb. There we find the Octave 
of Christmas (eight days) and the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Mother of God.  
 

The next verse from Luke speaks to When the days were completed for their purification…  What a strong reference to the 
Octave of Christmas as well as to the Motherhood of God by Mary. It does not say “his” purification, but “their” 
purification. Mary, the Mother of God, and Jesus, the Son of God, were both pure.  And what a gift they are to us! 
 
          All my love, 
 

 Fr. Charles, O.S.B.
 

 
💥  🎉  Happy New Year!  🎉  💥   

 

The Parish Office will be closed until Tuesday, 
January 3rd, in observance of New Year’s.  We 
would like to wish everyone a very Blessed and 
Happy New Year, and for those who will be 
traveling a safe trip to and from their destinations.  
 
 
 
 

 

CHRISTMAS THANK YOU  
 

Thank you to everyone who made our Christmas liturgies 
beautiful and inspiring.  From the music ministry to the 
ushers, deacons to the lectors, and everyone else who 
assisted, your commitment to the liturgy is very much 
appreciated.  Thanks also to the members of the Altar 
Society and Men’s Club who helped decorate the Church.  
In a special way, we would like to thank Betty Lemoine 
who coordinated the poinsettias and who coordinates the 
flowers on the altar every week of the year.   
 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Octave Day of Christmas:  Mary, the Holy Mother of God 

 

 
 

Tuesday, January 3 
+Deceased Members of Gomila Family 

 

Wednesday, January 4 
Members of Marianite Guild 

 

Thursday, January 5 
+John Rollman 

 

Friday, January 6  
Louis Haar 

 

Saturday, January 7 
5:30 p.m. 

+Carrol & Claudette Arcement, +Guy Palermo,  
+Narvey & Esma DeLage, +Bob & Jane Ayerst,  

+Steve & Anna Balogh, +George & Laverne Novak, 
+Robbie Stiener, +Father Sam Polizzi, +Mike Langhart, 

+Mike Lucas, +Helen Regner, +Janice LeBlanc,  
John DeSilva     

  Sunday, January 8 
8:00 a.m. 

Parishioners of Saint Benedict 
 

10:30 a.m. 
+Sandra Margavio, +Marie Labat, +Abe Hebert,  
+Diane Bothman, Luke Mondello, Anne Dale, 

+Father Jimmy Jeanfreau, Joey & Karen Sedtal,  
+Deanie LeBlanc  

 
 
 
 

Happening this Week 
 
Monday, January 2 
  Parish Office Closed 
 

Wednesday, January 4 
  Lunch Ministry 8:45 a.m.  
  Sacrament of Reconciliation available 5 – 6:00 p.m. 
  Family Faith Formation 6:00 p.m.       

Friday, January 6 
  Friday Adoration after Mass          

Saturday, January 7 
  Sacrament of Reconciliation available 4 – 5:00 p.m.       

Sunday, January 8  
  Family Faith Formation 11:45 a.m.  
 

 
 
 
 

 

Prayer List 
Deacon Nelvin Luke, Jim Seward, Anthony Sorrentino, 
Dee Sylvia, Julie Wagner, Tina Zocco, Clara Armstrong, 
Dr. Jerry Casey, Lisa Valley, Scott Lee, Carol Everhardt, 
Bennett Miller, Joanne Leber, Anna Isone, Gerardo 
Antonucci, Presley Patrick, Kaiden Lessard, Jennifer 
Bradley, Derek Feske, Fred Guillot, Ryan Ware, Lois 
Seals, Timothy Rollman, Vivian LeBlanc,  Donna 
McFatter, Angela Brady, Jackie Catalanotto, Jean Kelt, 
Joseph Candilora, John DeSilva, Phillip E. Lee, Sr., Gloria 
Nordman, Jan Nordman, Flavia Langan, Addie Pitre 
 
 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP – December 25th 
 

 

      Weekly Collection:                $6,212 
      Christmas Collection:                 $10,646 
      E-Giving Online:                                       $5,402 
      Poor Box:      $2,560 
      Building Fund:     $95 
      Building Fund on Deposit:     $438,611     
             

Thank you for your generosity! 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please consider utilizing our parish’s online giving 
program. Explore the convenience of online giving 

at giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/stbencov  
or by scanning our QR code. 

 
 

 

Offering envelopes are now mailed to your 
home every other month. If you are not 
currently receiving envelopes and would 
like to (or if you have yet to receive your 
2023  envelopes), please contact the Parish 
Office (892-5202). Please consider utilizing 
our parish’s online giving program, which is 
the safest and most convenient way to support 
the parish financially.  The link and QR code 
can be found in the “Stewardship” post.   
 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



 A
d

v
e

rtise
 

B
u

sin
e

ss
O

n
lin

e
 a

t D
io

c
e
sa

n
.c

o
m

/
1-8

0
0

-6
3

3
-112

2

Delaune & Associates
Stephanie Delaune LeBouef
A Senior AdviSory Service

Medicare Supplements/Advantage & 
Part D Plans, Life, Individual/Group Health

19438 Tice Rd.
adelaune@bellsouth.net 985-892-5241
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