


Saint Benedict Catholic Church 
Covington, LA December 3, 2023 
 

 
Home Prayers  

for the Advent Wreath 
 

 
Blessing of the Advent Wreath 

(Done only the first week of Advent) 
 
+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
O God,  
by whose word all things are sanctified,  
pour forth your blessing   
upon this wreath,  
and grant that we who use it  
may prepare our hearts  
for the coming of Christ  
and may receive from your abundant graces 
through Jesus Christ your Son, our Lord,  
who lives and reigns with you  
and the Holy Spirit,  
God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 
The first violet candle is lit, then the following prayer is said. 
 
 
Let us pray. 
 
O Lord,  
stir up your might and come! 
Be our protector and liberator: 
rescue us from the dangers  
that threaten us because of our sins,  
and lead us to our salvation. 
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ,  
your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you  
and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Tuesday, December 5 
+Carlos Hernandez 

 

Wednesday, December 6 
Members of the Marianite Guild 

 

Thursday, December 7 
8:00 a.m. 

Hernandez Family 
7:00 p.m. 

Pertuit Family 
 

Friday, December 8  
Parishioners of Saint Benedict 

 

Saturday, December 9 
5:30 p.m.  

+Mary Mayo, +Joe & Gwen Gagliano, +Abe Hebert, 
Rob & Pam Mingo, Alleen Hebert, +Payton Strain,  

+Ruth Accardo, +Nelvin & Joyce Luke, Earl Lemoine, 
+Br. Anselm Hollingsworth, O.S.B.   

 

  Sunday, December 10 
8:00 a.m. 

Parishioners of Saint Benedict 
10:30 a.m. 

+Cecile Desselle, Brian Naccari, +Brenda Glass,  
+David Stein, +Phillip E. Lee, Jr. 

 

Prayer List 
Jim Seward, Anthony Sorrentino, Dee Sylvia, Julie Wagner, Tina 
Zocco, Clara Armstrong, Lisa Valley, Scott Lee, Carol Everhardt, 
Bennett Miller, Joanne Leber, Anna Isone, Gerardo Antonucci, 
Presley Patrick, Kaiden Lessard, Jennifer Bradley, Derek Feske, 
Fred Guillot, Ryan Ware, Timothy Rollman, Vivian LeBlanc, 
Angela Brady, Jackie Catalanotto, Judy Woolley, Joseph Candilora, 
Phillip E. Lee, Sr., Gloria Nordman, Jan Nordman, Flavia Langan, 
Addie Pitre, Harry LeBlanc, Carol Vickers, Evan Cartozzo, Ed 
Ansardi, Debra Dwight, Margaret Ruiz 
 

 

Annual Christmas Card Campaign 
 

Mail bins will be placed at the entrance of the church to begin 
collecting your Christmas Cards for those in our community 
in Long Term Care, Nursing, and Rehabilitation Homes.  
Please include the “thoughts and prayers from the 
Parishioners of St. Benedict Parish” in your Christmas 
greeting/signature.  Place your Christmas cards in the mail 
bins no later than Wednesday, December 13th.   
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 Poinsettia Sponsorship Form

If you would like to sponsor a poinsettia for Christmas, please place 
your donation of $20.00 per poinsettia in an envelope marked 
“Poinsettias” with this form and and place it in the weekend collection 
or drop it off at the office by 9 a.m. on December 18th.  It is important 
that you PRINT your dedication CLEARLY in order to avoid errors. 

Please note: One person, couple, family or group per numbered line. 
$20 per Poinsettia/Dedication Line. 

Donor Name(s): ________________________________________________

Quantity _________________ X $20 each = $__________________

In Honor of:

1.______________________________ 

2.______________________________

3.______________________________

4.______________________________       

5.____________________________ 

6.____________________________ 

In Memory of:

1.____________________________ 

2.____________________________

3.____________________________

4.____________________________       

5.____________________________ 

6.____________________________ 
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Saint Benedict Catholic Church 

 December 2023  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 	  

 
   

 
 

1	
Friday	Adoration	
after	8:00	a.m.	

Mass 
 

2	
Sacrament	of	
Reconciliation	
4:00	–	5:00	p.m. 

3	
Angel	Tree	

Deadline	for	gifts	
to	be	returned	to	
the	Church	by	

Noon	
	

	
 
 

 

4	
Angel	Tree	Sorting	
of	gifts	9:30	a.m.	

	

KC	Choir	Practice	
6:30	p.m.	

	
	
 

5	
Angel	Tree	
Distribution		
of	gifts		

8:00	a.m.	–	Noon	
	
 
 

6	
Lunch	Ministry	

8:45	a.m.	
	

Sacrament	of	
Reconciliation	
5:00	–	6:00	p.m.		

 

Family	Faith	
Formation	
	6:00	p.m. 

7	
Vigil	Mass	of	the	
Immaculate	
Conception	at	
7:00	p.m.	

	
 
 

8		
Mass	of	the	
Immaculate	
Conception	at	

8	a.m.		
	

Parish	Office	
Closed	

	

Friday	Adoration	
after	8:00	a.m.	

Mass 

9	
First	Reconciliation	

10:00	a.m.	
	

Sacrament	of	
Reconciliation	
4:00	–	5:00	p.m.	

 

Retirement	Fund	for	
Religious	Appeal		

 
 

10		
Retirement	Fund	
for	Religious	
Appeal	

 

Family	Faith	
Formation	
11:45	a.m. 

11		
Terra	Maraie	
Homeowners	

Meeting	2:00	p.m.	
	

KC	Choir	Practice	
6:30	p.m.	

 
 

12		
Grief	

Support	
Group	

1:00	p.m.	
 
 
 
 

13		
Lunch	Ministry	

8:45	a.m.	
	

Sacrament	of	
Reconciliation		
5:00	–	6:00	p.m.	

 
 

14	
 

 
 

15		
Friday	Adoration	
after	8:00	a.m.	

Mass	
 
 

16		
Men’s	Club	Nativity	

Scene	Set	Up		
9:00	am	

	

Sacrament	of	
Reconciliation	
4:00	–	5:00	p.m.	

 

Bambinelli	Sunday	
Bring	the	infant	
Jesus	from	your	
Nativity	Scene	to	

Church	
 

17	
	
Bambinelli	Sunday	
Bring	the	infant	
Jesus	from	your	
Nativity	Scene	to	

Church	
	

	
 

18	
	

KC	Choir	Practice	
6:30	p.m.	

 

19			
 

20	
Lunch	Ministry	

8:45	a.m.	
 

Parish	Office	
Closes	at	Noon	

 

NO	Sacrament	of	
Reconciliation	at		
St.	Benedict			

	

Deanery	Penance	
Service	at	Most	
Holy	Trinity	at		
7:00	p.m.	

 

21	
Rosary	for	Peace	
after	8:00	a.m.	

Mass	
 

Parish	Office	
Closed 

 
 
 

22		
Friday	Adoration	
after	8:00	a.m.	

Mass	
 

Parish	Office	
Closed 

 
 
 

23		
Sacrament	of	
Reconciliation	
4:00	–	5:00	p.m.	

 
 
 

24	
	

	
	

Christmas	Vigil	
Masses	at		
4	p.m.	and		
7	p.m.	

 

25	
	

	
	

Mass	at	8	a.m.		
 

Parish	Office	
Closed	

 

26	
Parish	Office	

Closed	
 

 
	

 

27		
Lunch	Ministry	

8:45	a.m.	
 

Parish	Office	
Closed 

	

NO Sacrament	of	
Reconciliation		

 

28	
Parish	Office	

Closed 
	

29	
Friday	Adoration	
after	8:00	a.m.	

Mass	
 

Parish	Office	
Closed 

 
 

30	
Sacrament	of	
Reconciliation	
4:00	–	5:00	p.m.	

	

	Blessing	of	
Marriages	at	the	end	

of	Mass 

31	
Blessing	of	

Marriages	at	the	
end	of	Mass	

	

Coffee	&	Donuts	
after	all	Masses 
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This Friday is the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception.  
Mary is the patroness of the United States under the title of her 
Immaculate Conception. This name means that the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, in the first instant of her conception, was 
preserved free from all stain of original sin. Two key passages 
in the Bible help us understand Scripture’s evidence regarding 
the Immaculate Conception.  
 

We read in Genesis 3:15:  
I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
 and between your seed and her seed;  
He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise  
His heel.  

 

This passage (God is speaking in the first person to the serpent, 
Satan) appears immediately following the sin of Adam and 
Eve. Mercifully, it contains the first glimpse in Scripture of 
God’s plan of redemption for the human race: the deliverance 
from Satan who had just deceived, and the restoration of our 
relationship with God. The seed or “offspring” of the woman 
is Jesus Christ Who, through His passion, death (“you shall 
bruise his heel”) and resurrection, will strike at the head of the 
serpent (Satan, and his seed, as well as all who choose evil), 
and ultimately defeat him. The “enmity” (complete, total, 
irreversible opposition) described here exists between not only 
“her seed,” but the “woman” herself and Satan. The “woman” 
of Genesis 3:15 is Mary, and if there were any semblance of a 
“tainted” (by sin) nature in her, the word “enmity” could not 
have been used. We have from the beginning a strong 
foreshadowing of the great gift of Mary’s Immaculate 
Conception (See Catechism of the Catholic Church 410, 411).  
 

In the New Testament, the principal Scriptural reference for the 
Immaculate Conception is revealed in the words of the Angel 
Gabriel to Mary: And he came to her and said, Hail, full of 
grace, the Lord is with you! (Luke 1:29) The Angel Gabriel 
does not use Mary’s name but calls her “full of grace.” Unlike 
each of us who has a fallen nature, God created Mary with a 
fullness of grace that is part of her very nature. Where there is 
a plentitude, there cannot be a privation. This fullness of grace 
is appropriate only for the woman who was to give God’s Son 
an immaculate human nature.  
 

An important question surfaces: Did Mary need a Savior? 
Since Mary was created without sin, it might seem like she did 

not, and yet she says herself in Scripture, my spirit rejoices in 
God my Savior (Luke 1:47). As we hear her speak in this 
Scripture, she acknowledges Jesus as her personal Lord and 
Savior. How do we reconcile this seeming contradiction? Mary 
was “preserved” from all stain of original sin by a singular 
grace-gift in anticipation of the merits of Jesus’ passion, death, 
and resurrection. Mary could not have been conceived 
immaculate without Christ’s redemptive work.  
 

We can begin to understand this “preservative redemption” by 
examining our own life experience. Most of us have been 
“preserved” from ever committing the sin of murder. Because 
of our Christian upbringing, this particular sin would never 
enter our consciousness as an option in any given situation. 
“Preservation” from this sin was really a gift from the godly 
lives of those who guided and formed us during childhood. A 
spiritual heritage was handed on through the domestic Church, 
the family, but ultimately comes from the grace purchased and 
made available by the cross of Christ. Mary, from the first 
moment of her conception was redeemed from ever 
committing sin, not in a limited sense, but comprehensively, 
totally.  
 

We might ask “how,” since Christ’s Redemptive Act takes 
place after Mary’s Immaculate Conception? God’s redemption 
of humankind is not limited to chronological time since God is 
outside of time. He has the power to apply the graces of 
redemption “backward” in time. He chose to apply a “fullness 
of grace” to Mary at the first moment of her existence. The 
purpose of this favor was given in order that Mary might give 
to Jesus a human nature free from the effect of sin.  
 

In conclusion, it is important to highlight that Mary was 
conceived free from sin and she remained free from sin 
throughout her life by all her choices in cooperation with the 
grace obtained by Jesus at the cross. This is why we honor her 
with our love. 
 

 

Friday is a Holy Day of Obligation. 
We will have a Vigil Mass on Thursday at 
7 p.m. and Mass Friday Morning at 8 a.m. 
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First Sunday of Advent 

 
 

Happening this Week 
 
Monday, December 4  
Angel Tree Sorting of Gifts, 9:30 a.m. 
 
Tuesday, December 5  
Angel Tree Distribution of Gifts, 8:00 a.m. 
 

Wednesday, December 6 
  Lunch Ministry 8:45 a.m.  
  Sacrament of Reconciliation available, 5:00 – 6 p.m.  
  Family Faith Formation 6:00 p.m.           

Thursday, December 7 
  Vigil Mass of the Immaculate Conception at 7 p.m. 
 

Friday, December 8 
  Mass of the Immaculate Conception at 8:00 a.m. 
  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament after Mass 
  Parish Office Closed                  

Saturday, December 9 
  First Reconciliation 10:00 a.m. 
  Sacrament of Reconciliation available, 4:00 to 5 p.m. 
  Retirement Fund for Religious Appeal Collection      

Sunday, December 10  
  Retirement Fund for Religious Appeal Collection 
  Family Faith Formation 11:45 a.m. 
 
 
 

 

A collection for the Retirement Fund for 
Religious Appeal will be held next weekend, 
December 9/10. Elderly religious need your 
help.  More than 32,000 senior Catholic sisters, 
brothers, and religious order priests live in the 
United States.  Through prayer, love, and 
sacrifice, they established Catholic schools, 
hospitals, and more.  Yet years of serving for 
little or no pay have left a shortage in 
retirement funding.  Your gift helps their 
religious communities furnish necessities such 
as medications and nursing care.  It also helps 
ensure younger members can continue the 
good works of their elders.  Please be 
generous.  

 

 
STEWARDSHIP – November 19th 

 
 

 

     Weekly Collection:                   $4,312 
      Campaign for Human Development         $835 
      E-Giving Online:                                        $2,104 
      Building Fund:                                           $60 
      Poor Box:      $315 
      Mass Attendance:                                     453 
      Building Fund on Deposit:     $528,655     
             

 

 
STEWARDSHIP – November 26th 

 
 

 

     Weekly Collection:                   $4,663 
      E-Giving Online:                                        $1,431 
      Building Fund:                                           $51 
      Poor Box:      $88 
      Mass Attendance:                                     467 
      Building Fund on Deposit:     $532,933   

 

Thank you for your generosity! 

____________________________ 
 

Please consider utilizing our parish’s online giving 
program. Explore the convenience of online giving 

at giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/stbencov  
or by scanning our QR code. 

 

 
 

 
 

Angel Tree gifts (unwrapped and placed in 
gift bags) are due back this weekend.  
Again, please make sure the Angels are 
securely attached to the gift bags.  The Angels 
are the only way we have of identifying the 
recipients of the gifts.  Thank you for your 
generosity.  Merry Christmas! 
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