
Parish Ministry Council Meeting 

December 2, 2021 

In-Person & Zoom 

 

Kevin asked that everyone consciously wait for the microphone before speaking as the meeting was being 

recorded and the written minutes for this meeting will be obtained through the recording. 

 

Opening Prayer:  Mo Bartz 

 

Fr. Tim:  Remembering Gail Goettsch – Prayer:           -- STB Attitudes (written by Gail) 

  

 

Parish Updates 

Fr. Tim:   

 Christmas Schedule:    

    December 24(Friday):  3:00 masks required;  

         5:00 & 10:00: masked highly recommended- these will be live-streamed 

    December 25(Saturday) 11:00  Masks highly recommended 

    December 26(Sunday):  Feast of Holy Family: 11:00 – masks highly recommended 

 

    January 1,2 – Normal week-end Mass 

Chairs will be set up in the commons area in order to make social distances easier. 

 

……a question was asked and answered, without the microphone, so could not hear it. 

 

Archbishop Hebda sent a letter to all diocese that 7 priests currently are in quarantine and/or infected with 

Covid.   He urged all parishes to take as many Covid precautions as possible.  So whatever we can to keep 

our parishioners safe, we will do it 

 

Liturgy Committee came up with the theme of “Crossing the threshold to God’s Kingdom”.  So this week-

end in my homily, I used the words threshold, entrance and door and invited each family to take the 

“doormat” to put on their door/bedroom door, etc to remind people of God’s Kingdom. 

 

Karen Maza: 

 Follow-up to Fr. Tim’s Financial talk: 

• $22,000 from this past week-end’s collections of basket and mailed-in;  

• have had 10-12 people increase their simplified giving 

 

Council Highlights: 

Caring: Annette Dolenc 

• Welcomed Mickey back 

• Prayer Shawls restarting in January 

• Deacon Mickey had his first meeting with council 

 

Faith in Action: Paul Mandell 

• Greg Eaton reports Friends of Dorothy Day(Financial supporter for Higher Ground) is 

proposing serving meals to young single mothers at the Family Center in Maplewood.  The 

project has been put on hold until given the okay by Catholic Charities.  However, in the 

future, this could be a volunteer opportunity to our youth group, or to anyone who would 

like to put a team together to produce a meal.  Greg will continue to update the council on 

this project 



• Jan 20th -  Speaker Mary Kunesh – topic “Have You Seen This Woman?” 

• Faith in Action has purchased JustFaith programs; these programs will be available for one 

year. 

o “Can we talk” will begin in January – at this time we have one facilitator for an 

evening program and are looking for 2-3 more facilitators so the program would be 

available at different times during the day/week. 

 

Fun & Fellowship: Steve Matlon 

• End of November – Fall Outdoor clean-up 

o One of the best clean-up events for a long time 

o Had about 30 people, which is more than we usually have 

• Holy Happy Hour 

o Had about 30 adults 

• Breakfast with St. Nick will be revisited due to the Covid concerns 

• Caroling planned with Worship Committee 

• Adult Christmas Party Dec 11th  – will be reviewed as well 

** Jackie asked for volunteers to help put up outside wreaths/decorations  

 

Engagement: Judy Urban 

• No updates  

*** However, Judy did make some comments but I could not understand what she was 

saying 

• Mark Kahn – gave an update on Parish Ministries. 

o 118 volunteer positions 

o 60% were active during the pandemic 

o About 750 different events/activities occur 

o 49 new families in the last year 

o General feeling these were impressive numbers and something we should all be 

proud of especially as these all continued while dealing with Covid 

 

Worship: Molly Gantz 

• Continue to write articles for the bulletin 

o The November article should appear this week 

• Co-planning a caroling party with Fun/Fellowship for Saturday – December 18th following 

5:00 mass 

o Firepit 

o Hot cocoa 

o S’mores 

o Fr. Tim will announce this week-end, so even if they don’t come to 5:00 Mass, 

people will be aware of the event. 

 

Life Stages of Spirituality:  Mo Bartz 

• 4-part Advent series is underway (34 attending) 

• Evening of  Reflections - Dec 7th  (25 people) 

• Confirmation retreat on Saturday (50+ kids) 

• Elementary Faith Formation made 93 Advent wreaths, all of which were distributed 

• 25 boxes of blankets were checked out which are being made for North Minneapolis 

Families 

• Reconciliation occurred week-end of Nov.27/28th (55 families) 

• Drive-by event is planned for Christmas baskets for all ages to be done on the 12th of 

December, will be for all ages. 



Fr. Tim : 

• Asked us to keep Dez and her confirmation team and candidates in our prayers this week-end as 

we have not done an in-house retreat for a number of years.  A lot of time and effort has gone into 

the planning of this event, and asked that we pray for its success. 

• Most of all the Christmas gifts on the wall/on-line 

• Deacon Mickey will not only be taking over the Pastoral Care and becoming a member of the 

Caring Council, but he will also be helping with baptisms and be on a rotating schedule for the 

homilies at the 5:00, 9:00 & 11:00 mases. 

• Check-out the shed by the Giving Garden; Shingles on the roof, windows and lots of room for 

storage; Monica created a great slide for the screens in the Commons. 

• Would like to have feedback on the Christmas Eve/Day services at the January meeting. We will 

be dealing with the fallout from Covid as well as Covid itself for the foreseeable future, so we will 

need to keep this in mind for future planning. 

• Fr. Kevin Clinton, a friend of Fr. Tim’s, will be helping out at the week-end Masses while Fr. Mike 

Erlander is on vacation 

 

Jackie was asked about decorating the Church for Christmas.  She has no information at this time, and is 

checking with Julie Loehr and Jackie will be giving an update. 

 

 

 

Proposed Agenda for January: 

Opening Prayer: Paul Mandell(?) 

Feedback on Christmas services 

 

 

Submitted by Cathryn Grimwood (via recorded zoom meeting) 

December 8, 2021 

Edited by Karen Maza 


