
PARISH COUNCIL/MINISTRY MEETING 

February 3, 2022 

 

Opening Prayer:  Steve Matlon – “Unity Focus” 

 

Mark Baumhover is our newest member, who joins the Life Stages of Spirituality Council. 

 

UPDATES – 

     Fr. Tim: 

• Catholic School Week – Faithful Shepherd Catholic School is supported by the combined efforts of  

the Catholic Communities of St. John Neumann, St. Peter’s and St. Thomas Becket. 

o Karen Maza has the financial stats, if you want further information. 

o Families from St. Thomas Becket who attend Faithful Shepherd did the ministries for all three 

Masses the week-end of January 29-30. (Greeters, ushers and took up the gifts) 

o Each Mass had a family speak about their gratitude, thank you, and encouraging message at 

the end of Mass. 

     Karen Maza: 

• Had a breakdown of the number of people who have participated/celebrated mass, which we took for 

January. 

o It is unknown if these numbers for live streaming/recorded Mass represent new or current 

parishioners. 

o Livestream numbers were multiplied by 2 

o People are still “out there”, just not physically coming to church. 

o The 11:00 Mass (masks mandatory)  has the highest number of families with children  

• Numbers are from October (2018 – 821, 2021-689 and  January of 2022 – 777)  

• Financially we are doing just fine. 

 

COUNCILS UPDATE: 

      CARING COUNCIL:  Annette Dolenc 

• No meeting in January 

• Funeral Ministry will be headed by Annette Dolenc and Joanne Frazier as Mo has accepted a fulltime 

position with the Archdiocese – under a new position of COO, Bill Lentsch. 

o They are hoping to increase the volunteers for this ministry 

o Will be re-setting procedures 

o We are in transition for this ministry. 

• In-person Prayer Shawl committee has been postponed.  However, they will continue to work at home 

• Deacon Mickey 

o Word Service has resumed at New Perspective  

▪ Weekly Word/Communion will be provided 3 out of 4 weeks, with Mass being said 

once a month. 

▪ Had approximately 15 Residents attend and they were thrilled to be able to receive 

Communion.  

▪ He also visited with residents in the Memory Care along with Greg Eaton.  These 

residents were also able to receive Communion. 

o Deacon Mickey is looking for ways to broaden this ministry 

o Fr. Tim wanted those who are volunteering for this ministry to be recognized, compliment to 

all those volunteers who are reaching out in this ministry. 

o Inver Glen has a strong program 

  

    

 



      FAITH IN ACTION: Paul Mandell 

• Spirit of Justice and the Sustainability will be giving updates at our council meeting 

• JustFaith has 3 different groups for “Can we Talk” 

o Each of the group meet on Tuesday: one during the day, one in the evening and one virtual 

The virtual group is basically former St. John Neumann parishioners.  St. John Neumann, after 

finishing their current module, will discontinue JustFaith. 

 

• The talk on Indigenous Women “Have you seen this woman?” was quite successful 

o Had approximately 45-50 people 

o Raised $360.00 in free will offering split between the two ministries they were supporting. 

• Prison Ministry 

o Greg Eaton provided background in his involvement of this ministry. 

o  Confirmation Class made 65 birthday cards 

• Maureen O’Connor will be leading the March Book Club. 

o The book club came out of the talk on Indigenous Women 

o Book is “Speaking of Indians”, by Ella Cara Deloria published by Birch Bark 

o Discussion will be held March 19th at St. Thomas Becket from 9:30-11:00 

o All are welcome 

 

      FUN & FELLOWSHIP: Steve Matlon 

• February Event: 

o  Cana Dinner will be virtual with approximately 15 couple registered. 

o  Family game day will be held February 27th, following 11:00 Mass 

▪ Burgers and Hot dogs will be served, if Covid restrictions have been lifted 

o Mini-golf tournament 

• Outdoor Masses this summer will be held twice a month, alternating between 5:00 and 11:00 

 

      PARISH ENGAGEMENT: Judy Urban 

• Continuing to read/discuss “Growing an Engaged Church” 

• Will revise the ministry-focused week-ends as soon as Covid restrictions are lifted. 

 

      WORSHIP: Molly Gantz 

• Laudato Si articles once or twice a month – working towards a greener community 

• Need more greeters at the 5:00 and 11:00 Masses 

• Planning for the Lenten Season 

• Looking ahead to late April/early May for a clean-up day for the Meditation Trail and spring planting 

for the walking path.  

 

     LIFE STAGES OF SPIRITUALITY: Mo Bartz 

• No meeting in January 

• Reading the book  “Life-long Faith for all ages and generations” 

• Confirmation will be held at St. Thomas Becket this Spring 

• Elementary Faith Formation back in full swing following a short hiatus due to Omicron. 

• Looking into having a speaker/event at St. Thomas Becket, possibly  “One Tiny Thing”?? 

• Heidi Busse was extremely well-prepared  with a variety of exercises that got people writing and 

talking with each other for the Women’s Retreat on January 20th. 

o Would be worth exploring ways to connect with the new parishioners 

 

VISIONING 

Parish Leadership Council will be revisiting the topic of Visioning at the February/March meeting.   



John Dolenc proposed the following outline: 

• Mo will be sending out St. Thomas Becket’s Mission/Values statement. 

o Where each is called 

o To Love – social justice 

o To Serve – engagement  

o To Be Hope – renew enthusiasm to for our Catholic faith 

• Think outside the box 

• What are the benefits for St. Thomas Becket? 

• Each Council is to review our over-arching strategic goals 

o Which of the 4 goals aligns with your council’s goals? 

o What new or current activities can be used to reach your goals? 

o When your council has completed your brainstorming session, the ideas will be shared with 

the Parish Leadership Council. 

o These new actions will be proposed for 2022-2023 

• Parish Leadership Council will then look for the commonalities in the results of Councils 

brainstorming sessions.  Possibly doing this at the February 10th meeting.  If that doesn’t work then 

will do it at the March 10th meeting.   

o Possibly the Parish Leadership Council will be adding to the vision statement added to the 

strategic plan. 

 

 

DISCUSSION OF NEEDING MATRIX 

• Do we need to monitor our accomplishments/gains (matrix)? 

o If so, how often? Right now approximately review once a year 

o Life Stages of Spirituality  

▪ Not tracking matrix (accomplishments/satisfaction of each class) 

▪ Should we be tracking: 

• numbers (which we can do) 

• actual growth in our Faith (much more difficult to measure) 

o Would need to have behavioral expectations to quantify how change has occurred. 

▪ Possibly a survey to obtain feedback (enthusiasm/growth/etc) and have something 

concrete to measure, not just an increase/decrease in numbers. 

o Obtaining a matrix without involving numbers is much more difficult to measure. 

• Parish Leadership Council will be discussing this in further detail. 

o Indicators of success  

o Evaluating the experience 

o Possibly modules to set up 

 

Opening Prayer for March 3rd meeting – Tom Ruhland 


