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33rd Sunday Ordinary Time



My dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
May Christ our Life, guide and strengthen you this week!
“Mothers are everything!” Fr. Simon often reminds me.  Well, this 
past week, on All Souls’ Day, Fr. Simon’s Everything passed away.  I 
had the sad privilege of being in the room when he became aware of 
her passing.  It is one of those strange moments in priestly life, where 
on one level, you’re honored to be there, and yet, on another level, 
you’d rather not be there. 

Pastor’s Corner

Fr. Simon’s elder sister made sure that I was in the room when he found out.  By 
divine providence, Fr. Grady was visiting so we could both be there for him.  
Father’s sister and I spoke on the phone.  To be honest, it felt like talking to a 
female version of Fr. Simon.  Strong, passionate hearts, both of them. “He is my 
brother; he is YOUR brother.  You WILL NOT leave your brother alone, Father!  You 
will tell him, and you will be with him! Yes? You need to be!!” Of course, I promised 
her.  
All I can do is paraphrase what they said of our Lord regarding Lazarus, “See how he 
loved her!”  By our prayers, let us take our sister in Christ, Theophila Simon, to her 
final home, and let us pray for and comfort the son she loves so much and gave us!  
Know that I am always

Yours in the Heart of Christ,
Fr. Evans

It’s with great sadness that we inform you that 
Father Simon’s Mom has passed away… Here is 
an excerpt from his mom's 80th birthday 
celebration in 2014:“Mrs. Theophila Simon Etim, 
I affectionately called you “Mummy-Inua” and 
you called me "Akanboy”. My claim to fame 
among all your children is that my pregnancy was 
the worst; it almost took your life. You have a 
mark on your chest to show for it. You were 
willing to give up your life literally that I may 
have life...God gave me life...Mummy, you  
nurtured that life.God called me..Mummy, you 
prayed for me to answer His call. Today, I am a 
priest of God because you stood by me against all 
odds. I adore you, my mother, I cherish you, my 
treasure, I love you, my beauty!” 

Theophila Simon Etim
             1934-2020



Celebrants: November 16,-November 14, 2020:
11/16 -7:00 am -Fr. Evans, Noon - Fr. Evans
11/17-7:00 am -Fr. Fitzpatrick, Noon -Fr. Evans
11/18-7:00 am -Fr. Fitzpatrick, Noon - Fr. Evans
11/19-7:00 am -Fr. Fitzpatrick, Noon - Fr. 
Fitzpatrick
11/20- 7:00 am - Fr.Evans, Noon-Fr. Fitzpatrick

Sunday Masses:November 21-November 22, 2020
4:30 pm: Fr. Fitzpatrick-Lector: John Stefani
7:30 am: Fr. Evans-Lector: Mike Jasinski
9:00 am: Fr. Evans-Lector: Mark Przbylski
10:30 am: Fr.Evans-Lector: Jeff Ladd
Noon: Fr.Fitzpatrick-Lector:Judy Wiedenfeld
5:30 pm: Fr. Fitzpatrick -Lector: Lisa Dalton

Readings for the week of November 15, 2020
Sunday: Prv 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 
4-5 [cf. 1a]/1 Thes 5:1-6/Mt 25:14-30 or 25:14-15, 
19-21
Monday: Rv 1:1-4; 2:1-5/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [Rev 
2:17]/Lk 18:35-43
Tuesday: Rv 3:1-6, 14-22/Ps 15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5 
[Rev 3:21]/Lk 19:1-10
Wednesday: Rv 4:1-11/Ps 150:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6 [1b]/Lk 
19:11-28
Thursday: Rv 5:1-10/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b 
[Rev 5:10]/Lk 19:41-44
Friday: Rv 10:8-11/Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 131 
[103a]/Lk 19:45-48
Saturday: Rv 11:4-12/Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10 [1b]/Lk 
20:27-40
Next Sunday: Ez 34:11-12, 15-17/Ps 23:1-2, 2-3, 5-6 
[1]/1 Cor 15:20-26, 28/Mt 25:31-46

Readings of the Week Please pray for the sick:
Jean Botts                                  
Holland Trainor
Theresa Starke                          

Please pray for the deceased
Theophila Simon Etim
Mary Ann Jones 
Dorothy Stanek

Candles
Adoration

INTENTIONS
Nov 8- Nov 21
Conlon Family
Jones Family
Otis Family

 

Weekend Collection

November 8, 2020:
Oak St. Church - $41,946.50 
Pierson St. Church - $ 897.00

www.stthomascl.flocknote.com

Click Here to download the 
EFT form for automatic 
deduction or On-Line at 
Give Central click Here for 
Credit Card Use
 

Donate

https://www.saintthomascatholicchurch.org/uploads/3/7/9/0/3790900/eft_church_1_9_2020.pdf
https://www.givecentral.org/


Thursday, November 19
7:00     Deceased Family & Friends of 
Paul & Alina Cribb
Noon   +Souls of the Faithful Departed

Wednesday, November 18; 
Dedication to the Basilicas of SS 
Peter & Paul
7:00    +Sydney & Magdalene Kamysz
              +Joan Sanders
Noon   +Fr. Donald Stewart, CSR

Monday, November 16; St. 
Margaret of Scotland
 7:00     +Fr. Perfecto Vasquez
Noon    +Dianne McKibben
                +George Stasiak

Friday, November 20 
7:00     +Souls of the Faithful Departed
Noon   +Judy Harding

Saturday, November 21
4:30      +Mary Ann Clark
               +Joan Robaczewski
                Chester Robaczewski, Special 
Intention
        

Sunday, November 22
7:30    +Albert Kasluga
9:00    Fr. Akan Simon, Special 
Intention
10:30   +Mary Collins
               +Anton Mlinarich
Noon   The People of St. Thomas 
Parish, Living  and  Deceased                            
5:30    +Judy Fues

Please visit or call the Parish Center to schedule 
a Mass Intention

Mass Intention for the Week

Tuesday, November 17; St. 
Elizabeth of Hungary
7:00    Francis J. Barciak, Jr.,  Special 
Intention
Noon  +Jeffrey Jones
 

St. Elizabeth of Hungary, a medieval noblewoman who 
responded to personal tragedy by embracing St. Francis' ideals 
of poverty and service. A patron of secular Franciscans. As the 
daughter of the Hungarian King Andrew II, Elizabeth had the 
responsibilities of royalty thrust upon her almost as soon as 
her short life began in 1207. While she was still very young, 
Elizabeth's father arranged for her to be married to a German 
nobleman, Ludwig of Thuringia.The plan forced Elizabeth to 
separate from her parents while still a child. Adding to this 
sorrow was the murder of Elizabeth's mother Gertrude in 1213, 
which history ascribes to a conflict between her own German 
people and the Hungarian nobles. Elizabeth found consolation 
in prayer. For a time, beginning in 1221, she was happily 
married. Ludwig, supported Elizabeth's efforts to live out the 
principles of the Gospel even within the royal court. She met 
with friars of the nascent Franciscan order during its founder's 
own lifetime, resolving to use her position as queen to advance 
their mission of charity.Remarkably, Ludwig agreed with his 
wife's resolution, and the politically powerful couple embraced 
a life of remarkable generosity toward the poor. They had three 
children, two of whom went on to live as as members of the 
nobility, although one of them ,her only son, died relatively 
young. The third eventually entered religious life and became 
abbess of a German convent.In 1226, while Ludwig was 
attending to political affairs in Italy, Elizabeth took charge of 
distributing aid to victims of disease and flooding that struck 
Thuringia. She took charge of caring for the afflicted, even 
when this required giving up the royal family's own clothes 
and goods. Elizabeth arranged for a hospital to be built, and is 
said to have provided for the needs of nearly a thousand 
desperately poor people on a daily basis.The next year, 
however, would put Elizabeth's faith to the test. Her husband 
had promised to assist the Holy Roman Emperor Frederick II in 
the Sixth Crusade, but he died of illness en route to Jerusalem. 
Devastated by Ludwig's death, Elizabeth vowed never to 
remarry. Her children were sent away, and relatives heavily 
pressured her to break the vow.Undeterred, Elizabeth used her 
remaining money to build another hospital, where she 
personally attended to the sick almost constantly. Sending 
away her servants, she joined the Third Order of St. Francis, 
seeking to emulate the example of its founder as closely as her 
responsibilities would allow. Near the end of her life, she lived 
in a small hut and spun her own clothes.Working continually 
with the severely ill, Elizabeth became sick herself, dying of 
illness in November of 1231. After she died, miraculous 
healings soon began to occur at her grave near the hospital, 
and she was declared a saint only four years later.



Helping Feed Hungry Neighbors Since 
1990

We are helping Community Harvest reach its 
goal of 75,000 pounds of food and $75,000 in 
funds by holding a food and fund drive the 
week(s) of:

Please place your donations in a bag and bring 
it to the Church or Organization’s Donation bin 

The donations will be picked up and delivered 
to the collection site by your 
Church/Organization’s representative: 
Name: BILL GENZLER/MARILYN GEORGY
EmailorPhone:  mgeorgy17@yahoo.com
Monetary donations are gratefully accepted; 
payment may be online at 
www.clfoodpantry.org or checks, made payable 
to Crystal Lake Food Pantry (write ‘Community 
Harvest’ in the memo section) and mail to: 
Crystal Lake Food Pantry P.O. Box 1071 Crystal 
Lake, IL 60039 

Started in 1990 with a small group of driven 
volunteers from the Crystal Lake Chamber of 
Commerce and supported throughout the 
community by schools, churches, service groups, 
scouts, families, non-profits, businesses, and 
individuals, Community Harvest builds awareness 
of local hunger, engages over 1,200 volunteers, and 
is the year’s greatest single-day contribution to the 
Crystal Lake Food Pan

Bag DROP-OFF
TODAY

While we continue to make sure 
the pantry shelves are stocked 
for our neighbors, by October 
our storage shelves start to get 
empty. We need your help!

NOVEMBER 14-15

BEFORE MASS SAT/SUN 

SUGGESTED DONATIONS:

CANNED FRUIT

MAC & CHEESE

PASTA

TOMATO SAUCE

  SIDE DISHES/MEALHELPERS

CANNED BEANS

CANNED MEALS (ie hearty Soups, 
chili, ravioli, spaghettiOs)

PERSONNAL HYGIENE ITEMS
(Shampoo, Soap, Deodorant, Feminie 
Products, etc)

PLEASE NO OPEN OR EXPIRED ITEMS!

WISHBONE 
THE

TURKEY SAYS:
“NO ONE

SHOULD GO
HUNGRY!
GOBBLE!

GOBBLE!!”https://www.facebook.com/CrystalLakeFoodPantry

https://www.facebook.com/CrystalLakeFoodPantry


Knights of  Columbus Council #3880 Advent Wreath Sales
In the spirit of  preparation of  the birth of  Our Savior, the Knights of  Columbus are offering 
Advent Wreaths and prayers again this year. These fresh cut evergreen wreaths are already 
assembled and include a ring, greenery, berries, cones and packaging. We will also have candles 
available.Wreaths will be available in limited quantities for sale  after the Masses, outside the 
entry to the Narthex or the Knights trailer in the east parking lot, depending on weather. Only 
cash and check will be accepted. With all profits going to charity.           
                                                                Cost of  Wreath - $30.00

 Candles - $5.00

Riley Grace Brown
(child of Taylor and Marielle Brown)
Daisy Eileen Brundage
(child of James and Lauren Brundage)
Kiernan Michael Charnow
(child of Ryan and Caitlin Charnow)
Caleb Joseph Gebert
(child of Jonathan and Anna Marie 
Gebert)
Luca James Sumanis
(child of Zachary and Karen Sumanis)
Emmie Louise Wille
(child of Matthew and Cassady Wille)
Isaac Daniel Arias-Bernal
(child of Jesus Arias Flores and Maria 
Elizabeth Bernal)
Ariana Sofia Lopez
(child of Alejandro Lopez and Rosalia 
Flores)
Valeria Rebecca Nava
(child of Jose Luis Nava and Elizabeth 
Aguilera)
Angel Ramirez Castaneda
(child of Robertino Ramirez Valdez and 
Amalia Megaly Castaneda)

Welcome our Newly 
Baptized

Fresh cut Frasier and Canaan 
trees from 6-11 feet.18, 24 & 
36” Wreaths & Swags 

When: Starting Friday after 
Thanksgiving @ 9am 
Hours: Monday-Friday 5-9pm 
Saturday 9am-8pm Sunday 
9am-7pm 

Masks and social distancing 
required. All profits donated to 
local charities. 

www.stthomascl.church

https://www.saintthomascatholicchurch.org/


7www.instagram.com/st.thomascl www..stthomascl.church

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

It’s harvest time! November is the month to cultivate an attitude of gratitude so as to live in 
God’s abundance. This is the time of year on the liturgical calendar when the year is coming to 
an end. We have two weeks until we enter into Advent which is the beginning of the new 
liturgical year. The gospel today asks us to reflect on the time, talents and treasure we have 
been blessed with and reminds us that at some point in the future we will need to account for 
how we used these gifts. Now is a good time to ponder the blessings we have received, the ways 
in which we need to cultivate our roots, rid ourselves of life choking weeds, do some pruning 
and make a plan to feed and water our souls. These efforts to till and enrich our spiritual soil 
will give us the best chance to reap a bountiful harvest when the Master returns.
 What are some ways to do this?

Plan a day to receive the sacrament of Reconciliation.  Pulling those weeds from our soul 
will loosen the dirt and allow the good nutrients and the water to seep deeply into our roots. 
Place this activity on your calendar more often.

          Put some spiritual events on your calendar for 2021.  Plan a retreat as a couple, family or 
individual.  Don’t let anything come between you and this time you have planned. Look 
forward to your weekend with Jesus and your time out of your routine.
          Take 10 minutes a day to read something good for your soul. Scripture or other spiritual 
reading on a topic you want to know more about. There are so many different sources for great 
content, this is a true modern blessing.
          Pray for yourself and others.  Pray to do God’s will. Pray for the grace to make good 
choices. Pray for someone who is in danger. Pray to be in the place to do the most good.
          Do an act of sacrifice and offer it to God. Don’t eat that last piece of cake, let someone else 
have it.  Go that extra mile for your spouse and don’t expect anything in return. Skip that cup 
of coffee and give the money to the poor. Put more love for your neighbor into everything you 
do.
          Mix up your routine, so that you don’t become complacent. Do you have some less healthy 
habits that you want to modify? Do you want to live more simply? DO IT! This is the time for a 
spiritual refresh.
          Have you been attending Mass? Have you stopped participating? Jump back in!
When you take stock of the blessings of 2020, they may not be what you thought they were 
going to be last November. Know that no matter how different that they look from what you 
anticipated...they are still blessings.  They are signs of the Father’s love for you and that will 
never change. He came so that we might have life and have it more abundantly! Give, live and 
love abundantly this week while you sow seeds of faith, hope and love throughout His kingdom 
on earth.
 
Char Kolodzik, Director of Religious Education

https://www.instagram.com/st.thomascl/
https://www.saintthomascatholicchurch.org/


MINISTRYYOU
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Confirmation Class - Conf. Date!
Confirmation II students: your Confirmation date is the morning of 

Saturday, March 20th, 2021! Please mark your calendars! More details 
to come. 
For more info about our Confirmation Program go to 
stthomascl.church/confirmation OR email Anna Roche at 
aroche@stthomascl.church

FOUND - High School Youth Ministry

Wednesdays 6-7:30pm 
At the Oak St. Church   Grades 9-12

On Wednesdays from 6-7:30pm we have Found, our High School Youth 
Ministry Program! It’s based on Luke 15:3-7 which speaks of the parable 
where the Shepherd leaves the 99 to find the one lost sheep, just as Jesus 
does for us.
Please don’t forget to bring and wear your mask. Sign-ups are required. 
If you have any questions please contact Anna Roche at 
aroche@stthomascl.church

For more info go to stthomascl.church/ym.

Summit
Thursdays 6-7:30pm
At the Oak St. Church    Grades 6-8

Summit is on Thursday nights from 6-7:30pm for anyone in 
grades 6-8! Please don’t forget to bring and wear your 
mask. Sign-ups will be required. 
If you have any questions please contact Anna Roche at 
aroche@stthomascl.church

For more info go to stthomascl.church/ym.



ST. THOMAS SCHOOL www.stthomascl.org

https://slicethepricecard.com/34454


Little Saints Preschool Stay and Play
Little Saints Preschool Stay and Play is a 
program that runs Monday-Friday from 
10:30am-2:00pm.  Our Stay and Play 
program is an extension of the preschool 
day where children can participate in arts 
& crafts, stories, music, dance, free-play, 
math, science and much more. In addition 
to activities, preschool students share a 
lunch break and rest time.  Stay and Play 
is open to all currently enrolled Little 
Saints Preschool students.  Please see 
Little Saints Preschool Director: Jennifer 
Gallien for more information or to reserve 
your space for a day of Staying and 
Playing at Little Saints Preschool.  

Jennifer Gallien, Preschool Director

Do you winter 
somewhere Warm? 
Please help us cut 
costs by Stopping 
your Collection 
Envelopes.

www.stthomascl.church/snowbird

ATTENTION SNOWBIRDS

God speed to Father Simon as he 
goes home to Nigeria for the 

dedication of the Church in his 
hometown. Father will be gone a 

month. Please send prayers to 
him for a safe journey



Look for the New 2021 Calendars 
available in December

Matt Maher, an internationally acclaimed Christian 
singer, song writer, and eight time GRammy Award 
nominee, shares the amazing story of his spiritual 
journey. He emphasizes the importance of forming 
relationships with others in order to be effective 
witnesses of the Gospel and help bring about the 
unity desired by Christ.

This insightful book 
discusses the basics 
of the Catholic 
Faith-and how we 
can live it fully. 



15 de noviembre de 2020            33er Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario

Este domingo escucharemos en la Liturgia sobre la parábola de los talentos y de cómo el Señor reparte estos de 
acuerdo a las habilidades de las personas. Dios ha invertido en nosotros y espera que esa inversión dé frutos de 
acuerdo a la capacidad personal. Hablando en términos actuales, algunas personas ahorran en bancos, y hasta ponen 
su dinero en la bolsa de valores, otras en cambio prefieren tener su dinero en casa, aunque no gane ningún interés.
De acuerdo al Evangelio, dos de los servidores hicieron muy bien. Sin embargo, el tercero no se preocupó en lo 
absoluto de poner a trabajar lo recibido. "Es importante no encerrarse en sí mismos, enterrando el propio talento, las 
propias riquezas espirituales, intelectuales, materiales, todo lo que el Señor nos ha dado, sino abrirse, ser solidarios, 
tener cuidado de los demás". ¿Han pensado en los talentos que Dios les ha dado? ¿Han pensado en cómo se pueden 
poner al servicio de los demás? ¡No entierren los talentos! Apuesten por grandes ideales, los ideales que agrandan el 
corazón, aquellos ideales de servicio que harán fructíferos sus talentos". La vida no se nos ha dado para que la 
conservemos celosamente para nosotros mismos, sino que se nos ha dado, para que la donemos. ¡Queridos jóvenes, 
tengan un corazón grande! ¡No tengan miedo de soñar cosas grandes!" Y añadió el Papa. "Nos dice que la espera del 
retorno del Señor es el tiempo de la acción. Nosotros somos el tiempo de la acción, tiempo para sacar provecho de los 
dones de Dios. (Papa Francisco a los jóvenes). @LPI

Queridos hermanos y hermanas, para poder asistir a misa, 
por favor, no olviden registrarse con tiempo de 
anticipación en el website de la Iglesia 
www.saintthomascatholicchurch.org . Los esperamos.

Ministerio Hispano
Parroquia Santo Tomás Apóstol /Ministerio Hispano

Dirección: 272 King St. Crystal Lake,  IL. 60014  Teléfono: 815-455-5400  Línea Directa: 815-356-0860  Fax: 
815-455-2733

Coordinador: Reverendo William Tunarosa.  Atiende al Público: Miércoles y Jueves de 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Educación Religiosa: José Guimaray. Atención al Público: Jueves 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm y Sábados 1:00 pm – 7:00 pm 

Oficina del Ministerio Hispano-Atención al Público:  Lunes a Viernes 9:00 am - 4:30 pm

Nuevas circunstancias, nuevos retos, 
nuevas bendiciones y oportunidades. 
Gracias a todos los catequistas por su 
trabajo y sus talentos al servicio de la 
comunidad

https://www.saintthomascatholicchurch.org/quiero-atender-misa-en-espanol.html
https://www.saintthomascatholicchurch.org/quiero-atender-misa-en-espanol.html
https://www.saintthomascatholicchurch.org/quiero-atender-misa-en-espanol.html


Masses are by registration 
only
Click here to select Masses
7:30 am, 9:00, 10:30, 
12:00, & 5:30pm

Confession at Oak St. Church:
Monday - 5:00 - 6:00 pm
Saturday - 8:00 - 9:00 & 
3:00 -4:00 pm

St. Thomas Outreach:
469 Lake St., Crystal 
Lake, IL
815-455-1249
W, Sat. - 9:00-11:00 
Am

PARISH CENTER HOURS: M-Th 9-5 Fr 9-Noon

Parish Office:
272 King St.

Crystal Lake, IL
60014

815-455-5400

Oak St Church:
451 W Terra 

Cotta Ave.
Crystal Lake, IL

60014

Pre-School:
454 Lake St.

Crystal Lake,IL
60014

School:
265 King St.

Crystal Lake, IL
60014

815-459-0496

Pierson St 
Church

453 Pierson St.
Crystal Lake, IL

60014

Marion Central 
High School

Woodstock, IL
www.Marian.com
815-338-4220

Religious Education:   (815) 455-9787
Charlotte Kolodzik, Director
Christina Benkert, Secretary
Renee Lyons, Coordinator

Receptionists:   Ext: 406
Val DeLance, Renee Lyons,
Kris Noonan, Nancy Leibforth

Hispanic Ministry:                   (815) 356-0860
Reverend William Tunarosa, Parochial Vicar
Marissa Lopez, Hispanic Ministry Secretary
Jose Guimaray-jguimaray@stthomascl.church

Administrative Services: (815) 455-5400 
 Donna Kothera, Parish Secretary- Ext. 400
Patricia Roatch, Financial Secretary-Ext. 413
Melinda Popp, Financial Assistant/Bulletin Editor -Ext. 405

Music & Liturgy:
Sarah Wright, Music Director-Ext. 416
Meg Struttman, Administrative Assistant-Ext. 417

Young Adult & Youth Ministry:    (815) 455-9037
Anna Roche, High School Youth Minister
Maureen Sullivan, Secretary

St. Thomas School   (815) 459-0496
Gina Houston, Principal
Gina Ruffalo, Vice Principal
Michelle Boppart, Director of Development

St. Thomas Little Saints Preschool
Jennifer Gallien, Director

Little Christopher Resale 
Shoppe:
469 Lake St., Crystal 
Lake, IL
815-459-9442
Tues. 10:00 am - 1:00 pm, 
Th. 10:00 am - 3:00 pm,
Donations accepted Mon. 
9:00 - 11:00 am, 
Tues. 10:00 am - 1:00 pm, 
Th. 10:00 - 3:00 pm

Crystal Lake Food 
Pantry:
42 East St., Crystal 
Lake, IL
815-455-0961
M, W, F - 10:00 
am-2:00 pm
Th - 5:00 - 7:00 pm
Sat. - 9:00 am - Noon

Resources

Staff Locations

Front cover provided by the Camera Lady

http://www.stthomascl.church/attendmass





