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What We Do Not Know

• Who was Mark?  

• Associated with Peter and Rome?  

• The friend of Barnabas?

• An Anonymous Author named “Mark?”

• Uncertain location of composition:  Rome? Syria? Galilee?



Date and Historical Circumstances

• Some knowledge or even experience of the first Jewish war with 
Rome (66-74 A.D.) and references to the imminent or recent 
destruction of the Temple.

• Gospel written shortly before or after 70 A.D.
• Turmoil in the Roman Empire in the wake of Nero’s persecution of Christians 

in Rome
• Violence of the Roman-Judean war



The Gospel addresses

• a community struggling with the costliness of allegiance to Jesus and 
his “Gospel of God” (1:14)

• A community suffering or fearful of suffering persecution along with 
its attendant trials and tribulations

• Struggles within the community over the betrayal and apostasy 
resulting from persecution

• The need for forgiveness and reconciliation in the aftermath



• Emphasis on the Passion and Death of Jesus

• The Cross looming large in the Passion narrative casting a long 
shadow over all that proceeds

• The pivotal central section of the Gospel dominated by three portents 
of Jesus’ suffering, death and resurrection, (8:31-33; 9:30-31; 
10:32-34)

• Followed by prophecies of the persecution of his disciples, (8:34-38; 
9:42-48; 10:17-31, 38-39)

• The dramatic climax where the disciples embody the above realities 
as Judas betrays Jesus , Peter denies Him, and all abandon Him at the 
arrest



If Jesus, God’s messiah and son, inaugurated the reign of God, 

• Why the fierce opposition that now threatens the community of faith 
at this time?

• How long must they endure the threat?

• Mark tells a story, a biography of sorts, closely resembling biblical 
narrative featuring the God of Israel, the prophets, and references to 
ancestral figures, that sets the story of Jesus in connection to the 
story of God’s relationship with ancient Israel.

• Mark writes a narrative of end-time events as prophesied by Isaiah.



Shortest of all New Testament 
Gospels . . .

•Mark        –   678 verses 
•Matthew – 1071 verses
•Luke         – 1151 verses
•John         –   879 verses

. . . and the most action-packed 
gospel.
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•Likely the First to have been 
written.

•Yet it often tells of Jesus’ ministry in 
more detail than either Matthew or 
Luke. 

•for example, the miracle stories 
at Mk 5:1-20 or Mk 9:14-29.
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Mark 5:1-20

• Matthew 8:28-34 
leaves out much of 
the detail in the story 
about the Geresene 
Demoniac . . .
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• . . . only 7 verses to Mark’s 20.



The Healing of the Boy with a Spirit:  Mark 9:14-29
• Mark devotes 16 verses, 
• Matthew 17:14-21, 8 verses and Luke 9:37-43a, 7 verses
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One of the 3 Synoptic Gospels

• Most writers agree that 
Mark was the first person 
to write a Gospel. 

• Both Matthew and Luke 
seem to use it. 

• Mark perhaps completed it 
in the year 65, soon after 
Peter’s death.
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. . . and most action-packed gospel.
It recounts what Jesus did in a 
vivid style, where one 
incident follows directly upon 
another. 

In this almost breathless 
narrative, Mark stresses Jesus’ 
message about the kingdom 
of God now breaking into 
human life as good news.  (Mk 
1:14-15) 
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Audience seems to have been Gentile, 
unfamiliar with Jewish customs:

(For the Pharisees and, in fact, all Jews, do not eat without 
carefully washing their hands, keeping the tradition of the 
elders.  And on coming from the marketplace they do not eat 
without purifying themselves. And there are many other things 
that they have traditionally observed, the purification of cups 
and jugs and kettles [and beds]).  (7:4-5) 

“If a person says to father or mother:  ‘Any support you might 

have had from me is qorban (meaning dedicated to God), 
you allow him to do nothing more for his father or mother . . .” 
(7:11)
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Aimed to equip Christians to stand faithful in 
the face of persecution
“They will hand you over to the courts.  You will be beaten in 
synagogues.  You will be arraigned before governors and kings because 
of me . . . But the gospel must be preached to all nations . . . When they 
lead you away and hand you over, do not worry beforehand about what 
you are to say . . . For it will not be you who are speaking but the Holy 
Spirit . You will be hated by all because of my name . . . the one who 
perseveres to the end will be saved.  (13:9-13)
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The Structure of Mark's Gospel.

The Introduction; (Mark 1:1-13):  Preparation for 
the Public Ministry of Jesus,

The Ministry in and around Galilee; (Mark 1:14 to 
8:26) The Mystery of Jesus

The Mystery  Begins to be Revealed (Mark 
8:27-9:32)
The Full Revelation of the Mystery (Mark 
9:33-16;8)
The Resurrection; (Mark 16:9-20)
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Jesus, the Son of God

• Mark emphasizes how the crowds and the disciples were 
very often astonished at Jesus’ actions. 

• Jesus made the storm on the lake become calm (4:41). 
• They were filled with great awe and said to one another, “Who 

then is this whom even wind and sea obey?”

• Evil spirits recognized who Jesus was.   
• And whenever unclean spirits saw him they would fall down 

before him and shout, “You are the Son of God.”

•  The Geraesene Demoniac:  
• Catching sight of Jesus from a distance, he ran up and 

prostrated himself before him crying out in a loud voice, “What 
have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God?  I 
abjure you by God, do not torment me?”
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Jesus was Human

At the same time, Mark shows that Jesus was 
really human. 

•Is he not the carpenter, the son of Mary . . .(6:3). 

He became tired and he fell asleep
•Jesus was in the stern, asleep on a cushion. 
(4:38). 

He had human feelings. 
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Pity (1:44)

2/16/23 20



Anger and Grief (3:5) 
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Compassion (6:34)
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Distressed, Troubled, Sorrowful
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Details only in Mark’s Gospel

• They give us the idea that someone had been an 
eye-witness. 

• In the account of the storm on the lake, ‘there were other 
boats with him’. Jesus was ‘in the back of the boat with 
his head on a cushion’ (4:35, 38). 

• The groups of people were sitting on the ‘green’ grass 
(6:39). 

• On the road to Jerusalem, Jesus was walking ‘ahead of 
them’ (10:32). 

• Jesus ‘took the children into his arms’ (10:16). 

• The blind man ‘threw off his coat’ (10:50).
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Mark records some of the 
actual Aramaic words 
that Jesus used

• He gave James and John 
the name ‘Boanerges’ 
(3:17). 
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He raised Jairus’s daughter with the words ‘Talitha cumi’ (5:41). 
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He said ‘Ephphatha’ to the deaf man (7:34). 
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• The cry from the cross was in Aramaic (15:34).  Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?
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•Mark shows how the crowds, the 
disciples and Jesus’ own family did 
not understand Jesus. 

•The religious leaders opposed him. 

•Most people had the wrong idea 
about what the Messiah should be 
like.
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•Christians were suffering 
for their faith when Mark 
wrote. 

•He showed them that 
Jesus suffered. 
❖He suffered in the plan of 

God. 
❖He made the Scriptures 

(Old Testament) come true.
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Mark uses the word ‘immediately’  
(‘straightway’) very many times.

• He wants to emphasize the power of 
Jesus, whose command always 
brought a quick result (1:20, 42; 2:12; 
5:42). 
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Moved with compassion, Jesus reached out His hand 
and touched the man. “I am willing,” He said, “Be 
clean.” Immediately the leprosy left him and he was 
cleansed.   (Mark 1:41-42)
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•It is also as if he (Mark) is anxious to reach the 
end of the story. 

•He cannot wait to tell everyone about the death 
and resurrection of Jesus. 

•Mark knew that these two events were ‘good 
news’ for everyone. 
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Unique details of Mark’s 
Passion Narrative



The Anointing of expensive perfume by an unknown 
woman at Bethany (14:3-9) two days before Passover.

Jesus praises her, her 
unreasonable act will be 
remembered.

The Passion is a total gift 
of Christ, an 
unreasonable act of self 
gift.



The singing after the Institution of the Eucharist 
on the way to the Garden (14:26).

•Singing is appropriate, 
acknowledges that an act 
of total love is the 
passage to the fullness of 
life.

•At Mass (the 
remembrance of that 
terrible night) we sing, 
we come to life. 



The young man covered with a white cloth who 
runs away and loses it (14:51-52).

At Jesus arrest 
the young 
baptized man 
flees from 
following Jesus 
and loses his 
faith.

So did some of 
his later disciples 
during 
persecution of 
the Church.



The tearing of the curtain in the Temple shielding the 
Holy of Holies from the public at the death of Jesus 
(15:38).

The intensive presence of God is 
available to all humanity at the 
death of Jesus.

Everyone has access to the Holy 
of Holies, bringing about 
communion between God and 
humanity.


