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So, What’s a Deacon?

Deacon Jose Aguilar and I are both longtime members of St. Thomas the Apostle 
Parish.  After five years of formation, we were both recently ordained to the permanent 
diaconate by Bishop David Malloy of Rockford.  Perhaps this might be a good time to 
explain a little bit about what a deacon is and does in the Catholic Church.

Deacons existed from the very early days of the Church.  In Acts chapter 6, St. Luke 
describes how the first seven deacons were chosen to assist the Apostles in service to 
the early Christians, especially to widows.  And in 1st Timothy chapter 3, St. Paul 
explains the personal traits required of a deacon.   

However, beginning in the fifth century, there was a gradual decline in the permanent diaconate in the Latin 
(Roman) Church, although it remained a vital part of the Eastern Churches, both Catholic and Orthodox.  A 
return of the permanent diaconate emerged in 1963 during the Second Vatican Council, and in June 1967, 
Saint Pope Paul VI formally re-established the permanent diaconate in the Latin Church.  Saint Pope John 
Paul II, in a 1993 general audience entitled, “Deacons Serve the Kingdom of God,” said of the Council, “A 
deeply felt need in the decision to reestablish the permanent diaconate was and is that of a greater and more 
direct presence of Church ministers in the various spheres of the family, work, school etc., in addition to 
existing pastoral structures.  St. Thomas was blessed for many years to have a deacon who was a member 
of the very first class ordained for our diocese, Deacon Ralph Statter.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church describes the diaconate in this way: “At a lower level of the hierarchy 
(of the Sacrament of Holy Orders) are to be found deacons, who receive the imposition of hands 'not unto the 
priesthood, but unto the ministry.’  At an ordination to the diaconate only the bishop lays hands on the 
candidate, thus signifying the deacon's special attachment to the bishop in the tasks of his ‘diakonia.’  
Deacons share in Christ's mission and grace in a special way. The sacrament of Holy Orders marks them 
with an imprint (‘character’) which cannot be removed, and which configures them to Christ, who made 
himself the ‘deacon’ or servant of all” (1569, 1570). 

And in paragraph 29 of Lumen Gentium, it is written, “It is the duty of the deacon, according as it shall have 
been assigned to him by competent authority, to administer baptism solemnly, to be custodian and dispenser 
of the Eucharist, to assist at and bless marriages in the name of the Church, to bring Viaticum to the dying, to 
read the Sacred Scripture to the faithful, to instruct and exhort the people, to preside over the worship and 
prayer of the faithful, to administer sacramentals, and to officiate at funeral and burial services.”

Simply stated, while priests are configured to Christ the Priest, deacons are configured to Christ the Servant.  
And while deacons enjoy a special attachment to the bishop, they are almost always assigned to a parish 
where they serve the pastor in ways that complement his needs and help him to fulfill his ministerial vision.

I hope this information was helpful and interesting to you.  Deacon Aguilar and I are humbled that with God’s 
grace, we have joined Deacon Bondi in assisting our pastor and priests in the service of the people of God.  
Please pray for us and we promise our prayers for you.

In Christ’s Service,

Deacon Neal Carpenter

DEACON’S CORNER
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Celebrants:  October 26-October 30, 2020:
10/26 - 7:00 am - Fr. Evans, Noon - Fr. Simon
10/27 - 7:00 am - Fr. Simon, Noon -Fr. Evans
10/28 - 7:00 am - Fr. Evans, Noon - Fr. Simon
10/29-7:00 am - Fr. Simon, Noon - Fr. Simon
10/30 - 7:00 am - Fr. Evans, Noon-Fr. Evans

Sunday Masses: October 31-November 1, 2020
4:30 pm: Fr. Simon-Lector: John Stefani
7:30 am: Fr. Evans -Lector: Bob Lohmann
9:00 am: Fr. Evans -Lector: Mark Przybyslski
10:30 am: Fr. Evans -Lector: Jeff Ladd
Noon: Fr. Simon -Lector: Judy Wiedenfeld
5:30 pm: Fr. Simon-Lector: Don Amoruso

Readings for the week of October 25, 2020
Sunday:Ex 22:20-26/Ps 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51 [2]/1 Thes 
1:5c-10/Mt 22:34-40  
Monday:Eph 4:32—5:8/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [cf. Eph 
5:1]/Lk 13:10-17
Tuesday: Eph 5:21-33/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [1a]/Lk 
13:18-21
Wednesday: Eph 2:19-22/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5 [5a]/Lk 
6:12-16
Thursday: Eph 6:10-20/Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10 [1b]/Lk 
13:31-35
Friday: Phil 1:1-11/Ps 111:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [2]/Lk 14:1-6
Saturday:Phil 1:18b-26/Ps 42:2, 3 5 cdef/Lk 14:1, 7-11
Next Sunday:  Rv 7:2-4, 9-14/Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 
[cf. 6]/1 Jn 3:1-3/Mt 5:1-12a

Readings of the Week Please pray for the sick:
Maryellen Coens
Tawan Niemann

Bill Blake

Please pray for the deceased
Luis Mario Lopez

Candles
Adoration

INTENTIONS
Oct 26- Nov 7

Daya Family  
 Dombrow Family

Wiggs Family
Cieslewicz Family

Weekend Collection

October 18, 2020:
Oak St. Church - $ 22, 540.00 
Pierson St. Church - $1,542.77

Diocesan Stewardship Goal:

Our Pledges:

# of families in the Parish:

# of Donors:

% Participation:

$236,660.00

$ 61,359.000

116

2,937
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Thursday, October 29,
7:00     +Mr. & Mrs. Halecki 
Noon   Carmen R. Dodaro, Special 
Intention

Wednesday, October 28; SS Simon & 
Jude Apostles
7:00    +Mr. & Mrs. Peter F. Barciak
Noon  +Mr. & Mrs. Ray Considine

Tuesday, October 27
7:00    +Mr. & Mrs. George S. Arnold
Noon   Rose Marie Dominique, 
Special Intention

Monday, October 26
7:00    +Bill Dwyer
Noon  +Judy Fues

   +Robert Otis

Friday, October 30
7:00    +Yvonne Andejeski
Noon  +Jeffrey Jones

Saturday, October 31; All Souls
4:30  +William R. Maher, Jr.
            +Stephen & Marilyn Viz 

Sunday, November 1; All Saints
7:30    +Victoria Popp
              +Kathleen Eberhardt
9:00    Those Listed on the St. Jude 
Prayer List, 
               Special Intention
              +Jeanette Lanier
10:30  The People of St. Thomas 
Parish, Living &
             Deceased
Noon  +Gene Baseggio
5:30    Father Charles Fitzpatrick, 
Special Intention 

Please visit or call the Parish Center to schedule 
a Mass Intention

Mass Intention for the Week

Thank you Fathers for your 
wonderful Service to us all. 
Please pray for our Priests

Fr John Evans, Fr Akan Simon, 
Fr Charles Fitzpatrick & Fr 

William Tunarosa

Next 
Sunday 

November 
1 
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Have you felt called to serve the Church as a Deacon? 
The Rockford Diocese will be accepting applications to 

the Permanent Diaconate Formation Program 
beginning in 2021. Men who are interested in becoming 

a Deacon will need to attend one of our informational 
meetings (held online this year due to COVID 

restrictions). Meeting dates are October 24, November 
21 and December 12 from 10:00AM-12:00PM. Married 

men should attend with their wives. To register for one 
of the meetings, or for more information, please 

contact Fr. Ken Wasilewski or Dorothea Barger at the 
Permanent Diaconate Office via 

email(kwasilewski@rockforddiocese.org  
dbarger@rockforddiocese.org) or by phone 

(815-399-4300).

For the most up to date communications
especially in these times,

please subscribe to Flocknote. Choose to 
receive

the latest updates  via text or email.

Text the keyword STCL to the 
number 84576 to receive texting 

updates.

Please Welcome our NEW Music Director Sarah Wright, Sarah is 
excited to begin her ministry here at St. Thomas. Previously, she was the music 
director at Christ the Teacher in DeKalb and St. Mary's in Maple Park. She 
graduated from Northern Illinois University with a Bachelor's in Music 
Performance, with an emphasis in voice, and secondary studies in piano and 
organ. Sarah is a private piano and voice instructor. In recent years, she has 
performed in various choral ensembles, including singing and cantoring for the 
Rockford Diocesan Chorale. 
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With the Nov. 8 election approaching, the Knights of Columbus have released a novena 
addressed to Mary, the Immaculate Conception, who is the patroness of the United 
States. The novena consists of nine days of prayer, starting Oct. 30 and running 
through Nov. 7, the eve of the election.

The novena:

Most Holy Trinity: Our Father in Heaven, who chose Mary as the 
fairest of your daughters; Holy Spirit, who chose Mary as your 
Spouse; God the Son, who chose Mary as your Mother, in union 
with Mary we adore your majesty and acknowledge your supreme, 
eternal dominion and authority.

Most Holy Trinity, we put the United States of America into the 
hands of Mary Immaculate in order that she may present the 
country to you. Through her we wish to thank you for the great 
resources of this land and for the freedom which has been its 
heritage.

Through the intercession of Mary, have mercy on the Catholic 
Church in America. Grant us peace. Have mercy on our president 
and on all the officers of our government. Grant us a fruitful 
economy, born of justice and charity. Have mercy on capital and 
industry and labor. Protect the family life of the nation. Guard the 
precious gift of many religious vocations. Through the intercession 
of our Mother, have mercy on the sick, the tempted, sinners — on 
all who are in need.

Mary, Immaculate Virgin, our Mother, Patroness of our land, we 
praise you and honor you and give ourselves to you. Protect us from 
every harm. Pray for us, that acting always according to your will 
and the will of your divine Son, we may live and die pleasing to 
God. Amen         Knights of Columbus Novena for the Election printed Oct 30,2016

www.facebook.com/saintthomascl

Our tradition here at St. 
Thomas of putting a rose in 
front of the altar for the newly 
born has been put on hold due 
to Covid. Please Click the Link 
or email directly to 
mpopp@stthomascl.church 
to be able to put a rose on the 
“Altar” in the bulletin for the 
newly born in your family. 

6www..stthomascl.church
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YOUTH 
MINISTRY

Register for 
7th-Grade 
Religious 
Education

                                                                                                           Choose joy over happiness any day!
There is a great deal of talk about happiness. What is it? Is it really what we are seeking? Will we recognize it 
when we find it? How do we obtain it? After you have it, can you keep it?
Happiness is defined as contentment, satisfaction and pleasure. We live in a time where there are many avenues 
to pursue happiness and access it easily.  With the touch of a button we can order any desired food, obtain a ride 
wherever we want to go, or have almost anything we want delivered faster than at any other time in the history 
of mankind. We wait less, we have our every desire fulfilled sooner,  we have access to an ever growing choice of 
new and improved things and an endless stream of information about everything and anything.  Yet 
happiness(pleasure, satisfaction and contentment) still seems to elude us. Is it possible that in a society where 
you can have it all almost instantly and with little effort...that less is more? Is it possible that waiting enhances 
the experience?
Christians, true followers of Christ, may be on to something. Maybe happiness is not what we seek...perhaps 
what we are longing for is joy. Joy is that deeper, never ending, gift from the Holy Spirit that comes from 
knowing and serving God at all times and in every situation. Happiness is from the world.  Joy is of God. Because 
joy flows from God, it explains why it is richer, sweeter,  and more satisfying and long lasting than happiness. 
Is it possible that we will experience joy more frequently when we choose to serve ourselves third?  When we give 
up our spot at the top and go to the back of the line...will we find what we deeply seek? Is it possible that it is that 
simple? This week, let’s set aside chasing after the happiness of the world and concentrate on seeking deep 
everlasting joy. Commit this week to serve yourself third. Serve Jesus first, your neighbor second and 
yourself...well, third.
Jesus
Others
Yourself
This is how we can evangelize each day without tiring. I pray that this experiment leads you to greater peace and fills you with a 
joy that endures and bubbles over to others, so they too will seek joy over happiness each day.
 

Click Below to 
Register 7

Register for 
Confirmation

https://stthomascl.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/507790
https://stthomascl.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/507790
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Fifth Grade with Mrs. Rhodes
Fifth graders are doing a real world multiplication project in math class. They are in charge 
of outfitting and building their own resort. They decide the location, calculate the number 
of rooms needed, how many coffee makers, shampoo bottles, etc. are needed, and the total 
cost. They are marketing their resort by creating a brochure on Google slides and creating a 
model of what their resort looks like. Imagination and math combined.

ST. THOMAS SCHOOL www.stthomascl.org

8



www.stthomascl.church

LITTLE SAINTS 
   PRESCHOOL
(815) 459-0496 Ext 239

Mrs. Kurzeja,  Mrs. Schmid and 
the three year old 
preschoolers are learning all 
about Community Helpers 
during the month of October.  
Community helpers are people 
such as police officers, fire 
fighters, first responders, 
nurses, doctors, teachers, 
veterinarians and many more 
people who work in our 
community. Thank you to all 
our wonderful community 
helpers.

Jennifer Gallien, Little Saints 
Preschool Director
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 25 de octubre de 2020          30º Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario

Desde niños hemos escuchado este pasaje del Evangelio y hasta lo hemos cantado infinidad de veces en nuestras 
Misas. Hoy la liturgia, nos pone la escena nuevamente de preguntar a Jesús sobre la resurrección de los muertos y 
sobre cuál es el mandamiento más importante de la ley. Jesús contestó: “Amarás al Señor tu Dios con todo tu corazón, 
con toda tu alma y con toda tu mente”. Este es el gran mandamiento, el primero. Pero hay otro muy parecido: 
“Amarás a tu prójimo como a ti mismo”. El mandamiento nuevo, el mandamiento del amor. El amor espiritual 
vertical hacia el Señor, hacia arriba y el amor horizontal hacia el hermano/hermana, y hacia el interior de la persona, 
como a ti mismo. ¡Qué hermosa enseñanza nos heredó Jesús! Solo un desentendido no la comprende. Tres pasos, a 
seguir. 1. Ama al Señor con el corazón, con el alma, con todo tu ser 2. Ama a tu prójimo, en el servicio a los demás, los 
necesitados. 3. Como a ti mismo, vida de oración de meditación caminando siempre hacia el interior del corazón para 
imitar a Jesús.
Todo, absolutamente todo, se fundamenta en estos dos mandamientos. Vivimos en una sociedad que ha olvidado a 
Dios, lo ha hecho a un lado, la tecnología y el dinero, los negocios son primero. Ahora, a casi un año que llegó la 
pandemia, es el tiempo de tomar termómetro en estos tres pasos. ¿Cómo va mi relación con Dios? ¿Cómo va mi amor 
al prójimo? ¿Cómo va el cambio en mi corazón, sigue de piedra? Seamos honestos con nosotros mismos, pongamos 
en práctica lo aprendido en este tiempo de prueba. ©LPi

Queridos hermanos y hermanas, para poder asistir a misa, 
por favor, no olviden registrarse con tiempo de 
anticipación en el website de la Iglesia 
www.saintthomascatholicchurch.org . Los esperamos.

Ministerio Hispano
Parroquia Santo Tomás Apóstol /Ministerio Hispano

Dirección: 272 King St. Crystal Lake,  IL. 60014  Teléfono: 815-455-5400  Línea Directa: 815-356-0860  Fax: 
815-455-2733

Coordinador: Reverendo William Tunarosa.  Atiende al Público: Miércoles y Jueves de 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Educación Religiosa: José Guimaray. Atención al Público: Jueves 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm y Sábados 1:00 pm – 7:00 pm 

Oficina del Ministerio Hispano-Atención al Público:  Lunes a Viernes 9:00 am - 4:30 pm

IMPORTANTE:
Hermanos, su parroquia los necesita, si desean contribuir a la 
colecta dominical lo pueden hacer en línea, a travez del sitio web 
de nuestra parroquia: www.saintthomascatholicchurch.org
Así como también pueden utilizar el buzón de correo localizado a 
la entrada de la oficina parroquial, dejando su contribución en un 
sobre cerrado con su nombre escrito; de igual manera pueden 
enviar su contribución por correo a la oficina parroquial con 
dirección: 272 King St. Crystal Lake, IL. 60014
Gracias. 
Santo Tomás Apóstol
Ministerio Hispano.

“Den, pues, al César 
lo que es del César,
y a Dios lo que es de 

Dios”.
(Mateo 22:15-21).

LA FAMILIA
Así como la familia 

avanza, así avanza la 
nación y así avanza todo 

el mundo en el que 
vivimos.

—San Juan Pablo II
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