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Mass & Confession Schedule
Masses are by registration 
only
Click here to select Masses

Confession at Oak St. Church:
Monday - 5:00 - 6:00 pm
Saturday - 8:00 - 9:00 & 3:00 -4:00 pm

PARISH Locations

Little Christopher Resale Shoppe:
469 Lake St., Crystal Lake, IL
815-459-9442
Tues. 10:00 am - 1:00 pm, Th. 10:00 am - 3:00 pm,
Donations accepted Mon. 9:00 - 11:00 am, 
Tues. 10:00 am - 1:00 pm, Th. 10:00 - 3:00 pm

Crystal Lake Food Pantry:
42 East St., Crystal Lake, IL
815-455-0961
M, W, F - 10:00 am-2:00 pm
Th - 5:00 - 7:00 pm
Sat. - 9:00 am - Noon

Religious Education:    (815) 455-9787
Charlotte Kolodzik, Director
Christina Benkert, Secretary
Renee Lyons, Coordinator

Receptionists:   Ext: 406
Val DeLance, Renee Lyons,
Kris Noonan, Nancy Leibforth

PARISH LOCATIONS

PARISH CENTER HOURS: M-Th 9-5 Fr 9-Noon

PARISH RESOURCES

Parish Staff 
Hispanic Ministry:                   (815) 356-0860
Reverend William Tunarosa, Parochial Vicar
Marissa Lopez, Hispanic Ministry Secretary
Jose Guimaray -jguimaray@stthomascl.church

Administrative Services: (815) 455-5400 
 Donna Kothera, Parish Secretary- Ext. 400
Patricia Roatch, Financial Secretary-Ext. 413
Melinda Popp, Financial Assistant/Bulletin Editor 
-Ext. 405

St. Thomas Outreach:
469 Lake St., Crystal 
Lake, IL
815-455-1249
W, Sat. - 9:00-11:00 
Am

Music & Liturgy:
Meg Struttman, Administrative Assistant-Ext. 417

Young Adult & Youth Ministry:    (815) 455-9037
Anna Roche, High School Youth Minister
Maureen Sullivan, Secretary

Parish Office:
272 King St.

Crystal Lake, IL
60014

815-455-5400

Oak St Church:
451 W Terra 

Cotta Ave.
Crystal Lake, IL

60014

Pre-School:
454 Lake St.

Crystal 
Lake,IL
60014

School:
265 King St.

Crystal Lake, IL
60014

815-459-0496

Pierson St 
Church

453 Pierson St.
Crystal Lake, IL

60014

Marion Central 
High School

Woodstock, IL
www.Marian.com
815-338-4220

St. Thomas School   (815) 459-0496
Gina Houston, Principal
Gina Ruffalo, Vice Principal
Michelle Boppart, Director of Development

St. Thomas Little Saints Preschool
Jennifer Gallien, Director

http://www.stthomascl.church/attendmass


My Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

        May Christ guide and strengthen you this week!

        Have you ever played the “if I had a time machine” game? Where would you 
go?  I have a small list, but one of them is this.  A new king was crowned.  King John VI 
of Portugal took off his crown and placed it on a nearby statue of Mary.  “Behold the 
true Monarch of this Kingdom!” he said, and did his best to rule accordingly. 

We’ve talked about Catholic culture.  Also called the “Civilization of Love” by St. John Paul II 
(Wojtyla), and (my personal favorite) the “Social Kingship of Christ” by Pope Pius XI (Ratti).  It describes a 
state where supreme political authority is subordinate to Christ.  Who has supreme political authority in our 
beloved country? Not the President, not the Speaker of the House, not the Supreme Court, none of them.  
The electorate, the voters and taxpayers, you and I are all kings of this country. The politicians work for us, 
and we decide who works and how they work.  What a gift to live in this country of ours!

        The Civilization of Love is at one end, the best end, of a spectrum.  While we move things in THAT 
direction, we must always be aware of the other direction. To be honest, in our world today, it is hard not to 
be.  What is at the other end? This, too, goes by different names. The Catechism calls it “Structures of Sin.” 
St. John Paul II called it the Culture of Death, while Pope Francis calls it the Throwaway Culture.  It’s a world 
where sin is easier than virtue.

        A couple examples.  There is a story that seems to anger people of all political persuasions.  So, 
growing up, my mother worked for Marriott Hotels.  An employee of the hotel, the friendly, hardworking 
lady that always made omelettes for the guests’ breakfasts, was a single mother with four children.  The 
civil welfare agency paid for her to have a babysitter.  They later took the babysitter away from her… when 
they found out she had a job.  A hardworking woman, in genuine need of a little bit of help, denied. Structure 
of Sin. 

        Another example. A friend from a wealthy town on the east coast once told me that Planned 
Parenthood tried to open a branch in his hometown.  The people protested but paid for one in the NEXT 
town, which was poorer….  My friend asked, do richer babies deserve to be born more than poorer ones? Or 
do richer people need to be able to bring their daughters to the next town over, so they don’t have to be 
reminded once they do the deed? 

        Finally, why does our beloved McHenry County have the highest suicide rate in the entire State of 
Illinois? Another communal sin.  As I’ve said before, not a day goes by where the words “I love my life!” 
don’t just randomly pop out of my head.  How sad that so many people, even in our County, can’t think that.  

        You are the King of this country.  What can you do to move us, just a little, from one end of the 
spectrum, to the other? Thanks for doing that!  Know that I remain

 

Yours in the Heart of Christ,

Fr. Evans

 

PASTOR'S CORNER



October 13, 2020

 

Top Three Revisions/Guidelines Issued by Bishop David Malloy

to be implemented in our Parish in the next few weeks

        
o   Parishioners have the option of receiving Holy Communion on 
the tongue.We ask that they sit in the middle pew section in 
front of the presider’s chair.  

 
o   Priests/Deacons are to wear their masks during most of the 
Mass.

 
o   Priests/Deacons/Lectors  are allowed to take their masks off 
while proclaiming the Word of God.
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Celebrants:  October 19-October 23, 2020:
10/19 - 7:00 am - Fr. Simon, Noon - Fr. Simon
10/20 - 7:00 am - Fr. Fitzpatrick, Noon -Fr. Simon
10/21 - 7:00 am - Fr. Fitzpatrick, Noon - Fr. Simon
10/22 -7:00 am - Fr. Simon, Noon - Fr. Fitzpatrick
10/23 - 7:00 am - Fr. Fitzpatrick, Noon-Fr. Fitzpatrick

Sunday Masses: October 24-25, 2020
4:30 pm: Fr. Fitzpatrick-Lector: Clare Ossman
7:30 am: Fr. Fitzpatrick-Lector: John Streit
9:00 am: Fr. Evans-Lector: Greg Ives
10:30 am: Fr.Evans-Lector:Mike Jasinski
Noon: Fr. Simon-Lector: Laura Buthod
5:30 pm: Fr. Simon-Lector: Cindy Milone
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Weekly Readings:  October 19-October 25
Monday: Eph 2:1-10/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4ab, 4c-5 
[3b]/Lk 12:13-21
Tuesday: Eph 2:12-22/Ps 85:9ab-10, 11-12, 13-14 
[cf. 9]/Lk 12:35-38
Wednesday: Eph 3:2-12/Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 [cf. 
3]/Lk 12:39-48
Thursday: Eph 3:14-21/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 11-12, 
18-19 [5b]/Lk 12:49-53
Friday: Eph 4:1-6/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 [cf. 6]/Lk 
12:54-59
Saturday: Eph 4:7-16/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5 
[1]/Lk 13:1-9
Next Sunday: Ex 22:20-26/Ps 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51 
[2]/1 Thes 1:5c-10/Mt 22:34-40

Readings of the Week

Candles
Adoration

INTENTIONS
Oct 11- Oct 25

Wolff Family  
 Kelcius Family

Ponsaran Family
Notaro Family

Weekend Collection

October 11, 2020:
Oak St. Church - $29,812.18
Pierson St. Church - $1,466.00

Diocesan Stewardship Goal:

Our Pledges:

# of families in the Parish:

# of Donors:

% Participation:

$236,660.00

$ 61,359.000

116

2,937
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www.stthomascl.flocknote.com

ST. THOMAS MASS  “LIVE” Catholics in the 
Rockford Diocese are still dispensed from 
attending weekend Mass. However, every 
Saturday at 4:30 pM, St. Thomas is 
livestreaming Mass from the church. Join Fr. 
Evans, Fr. Simon, or Fr. Fitzpatrick at that 
time, or via You-Tube at your convenience. 

Please pray for the sick:               
Maryellen  Coens
Tawan Niemann

Bill Blake

Please Pray for the Deceased
Luis Mario Lopez   

https://www.youtube.com/user/SaintThomasChurchCL


Monday, October 19; St. John de Brebuef
7:00  +Souls of the Faithful Departed
Noon Dori Ponsaran, Special Intention

Saturday, October 24; St Anthony Mary 
Claret
4:30   +Deacon Ralph Statter
           +Trudy Schuch

Sunday, October 25
7:30  The People of St. Thomas Parish, 
Living & Deceased
9:00  +Norma McPherron
10:30 +Rosalie Wiggs
Noon +Dennis Van Mieghem
5:30  +Fr. Perfecto Vasquez
           +Nicolas Adup

Mass Intention for the Week

The revered pope was baptized on June 
20, 1920, in the Chapel of the Holy 
Family of the Basilica of the 
Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
in Wadowice, southern Poland.

When he returned to the basilica in 
1999, Pope John Paul II said: “With 
profound veneration I ... embrace the 
threshold of the house of God, the parish 
church of Wadowice, and in it the 
baptistery, in which I was joined to 
Christ and received into the community 
of his Church.”

Donate
Want to avoid the cost of checks & stamps and make 
budgeting easier? Click Here to download the EFT form for 
automatic deduction or On-Line at Give Central click Here 
for Credit Card Use
 

Weekly Donations can be 
mailed or dropped off at the 
parish Center

Thank you for your generosity to our Lord and to 
our Parish, both monetarily and prayerfully.

Tuesday, October 20; St. Paul of the Cross
7:00  +Sydney & Magdalene Kamysz
Noon +Monnie Fues

Wednesday, October 21
7:00 +Mr. & Mrs. Francis J. Barciak, Sr. 
Noon +Dorothy Waldman

Thursday, October 22, St. John Paul II
7:00 +Souls of the Faithful Departed
Noon +Anton Mlinarich
           +Joan Robaczewski
Chester Robaczewski, Special Intention
Friday, October 23; St. John of 
Capistrano
7:00  +Kevin Leick
Noon  +Jesus Ibarra Avila
            +David Fues
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http://w2.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/homilies/1999/documents/hf_jp-ii_hom_19990616_wadowice.html
https://www.saintthomascatholicchurch.org/uploads/3/7/9/0/3790900/eft_church_1_9_2020.pdf
https://www.givecentral.org/
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Have you felt called to serve the Church as a Deacon? 
The Rockford Diocese will be accepting applications to 

the Permanent Diaconate Formation Program 
beginning in 2021. Men who are interested in becoming 

a Deacon will need to attend one of our informational 
meetings (held online this year due to COVID 

restrictions). Meeting dates are October 24, November 
21 and December 12 from 10:00AM-12:00PM. Married 

men should attend with their wives. To register for one 
of the meetings, or for more information, please 

contact Fr. Ken Wasilewski or Dorothea Barger at the 
Permanent Diaconate Office via 

email(kwasilewski@rockforddiocese.org  
dbarger@rockforddiocese.org) or by phone 

(815-399-4300).

MASS VOLUNTEERS

We still need help at our Saturday afternoon and Sunday Masses (Saturday 4:30 pm; Sunday 7:30 am, 9:00 
am, 10:30 am, 12:00 pm and 5:30 pm).    With several Masses seeing an increase in attendance – almost 
reaching our 140 capacity - our need for volunteers also increases.

We need volunteers in each category:
·         Greeter - you will check parishioners in before Mass, ensure they have masks and they 
hand sanitize (2 per Sunday Mass);
·         Usher - you will guide parishioners to their pews, help usher at communion, and dismiss 
each pew after Mass (4 per Sunday Mass);
·         Cleaner - you will sanitize the pews and specific surfaces after Mass - supplies will be  
provided (6 per Sunday Mass)

        Sometimes we need you to help in a role other than the one you signed up for. 

Please sign up for a Mass.   Just go to our Parish Webpage and click on “I want to volunteer” Or click HERE 
and you will be directed. This helps us know if we have enough volunteers for a Mass.

If you didn't attend a previous training session, that's ok! Familiarize yourself with the roles via the job 
descriptions on our webpage and we'll get you trained at Mass!   Thank you so much. May God bless you for 
your time and effort.    

https://www.saintthomascatholicchurch.org/volunteer.html


With the Nov. 8 election approaching, the Knights of Columbus have released a novena 
addressed to Mary, the Immaculate Conception, who is the patroness of the United 
States. The novena consists of nine days of prayer, starting Oct. 30 and running 
through Nov. 7, the eve of the election.

The novena:

Most Holy Trinity: Our Father in Heaven, who chose Mary as the 
fairest of your daughters; Holy Spirit, who chose Mary as your 
Spouse; God the Son, who chose Mary as your Mother, in union 
with Mary we adore your majesty and acknowledge your supreme, 
eternal dominion and authority.

Most Holy Trinity, we put the United States of America into the 
hands of Mary Immaculate in order that she may present the 
country to you. Through her we wish to thank you for the great 
resources of this land and for the freedom which has been its 
heritage.

Through the intercession of Mary, have mercy on the Catholic 
Church in America. Grant us peace. Have mercy on our president 
and on all the officers of our government. Grant us a fruitful 
economy, born of justice and charity. Have mercy on capital and 
industry and labor. Protect the family life of the nation. Guard the 
precious gift of many religious vocations. Through the intercession 
of our Mother, have mercy on the sick, the tempted, sinners — on 
all who are in need.

Mary, Immaculate Virgin, our Mother, Patroness of our land, we 
praise you and honor you and give ourselves to you. Protect us from 
every harm. Pray for us, that acting always according to your will 
and the will of your divine Son, we may live and die pleasing to 
God. Amen         Knights of Columbus Novena for the Election printed Oct 30,2016

www.facebook.com/saintthomascl
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https://stthomascl.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/516261
https://stthomascl.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/516261
https://www.facebook.com/SaintThomasCL/
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YOUT
H 

MINISTRY

Register for 
7th-Grade 
Religious 
Education

Register for 
Confirmation

DID YOU RESERVE YOUR CHILD'S  FIRST RECONCILIATION 
DAY FOR NOVEMBER 2020?

SAVE THE DATES
"POP UP" EVENTS 1 & 2

 1. TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20TH - 6:30PM - 7PM
2. TUESDAY, OCTOBER 27TH  4:30 - 7PM

MORE DETAILS TO FOLLOW

Summit KICK-OFF! POSTPONED
Grades 6-8th, will be our Junior High Youth Ministry Kick-off! 
Please don’t forget to bring and wear your mask. Sign-ups will be 
required. More details coming soon! If you have any questions 
please contact Anna Roche at aroche@stthomascl.church

For more info go to stthomascl.church/ym.

High School YM KICK-OFF! 
                POSTPONED
High School Youth Ministry Kick-off! Please don’t forget to bring and wear 
your mask. Sign-ups will be required. More details coming soon! If you have 
any questions please contact Anna Roche at aroche@stthomascl.church

For more info go to stthomascl.church/ym.

Click Below to 
Register 

Click Below to 
Register 

www.instagram.com/st.thomascl

www..stthomascl.church

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

https://stthomascl.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/507790
https://stthomascl.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/507790
https://stthomascl.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/507790
https://stthomascl.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/507790
https://www.instagram.com/st.thomascl/
https://www.saintthomascatholicchurch.org/
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LITTLE SAINTS 
   PRESCHOOL
(815) 459-0496 Ext 239

ST. THOMAS SCHOOL www.stthomascl.org

Fourth Grade with Mrs. Howen

Recently, the fourth grade class studied 
the RMS Titanic.   In addition to engaging 
in reading comprehension, writing, and 
math activities to learn interesting facts 
about the ship, each student received a 

boarding pass with the name of an actual 
Titanic passenger.  Students researched 

and wrote mini reports on their passenger.

The Little Saints Preschoolers are learning all about the fall corn 
harvest.  Living in the McHenry County, we can see corn fields all 
around us.  In fact, many of our families use corn stalks to 
decorate in celebration of harvest time. The children took time to 
observe squirrels in their natural environment around the 
preschool building.  So many squirrels are scurrying about and 
using corn to store away for winter. Mrs. Simms used corn kernels 
in the sensory table for children to work on scooping, sorting, 
mixing and dumping. What a great week we had continuing our 
studies of Fall at Little Saints Preschool.

Jennifer Gallien, Little Saints Preschool Director
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Don’t Worry Retire Happy

All families are welcome to a 
virtual retirement seminar with 
Guest Speaker, Tom Hegna, CLU, 
ChFC, CASL, on Wednesday 
10-21-20 at 6:30pm.

Tom is an award-winning author, 
speaker, and economist.  He is an 
industry leader and is considered 
by many as “The Retirement 
Income Expert.” Tom has 
presented at over 5,000 
seminars, helping seniors and 
baby boomers build lasting 
retirement plans.

This event is sponsored by the 
Knights of Columbus.  To register, 
contact Ken Basel via text or 
email with your full name, phone 
number, and email address.  Text 
(815) 321-2847 or email 
Kenneth.basel@kofc.org.

October will mark the 49th Anniversary of the nation’s Respect Life 
Month. 

Between the statue of Our Lady and the flagpole at the Terra 
Cotta Avenue entrance to Saint Thomas the Apostle Catholic 
Church, one can see the installation of several dozen white crosses. 
This is an act of the Father McCormick Council 3880 of the Knights 
of Columbus as part of the observance of Respect Life Month.

The White Cross Initiative began in 2008 is grounded in 
prayer and Christian Solidarity in support of the dignity of the 
human person from conception to natural death. As John Paul II 
said, “Help build a world where human life is loved and defended in 
all its stages.”The cross is a symbol of new and eternal life. It is not 
a symbol of death. The White Cross connotes freedom from sin and 
eternal life with God as promised by Jesus by His own death and 
resurrection.Council 3880 puts out some 150 crosses in a pattern 
reminisce of our National Cemeteries.

The location for the Knights before the statue is important 
as the Blessed Virgin Mary is their patron and October is a time to 
honor her in gratitude for the protection that she gives the Church 
in answer to the praying of the Rosary by the faithful. Also, October 
is dedicated to the prayer of the Rosary which is a symbol of 
importance to the Knights of Columbus.

Council 3880 contribute as a gift of our Lady to the Parish and 
installed as a civic monument the Flagpole.  Also, it sponsored the 
Eagle Scout project of the bench between the two structures.     

 

 

 

 

 

www.dioceseofjoliet.org/siteimages/life/documents/TheWhiteCrossInitiative.pdf

The White Cross Initiative therefore is grounded in prayer and Christian Solidarity in support 
of the dignity of the human person from conception to natural death. While there may be 
much symbolism at this location and act, all should lead one first and foremost in prayer



18 de octubre de 2020  29º Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario

Los fariseos confabulaban contra Jesús para que aclarara lo de pagar los impuestos al César y de alguna manera buscaban la forma de 
atraparlo. Le tendían trampas para que cayera en ellas. Sin embargo, la sabiduría de Jesús se pone de manifiesto ante aquella 

situación. La respuesta a la pregunta fue clara y concisa, sin nada turbio. “Devuelvan, pues, al César las cosas del César, y a Dios lo que 
corresponde a Dios”. (Mateo 22:21). Ellos buscaban que se equivocara para acusarlo con la autoridad romana, y así quitarlo del camino. 

La respuesta deja claro que el dinero sirve solo para vivir y que ese no llega al cielo. Nadie se lleva tesoros cuando muere. Lo que si 
salva es la fe y darle culto verdadero a Dios.

¿Cuál es entonces el mensaje? ¿Qué debemos aprender de esta lección? Saber, que, Dios también tiene derechos. Devolver a Dios sus 
derechos, es cumplir con sus mandamientos y el principal, amar al prójimo como a ti mismo. ¿Cómo? Este tiempo es tiempo de 
prueba, tú sabes si lo aprovechas. Pidamos, al participar en la Eucaristía, renovar nuestro compromiso de bautizados para participar 
en la misión que Jesús nos ha encomendado. Evangelizar, con el ejemplo, al pueblo sufriente en este tiempo de pandemia con la 
compasión y el servicio alegre --- no con palabras sino con hechos. ¿Qué te parece? Es sencillamente, devolver a Dios lo que le 
corresponde, tal como lo dijo Jesús a las personas de su tiempo y nos lo recuerda ahora a nosotros. ©LPi

Ministerio Hispano
Parroquia Santo Tomás Apóstol /Ministerio Hispano

Dirección: 272 King St. Crystal Lake,  IL. 60014  Teléfono: 815-455-5400  Línea Directa: 815-356-0860  Fax: 
815-455-2733

Coordinador: Reverendo William Tunarosa.  Atiende al Público: Miércoles y Jueves de 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Educación Religiosa: José Guimaray. Atención al Público: Jueves 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm y Sábados 1:00 pm – 7:00 pm 

Oficina del Ministerio Hispano-Atención al Público:  Lunes a Viernes 9:00 am - 4:30 pm
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https://www.saintthomascatholicchurch.org/quiero-atender-misa-en-espanol.html
https://www.saintthomascatholicchurch.org/quiero-atender-misa-en-espanol.html
http://www.saintthomascatholicchurch.org
https://www.saintthomascatholicchurch.org/quiero-atender-misa-en-espanol.html





