
Worship Council Meeting Minutes, 8/5/21 
In Attendance:  Chris, Dan, Maureen, Mike, Molly, Rose, Tiffany 
 
 

1. Check-in 

2. Jim Clancy stopped by to talk about greeters and their role in “Opening Doors” – greeters are 

stepping out to open the outer doors to welcome people coming into the church.  Great family 

ministry, positive response.  Looking for more volunteers (will train), need 4 people per Mass, 

SignUp Genius online.   

a. Not doing nametags yet. 

b. Personal invitations always work best.  Request Fr. Tim to invite people to volunteer as 

greeters during the announcements at Mass? 

3. Sound system has been upgraded!   

a. Updates done 2 weeks ago, including replacement of parts and recalibration of settings, 

paid for without debt 

b. Noted improvement in sound for those in the choir section. 

4. Questions to be addressed per all-parish-council meeting: 

a. Should we recommend or mandate mask usage? 

i. General consensus was that it would be acceptable to be asked to wear masks 

again indoors. 

ii. Difficult to mandate mask usage, even more difficult to enforce.   

iii. Suggestion made to put forth a brief survey to the parish regarding their 

thoughts, but the parish councils are essentially already the first round of this 

informal survey 

iv. We should continue to follow county guidelines; recent trends indicate that 

mask usage might be a decision that will be made for us at the county level. 

v. If mask usage is highly recommended but not mandated, then expect low 

compliancy.  Council members should model the mask behavior STB wishes to 

promote 

vi. Approach with the standpoint of protecting others, particularly the children who 

are not yet vaccinated and who will be returning to school soon 

b. Should we resume hospitality (donuts and coffee) after Mass? 

i. Currently scheduled to resume on 9/11/21  

ii. Recommendation to strongly consider postponing this, unless the donuts can be 

prepackaged and the refreshments enjoyed outside (not indoors in the lobby) 

iii. Still hopes within the council that a Mini Donut food truck can be on hand in the 

parking lot after Mass.  Does not need to be sponsored by STB; just allow it to 

be on the premises and let nature take its course. 

c. Do we continue planning Welcome Back celebrations? 

i. Difficult to know if many people are ready to come back; volume of Mass 

attendees may be affected by fears of the Delta variant or just by the fact that it 

is summer, with a standard seasonal downtick in participants 

ii. Current virus trends and statements by prominent medical professionals (Fauci, 

Gottlieb) indicate the Delta variant will get worse before it gets better 



iii. Fall Festival will still go on outdoors; many welcome activities can be rolled into 

this event 

5. Liturgy of Loss and Hope (September 1) – tentatively scheduled for 7pm 

a. Prayer service (not a Mass) with music and scripture readings to give parishioners a 

chance to reflect, pray, and have a ritual moment to honor their loss and express hope 

for the future. 

b. Worship council members are being asked to participate in the ceremony, if available 

c. Ideas for ritual include candle lighting, colored sand mixture, or other sharing moment 

as “our oasis in the pandemic desert.” 

d. Online option as well?  Streaming/recording could be available if there are volunteers to 

help 

e. During Mass the Saturday/Sunday prior, parishioners will have the chance to write their 

losses, fears, hopes, etc. on a slip of paper to be raised during the Prayers of the 

Faithful.  Offer a method to submit these online as well? 

f. Wide definition of “loss” applies – not specific to loss of loved one; could also be loss of 

job, health, a graduation ceremony or other life event, etc. 

g. Separate from the ‘Growing Through Loss’ Program. 

6. Update on the prayers for the Meditation Trail  

a. Idea to incorporate a Grotto with candles (similar to Notre Dame) 

b. John Dolenc is nearly done with Little Library and has also started some trail clean-up 

c. Prayers have been selected for the laminated cards; thank you, prayer subcommittee! 

d. To Do List: 

i. Continued trail clean up.  Mike willing to assist with weed-whacking 

ii. Set up and stock the completed Library box. 

iii. Laminate prayer cards and put on rings 

iv. Blessing Ceremony:  

1. Ideally in late September/early October to take advantage of the fall 

colors, but shouldn’t conflict with Blessing of the Beasts (Oct 4th).  

Consider holding between 9am and 11am Masses, or after 11am Mass.  

Will need to post in the bulletin/eBulletin to market the event.   

2. Ask Fr. Tim to hold brief blessing ceremony, include an a capella choir 

song; possibly record the event for STB website and/or YouTube.   

v. Molly will contact John to see where we’re at and what we can do to help. 

7. Ministry Council Weekend – October 16th/17th 

a. Need to find people willing to speak for roughly 3 minutes at each of the Masses.  Can 

be 3 different ministry representatives 

b. Ministries that could use volunteers should be the ones represented 

c. Ministry ideas included Greeters, Music/Soundboard, and Mass Coordinators 

d. The question as to why a person volunteers is largely philosophical; many will have 

different “whys.”  Participating in the Mass and other church functions is a privilege that 

hasn’t always been available to lay people. 

8. Agenda Items for next month - can be prioritized, condensed, or culled as needed due to 

continuously evolving events: 

a. What are some new opportunities that Worship Council can do? 



b. How have people changed over the last 12-15 months; what are their 

needs/hungers?  How are people going to respond to life post-pandemic (or mid-

pandemic)?  How are you feeling about the new restrictions? 

c. Continued Plans for return celebration: “welcome weekends” – tentatively scheduled 

for September 11/12, 18/19. Should we still proceed with plans given the new pandemic 

environment?  (see also item 3a above) 

d. Laudato Si/Care for Creation - rolling topic; September is Care for Creation month 

e. Music repertoire discussion 

9. Check Out.  Prayer for September:  Chris 

 


