
Worship Council Meeting Minutes: Thursday, October 7, 2021 
 

In Attendance: Chris, Dan, Mike, Molly, Tiffany 
Absent:  Maureen, Rose 
 

1. Check-in – Fall is upon us!  Winter is coming… 

 

2. Prayer – Molly shared the following Autumn Prayer: 

 

God of all seasons, we thank you for Autumn. 

We thank you 

For the touch of coolness in the air that gives us a new burst of energy,  

For the coloring of trees that shows the creativity of the Divine Artist, 

For the falling leaves that reveal the strength of the branches. 

For the hues of fields that bring peace to our souls, 

For the smiles on pumpkins that bring joy to children, 

For the fall harvest that brings us gratitude for the bounty of our land, 

For this change of seasons that reveals the circle of life. 

God of all seasons, as you transform the earth, transform us by your Spirit.  Amen 

 -Rev. Doug Leonhardt, S.J. 

 

3. Celebrate: Meditation Trail Rededication 

a. Meditation Trail project is complete!  Molly brought mini-donuts for all to celebrate its 

accomplishment =-) 

b. Around 10 people assisted with the Meditation Trail clean-up; special kudos to Rose and 

Dan for leading/participating in the group’s efforts.  Dan & family also walked the trail 

after the last big rainstorm to make sure all was well. 

c. Rededication and blessing by Fr. Tim was completed on Sunday with about 18 in 

attendance. The trail was used immediately. 

d. Last night (Oct 6th) the Faith Formation topic was God’s Creation, and the kids got to 

walk the trail to experience it firsthand 

e. Molly read one of the prayer selections during the All Council meeting tonight and 

passed around copies of the laminated cards being used on the trail for all council 

members to see 

f. Laminated cards – currently 4 copies.  If these wander off, we can make more copies. 

g. John Dolenc’s Little Free Library is a big hit.  Please continue to donate prayer books 

relevant for perusal on the trail 

h. Fr. Tim referred to the trail as “our hidden treasure.”  Extra special kudos to Maureen 

for sparking this project and adding to the beauty that is STB 

 

4. Laudato Si/Care for Creation - rolling topic. 

a. Maureen submitted two lovely and thought-provoking entries for the bulletin during 

September. 

b. October’s two reflections: Molly will write these.  Ideas for topics include a reflection on 

the Meditation Trail and the Giving Garden. 

c. Tiffany will write two reflections for November. 



 

5. Donuts & Greetings- time to re-implement hospitality and greeting others at beginning of Mass? 

a. Previous standard STB greeting was to shake hands with neighbors in pews as a way to 

greet each other. COVID put a halt to this practice.   

b. Greetings can be reinstituted in a way that the individual feels comfortable with – wave, 

nod, etc. OK to bring this practice back 

c. Hospitality (donuts and coffee) – should probably continue to hold off until kids can be 

vaccinated, as people will remove masks to eat in the lobby 

d. Still need more volunteers for the greeting ministry.  Name tags were previously made 

by greeters; we could put out name tag stickers and pens so that parishioners can make 

their own for now. 

e. Quick reminder given of how far we have come in the past year!  So much progress has 

been made in regards to COVID precautions  

 

6. Worship plan for Advent/Christmas 

a. Christmas may be close to normal! 

b. Ideas for decoration included an outdoor lighting display, possibly lighting the 

Meditation Trail with Christmas lights, having a candle box/mini-grotto outdoors, etc. 

c. Idea for an event: Christmas “caroling” outdoors with hot chocolate, fire pit, etc.  Can 

have a Christmas carol sing-along held after a 5pm Saturday Mass (3rd Saturday of 

December?).  Possibly work with Fun & Fellowship committee on this 

d. Adult Christmas party will be the 2nd Saturday of December. 

e. Gift chain, similar to what was done during a prior Easter season.  Parishioners would 

list an item given or service done each week on a strip of paper, to be made into a giant 

paper chain.  Gifts for family, the church, STB, community, a charity, etc.  Chris will 

present this idea to the liturgy committee. 

f. Liturgy committee meeting again in 2 weeks to pick a theme for Advent. 

 
7. 11am Mass attendance – Has been sparser than expected lately.  Thoughts? 

a. Attendance across the board will increase once COVID numbers go down.  Still in the 

throes of the Delta variant 

b. 11am Mass has a mask requirement.  Large majority of people (80%+?) wear masks at 

the 5pm and 9am as well. 

c. Many went to the Saturday evening Mass the weekend of the Fall Festival, so numbers 

were affected that weekend as a one-off 

d. Weather has been extremely good for this time of year; many may be attending 9am 

Mass so as to take advantage of early afternoon outdoor activities before the cold sets 

in 

e. Live Streaming still going on – many still watching online rather than attending in 

person.  This is both good and bad.   

f. Possibly issue reminder that dispensation is no longer in place.  Might be unpopular.   

g. Have Fr. Tim issue invitation directly to the Live Stream camera audience to come back 

to in-person attendance if able (personal invitation is always most effective). 

 
8. Agenda items for November: 



a. Laudato Si write up assignment for December (possibly Mike, who was present at the 

first Earth Day celebration) 

b. More on greeter ministry, greeter duties 

c. More on Advent/Christmas planning.  First day of Advent is November 28th 

d. Plans to set up the Meditation Trail as a volunteer garden (beginning early Spring), 

including transplanting of hostas, keeping grounds clear, planting perennials at the 

entrance 

 

9. Check-out.   

a. Reminder:  Council Ministry Retreat is this Saturday, October 9th.  Be at STB at 8:30am if 

you want breakfast.  

b. Unknown yet what topic is or if notes/handouts will be available for those not able to 

attend.  Kevin will send to Tiffany if available; she will forward these to the council if 

received. 

 

10. Prayer for November: Rose.  Adjourned 7 minutes early! 


