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Father Charles’s Corner…
As our Advent preparations end and Christmas fast

approaches, it is fitting that today’s readings demonstrate the
intensity of the Father’s perfect and passionate love for each
of us, culminating in the gift of His own Son, Jesus Christ,
on Christmas Day. As we reflect on the enormity of this gift,
let us ask ourselves what we can offer in return.

In our first reading, from Isaiah, the Lord invites King
Ahaz to “ask for a sign from the Lord, your God.” And not
just any sign. The Lord says, “let it be deep as the nether-
world, or high as the sky!” Ahaz, though, cannot arouse
himself from his bleak and limited outlook, and actually
refuses this invitation. Undeterred by his negativity, the Lord
says through the prophet Isaiah, that he himself will provide
the sign: “the virgin shall conceive and bear a son” and his
name will be Emmanuel which means, “God with us.” What
great love and patience our heavenly Father has shown his
people throughout all ages!

In the second reading, St. Paul sends a blessing of
“Grace…and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ. This — grace and peace — is precisely the gift we
celebrate on Christmas Day. Through his incarnation, Jesus
brings the intimate love of God right into our midst; and
through His death and resurrection, He saves us from our sins
and restores us to right relationship with the Father. This is
the peace that the world cannot offer.

In our Gospel passage from Matthew, we find an
unparalleled example of one who embraced this way of life
in St. Joseph, as he responds to God’s call to him through the
message of an angel. St. Joseph immediately and humbly
obeys the instruction from the angel: “Do not be afraid to
take Mary your wife into your home. For it is through the
Holy Spirit that this child has been conceived in her. She will
bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, because he will
save his people from their sins.”

We never hear St. Joseph speak, but the Scriptures tell us
he was always listening, attentive to the leading of the Holy
Spirit for his family. It was Joseph who found the stable
where the baby Jesus would be born. No doubt it was Joseph
who cleaned it up and prepared it for Mary and Jesus since
we know that Mary was about to give birth. Joseph protected
the family, guarded them, and tended to their safety, their
comfort, and their well-being at the expense of his own plans
and preferences. Though we do not hear any words from St.
Joseph his actions clearly show that he offered himself, his
whole life, as a gift to his family through his strong guidance,
protection, and service.

Let us imitate St. Joseph, then, giving our very lives to
those around us in love and gratitude to God who has given
us everything we have, especially His own Son, Jesus Christ.
We will no doubt find that the more we give ourselves away,
the more our generous Father will fill us with His grace and
peace — these are truly the best Christmas gifts we could
receive.

Tuesday, December 23
+Deceased Marianites of Holy Cross Guild

Wednesday, December 24
Christmas Eve

4:00 p.m.
+Richard Duvieilh, +Pat Rapp, +Bubby Rapp,

+Joe & Madeline Vidrine, +John Vidrine
7:00 p.m.

+Abe Hebert
Thursday, December 25

Christmas Day
9:00 a.m.

Parishioners of Saint Benedict
Friday, December 26

+Edward Dailey
Saturday, December 27

5:30 p.m.
+Normie Miller

Sunday, December 28
8:00 a.m.

+Dan Berlin, +John Mannion, +John Karpa, +Joe Billiot,
+Betty Lemoine, +John & Camille Steen, Theresas Dicks,

Lydia Gallo, +Armand Allen
10:30 a.m.

Parishioners of Saint Benedict

Prayer List
Jim Seward, Anthony Sorrentino, Dee Sylvia, Tina Zocco,
Lisa Valley, Scott Lee, Carol Everhardt, Bennett Miller,
Joanne Reber, Anna Isone, Gerardo Antonucci, Presley
Patrick, Kaiden Lessard, Jennifer Bradley, Ryan Ware,
Timothy Rollman, Angela Brady, Judy Woolley, Phillip E.
Lee, Sr., Flavia Langan, Addie Pitre, Carol Vickers, Evan
Cartozzo, Ed Ansardi, Margaret Ruiz, Patricia Holden,
Linda Richerson, Kai Joseph, Paul Richmon, Avery
Fuselier, Ed Don-Jordon, Jenna Vial
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Fourth Sunday of Advent

Holiday Mass Schedule
Christmas Eve Christmas Day

Vigil Masses at 4 p.m. & 7 p.m. Morning Mass at 9 a.m.

New Year’s Eve New Year’s Day
Vigil Mass at 5:30 p.m. Morning Mass at 9 a.m.

Happening this Week
Monday, December 22
Parish Office Closed
Tuesday, December 23
Parish Office Closed
Decorate Church 9:00 a.m.
Wednesday, December 24
Parish Office Closed
NO Sacrament of Reconciliation
Christmas Vigil Masses at 4:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m.
Thursday, December 25
Parish Office Closed
Christmas Day Mass at 9:00 a.m.
Friday, December 26
Friday Adoration after 8:00 a.m. Mass
Parish Office Closed
Saturday, December 27
Sacrament of Reconciliation available, 4 to 5 p.m.
Blessing of Marriages at the end of Mass
Sunday, December 28
Blessing of Marriages at the end of Mass
Coffee & Donuts after all Masses

Christmas Second Collection

There will be a second collection at Mass on
Christmas to help cover the salaries and expenses of
priests serving as Hospital and Hospice Chaplains,
Chaplains at Nursing Homes and High Schools, and
those involved in retreat ministries. We have
already been assessed $11,895 for this. Please be
generous.

The Parish Office closed at noon on Friday,
December 19th and will re-open Monday,
January 5th, in observance of Christmas and
New Year’s. We would like to wish everyone a
very Blessed and Merry Christmas, and for
those who will be traveling a safe trip to and
from their destinations.

STEWARDSHIP – December 14h

Weekly Collection: $5,724
E-Giving Online: $3,030
Building Fund: $80
Poor Box: $687
Mass Attendance: 478
Building Fund on Deposit: $694,004

Thank you for your generosity!
__________________________________________________

Please consider utilizing our parish’s online giving program.
Explore the convenience of online giving

at giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/stbencov
or by scanning our QR code.

Thanks for Giving
The Lunch Ministry collected enough items for
numerous Christmas Baskets. Baskets were
delivered and greatly appreciated by all who
received them. THANK YOU for your support.
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“Locally Owned & Operated”

985-635-0635

Residential & Commercial

Dumpster & Portable Storage Rentals

985-635-0635
Book Online! 

Ameribox.com
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