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Last Class on Hebrew Scriptures

•The Canon of  the Bible

•Why Catholic Bibles are bigger?

•Apocrypha – Book of  Judith

• Palestine vs. Israel as the Name of  the Holy Land

•Enoch in the Bible



The Canon of  the Bible

• Canon = the books that are divinely 
inspired in the Bible

• Process first conducted by Jewish 
rabbis and scholars and later by Early 
Christians.

• A book of  Scripture belonged in the 
canon from the moment God inspired 
its writing.



Canon of  Hebrew Scriptures

• Hebrew believers recognized God’s 
messengers and accepted their 
writings as inspired by God.

• By 250 AD there was early 
universal agreement on the canon 
of  the Hebrew Scriptures.

• The only issue that remained was 
the Apocrypha, with some debate 
and discussion continuing today.

• The vast majority of  Hebrew 
scholars considered the Apocrypha 
to be good historical and religious 
documents, but not on the same 
level as Hebrew Scriptures.



Books of  the Old Testament – Catholic Canon



Canon on the New Testament

• The Festal Letter of  Athanasius from 
367 AD contains the earliest known 
list of  all 27 New Testament books, 
and only those books. But it is far 
from being the earliest canonical list.



Canon of  the New Testament

• St. Origen of  Alexandria, writing over a 
century earlier around 250 AD in his typical 
metaphorical style, compared the apostles 
to priests blowing trumpets around Jericho 
to herald the Gospel. 

• In the course of  his fanciful description, he 
appears to cite all 27 books of  the New 
Testament, with the possible exception of  
Revelation.



Canon of  the New Testament

• The first “canon” was the Muratorian 
Fragment included all the NT Books except 
Hebrews, James, 1 and 2 Peter, and 3 John

• Original document was probably written in 
Greek around 180 AD

• The early Church practiced discernment in 
recognizing which books carried with them 
apostolic authority.  They did not immediately 
accept any book or letter that claimed to be 
associated with an apostle.



Canon of  the New Testament

• Even earlier witnesses to the authority 
and canonicity of  the Gospels include 
Papias (c. 125 AD) a disciple of  John; 
Justin Martyr (c. 150 AD) who wrote of  
the Gospels “drawn up by [Jesus’] 
apostles (Matthew, John) and those who 
followed them (Mark, Luke)”; and his 
pupil Tatian’s Diatessaron (c. 170 AD), one 
of  the earliest harmonies of  the four 
Gospels.



What criteria did the early church use to recognize whether a book 
was inspired by God, and therefore part of  the canon of  Scripture? 

• Apostolic Authorship:  to 
qualify as Scripture a document 
was  written by an apostle or a 
close associate who received his 
teaching directly from an apostle.

• Universal Reception: an 
overwhelming majority of  the 
Church (consensus) came to 
recognize a book as Scripture.

• Divine Attributes: high moral 
and spiritual values that reflected a 
work of  the Holy Spirit.



Canon of  the New Testament
Myth versus Fact

• Contrary to the urban myth promoted in 
popular novels and on the Internet, the New 
Testament canon wasn’t decided at the 
Council of  Nicea in 325 AD by politically 
driven church leaders in collusion with the 
Emperor Constantine. 

• In fact neither the Council of  Nicea, nor the 
Emperor Constantine, nor any other church 
council, had anything to do with the creation 
of  the New Testament.



“The shape of  our New Testament canon was not determined 
by a vote or by a council, but by a broad and ancient 

consensus. . . . This historical reality is a good reminder that the 
canon is not just a man-made construct. It was not the result of  

a power play brokered by rich cultural elites in some 
smoke-filled room. It was the result of  many years of  God’s 

people reading, using and responding to these books.”

Michael Kruger, a New Testament scholar specializing in the formation of the NT canon and the early church.





The Apocryphal Books
Seven books of  the Bible, all in the Old Testament, are accepted by Roman 
Catholics and Eastern Orthodox, but are not accepted by Jews or Protestants. 

1 and 2 Maccabees 
Judith
Tobit 

Baruch
Sirach

Wisdom 
 



The Book of  Judith

• The Book opens with the march of  
the mighty Assyrian army against 
Jerusalem.

• To block the advance, the citizens 
of  the small town of  Bethulia are 
asked by the high priest to resist the 
army’s movement.

• When they are at a point of  
surrender, a childless widow named 
Judith steps forward.

• Putting all her trust in God she 
bravely delivers her nation from 
certain defeat.



The Name Judith

• The name Judith simply means 
“Jewish woman,” which stands for all 
Jewish women of  the past who who 
have served God through their faith, 
courage, and decisive action.

• Because of  its many historical errors, 
the Book of  Judith is clearly a 
fictional work with remarkable 
storytelling flair.

• The author underlines one of  the 
major elements of  Hebrew Faith: “O 
Lord, you are great and glorious, 
wonderful in strength, invincible” 
(16:13).

• This was the kind of  faith that the 
underdog people of  God needed as 
they faced the growing might of  the 
Roman Empire.



The Story of  Judith

• The story of  Judith must have 
presented a challenge to the 
male-dominated world of  Israelites.

• As a childless widow, Judith would 
have little social standing. Yet, 
succeeds where the king, the priests, 
and the leaders of  the city fail.



Why Catholic Bibles are bigger?

•Gary Michuta is an expert on the canon 
of  Scripture, especially in regards to the 
Deutero-canonical books, what the 
Protestants call the Apocrypha.



Why Protestants reject the Deutero-canonical Books?

• When Martin Luther was cornered in a 
debate over Purgatory, his opponent, 
Jonathan Eck, cited 2 Maccabees against 
Luther’s position.

• Luther was forced to say that Second 
Maccabees could not be allowed in the 
debate because it wasn’t canonical.

• Later in the debate he appealed to St. 
Jerome for rejecting Maccabees.



Why did St. Jerome reject the Apocrypha Books?

• Jerome thought that a Hebrew 
manuscript tradition—known as the 
Masoretic text, was identical to the 
inspired originals and all other copies 
were made from this text.

• Since the Deuteros were not part of  
the MT, he rejected them as not 
being of  the canonical Scripture.



St. Jerome: “Hebrew Truth”

• What Jerome could not have known 
was that there were many different 
Hebrew manuscripts in circulation 
during the first century and that the 
Greek Septuagint, a translation made 
by the Jews around 200 BC appears 
to be a very literal translation of  a 
more ancient text tradition that is 
now lost.

• This means that Jerome’s idea of  
“Hebrew truth” (only that 
which is found in the Hebrew 
MT is true) has been 
demonstrated to be an error.



Palestine vs. Israel 
as the Name of  the Holy Land

• Palestine = translation of  the Hebrew word 
“Pelesheth”

• The term is never used to refer to the whole 
land occupied by Israel.

• Philistia: the way of  the Philistines or Palestine 
= southwestern coastal area

• Canaan = the central highlands



Both the Caananites and the Philistines had disappeared as distinct peoples 
at least by the time of  the Babylonian Captivity of  Judea (586 BC), and they no longer exist.

Abraham Journeying into the Land of Canaan. 
Drawing by Gustave Dore, published in an 1885 Bible. 

David’s fight with the 
Philistine, Goliath

(1 Samuel 17)



History of  the Term Palestine

• In the New Testament, the term 
Palestine is never used.  The term 
Israel is primarily used to refer to the 
people of  Israel, rather than the land.

• There are two passages where Israel 
is used to refer to the land:

• The first is when Joseph, Mary and 
Jesus returned from Egypt into the 
Land of  Israel (Matt 2: 20-21)

• The second has a reference to the 
proclamation of  the Gospel 
throughout the Land of  Israel. (Matt 10:23)



History of  the Term Palestine

• Before 135 AD, the Romans used the 
terms Judea and Galilee to refer to the 
Land of  Israel.

• When Titus destroyed Jerusalem in 70 
AD, the Roman government struck a 
coin with the phrase “Judea Capta” 
meaning Judea had been captured.

• When the Romans crushed the 
second Jewish revolt against Rome in 
135 AD, Emperor Hadrian applied 
the term Palestine to the Land of  
Israel.

• Hadrian changed the name of  
Jerusalem to Aelia Capitalina and 
changed the name Israel and Judea to 
Palestine.



Why did Hadrian used the term Palestine?

• He took the name of  the ancient 
enemies of  Israel, the Philistines, 
Latinized it to Palestine, and applied 
it to the Land of  Israel.

• He hoped to erase the name of  
Israel from all memory.

• The original Philistines were not 
Middle Eastern at all.  They were 
Europeans from the Adriatic sea 
next to Greece.

• The original “Palestinians” had 
nothing to do with any Arabs.



Christian Adoption of  the Term Palestine

• The Church historian Eusebius wrote as 
the persecution of  Christians was ending 
and Emperor Constantine began to accept 
Christianity as legal.

• Eusebius did not accept Hadrian’s 
designation of  Jerusalem as Aelia 
Capitalina, but he did use Hadrian’s term 
Palestine.

• Eusebius considered himself  one of  the 
bishops of  Palestine.

• The name Palestine was assimilated into 
the Church’s vocabulary as the Byzantine 
Empire was being established.

• The term Palestine gradually was used in 
literature and in maps to refer to the Land 
of  Israel. 

• Those who lived in the land were called 
Palestinians whether they were Jews, 
Arabs, or Europeans. 



Brief  History

• The name Palestine became common 
in Early Modern English. It was used, 
for example, by the Crusaders in the 
Middle Ages. According to Bernard 
Lewis, Europeans' reference to the 
Holy Land as “Palestine” gained 
greater currency beginning with the 
Renaissance.

• Under the Ottoman Empire 
(1517-1917), the term “Palestine” was 
used as a general term to describe the 
land south of  Syria, it was not an 
official designation. Many Ottomans 
and Arabs who lived in Palestine 
during this period referred to the area 
as Southern Syria, not Palestine.



Israel’s Independence

• Leading up to Israel’s Independence in 1948, it was common for the 
international press to label Jews, not Arabs, living in the mandate as 
Palestinians. According to Zachary Foster, the first use of  the 
word “Palestinian” to describe Palestine’s Arabic speakers was by Khalil 
Baydas in 1898.  Farid Georges Kassab, a Beruit based Orthodox Christian, 
“noted in passing” in his 1909 book, Palestine, Hellenism, and Clericalism that 
“‘the Orthodox Palestinian Ottomans call themselves Arabs, and are in fact 
Arabs,’ despite describing the Arabic speakers of  Palestine as Palestinians 
throughout the rest of  the book.”



The Six Day War of  1967

• Before the Six Day War in 1967, when 
Jordan controlled the West Bank and Egypt 
ruled in Gaza, there was never any 
suggestion on the part of  the "Palestinians" 
that they wanted independence in their 
ancestral homeland. The reason was that 
the "Palestinian" nation hadn't been 
invented yet.



Palestinian Liberation 
Organization

• We first hear of  Arabs referred to as "Palestinians" when Egypt’s President 
Nasser, with help from the Russian KGB, established the "Palestine 
Liberation Organization" in 1964. It was only during the 1970s that the newly 
minted “Palestinians” began to promote their narrative through murder and 
assassination. The Arabs have justified their attacks as acts of  the indigenous 
people struggling for national liberation.





Enoch in the Bible

• Enoch in the Bible holds a rare distinction in the 
human story: he did not die. Instead, God "took 
him away." Although the Scriptures do not reveal a 
whole lot about this remarkable man, we find 
Enoch's story in Genesis 5.

By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death: 
"He could not be found, because God had taken him away." For before he 
was taken, he was commended as one who pleased God. Hebrews 11:5

God took Enoch. 
High resolution photograph of a rare original engraving published in 1728. 



What do we know about Enoch?

• Born seven generations from Adam (contemporary 
w/ Lamech of  Cain line)

• Son of  Jared (Genesis 5: 18)

• Children: Methuselah and unnamed sons and 
daughters (Genesis 5: 22-23)

• He was a preacher of  righteousness and a prophet 
(Jude 14 & 15).

• Noah was his great grandson

• Lived in the Ancient Fertile Crescent              
(tradition not in Scripture) 

• He lived for 365 Years (Genesis 5: 23)



Enoch walked with God

• Only a short sentence, "Enoch walked 
faithfully with God," in Genesis 5:22 and 
repeated in Genesis 5:24 reveals why he was 
so special to his Creator. 

• In this wicked period before the flood 
most men did not walk faithfully with 
God. They walked their own path, the 
crooked way of  sin.

•Enoch did not keep silent about the sin 
around him. Jude says Enoch prophesied 
about those evil people:

"See, the Lord is coming with thousands upon 
thousands of  his holy ones to judge everyone, 
and to convict all of  them of  all the ungodly 

acts they have committed in their ungodliness, 
and of  all the defiant words ungodly sinners 

have spoken against him." (Jude 1:14-15)



What happened to 
Enoch?

•The Bible gives few details, other than to say:
"...then he was no more, because God took him away." 
(Genesis 5:24)

•Such terminology is not typical of  the Bible and implies 
that Enoch did not die a natural, physical death. He was 
taken up by God so that he was no longer present on 
earth. 

• Only one other person in Scripture was honored this 
way: the prophet Elijah. God took that faithful 
servant to heaven in a whirlwind (2 Kings 2: 11)




