
MINISTRY/COUNCIL MEETING 

OCTOBER 7, 2021 

 

Opening Prayer:  Molly Ganz – “Prayer for the Earth” by Pope Francis 

 

PARISH UPDATE: Fr. Tim: 

• Joe Rusche has been on the Board of Trustees since the beginning of the Parish – 32 years, and 

has decided to retire.  He worked with the financial part of the Trustee Board.  Brad Byers will be 

taking his place. 

• Fr. Tim is planning to do a parish engagement talk during the week-end masses; This will include 

asking for more volunteers with the different councils and ministries, as well as re-evaluating their 

financial contributions.  This has not been done for approximately 3 years 

• Blessing of the Meditation Trail: 

o 10-12 people helped to clean-up the trail 

o The “Little Library House” made by John Dolenc has been installed to hold the laminated 

prayers, booklets, etc to be used by those walking the trail. 

o The trail really is one of St. Thomas Becket’s  “hidden treasures” 

• Blessing of the animals 

o Mostly had dogs, but did have one rabbit and humongous, multi-colored turtle. 

• Parish Council Retreat – Saturday, October 9th. 

o 8:30 Continental breakfast 

o Speaker – Heidi Busse 

o 9:00 – 12:00 noon 

o 25-26 will be in attendance 

• Another person has volunteered to help with live-streaming of Mass, possibly live-streaming at 

both 9:00 & 11:00 

• Funeral for Jeannie Polaczyk’ mother – Dorothy Mrachek – Monday, Oct 11th 

• Faith Formation  

o Story Sunday (4-5 year old) – have enough volunteer leaders to start but will need more 

volunteers to keep the program going all winter. 

o Need more volunteer leaders for Children’s Liturgy of the Word (for 6-9 year old) – only 

one so far.  Hoping to encourage high schoolers or young adults to volunteer. 

• Two sisters, who were participants of our Faith Formation program and now attend St. Olaf, have 

asked Fr. Tim if he would be willing to have Mass there as St. Olaf does not have a  Neuman 

Center.   Fr. Tim will be saying Mass once a month on Sunday evenings on a trial basis. 

• Thank you to Kristin/Steve Matlon for setting up the antique wagon/pumpkins/corn stalks (which 

came from Kristin’s family land) as a Fall display at the entrance to the Church.  

 

SYNOD UPDATE: Kevin Maygar 

• Had first set of meetings on Monday evening (Oct 4th) and Tuesday morning (Oct 5th) 

o Had 8 people sign up for each session 

o On Monday evening 18 people (10 walk-ins) attended the session 

▪ One of the walk-ins had been following us through our live-streaming of the Mass. 

She came to see if we were really what we seemed to be as she was searching for a 

Church that wasn’t a pseudo-coffee shop/concert hall, and was considering other 

denominations. Her and her husband have not found somewhere that they feel fit 

their own beliefs of acceptance.  She feels Catholic in her heart but has been 

discouraged by the Catholic churches she has attended.  She feels a responsibility 

to raise her 3&5 year old in a strong Christian fashion and thinks STB has a very 

caring spirit that goes beyond Fr. Tim and our walls and continues through our 

different ministries. 



▪ This was a very heartening sign that St. Thomas Becket is doing something right 

because this young lady fits the demographic age group we were hoping to attract. 

o Kevin will have more tables/chairs available for next week’s session. 

o It will be reiterated that the sessions are all stand-alone sessions and you can come to as 

many or as few of the sessions that fit your schedule. 

GREETER PROJECT: Kevin Maygar 

• Peg Sweeney will be heading up this program starting in mid-October 

• It is an ongoing need for Greeters at all the Masses. 

 

FALL FESTIVAL:  Steve Matlon 

• The Fall Festival was a success – “a kick-butt event”.     

• Served 350-400 people. 

• Broke even on the expenses for the event – between monetary donations for the food and tickets 

sales/donations 

• Through the silent auction $6,000.00 was raised for the shed for the Giving Garden. 

• Had lots of compliments on the events, in particular the band was a positive highlight. 

 

COUNCIL UPDATES 

 

CARING: Laura McGlauchlen 

• Deb Rhody has changed to their group, following her heart. 

FAITH IN ACTION: Paul Mandell 

• Greg Eaton will oversee the many facets of the Prison Ministry 

o Greeting Cards will now be sent out by Lori Anger and Lynn Galarneau 

• Just Faith has 14 participants the 3rd session 

• Portable Housing Webinar available- JR Housing 

• Giving Garden – Roy Hosek 

o Has produced/distributed over 1000 pounds of produce to Open Door 

o Tomatoes are still producing, but beginning to scale back on the produce as the 

growing season comes to a close. 

o Due to the $6000.00 dollars from the Silent Auction, the process for building the 

shed has begun. 

▪ Removed fence from the surrounding area to have better access to the 

building site. 

▪ Concrete forms will possibly be poured this coming week (Oct 11th-15th) 

▪ In the near future, will be asking for a big crew of volunteers to have a full- 

scale work day towards the shed and/or prepping the garden for winter. 

FUN & FELLOWSHIP: Steve Matlon 

• We have had numerous events this past spring/summer and into the fall with the outdoor 

masses, fall festival, etc.   

• The new challenges we will be facing is our upcoming events may have to be held indoors.  

PARISH ENGAGEMENT: Judy Urban 

• Since we had to cancel the week-end information sessions, we are re-examining our 

process and finding a new way to focus on our goals. 

WORSHIP: Molly Gantz 

• Meditation Trail 

o Rededication of Trail has been done. 

o There are two copies of the laminated prayers for use on the Meditation trail – 

▪ The Lakota Tribe was the original inhabitants of the land, and we 

incorporated some of the prayers for spiritual guidance from our ancestors. 



▪ Maureen O’Connor also wrote one of the prayers, as this trail has been a 

“heart” project for her. 

o There are plans to do more planting to enhance the look of it in the spring. 

o Faith Formation classes have walked the trail, using “God’s Creation” as their 

guide; our hope is that they will pass on this information to their parents and 

beyond. 

LIFE STAGES  OF SPIRITUALITY: Mary McDonald 

• Children’s Liturgy/Sharing God’s story still needs leaders 

• All other Faith Formation Programs are up and running 

• Year II Confirmation  

o Mask policy was made in conjunction with the leaders, parents and students 

▪ Masks are to be worn in large group gatherings 

▪ When in small group (10-12), if vaccinated, masks will not be mandatory 

o This group met for the first time on Sunday night (Oct.3rd) incorporating a beautiful 

enrollment ritual. 

o The “Food Fight” activity (based on a point system of +/-, according to the 

item/amount of food your team had brought in) produced 630 pounds of food (rice, 

beans, pasta, canned fruit and smaller bags of sugar) as well as toilet paper which 

was given to Open Door. 

 

AGENDA for November will include: 

 Opening Prayer – Paul Mandell 

 Update on Confirmation – Dez 

 

All Councils/Ministries went to their individual meetings. 

 

Minutes submitted by Cathryn Grimwood 

Edited by Karen Maza 


