
Worship Council Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, March 9, 2022 

In Attendance:  Chris, Dan, Maureen, Molly, Rose, Tiffany 

Guests:  Beth, Michelle 

Prayer: Tiffany 

In The Silence 

 

Timing is everything, they say. 

And good things come to those who wait. 

Well, waiting is hardly my forte. 

But a relay runner practices patience; 

Knows to study her teammate, monitor that runner’s rhythm in order to  

Anticipate the perfect passing of the baton. 

One must wait in silence, watch for signs, like the First Begotten did. 

Jesus knew who he would call to run the race with him, 

Had invested in their lives, 

Learned the beating of their hearts. 

And when at last he called them, his voice, laced with love, was already familiar; 

His urgency easy to detect. 

He knew the time was right to step into the flow of the Father’s work. 

And so can we. 

Study the rhythm of the Lord; practice his pacing, 

Anticipate His perfect passing of ministry’s baton. 

He will always let us know when the time is right if we wait for the Word in silence. 

Lord, teach me to be quiet.  

Teach me to tarry for You. 

 

-Nikki Grimes 

From “Glory in the Margins” 

 

1. Check-in: All 

a. Donuts this weekend for the Mini-Golf event! 

b. Prayers for Molly’s niece and her newborn preemie  

 

2. Meditation Trail & plantings (Guest: Beth Tiller, ecologist) 

a. Trail is used all year long – women’s groups, retreat for parish councils, Faith Formation 

groups, etc. 

b. Looking for ideas for additional plantings, particularly at entrance to Meditation trail 

(cross area).  Preferences for native plants.  Need to be cognizant about any new plants 

that are introduced.   

c. Beth looked at historical photos from the 1930s to see what was present at that time.  

Previously savannah and a woodlot/trees – was not previously a lake where Hay Lake 

currently is, more of a wetlands area.   



d. Some trees are over 100+ years old.  Some (but not many) invasive plants will need 

control.   

e. Beth volunteered to walk the trail to take an ecological inventory for baseline data – 

need to wait until plants are growing to see what’s there, most likely well into spring. 

May will have spring ephemerals, with additional growth into June.  

f. Nature Walks: lead tours/excursions for groups of kids, parishioners on how to identify 

plants.  Beth is also willing to create some nature trail interpretive material (written and 

or photographic) that might also entice people to explore 

g. Trail can also be used for bird watching, pollinators.  Incorporate additional bird houses, 

wood duck boxes.  

h. Ideas:  Blazing Star, Butterfly Milkweed – need to have some early bloomers and some 

later bloomers to continue the beauty throughout the season.  Highlight use of color 

i. Fire pit –mostly cleared out; idea to incorporate shrubs around the area to control the 

space and prevent regrowth of invasive species.  Ideas:  dogwood, hawthorn; smaller 

shrubs with bird- and pollinator-value 

j. Water quality study done with middle school kids on the STB pond in conjunction with a 

water quality expert (Jessie Koehle).  City of Eagan is working on Hay Lake this summer 

due to an invasive plant found in the lake.  City may have to have input if any planting 

done along the shoreline. 

 

3. Collaboration with Sustainability Committee on Laudato Si (Guest: Michelle Sharp) 

a. Sustainability Committee did a Care for Creation article for the bulletin in previous years 

– fell by the wayside due to COVID 

b. Laudato Si not “compartmentalized” – not just a sustainability issue, also a core issue 

throughout the parish.   

c. In celebration of Earth Day: April 24th, 2pm (tentative):   Carol Warden, a limnologist 

with the University of Wisconsin, will give a lecture on shoreline stewardship.  City of 

Eagan representatives also will be present; should also have representation from STB.  

Carol’s lecture will incorporate Laudato Si.  

d. Michelle will send more information about the event to Molly when available; we can 

incorporate this in our next Laudato Si article for the bulletin. 

e. Easter is a season of water.  Chris volunteered to write the April Laudato Si article, tying 

Easter season to the above event and to caring for our lakes and ponds. 

f. In previous years, the Sustainability Committee focused on projects (bike racks, water 

bottle refill station, organics recycling, insulation of hot water pipes) – somewhat under 

the radar.  

i.  Energy audit done pre-COVID. Bids for additional projects are probably now 

outdated. 

1. LED lighting installed in parking lot; still need to do interior lights.  

(approx. $20k, pays for itself in 7 years). 

2. Overhaul of HVAC – efficiency issue, maintenance issues ($40-50k, 

rebates available but timing on when to complete is in question) 

3. Future goal: solar panels on roof.  On hold until above projects are 

complete. 

ii. Timeline for next infrastructure projects: over the next few years (delayed due 

to COVID); Michelle is working with finance committee. 



g. Prayers of the Faithful always include an environmentally-conscious prayer.  Chris also 

incorporates environmentally-themed songs when possible. 

h. Worship committee’s role:  it’s how we pray together!  Working to ensure parishioners 

have the best public prayer experience available, whether in the weekend liturgies or in 

an alternative manner (e.g., Meditation Trail). 

 

4. April Laudato Si article – Chris (see bullet point #3e above)  

 

5. April Prayer - Rose 

 

6. Agenda items for next month: 

a. Make recommendations for loved ones’ memorials 

i. Held over until next month due to time constraints 

ii. Molly sent a YouTube link for us to view as preparation for April’s meeting – 

please view and come prepared to discuss:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JNNpu8tPBD8 

b. More on Nature Trail walks 

c. Opportunities to partner with Sustainability Committee – follow up to Michelle’s 

forthcoming e-mail 

d. Gearing up for the return of hospitality at Mass  

e. Recruiting for new Worship Council members (Tiffany, Molly at end of term), including 

scribe to replace Tiffany (scheduling conflicts for next few meetings) 

f. Moving meetings back to in-person after All Parish Council meetings (?) 

 

7. Check Out 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JNNpu8tPBD8

