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The night when our
Father’s love

humbly entered the world
as a helpless baby,
Jesus Christ

became our light
and our salvation,

our promise of hope fulfilled.
May we sing His praises

evermore.

Merry Christmas!

Father Charles, Deacon Danny,
Deacon Ellis, and Channon

Holiday Mass Schedule

New Year’s Eve New Year’s Day
Vigil Mass at 5:30 p.m. Morning Mass at 9 a.m.

The Parish Office will be closed until Monday,
January 5th, in observance of New Year’s. We
would like to wish everyone a very Blessed and
Happy New Year, and for those who will be
traveling a safe trip to and from their
destinations.

Prayer List
Jim Seward, Anthony Sorrentino, Dee Sylvia, Tina Zocco,
Lisa Valley, Scott Lee, Carol Everhardt, Bennett Miller,
Joanne Reber, Anna Isone, Gerardo Antonucci, Presley
Patrick, Kaiden Lessard, Jennifer Bradley, Ryan Ware,
Timothy Rollman, Angela Brady, Judy Woolley, Phillip E.
Lee, Sr., Flavia Langan, Addie Pitre, Carol Vickers, Evan
Cartozzo, Ed Ansardi, Margaret Ruiz, Patricia Holden,
Linda Richerson, Kai Joseph, Paul Richmon, Avery
Fuselier, Ed Don-Jordon, Jenna Vial

Please join us for the St. Benedict

January 9th
7pm

The Parish Catechetical
Center
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TWO WEEK BULLETIN: Chistmas Octave & Epiphany

Christmas Poinsettias
In Memory of:
Raymond & Agnes Schule by Russell & Diana Seifert; Mary Mayo by April Mayo; Robert Mayo by April Mayo;
Mr. & Mrs. Arceneaux by April Mayo;Mr. & Mrs. C. Mayo by April Mayo; Charisse Percle by April Mayo; Cody
Lucia by Cheryl Lucia; Guy Palermo by Gayle Palermo; Jerry Heap by Chase & Debra Dwight; Diane Glenn by
Chase & Debra Dwight; Yolanda Hernandez by Edna Cohen; George & Marie Pontiff by Tony & Carol Sparacio;
Joseph & Bernice Sparacio by Tony & Carol Sparacio; Deana Bridges by Laura Bridges; Gene & Audrey Aucoin
by Laura Bridges; Norman & Myrtis Statham by Nancy Statham; Eric & Irene Acosta by Nancy Statham; Judy
Pennington by Nancy Statham; Family by Paul & Jackie McMahon; J. R. & Othelia Schoen by Mary Townsend;
Edgar & Mabel Menard by Mary Townsend; Mr. and Mrs. Robert Townsend, Sr. by Mary Townsend; Dalo
Menard & Julie Kranbeer by Mary Townsend; Vance Wascom by Nicole Menendez; Gene Menendez by Nicole
Menendez; Barbara Kass by Mr. & Mrs. Mark Pecoraro, Jr.; Jenna Vial by Mr. and Mrs. Mark Pecorarao, Jr.; Irene
Ehret by James & Shannon Ehret;Edward Condon Family by Carolyn Condon – Hattier;DuaneHattier by Carolyn
Condon – Hattier; Ronald Brown by Gary & Billy Chiasson; Vera Pfaff by Jim & Paula Kelly; Leanna Kosevich by
Jim & Paula Kelly; Skip Miller by Helen Miller; Richard Duvieilh by Karen Duvieilh; Joseph & Norma
Bossenmeyer by Karen Duvieilh; Genevieve Brantley by Jerry & Sandy Brantley; Daniel & Mary Wegmann by
Kevin & Dianna Lozier; John Schilly by Kevin & Dianna Lozier; Anthony Catanzaro by Betty Mathews; George &
Hilda Luscy, Jr. by Patrick & Mary Ann Perez; Raymond & Laverne Perez by Patrick & Mary Ann Perez; Lucy
Pontiff by Patrick & Mary Ann Perez; Richalyn Nye by Patrick & Mary Ann Perez; J.V. & Cathy Haney by Patrick
& Mary Ann Perez; Nancy Dulmage by Rick & Lisa Maia; Harlin Dulmage by Rick & Lisa Maia; Lilian Maia by
Rick & Lisa Maia; Joeseph Maia by Rick & Lisa Maia; Mr. & Mrs. Leslie Gueydan by Steve & Jeanette Gueydan;
Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Echelard by Steve & Jeanette Gueydan; Whip & Marilyn Mouton by Eric & Connie Ritchie;
E.J. & Thelma Richie by Eric & Connie Ritchie; Johnny & Clara Bonadona by Frank & Charlotte Simoncioni;
Otello & Rose Simoncioni by Frank & Charlotte Simoncioni; Shirley Douroux by Paul & Karin Douroux; Shirley
Douroux by Paul & Karin Douroux; Cayetano & Adelina Hernandez by Carmen Theriot; Adam & Thelma
Theriot by Carmen Theriot; Arthur DeLaune, Jr. by Rose Mary DeLaune; Eric Hoffman by Sharon Hoffman;Nick
& Eunice Accardo by Sharon Hoffman; Catherine Brantly by Jerry & Sandy Brantley; Scott Penton by Wayne &
Carmella Comberrel; Byron & Virgie LeBlanc by Vince & Janis Tassin; Martin & Lydia Tassin by Vince & Janis
Tassin; Paulette Dietrich by Vince & Janis Tassin; Maureen Morel by Vince & Janis Tassin; Shannon Morel by
Vince & Janis Tassin;Deborah Atchetee by Vince & Janis Tassin; Curtis & Valerie Smith by Larry & Debbie Gainey;
Hiram & Mary Stein by Adrian & Nancy Spell;Milton & Mary Ann Davis by Adrian & Nancy Spell; Nicholas &
Victoria Plescia by Adrian & Nancy Spell; Mary Ross by Adrian & Nancy Spell; David Stein by Adrian & Nancy
Spell; Brenda Glass by Adian & Nancy Spell; James & Edna Spell by Adrian & Nancy Spell; James & Leona Spell
by Adrian & Nancy Spell; Phillip E. Lee, Jr. by Phillip & Maria Lee; Jack Throop by Cathy Linder;George &Donna
Linder by Cathy Linder; Sanchez Family by Patricia Sanchez; Ray & Elmira DeRocha, Jr. by Diane Bilbo; Mary
Ann Koon by Koon &Walker Family; Joe & Jewell Walker by Koon &Walker Family, Larry Bourg by Shirley Bourg

In Honor of:
The Glory of God by Mr. and Mrs. Mark Pecoraro, Jr.; Quigley Family by Jim & Rosalie Quigley; Glasgow Family
by Jim & Rosalie Quigley; Adrian & Nancy Spell Family by Adrian & Nancy Spell; James Spell, III by Adrian &
Nancy Spell; Joanne Throop by Cathy Linder
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HELP AND ENCOURAGEMENT AFTER THE DEATH OF A
LOVED ONE

Grief is a complex and often overwhelming experience.
The emotions that surface during this time can be painful and confusing, making it
di<icult to know how to move forward. Whether your bereavement is recent or occurred
some time ago, this can be a unique opportunity to connect with people who truly
understand what you are going through.

About GriefShare®

This 13-week support group program is designed to help you learn what to anticipate in
the days ahead and to recognize that there is no single “right”way to grieve. There are no
neat or predictable stages of grief; instead, the journey is unique for each person.

What to Expect

Each week you can expect to view a 30-minute video filled with helpful guidance, discuss
grief-related issues, and gain personal recovery tips through your participant workbook.
Each session is self-contained so youmay join at any week, but registration is required.

Facilitators and Registration

Sharon Ho<man, a widow and parishioner of St. Benedict Church and Sister Kateri
Battaglia, MSC, will serve as facilitators. Feel free to contact Sharon at
hoDmansha@charter.net; Sister Kateri at srkaterimsc@yahoo.com or 504-453-0618.

To register go online to griefshare.org/findagroup. A Registration/Participant Fee of $25
is payable to St. Benedict Catholic Church.

Schedule and Location

This GriefShare® support group will meet every Tuesday, beginning on January 20 and
continuing through April 21, 2026. Please note that there will be no session on Mardi Gras.
Meetings are scheduled from 1:30 PM to 3:30 PM in the Catechetical Center at St.
Benedict Catholic Church, Covington, LA.

Support and Understanding in GriefShare®

Many individuals who attend GriefShare® sessions consistently express that they
experience a sense of comfort and encouragement by being surrounded by others who
genuinely comprehend the challenges of grief.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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brates the visit of the angel Gabriel to the
her that she was to be the mother of Jesus.
we not only recall Mary’s courageous

y , elebrate the Incarnation of Christ, our
Savior. For it was there, in the womb of a woman, nine months
before the celebration of the manger, that “theWord became
flesh and made his dwelling among us” (John 1:14).

The celebration of the Annunciation coincides with the
anniversary of the papal encyclical Evangelium vitae (The Gospel
of Life). This prophetic document on the dignity and inviolability
of every human life was put forth by Pope John Paul II on the
Solemnity of the Annunciation in 1995. The intimate connection
of these two events highlights a profound reality about the
identity and value of every human person.

Luke’s Gospel tells us that by the power of the Holy Spirit,
Christ would be conceived within the womb of Mary. It was
there, in the womb of the Blessed Mother, that Christ first took
on human flesh and made his dwelling among us. Like us, the
unborn child Jesus grew and developed beneath the shelter of
his mother’s loving heart. Through Christ’s Incarnation, God
chose to share fully and intimately in our humanity and bridge all distance between God and man,
so that we may dwell together.

The Church teaches us that “by His incarnation the Son of God has united Himself in some fashion
with every man.”1 God desired to dwell among us, as one of us, in order to bring us salvation. This
truth “reveals to humanity not only the boundless love of God… but also the incomparable value of
every human person.”2

Each of us is made in the image and likeness of our Creator, to share in the very life of God himself.
This reality “reveals the greatness and the inestimable value of human life.”3 The human person
is “a manifestation of God in the world, a sign of his presence, a trace of his glory.”4 Created
through the love of the Father, each one of us bears “an indelible imprint of God.”5 By sharing in our
humanity, Christ invites us to share in his divinity, that we might dwell with him for eternity.

Therefore, “the Gospel of God’s love for man, the Gospel of the dignity of the person and the Gospel
of life are a single and indivisible Gospel.”6 Through Christ’s descent to
each one of us to the heights of heaven. May we recognize that to procla
proclaim Christ, the one who made his dwelling among us.

1 Pope Paul VI, Gaudium et spes: Pastoral Constitution on the Church in
the ModernWorld, (Vatican City: Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 1965), 22.
2 Pope John Paul II, Evangelium vitae, (Vatican City: Libreria Editrice
Vaticana, 1995), 2.

The Annunciation celeb
Virgin Mary to inform h
On this great feast day,
“yes” to God, we also ce

HEMADE HIS DWELLING AMONG US
The Annunciation and the Gospel of Life

o earth God desires to raise
aim the Gospel of Life is to

Scriptural excerpt from NABRE © 2010 CCD. Used with permission. All rights reserved. Excerpts from Evangelium vitae© 1995, Gaudium et
spes: Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the ModernWorld© 1965, Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used with permission. All rights reserved.
iStock.com/ TatianaDavidova; iStock.com/sedmak. Photos used with permission. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2020, United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops,Washington, DC. All rights reserved.

3 Ibid.
4 Pope John Paul II, Evangelium vitae, 34.
5 Pope John Paul II, Evangelium vitae, 35.
6 Pope John Paul II, Evangelium vitae, 2.
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January 2026
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1

Mass at 9:00 a.m.

Parish Office
Closed

2
Friday Adoration
after 8:00 a.m.

Mass

Parish Office
Closed

3
Sacrament of
Reconciliation
4:00 – 5:00 p.m.

4 5
KC Choir Practice

6:30 p.m.

6 7
LunchMinistry

8:45 a.m.

Sacrament of
Reconciliation
5:00 – 6:00 p.m.

8
Parish Office
Closes at Noon

Men’s Club
Meeting
7:00 p.m.

9
Friday Adoration
after 8:00 a.m.

Mass

Parish Office
Closes at Noon

Blanket Ministry
Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Parish
EPIPHANY Party

7 p.m.

10
Sacrament of
Reconciliation
4:00 – 5:00 p.m.

11 12
KC Choir Practice

6:30 p.m.

13
Altar Society
Meeting
6:00 p.m.

14
LunchMinistry

8:45 a.m.

Sacrament of
Reconciliation
5:00 – 6:00 p.m.

Knights of
Columbus
Meeting
6:30 p.m.

15
Rosary for Peace

8:30 a.m.

Family Faith
Formation
6:00 p.m.

4th Degree Knights
of Columbus
Meeting 7 p.m.

16
Friday Adoration
after 8:00 a.m.

Mass

17
Sacrament of
Reconciliation
4:00 – 5:00 p.m.Baby Bottle Drivefor Northlake CrisisPregnancy Center

18

Baby Bottle Drivefor NorthlakeCrisis PregnancyCenter

19

Parish Office
Closed

KC Choir Practice
6:30 p.m.

20 21
LunchMinistry

8:45 a.m.

Sacrament of
Reconciliation
5:00 – 6:00 p.m.

22 23
Friday Adoration
after 8:00 a.m.

Mass

24
Sacrament of
Reconciliation
4:00 – 5:00 p.m.

Catholic Schools
Collection

Blessing of
Marriages

at the end of Mass

25
Catholic Schools

Collection

Blessing of
Marriages

at the end of Mass

Coffee & Donuts
after all Masses

26
KC Choir Practice

6:30 p.m.

27 28
LunchMinistry

8:45 a.m.

Sacrament of
Reconciliation
5:00 – 6:00 p.m.

29 30
Friday Adoration
after 8:00 a.m.

Mass

31
Sacrament of
Reconciliation
4:00 – 5:00 p.m.
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Happening
the Next Two Weeks

Monday, December 29
Parish Office Closed
Richard Antolik’s Funeral, 11 a.m.
Tuesday, December 30
Parish Office Closed
Wednesday, December 31
Parish Office Closed
NO Sacrament of Reconciliation
New Year’s Vigil Mass 5:30 p.m.
Thursday, January 1
Parish Office Closed
New Year’s Day Mass at 9:00 a.m.
Friday, January 2
Friday Adoration after 8:00 a.m. Mass
Parish Office Closed
Saturday, January 3
Sacrament of Reconciliation available, 4 to 5 p.m.

Wednesday, January 7
Lunch Ministry 8:45 a.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation available, 4 to 5 p.m.
Thursday, January 8
Men’s Club Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Friday, January 9
Friday Adoration after 8:00 a.m. Mass
Blanket Ministry Meeting 10:00 a.m.
Parish Office Closes at Noon
Parish Epiphany Party 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, January 10
Sacrament of Reconciliation available, 4 to 5 p.m.

Tuesday, December 30
Marianites of Holy Cross Guild

Wednesday, December 31
5:30 p.m.

Parishioners of Saint Benedict

Thursday, January 1
9:00 a.m.

Shirley Dailey

Friday, January 2
Shirley Dailey

Saturday, January 3
5:30 p.m.

Sisters of Mount Carmel Benefactors, +Richard Antolik,
+Deceased Sisters of Mount Carmel Apostolate,
+Mary Mayo, +Betty Lemoine, Andrew Lucia,
+Lydia Gallo, +Thomas Dunne, +Hugh Smith,

+Edgar Waguespack, Jr.

Sunday, January 4
8:00 a.m.

Parishioners of Saint Benedict

10:30 a.m.
+John Mannion, Sarah Lucia, +Ray & Elmira DeRocha,

+Barbara Gaudin, +Shirley Douroux

Tuesday, January 6
Shirley Dailey

Wednesday, January 7
Shirley Dailey

Thursday, January 8
+Brian Logarbo, Sr.

Friday, January 9
Family of Holy Cross Guild

Saturday, January 10
5:30 p.m.

Sisters of Mount Carmel Benefactors,
+Lydia Gallo, +Richard Antolik, +Skip Miller,
+Deceased Sisters of Mount Carmel Apostolate,
+Benjamin Minden, +Narvey & Esma DeLage,

+Guy Palermo, Stephen Lucia,

Sunday, January 11
8:00 a.m.

+Cody Lucia, +John Mannion, +Eric Hoffman, +Dan Berlin,
+John Karpa, +Al Breaux, +Richard Antolik, +Kenny Levine

10:30 a.m.
Parishioners of Saint Benedict
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“Locally Owned & Operated”

985-635-0635

Residential & Commercial

Dumpster & Portable Storage Rentals

985-635-0635
Book Online! 

Ameribox.com
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