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Father Charles’s Corner…
Our celebrations during the month of June have spanned

from June 8, Pentecost, the birthday of the Church, to June
15, the Most Holy Trinity, to June 22, Corpus Christi, to
today’s Solemnity, when we celebrate the lives and faith and
service of Sts. Peter and Paul.

On June 29 in the year 258 Pope Sixtus VI celebrated the
two together at the St. Sebastian Catacombs, and that is why
we commemorate them together on this date. It is worth
noting that throughout the St. Sebastian Catacombs prayers
are carved on the walls by early Christians, which begin
“Petrus et Paulus.” These two mainstays of our Catholic
Church are almost considered as one in terms of their total
impact, and they have been for centuries.

The readings for this Solemnity touch on the significance
of both Sts. Peter and Paul and expand the understanding of
how deep their influence was on the Church as well as on
those of us who are among the faithful of that Church.

We deem Peter as our first Pope, and every Holy Father
since has served in the succession of Peter. According to The
Catechism of the Catholic Church (552-553): “Simon Peter
holds the first place in the college of the Twelve; Jesus
entrusted a unique mission to him. Through a revelation from
the Father, Peter had confessed: ‘You are the Christ, the Son
of the living God.’ Our Lord then declared to him: ‘You are
Peter, and on this rock I will build my Church, and the gates
of Hades will not prevail against it.’ Christ, the ‘living
Stone’, thus assures his Church, built on Peter, of victory
over the powers of death.

Because of the faith he confessed, Peter will remain the
unshakeable rock of the Church. His mission will be to keep
this faith from every lapse and to strengthen his brothers in
it.” The fact that St. James (the Greater) was martyred and
Peter spared is a clear indication that the Lord had great
things in mind for St. Peter.

In St. Paul’s letter to Timothy, the second reading, we not
only hear of the special apostolate to which Paul was called,
but also the eloquent way Paul describes it. Historically, it is
most probable that Sts. Peter and Paul were in Rome at the
same time. Scholars have concluded that Peter was martyred
in 64 A.D. under the emperor Nero (Peter would have been
approximately 65 years of age), and that Paul was martyred
a short time later, also by the Emperor Nero. The fact that
these two men were in Rome at the same time and died
relatively close together in terms of time, also ties them
together for us. So much of Paul’s statements in this reading
are memorable and well known, from “I am already poured
out” to “I have finished the race,” but there is special
significance in his statement “the crown of righteousness
awaits me.” In the original Greek, St. Paul used the word
“stephanos” for “crown.” That is worth noting since that kind
of crown was not a royal crown, but a victor’s crown. What

makes it especially momentous is the name of the first martyr
who suffered under Paul’s persecution — Stephanos (St.
Stephen).

Like Jesus and the Blessed Mother, Sts. Peter and Paul are
at the apex of stewardship examples to all of us. Peter
exemplifies in his loyalty to Jesus (like us, however, he was
wonderfully human in that regard) and in his steadfast way
of establishing the Church. Paul represents the wisdom. Both
remind us of how we, too, can overcome doubt: Peter denied
the Lord but repented; Paul resisted the truth, but came to

believe.

Tuesday, July 1
+Fred Guillot

Wednesday, July 2
+Don Mastio

Thursday, July 3
+Whip Mouton
Friday, July 4
+Earl Ritchie

Saturday, July 5
5:30 p.m.

Sisters of Mount Carmel Benefactors, +David Mastio,
+Doug Ellis, +Dale Lorio, +Don Mastio, +Guy Palermo,

+Deanie LeBlanc, +Normie Miller, Gayle Palermo,
+Deceased Sisters of Mount Carmel Apostolate,
+Narvey & Esma DeLage, +Loretta Stansbury,

+Carrol Arcement Family
Sunday, July 6

8:00 a.m.
Parishioners of Saint Benedict

10:30 a.m.
+George & Hilda Luscy, +Arthur DeLaune, +Penny Foret,

+Shirley Savoie, Theresa Dicks, +Doug White,
+Judy Hahn, +Barbara Faudin, +Fred Guillot,

+Phillip E. Lee, Jr.

LUNCH MINISTRY THANK YOU
Thanks to all who donated to the Lunch Ministry for
the Pasta Salad. The recipients really appreciated
the generosity of St. Benedict’s Lunch Ministry and
our parishioners.
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Saint Benedict Catholic Church

July 2025
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2
Lunch Ministry

8:45 a.m.

Sacrament of
Reconciliation
5:00 – 6:00 p.m.

GriefShare
Meeting
6:00 p.m.

3 4

Parish Office
Closed

Friday
Adoration after
8:00 a.m. Mass

5
Sacrament of
Reconciliation
4:00 – 5:00 p.m.

6 7
KC Choir
Practice
6:30 p.m.

8 9
Lunch Ministry

8:45 a.m.

Sacrament of
Reconciliation
5:00 – 6:00 p.m.

GriefShare
Meeting
6:00 p.m.

Knights of
Columbus

Meeting 6:30 p.m.

10
Men’s Club
Luncheon

11
Friday

Adoration after
8:00 a.m. Mass

12
Sacrament of
Reconciliation
4:00 – 5:00 p.m.

St. Benedict’s Day
Potluck Dinner

13 14
KC Choir
Practice
6:30 p.m.

15 16
Lunch Ministry

8:45 a.m.

Sacrament of
Reconciliation
5:00 – 6:00 p.m.

GriefShare
Meeting
6:00 p.m.

17
Rosary for
Peace

8:30 a.m.

4th Degree
Knights of
Columbus
Meeting
7 p.m.

18
Friday

Adoration after
8:00 a.m. Mass

19
Sacrament of
Reconciliation
4:00 – 5:00 p.m.

Black & Indian
HomeMission
Collection

Blessing of
Marriages

20
Black & Indian
HomeMission
Collection

Blessing of
Marriages

Coffee & Donuts
after all Masses

21
KC Choir
Practice
6:30 p.m.

22 23
Lunch Ministry

8:45 a.m.

Sacrament of
Reconciliation
5:00 – 6:00 p.m.

GriefShare
Meeting
6:00 p.m.

24
Parish Offices
Closes at Noon

25
Friday

Adoration after
8:00 a.m. Mass

26
Sacrament of
Reconciliation
4:00 – 5:00 p.m.

27 28
KC Choir
Practice
6:30 p.m.

29 30
Lunch Ministry

8:45 a.m.

Sacrament of
Reconciliation
5:00 – 6:00 p.m.

GriefShare
Meeting
6:00 p.m.

31
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Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul

Prayer List
Jim Seward, Anthony Sorrentino, Tina Zocco, Lisa Valley, Scott
Lee, Carol Everhardt, Bennett Miller, Joanne Reber, Anna Isone,
Gerardo Antonucci, Presley Patrick, Kaiden Lessard, Jennifer
Bradley, Ryan Ware, Timothy Rollman, Angela Brady, Judy
Woolley, Phillip E. Lee, Sr., Gloria Nordman, Jan Nordman,
Flavia Langan, Addie Pitre, Carol Vickers, Evan Cartozzo, Ed
Ansardi, Debra Dwight, Margaret Ruiz, Vincent Iannazzo, Patricia
Holden, Jim Williamson, Lezlie Brown, Linda Richerson, Elsa
Zeringue, Brooke Joseph, Kai Joseph, Dan & Ina Berlin, Paul
Richmond, C.J. Richmond

STEWARDSHIP – June 22nd

Weekly Collection: $4,628
E-Giving Online: $2,165
Building Fund: $100
Poor Box: $106
Mass Attendance: 501
Building Fund on Deposit: $657,914

Thank you for your generosity!

If you are grieving the loss of a spouse, child,
parent, relative or friend, we are here to help YOU.
GriefShare© is a Christian-based program to help you
navigate your loss and grief through a grief recovery support
group. It is a 13-week cycle to help those grieving to discover
what to expect in the days ahead and what is “normal” in
grief. The summer GriefShare© support group will meet on
Wednesdays from 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm. In the Catechetical
Center. Each session is self-contained so you can join at any
week, but registration is required. To register, go to
griefshare.org and click “find a group” and register.
Sharon Hoffman, a widow and parishioner of St. Benedict
Church, will facilitate the GriefShare© group. For more
information, contact Sharon at hoffmansha@charter.net and
leave your telephone number so she can contact you.
The fee is $25 made payable to St. Benedict Catholic Church.
This fee includes your GriefShare workbook.

VACATION TIME IS HERE!
The summer is here and so are vacations, if you haven’t already

noticed our annual decrease in Mass attendance during June and
July has begun. We hope you are enjoying a change of pace and
some time away. If you are vacationing, please remember two
things.

First, we do not take a vacation from God. Please check out
www.masstimes.org for a list of churches in the areas you are
visiting and their Mass times.

Secondly, the needs of the parish and those seeking social
assistance do not take a holiday in June through August. In fact,
many times we received more requests for financial assistance
during the summer months. Our ability as a church to pay our
own bills and help those facing the loss of electricity or water due
to their inability to pay, or to help one of our parishioners facing
a financial crisis, depends on the continued generosity of our
congregation. Please don’t forget your offering to St. Benedict’s
this summer when you are traveling or away for vacation.

The safest and most secure way to make contributions to St.
Benedict’s, however, is to use our online giving, which can be
accessed at:

https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/stbencov

or you can scan the QR Code below:

Happening this Week
Wednesday, July 2

Lunch Ministry 8:45 a.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation available 5 to 6 p.m.
GriefShare Meeting 6:00 p.m.

Friday, July 4
Friday Adoration after 8:00 a.m. Mass
Parish Office Closed
Saturday, July 5

Sacrament of Reconciliation available, 4 to 5 p.m.

The Parish Office will be closed Friday, July
4th in observance of Independence Day.
We wish everyone a safe and happy

4th of July Holiday.
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“Locally Owned & Operated”

Residential & Commercial
Dumpster & Portable Storage Rentals

985-635-0635 Book Online! 
Ameribox.com
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