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Historical Books
• 1. The Conquest & Settling of  Canaan

• 2. The Move from Tribal Rule to Monarchy

• 3. The Dividing of  the Kingdom

• 4. The Loss of  National Sovereignty and     
the Fall into Foreign Bondage

• 5. The Return to the Promised Land

The historical books of the 
Old Testament are twelve in 
number, record five major 

events, and focus on several 
prominent characters, most 

notably King David. 



The conquest and settling of  Canaan

• The Book of  Joshua tells of  God’s 
people as they cross the Jordan River 
and settle in the Promised Land.  When 
the Israelites demonstrated godly 
obedience, the Lord faithfully fought 
His people’s battles, but when the 
Israelites’ hearts grew cold and 
indifferent, they suffered multiple 
defeats by the hands of  their enemies.



Who wrote the book?

• The book’s primary figure gives the 
book its title. Joshua means “Yahweh 
saves,”1 an appropriate name for the 
man who led Israel, under God’s 
command, to victorious conquest of  
the Promised Land. Scholars believe 
that Joshua himself  or a scribe under 
his direction penned most of  the book. 





Route of  Conquest in the Book of  Joshua

• Siege of  Jericho & Ai (Chapters 5 to 8)

• Battle of  Gideon & South (chapters 9 & 10)

• Battle against North (chapter 11)

• Presence in Megiddo (chapter 12)



Why is Joshua so important?

•The book of  Joshua records the 
culmination of  Israel’s journey to the 
Promised Land. Here we see God 
fulfill His promise to give the land of  
Canaan to Jacob’s descendants. Joshua 
portrays the Lord as their general, the 
One who would lead His people in 
victorious battle if  they would trust 
and obey.

• Joshua recounted a story of  
contradictions. On the one hand, God 
gave the land that He had promised to 
the nation. On the other hand, the people 
failed to possess the land completely, 
allowing some inhabitants to remain. 
God fulfilled His side of  the bargain, but 
the Israelites did not finish the job. The 
Canaanite peoples became a damaging 
influence on Israel as years went by.



Contradictions

Faithfulness
• Rahab the harlot (2:1–21) 

• The battle of  Jericho (6:1–27)

• Caleb the warrior (14:6–14). 

Disobedience
• Achan’s sin (7:1) and the resulting loss 

at Ai (7:5), 

• Failure of some tribes to annihilate the 
enemy as God commanded,

• Joshua making a treaty with the 
Gibeonites without first seeking the 
Lord (9:1–27).

https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Josh%202.1%E2%80%9321


The Religious Purpose of  the Book of  Joshua

• Reading Joshua, you get the 
impression that the conquest was 
swift and decisive, and that Israel 
was able to defeat every opponent.

• The reason for such an exalted 
telling of  the story lies in the 
religious purpose of  the book.  
Israel was not fighting on its own; it 
was God who gave the help and 
strength for this small band of  
tribes to overcome much more 
powerful enemies.



The Book of  Judges

The Book of  Judges continues the story 
of  Israel’s conquest and gradual 
occupation of  the whole land.  It tells the 
stories and legends of  tribal life in 
Palestine which lasted about 200 years 
from 1250—1050 BC.  In those days, 
Israel didn't have kings. The tribes were 
led by elders, and each city had a gate 
where wise older men would sit and help 
people understand and obey the Law. 
When things got really bad and the 
Israelites ignored the Law, God sent 
judges. 



The Cycle of  Judges

I:  Situation of  Israel after Joshua 
dies (chapters 1-2)

II: Story of  the Twelve Judges.          
(chapters 3 to 16)

III: Legends about the two tribes of  
Dan and Benjamin                                     
(chapters 17 to 21)



Who were the Judges?

• Warlords – renowned for their brave 
exploits in battle.

• Leaders who arose in great time of  need.

• Led tribes to victory in one or more 
battles.

• Chosen by God to guide the tribes.



The Twelve Judges

• Othniel (3: 7 - 11)

• Ehud (3: 12-30)

• Shamgar (3:31)

• Barak w/ Deborah (4: 1-5:31)

• Gideon (6: 1-8:35)

• Abimelech (9: 1-57) usurper & tyrant

• Tola & Jair (10: 1-16)

• Jephthah (11:1-12:7)

• Ibzan, Elon, & Abdon (12: 8-15)

• Samson (13: 1-16: 31)







The Book of  Ruth

• The Book of  Ruth written in 
Hebrew (6th–4th centuries BCE), is 
set during the time of  the judges 
about a woman from Moab who 
remains faithful to her Israelite 
mother-in-law after the deaths of  
their husbands.  She accepts 
Yahweh, the God of  the Israelites 
as her God and accepts the Israelite 
people as her own

Ruth tells Naomi, "Where you go I will go, 
and where you stay I will stay. Your people 
will be my people and your God my God. 
Where you die I will die, and there I will be 
buried. May the Lord deal with me, be it ever 
so severely, if  even death separates you and 
me.” (Ruth 1: 16-17)



The move from tribal rule to monarchy
1 and 2 Samuel and 1 Kings (1025-928 BC)

• Eventually, the Israelites decided they didn't 
like having judges telling them what to do, 
so they asked the last judge, Samuel, to find 
them a king to rule over all of  Israel (1 Samuel 

8: 1-9). God knew they weren't ready for a 
king yet, but He also knew they'd get into 
trouble if  they picked their own. So He had 
Samuel choose Saul ( 1 Samuel 9).  



Samuel: Judge, Priest, Prophet

• Samuel, whose name means heard of  
God, was dedicated to God by his mother, 
Hannah, as part of  a vow she made before 
he was born.  Hannah had been barren and 
prayed fervently for a child. God granted 
Hannah’s request, and, true to her promise, 
Hannah dedicated Samuel to the Lord. 
After Samuel was weaned, likely around 
the age of  four, he was brought to the 
tabernacle to serve under Eli the priest. 



The Call of  Samuel
• At a time when prophecies and visions were rare, 

Samuel heard what he first believed to be Eli calling 
him during the night. Though the young Samuel was 
ministering in the tabernacle, he still didn’t know the 
Lord, and the word of  the Lord had not yet been 
revealed to him. The first three times the Lord called 
Samuel, the boy responded to Eli. Eli then understood 
what was happening and instructed Samuel to respond 
to the Lord if  he called again. Then, "The LORD came 
and stood there, calling as at the other times, Samuel! 
Samuel!' Then Samuel said, ’speak, for your servant is 
listening’”. God gave him a message of  judgment to 
relay to Eli. The following day, Samuel took his first 
leap of  faith, telling Eli everything, even though the 
message was bad news for Eli and his family. Eli 
responded with acceptance. Samuel’s credibility as a 
prophet spread throughout Israel, and God continued 
to reveal His Word to His people through Samuel.        
(1 Samuel 3: 7-21)



The first king
1043 BC

• Valiant warrior – rescues Israel from the 
Ammonite army

• Wins some battles against the Philistines, but 
never the final victory to unite Israel

• He is moody, rash, and unorganized and turns 
Samuel against him by his arrogance.

• He almost executes his son Jonathan.

• David is a young aide to Saul, but when he kills 
the Philistine hero Goliath, David’s popularity 
and great warrior skills provokes Saul to rages 
of  envy.

• Saul and Jonathan are killed in the battle on 
Mount Gilboa



David’s Rise to Power
Book of  2 Samuel

• David is born in the land of  Judah – 
in Bethlehem in 1035 BC

• Youngest son of  Jesse.

• Reign over Judah: 1010-1002 BC

• Reign over Israel: 1002-970 BC

• Spent most of  his years as a shepherd

• David is anointed King of  Judah (2 Samuel 2:7)

• Civil war rages on between Israel & Judah          
(2 Samuel 2: 9-12)

• David finally reigns over all Israel & Judah          
(2 Samuel 5)

• David plans to build a temple to God                 
(2 Samuel 7)

• The Philistines, Moab, & Syrians defeated by 
David and his army (2 Samuel 8)



King David (continued)

• David’s son Amnon forces himself  on 
his half-sister Tamar and is killed by 
Tamar’s brother Absalom (2 Samuel 13)

• David’s son Absalom conspires against 
his father and is killed in a battle by 
Joab. (2 Samuel 14-18)

• The Philistines engage in battle against 
David who is nearly killed by 4 giant 
Philistines—brothers of  Goliah (2 
Samuel 21)

• David his Solomon and his son the 
responsibility of  building God’s 
temple (1 Chronicles)

• David has Solomon crowned as 
King of  Israel (1 Kings 1: 32-35)

• David dies. Solomon becomes king 
of  Israel (1 Kings 2: 10-12) 



King Solomon 
Book of  1 Kings

• Son of  David and Bathsheba

• His name means “peaceable”

• Third King of  Israel (970 to 931 BC)

• Solomon killed his half-brother Adonijah 
to secure the kingship

• Ruled 40 years w/ peace and stability

• Wrote much of  Book of  Proverbs, Book of  
Solomon, Book of  Ecclesiastes

King Solomon. Writing Proverbs. Engraving by Gustave Doré (1832 - 1883).



Solomon’s Temple

• He built the first Temple on Mount 
Moriah in Jerusalem – a seven-year 
task that became one of  the 
wonders of  the ancient world.

• He dedicated the Temple to God 
and brought the Ark of  the 
Covenant to the Temple in 
Jerusalem.

Solomon's Temple in Jerusalem. DEA PICTURE LIBRARY / Getty Images



Solomon’s Accomplishments

• He set-up an organized state in 
Israel with 12 major districts.

• He made Israel rich by establishing 
trade with other countries.

• He was a diplomatic ruler and 
established friendly ties with his 
neighbors.

• He was a builder—constructed 
palaces, cities, roads, gardens, and 
government buildings.

• He had great wisdom and 
composed many of  the sayings 
known as Proverbs of  Solomon; 
composed songs like Song of  
Solomon and the Song of  Songs, 
and poems in Ecclesiastes.



Solomon’s Failures

• He married many foreign women.

• He lived extravagantly at the expense 
of  people—high taxes.

• He used force labor.

• He worshipped idols.

• He sold Israelite territory to King 
Tyre.

• He made treaties with other nations.

• These actions made Solomon break 
the Torah as Israelites were not 
supposed to marry foreigners. Through 
these marriages, idol worship started in 
Israel. This was because he allowed his 
wives to worship their gods, build 
temples and altars for them. This led to 
introduction of  idolatry in Israel.



A Divided Kingdom (930 to 722 BC)

• Rehoboam was officially appointed the new king when his father, Solomon, died.

•  When Rehoboam became king, a man named Jeroboam, gathered the people together and 
asked Rehoboam to be easier on the people and not make them work too hard like Solomon 
had done. The elders of  the court advised Rehoboam that, if  he did this, the people would 
love him and follow him. 

• Rehoboam ignored this good advice and listened to his young friends instead. They told him 
to make the people work harder and to treat them more like slaves. Because of  this, the 
people rebelled and the kingdom divided into two parts. 

• Rehoboam was king of  the smaller part- called Judah. Jeroboam became king of  the larger 
part- called Israel.



• It only took a few years after the death of  Solomon 
(I Kings 11:43) for the Jewish kingdom to divide and 
become two irrevocably separate kingdoms. 

• The ten northern tribes made their own government 
and were called Israel with their capital the city of  
Samaria. 

• The two southern tribes, Judah and Benjamin, remained 
loyal to the House of  David centered in Jerusalem. They 
became known and the kingdom of  Judea (from whence 
the word “Jew” was eventually derived).

• This division continued for approximately160 years until 
the Assyrians defeated the kingdom of  Israel, sending it 
into exile. That left only the kingdom of  Judea, which 
itself  existed just another 160 years until the 
Babylonians conquered them and drove them into exile.



Northern Kingdom - Israel

• The northern kingdom continued to be called Israel. 
Jeroboam took the northern half  and kept the name 
Israel. 

• The ten tribes, united to form the Kingdom of  Israel, 
persisted in complete apostasy from God, and idol 
worship became the national religion. Israel never had 
a good king in its 200 years as a nation.

• The northern kingdom was occupied by 19 kings 
before the land fell to Assyria. During Israel’s 209 
years, there were 9 dynasties and 19 kings – not one 
of  whom was dedicated to serving the Lord.

• The northern kingdom was conquered by 
the Assyrians in 722 B.C. There was no 
return from this captivity—it was 
permanent.

• Prophets to Northern Kingdom: Elijah, 
Elisha, Amos and Hosea



Southern Kingdom - Judah

• The southern kingdom, called Judah, included 
the city of  Jerusalem and the Temple. 
Rehoboam took the southern half  of  the 
country and called it “Judah”.

• Each claimed to be God’s chosen king. The two 
often war with each other. Each of  these 
kingdoms had its own temple and king.

The southern kingdom, known as Judah, lasted 
for more than a century after the fall of  Israel. 
It occupied less territory than the northern 
kingdom and, for the most part, led a more 
peaceful existence. 

• All of  the kings of  Judah were direct descendants in the 
line of  David, which was of  particular significance 
because it was believed that some day the Messiah would 
come from this line and that under the Messiah’s 
leadership the full realization of  the divine purpose in the 
history of  the Hebrew people would be realized.

• The southern kingdom was conquered by the 
Babylonians in 586 B.C. for 70 years.  They eventually 
returned to Jerusalem.

• During the decline of  the southern kingdom, many of  the 
great prophets delivered their messages, including Isaiah, 
Micah, Zephaniah, Jeremiah, and Habakkuk.



The Assyrian Exile
734-724 BC

• The Assyrian captivity (or Assyrian exile) is the period in 
Jewish history during which a number of  Israelites of  the 
Northern Kingdom of  Israel were captives in Assyria, after 
deportation to upper Mesopotamia, today modern Syria and 
Iraq.

• The Northern Kingdom of  Israel was the first of  the two 
kingdoms (Israel and Judah) to fall, when it was conquered by 
the Assyrian monarchs, Tiglath-Pileser III (Pul) and 
Shalmaneser V. 

• The later Assyrian kings Sargon II and his son and successor, 
Sennacherib, finished the demise of  Israel's northern ten-tribe 
kingdom. In 724 BC, nearly ten years after the initial 
deportations, the capital city of  the Northern Kingdom of  
Israel, Samaria, was finally taken by Sargon II. The Assyrians 
brought Gentiles to live in the land of  Israel and fill it.  They 
are considered the lost tribes of  Israel.

An ancient picture of the Assyrian captivity of Israel 



The Babylonian Exile
586 to 538 BC

• Babylonian Captivity, also called Babylonian Exile, 
the forced detention of Jews in Babylonia following the 
latter’s conquest of  the kingdom of Judah.  

•  The captivity formally ended in 538 BCE, when the 
Persian conqueror of  Babylonia, Cyrus the Great, gave 
the Jews permission to return to Palestine.

•  Historians agree that several deportations took place 
(each the result of  uprisings in Palestine), that not all Jews 
were forced to leave their homeland, that returning Jews 
left Babylonia at various times, and that some Jews chose 
to remain in Babylonia—thus constituting the first of  
numerous Jewish communities living permanently in the  
Diaspora.

• Diaspora = the dispersion of  the Jews among the 
Gentiles after the Babylonian Exile.



Return to the Promised Land (538-167 BC)
Books of  Ezra and Nehemiah

• PART ONE: Cyrus was the founder of  the Persian 
Empire. After conquering Babylon, he freed the 
Jews to return to their land. 

• Some returned immediately (Zerubbabel’s group in 
about 538 BC) & others returned later. 

• Still others, like Daniel, remained in Babylon the 
rest of  their lives. 

• Seventy years passed between the time the temple 
was destroyed and Zerubbabel’s return. This was 
just as Jeremiah had prophesied (Jeremiah 25:8-11).



Ezra: Scribe & Priest

• Ezra was a well-respected teacher of  the Law. It is 
a real demonstration of  God’s power that Ezra was 
commissioned to go to Jerusalem to teach and help 
re-establish God’s laws.

•  Ezra had acquired the art of  writing, and so was 
known as a “ready scribe” of  God’s law (Ezra 7:6, 
11, 21). 

• He was also a devout and consecrated priest. Even 
though he had been born in Babylonia, he wanted 
to serve in the Lord’s temple in Jerusalem. 

• Ezra’s goal was to take God’s Word to the 
people of  Israel. When he arrived, he began 
a careful clean up of  the sin that had invaded 
the lives of  the Jews. 



The Book of  Esther
486-465 BC

• Esther becomes queen - 1:1-2:18.

• Haman plots to kill the Jews - Esther 2:19 - 3:15.

• Esther and Mordecai take action - Esther 4:1 - 
5:14.

• Mordecai is honored; Haman is executed - Esther 
6:1 - 7:10.

• The Jewish people are rescued and delivered - 
Esther 8:1 - 9:19.

• The Feast of  Lots is instituted - Esther 9:30-32.

• Mordecai and King Xerxes are revered - Esther 
9:30-32.

Esther is a short story of  a Jewish girl still living in exile 
who is chosen by King Ahasuerus to be his wife.           

God leads her to use her position to save the Jews.  


