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My dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

May Christ, the coming King, guide and strengthen you this week!
A few years ago, a distant cousin was inducted into the British Army.  I 
got to attend.  One of the songs that they sang was called “I vow to thee, 
my country!”  Those of you fellow Anglophiles will know that that is the 
favorite song of Diana, Princess of Wales.  Notice that the song never 
says WHICH country.  So, while singing the same song, I could think of 
our beloved United States, and some of my cousins were thinking of 
England, some of Ireland.  

Pastor’s Corner

The second verse, however, gets even more powerful.  It says “But 
there’s another country I heard of long ago/ Most dear to them that love 
her, most great to them that know./ We may not count her armies; we 
may not see her King!/ Her fortress is a faithful heart; her pride is 
suffering./ And soul, by soul, and silently, her shining bounds 
increase,/For her ways are ways of tenderness, and all her paths are 
peace.”
Today, we celebrate that the population of this country is increasing.  A 
number of seekers are now catechumens, which is just the Greek word 
for learners.  Jesus has mysteriously brought some adults to us, to share 
our Catholic Faith.  Soul by soul, and silently.  
At a former parish, my pastor was all excited about evangelization.  He 
insisted that every parishioner join him for a day, and knock on the 
doors of the homes of the neighborhood.  About a hundred assisted him 
in this endeavor (no small task).  And yet, I was in charge of RCIA that 
year.  Not a single extra convert from all that door-knocking!
In the same year, a man’s fiancee wanted to become Catholic through the 
example of her future husband.  She did.  The following year, her mother 
became Catholic, and the year after that, her father.  THAT is how we 
evangelize; soul by soul, and silently.
Your mission.  Who in your life needs Jesus? Start praying daily to that 
person’s guardian angel, and see what happens! 

Yours in the Heart of Christ,
Fr. Evans

PS: To all of those who have asked, Father Simon told me to tell you he can feel your 
prayers all the way in Nigeria, and is most grateful for them! 



Wednesday, December 2
7:00      +Conrad F. & Patricia Floeter
 +Mrs.  & Mrs. Francis J. Barciak, Sr.
Noon     Jose Rios Family, Special 
Intention

Thursday, December 3; St Francis 
Xavier
7:00      +Souls of the Faithful 
Departed
              +Mr. & Mrs. George S. Arnold
Noon    Msgr. Daniel Hermes, 
Special Intention
               +Sarah Filler

Monday, November 30; St. 
Andrew the Apostle
  7:00     +Harry Shepperton
Noon   +Iluminada Pascual Peling 
Ponsaran

Friday, December 4; St. John 
Damascene 
7:00     +Frances Wunderlin
Noon    +Donald Brinkman

Saturday, December 5
4:30  +Deceased Family & Friends of   
               Paul & Alina Cribb
              +Brian Berg

Sunday, December 6; 2nd Sunday 
of Advent
7:30     +Mary Cericola
               +Kim Brewer
9:00     +Thomas Stapleton
               +Michael Schuch
10:30    +John Adrowski
Noon    +Walter Polinski                  
5:30    The People of St. Thomas 
Parish, Living   and Deceased 

Please visit or call the Parish Center to schedule 
a Mass Intention

Mass Intention for the Week

Tuesday, December 1 
7:00      +Cesar Aseron
Noon    +Souls of the Faithful 
Departed

St. Andrew, also known as Andrew the Apostle, 
was a Christian Apostle and the older brother to St. 
Peter.In the Gospel of Matthew, it is said Jesus was 
walking along the shore of the Sea of Galilee and 
saw Andrew and Simon Peter fishing. It is then he 
asked the two to become disciples and "fishers of 
men.”In the Gospel of Luke, Andrew is not 
initially named. It describes Jesus using a boat, 
believed to be solely Simon's, to preach to the 
multitudes and catch a large amount of fish on a 
night that originally was dry. However, the Gospel 
of John tells a separate story, stating Andrew was a 
disciple of John the Baptist. When Jesus walked by 
one day, John the Baptist stated, "Behold, the 
Lamb of God!" It is then that Andrew and another 
made the decision to follow Jesus.Little else is said 
about Andrew in the Gospels, but it is believed 
Andrew was one of the closer disciples to Jesus. It 
was he who told Jesus about the boy with the 
loaves and fishes, according to John 6:8. Andrew 
was also present at the last supper. Per Christian 
tradition, Andrew went on to preach the Good 
News around the shores of the Black Sea and 
throughout what is now Greece and Turkey. 
Andrew was martyred by crucifixion in Patras. He 
was bound, rather than nailed, to a cross, as is 
described in the Acts of Andrew. He was crucified 
on a cross form known as an X-shaped cross 
Today this is commonly referred to as "St. 
Andrew's Cross." It is believed Andrew requested 
to be crucified this way, because he deemed 
himself "unworthy to be crucified on the same 
type of cross as Jesus."

CandlesAdoration

Wolf Family
Mantia Family
Blake Family



Celebrants: November 30,-December 4, 2020:
11/30 -7:00 am -Fr. Evans, Noon - Fr. Evans
12/1-7:00 am -Fr. Fitzpatrick, Noon -Fr. Evans
12/2-7:00 am -Fr. Evans, Noon - Fr. Fitzpatrick
12/3-7:00 am -Fr. Fitzpatrick, Noon-Fr. Fitzpatrick
12/4-7:00 am -Fr. Evans, Noon-Fr. Fitzpatrick

Sunday Masses:December 5-December 6, 2020
4:30 pm: Fr. Evans-Lector: Jeff Ladd, Sr.
7:30 am: Fr. Fitzpatrick-Lector: Bob Lohman
9:00 am: Fr. Fitzpatrick-Lector: Mike Jasinski
10:30 am: Fr.Fitzpatrick-Lector: Mike Winnecke
Noon: Fr.Evans-Lector:Judy Widenfeld
5:30 pm: Fr. Evans-Lector: Barb Ladd

Readings for the week of November 30, 2020
Sunday: Is 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7/Ps 80:2-3, 
15-16, 18-19 [4]/1 Cor 1:3-9/Mk 13:33-37
Monday: Rom 10:9-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [10]/Mt 
4:18-22
Tuesday: Is 11:1-10/ Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17 [cf. 
7]/Lk 10:21-24
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 
[6cd]/Mt 15:29-37
Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 
25-27a [26a]/Mt 7:21, 24-27
Friday: Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [1a]/Mt 
9:27-31
Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 
5-6 [cf. Is 30:18d]/Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8
Next Sunday: Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 
13-14 [8]/2 Pt 3:8-14/Mk 1:1-8

Readings of the Week

Please pray for the sick:

Please pray for the deceased
Karrie Miller

Weekend Collection

November 22, 2020:
Oak St. Church - $39,381.82 
Pierson St. Church - $2,055.00

https://www.saintthomascatholicchurch.org/online-eft-giving.html


Fresh cut Frasier and Canaan trees from 6-11 
feet.18, 24 & 36” Wreaths & Swags 

Hours: Monday-Friday 5-9pm Saturday 
9am-8pm Sunday 9am-7pm 

Masks and social distancing required. All 
profits donated to local charities. 

Today,  Sunday, November 29 
at the 9:00 am Mass, we 
celebrate the Rite of 
Welcoming with the 
Candidates in our R.C.I.A. 
Program. This Rite will be an 
opportunity for the 
Candidates to publicly declare 
for the first time their 
intention to continue their 
journey toward full initiation 
into the Catholic Church at 
Easter. Please join St. Thomas 
the Apostle Community in 
welcoming and 
congratulating them. The 
Candidates and their Sponsors 
will be attending the 9:00 am 
mass each week

Christmas Flower Donations
We are now accepting cash donations for 
Christmas Flowers for our Altar. The 
suggested donation is $10 or more. Please 
place in an envelope marked "Christmas 
Flower Donations 2020", by  December 27 
you can drop off in the collection basket at 
Mass or mail or drop off at the Parish Office, 
with your name and address. 
Thank you for your generosity and helping to 
make our Church beautiful during the 
Christmas Season!

Advent Reflections
“5 minutes with the 

word”
$1.00 

Word Among Us
$ 3.00

Available in the 
Narthex of Oak St 

Church



With these factors in mind, it was necessary to make some major adjustments 
to our parish Giving Tree for 2020. We have temporarily removed a few 
organizations that are receiving help from other donors. St. Catherine’s, the 
guild that organizes the Giving Tree each year will provide all the gifts to the 
three senior care centers; Crystal Pines, Fair Oaks and Family Alliance.

The remaining organizations listed below have asked for gift cards from 
specific retailers and/or checks which are listed with each organization 
description.

OTHER IMPORTANT REMINDERS

Giving Tree begins this THANKSGIVING WEEKEND and ends at noon on 
December 13th.

ALL Gift Cards and checks should be in the amount of $25 and placed in a 
sealed envelope

Gift Cards and Checks can be dropped off at:

OAK ST CHURCH in the baskets provided at the greeters table before all the 
weekend masses on the weekends of Dec 5/6 and 12/13 (except the 5:30 pm. 
Mass on 12/13) or At PIERSON ST. PARISH CENTER in the outside box 
beginning Saturday, November 28th until Friday December 11th.

We will be dividing the gift cards among the various organizations taking into 
account the number of gifts we usually provide. If you want your gift card to go 
a specific organization, please mark it on the envelope and we will do our best 
to honor your request.

The Rockford Diocese is following the state 
guidelines for your protection during the 
Covid 19 pandemic. For safety reasons, here 
at St. Thomas, we cannot put up the Giving 
Tree or have gifts dropped off at the Oak St. 
Church. We realize that fewer families are 
attending mass and some are experiencing 
their own financial difficulties.



CHART OF GIVING TREE ORGANIZATIONS

Franciscan Outreach- Soup Kitchen in Chicago (supported by our Secular 
Franciscans) WALMART or COSTCO Gift Cards/CHECKS TO Franciscan Outreach

Kateri Center is a ministry of the Archdiocese of Chicago serving the Native 
Indian American Catholics (supported by our St. Kateri Guild) 

WALMART/TARGET or KOHL’S Gift Cards

St. Thomas Outreach serves the needy in our community during Christmas and 
throughout the year. WALMART/TARGET/ALDI/GROCERY/GAS CARDS or 

CHECKS TO St. Thomas Outreach

Local families (screened through St. Thomas Outreach) in need receive 
Christmas gifts. WALMART/TARGET/KOHL’S/GROCERY/GAS CARDS

Hispanic Ministry (Pierson St.) Parish gives aid to the needy in their community. 
WALMART/TARGET/GROCERY/GAS CARDS

Turning Point offers counseling and shelter to victims of domestic violence. 
HOME IMPROVEMENT/CLOTHING/HOUSEWARES/GENERAL RETAIL/FAST 

FOOD/GROCERY/GAS Gift Cards

Big Brothers Big Sisters of McHenry County provides adult role models for 
at-risk. FAST FOOD/CLOTHING/GENERAL RETAIL/GAS Gift Cards

First Way Life Center provides emotional and financial support for girls and 
women in crisis pregnancies. TARGET/WALMART or CHECKS to First Way Life 

Center

Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Rockford- We provide Christmas presents for 
children of low income families. WALMART/TARGET Gift Cards



 EDUCATION

Christmas Wafer (Oplatek)
Is available in a limited amount at 
the Parish Center 272 King St, 
starting December 1, 2020
Cost : $ 2.00

 
It’s time to start a new month already!  That means we will have a new virtue to add to our 
growing list.  Throughout the month of December we will concentrate on the virtue of 
Generosity, which can be defined as giving without counting the cost. Some great models of 
generosity in the Catholic tradition are St. Nicholas, St. Mary Magdalene and St. Maximilian 
Kolbe. Join us in developing the virtue of generosity this month.
 
Happy New Year!  Yes, I said New Year!  We begin a new liturgical year today.  Advent is the 
start of the new church year.  It is a time of waiting and preparing for the coming of the Christ.
It’s time to put out your advent wreath or even have your children make one. The focus this 
first week of Advent is on HOPE.

Congratulations to all our students that 
made their First Reconciliation 
throughout the month of November.  
They did a great job on their First 
Reconciliation with the Father.
Just as the prodigal son, when he 
returned to the father...God put a ring 
on their finger!  He wants to welcome 
you back with open arms and put a ring 
on your finger too. Congratulations to 
all on taking the next step in your faith 
journey!

Just a reminder:

The reception of Holy Communion on the tongue and in the hand are both 
acceptable forms of receiving. Covid-19 Diocesan guidelines states that 
when reception on the tongue is done, because of the proximity of the 
minister's hand to the mouth of the communicant, the minister must 
sanitize after the Communion on the tongue of each person or family. At 
St. Thomas only our Priests give communion on the tongue and we ask if 
you prefer to receive this way you sit in the main aisle in front of the 
presider’s chair. 



You are at the eye doctor and it’s time for the peripheral vision test. You know the one. It’s where you 
put your head up to a contraption and have to click a switch every time you see a squiggly line. If you 
don’t concentrate and maintain optimal focus, you will miss them and skew the outcome of the test. 
You can easily find yourself with a diagnosis that really isn’t accurate! Concentration and focus are 
key to succeeding with this evaluation. They are also key to developing a healthy, vibrant spiritual 
life. If we do not bring our full consciousness to the task, concentrate with all our might, be watchful 
and vigilant, we are not going to see God’s loving presence flashing before our eyes!

That’s why we need Advent. Let’s face it. We can easily get distracted, focus on nonessential and 
superficial things and lose touch with what really matters. Our attentions wander. We daydream and 
even become a bit overwhelmed and tired. All of the stresses and demands of life consume us and we 
find ourselves constantly trying to play catch up rather than relishing the moment of the now. 
“Now” moments are so fleeting. They flash before us like those squiggly lines on a screen. Present 
moments go as quickly as they come but it is important to discover them and rest in them as often as 
we can. Though gone in a flash, these now moments of encounter with God teach powerful lessons 
and offer a grounding in truth that can be found nowhere else. It’s the grace of Advent to become 
watchful and attentive because we are never sure when God will surprise us.

God loves surprises and love thrives on them! God’s now moments of surprises come as tender 
instants of intimate connection where I find profound peace, experience joy, and rest in love. These 
are Advent times reflective of the now moments when Christ first was born, when God surprises us 
during every time we care to watch and when the great surprise of Christ’s second coming dawns 
upon us all. But, to discover the grandeur and experience the awe of these now times, we have to be 
ready. We have to want to be there. We have to believe. And, we have to have the desire to soak in as 
much as we can in the time we have before us. ©LPi

HOLY DAY OF 
OBLIGATION 

DECEMBER 8, 2020

December 7, 6pm Vigil
December 8, 7am, 

12pm & 7pm



ST. THOMAS SCHOOL www.stthomascl.org

LITTLE SAINTS 
   PRESCHOOL
(815) 459-0496 Ext 239

Eighth  Grade with Mrs. Bingham

As part of their study of the early 
Church, eighth graders at St. Thomas 
the Apostle School researched the 
twelve apostles. Each student created 
a Google Slides presentation on a 
particular apostle and shared it with 
the class. In addition, students 
illustrated the apostle’s symbol for a 
building display. 

The Little Saints Preschoolers 
enjoyed making watercolor turkey 
crafts and table placements in 
preparation for the Thanksgiving 
holiday.  The children learned about 
gratitude and giving back to those in 
need.  May God bless all our families 
today and always



Masses are by registration 
only
Click here to select Masses
7:30 am, 9:00, 10:30, 
12:00, & 5:30pm

Confession at Oak St. Church:
Monday - 5:00 - 6:00 pm
Saturday - 8:00 - 9:00 & 
3:00 -4:00 pm

St. Thomas Outreach:
469 Lake St., Crystal 
Lake, IL
815-455-1249
Please call for an 
appointment

PARISH CENTER HOURS: M-Th 9-5 Fr 9-Noon

Parish Office:
272 King St.

Crystal Lake, IL
60014

815-455-5400

Oak St Church:
451 W Terra 

Cotta Ave.
Crystal Lake, IL

60014

Pre-School:
454 Lake St.

Crystal Lake,IL
60014

School:
265 King St.

Crystal Lake, IL
60014

815-459-0496

Pierson St 
Church

453 Pierson St.
Crystal Lake, IL

60014

Marion Central 
High School

Woodstock, IL
www.Marian.com
815-338-4220

Religious Education:   (815) 455-9787
Charlotte Kolodzik, Director
Christina Benkert, Secretary
Renee Lyons, Coordinator

Receptionists:   Ext: 406
Val DeLance, Renee Lyons,
Kris Noonan, Nancy Leibforth

Hispanic Ministry:                   (815) 356-0860
Reverend William Tunarosa, Parochial Vicar
Marissa Lopez, Hispanic Ministry Secretary
Jose Guimaray-jguimaray@stthomascl.church

Administrative Services: (815) 455-5400 
Donna Kothera, Parish Secretary- Ext. 400
Patricia Roatch, Financial Secretary-Ext. 413
Melinda Popp, Financial Assistant/Bulletin Editor -Ext. 405

Music & Liturgy:
Sarah Wright, Music Director-Ext. 416
Meg Struttman, Administrative Assistant-Ext. 417

Young Adult & Youth Ministry:    (815) 455-9037
Anna Roche, High School Youth Minister
Maureen Sullivan, Secretary

St. Thomas School   (815) 459-0496
Gina Houston, Principal
Gina Ruffalo, Vice Principal
Michelle Boppart, Director of Development

St. Thomas Little Saints Preschool
Jennifer Gallien, Director

Little Christopher Resale 
Shoppe:
469 Lake St., Crystal 
Lake, IL
815-459-9442
Tues. 10:00 am - 1:00 pm, 
Th. 10:00 am - 3:00 pm,
Donations accepted Mon. 
9:00 - 11:00 am, 
Tues. 10:00 am - 1:00 pm, 
Th. 10:00 - 3:00 pm

Crystal Lake Food 
Pantry:
42 East St., Crystal 
Lake, IL
815-455-0961
M, W, F - 10:00 
am-2:00 pm
Th - 5:00 - 7:00 pm
Sat. - 9:00 am - Noon

Resources

Staff
Locations

www.stthomascl.flocknote.com

www.instagram.com/st.thomascl www..stthomascl.church

www.facebook.com/saintthomascl

Front cover photo courtesy of 
A. Svigelj

http://www.stthomascl.church/attendmass
https://www.instagram.com/st.thomascl/
https://www.saintthomascatholicchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SaintThomasCL/


29 de noviembre de 2020     1er Domingo de Adviento
¡Adviento es estar preparados! Hoy damos comienzo a un nuevo año litúrgico. Cabe, pues, decir a todos ustedes, ¡Feliz 
Año Nuevo! Si, ojalá sea nuevo en nuestra forma de vivir y de esperar. Todo ha cambiado en este 2020. Nada es igual 
en la familia y en la sociedad. Ahora debemos cuidarnos más, y estar listos para tanto cambio lleva tiempo, pero es 
bueno prevenir para no enfermarnos. El virus tomó a muchos desprevenidos, su sufrimiento y muerte ayudó a otros a 
prepararse, a poner cuidado. Usar la mascarilla, lavarse las manos, tomar precauciones de distancia es vivir este 
Adviento vigilando y manteniendo la esperanza.
Damos comienzo al Evangelio de Marcos, comienza el ciclo “B”. Nos habla de un hombre que se va al extranjero y 
deja instrucciones y diferentes responsabilidades a sus sirvientes. Marcos, en este ciclo y Mateo, en el año que 
termina, hablan de velar porque no se sabe cuándo llegará el momento. Sin embargo, Marcos sitúa el retorno del 
Señor durante la noche. Recordemos que parte de la audiencia de Marcos eran los romanos. Por eso menciona cuatro 
vigilias---al atardecer, a media noche, al canto del gallo, o de madrugada. Esto quiere decir, estar despiertos siempre 
sin bajar la guardia, velando. Velar, quiere decir estar despierto mientras otros duermen. Ojalá, que al encender la 
corona de Adviento en la parroquia y en casa, nos esforcemos por tener presente el deseo de que brille la luz del Señor 
y nos salve. Que crezca en nosotros la actitud de vigilancia por el hermano y hermana que sufre. ¿Qué haré en este 
Adviento para estar atento a lo que Dios me pide? ©LPi

Queridos hermanos y hermanas, para poder asistir a misa, 
por favor, no olviden registrarse con tiempo de 
anticipación en el website de la Iglesia 
www.saintthomascatholicchurch.org . Los esperamos.

Ministerio Hispano
Parroquia Santo Tomás Apóstol /Ministerio Hispano

Dirección: 272 King St. Crystal Lake,  IL. 60014  Teléfono: 815-455-5400  Línea Directa: 815-356-0860  Fax: 
815-455-2733

Coordinador: Reverendo William Tunarosa.  Atiende al Público: Miércoles y Jueves de 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Educación Religiosa: José Guimaray. Atención al Público: Jueves 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm y Sábados 1:00 pm – 7:00 pm 

Oficina del Ministerio Hispano-Atención al Público:  Lunes a Viernes 9:00 am - 4:30 pm

https://www.saintthomascatholicchurch.org/quiero-atender-misa-en-espanol.html
https://www.saintthomascatholicchurch.org/quiero-atender-misa-en-espanol.html
https://www.saintthomascatholicchurch.org/quiero-atender-misa-en-espanol.html





