
Worship Council Meeting Minutes: Thursday, November 4, 2021 
 

In Attendance: Chris, Dan, Maureen, Mike, Molly, Rose, Tiffany 
Guest Speaker: Peg Sweeney 
 
Prayer:  Rose 

 The Harvest Prayer - by Julie Palmer 
Father, as we celebrate this season of thanksgiving 
We give thanks for the blessings of food, provision and nourishment.  
Please grow in us a harvest for the world.  
Come sow a seed of hope within our souls, Lord,  

that we might yield goodness, patience and kindness in abundance.  
Sow a seed of peace in our lives, Lord,  

that we might bear the fruits of forgiveness, compassion and righteousness.  
Come sow a seed of love in our hearts, Lord,  

that others would reap the blessings of family, friendship and community.  
May each seed of hope, peace, and love grow within us into a harvest that can be feasted on by all. 
 Amen.  

 
1.) Check-in – Still basking in the glow of the completion of the Meditation Trail. Additionally, the 

first choir rehearsal was this past week!  Choir will sing at Mass in a few weeks. 
2.) More on greeter ministry, greeter duties  

a. Peg Sweeney joined our council meeting to discuss the finer details of the current state 
of the greeter ministry 

b. SignUp Genius has been working well, considering it is the free version.  There are 
upgrades that can be purchased; these are being researched for ease of volunteer use 
and to see if the purchase is warranted.  So far, no ads or spam being received (that we 
know of) by those who use this tool.  

c. Demonstrated on the STB website how to get to the volunteer sign-up spot.  Located 
under ‘Schedules,’ so not very intuitive or easy to find.  Peg will work with Mo to put the 
link in a more prominent spot. 

d. Christmas Masses coming up soon so many more opportunities to volunteer; currently 
sign-up boards in the Commons for EMs and Mass Coordinators. 

e. Discussed dearth of enthusiastic volunteers for greeter ministry.   
i. Description of the greeter duties are posted on the top of the SignUp Genius 

page; training is also provided on the first day.   
ii. Possible issue is that length of time posted is a deterrent; page currently states 

to be present 40 minutes before Mass and stay out for greeting purposes for an 
additional 15 minutes into Mass to greet latecomers.  40 minutes is for first day 
only for training; otherwise 30 minutes is standard. 

iii. Nametags are now being used again, with parishioners filling out their own tags 
with prompts to do so provided by the greeter if needed.  Greeters no longer 
have to write the names, so fear of forgetting/misremembering a name is 
minimized. 

iv. Greeting used to be a duty of the EMs, then the ushers, then the hospitality 
ministers; also was at one time assigned by neighborhood (Apple Valley, Eagan, 
etc.). Also used to be done by Confirmation/Faith Formation families.  Can 
reinstitute this as an opportunity to earn a service hour; verify with Dez. 



v. Idea to send out an e-mail blast to the whole parish – similar to funeral 
announcements.  Chris will check into doing this.  Peg will be able to monitor 
any uptick in signups after the e-mail blast to see how effective it is. 

vi. Can also put up greeter request announcements on the monitors in the 
Commons. Chris will check on this. 

vii. Idea also shared to have each council take a weekend to serve as greeters, 
possibly have it serve double-duty as the weekend to highlight a specific council.  
Prior ministry weekends that were planned for October were temporarily 
postponed, but are still a good idea.  Can potentially schedule these during the 
span of ordinary time prior to Easter.   

3.) Parish Leadership Council Update – Maureen 
a. Maureen shared notes from the prior month’s presentation given by Jim Clancy of the 

Engagement Council.  Suggestions included not only greeting people who are arriving, 
but also while leaving.  Can give small hand-outs (magnets, pens) with STB info, reserve 
parking places for visitors, and invite young people (high school, young adult age) to 
participate in councils 

b. Synod update: 16 people participated on both Monday and Tuesday.  The strength of 
the synod talks is in the small group discussion, with quiet time to reflect and write brief 
responses to reflection questions given at the end.   

4.) Continue Advent/Christmas planning.  First day of Advent is November 28th 
a. Liturgy Committee has chosen the theme of “Thresholds” for Advent. 
b. Small object normally given out; this season will be a paper advent wreath to color 
c. Chris found a hymn that uses “threshold” wording in the lyrics, which should be a 

perfect fit.  Also works well with the tune “Finlandia.” 
d. Christmas is on a Saturday this year.  Masses:  Friday at 3pm, 5pm, and 10pm; Saturday 

at 11am; Sunday at 11am.  Yet to be determined which will be livestreamed. 
5.) Caroling: connection w/Fun Committee  

a. Molly has been discussing this with Steve Matlon from the Fun & Fellowship Committee.  
More info to come in the next week or so. 

b. St. Nicholas Breakfast still TBD if safe to hold; if not, caroling event might take its place 
6.) Brainstorm ideas for memorializing our loved ones (e.g., candles) 

a. Votive candle stands are most common and have been specifically requested.  Possibly 
some insurance/smoke issues.  Electric candles are not a viable option, as expressed 
(strongly) by our Liturgy Coordinator.  

b. Other ideas:  painted rocks, plants, sand mural.   
c. Not just for use to memorialize the dead; also used for prayers. 
d. Keep thinking of additional ideas… topic will roll forward to next month due to time 

constraints. 
7.) Laudato Si write up assignments: 

a. November – Tiffany.  December – Mike  
b. Decision made to continue to do two write-ups a month.  Need to submit by Monday to 

have it posted in the bulletin by that Friday. 
c. Reminder given to really incorporate Laudato Si message/teachings so that people can 

understand the strength, wisdom, and beauty of this encyclical. 
8.) Future Topics:   

a. More on memorialization ideas (see item #6 above) 
b. Plans to set up the Meditation Trail as a volunteer garden (beginning early Spring) 



i. Will include transplanting of hostas, keeping grounds clear, planting perennials 
at the entrance 

ii. If planting additional flora, should contact Beth Tiller for her input/expertise 
c. Beatitudes – idea from Council retreat to have the parish recreate the beatitudes with 

active, not passive, voice.  Example from the retreat: 
Blessed are the newly confirmed who are discerning and feel disconnected, for 
they shall be the future leaders of the church. 
Blessed are those who make good trouble, for their hope shall be rewarded. 
Blessed are those who feel excluded, for you will be welcomed and embraced. 
Blessed are the ones searching for a church to call home, for St. Thomas Becket 
will welcome you. 
Blessed are those who are searching, for here they shall find hope. 
Blessed are the absent, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these. 

9.)  December prayer:  Dan.  Will most likely need a substitute scribe for January’s meeting, 
assuming the Canadian border is open. 


