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My dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
May Christ, the coming King, guide and strengthen you 
this week!
Christ has come, in history; He will come again, in 
majesty.  But He comes to us now, at many times, in 
mystery.  A woman, devoted to the service of the poor, 
was asked, “Why do you spend a whole hour each day, 
just sitting in front of the tabernacle?” She answered 
that, if she can see Jesus in a tiny white Host; then it 
becomes easier to see and serve Him in the poor.  

     Pastor’s Corner

How has Christ come in your life? Was there a time where He was there, 
but you did not recognize Him?  We know He is present in the 
sacraments and prayer, but what about the mundane events of life? 
Where is it hardest to see Christ’s presence? 
I was meeting with a monk in his office at Marmion Academy.  At one 
point he said, “Oh! God’s voice!” It was the classroom bell; he had to 
teach.  I’ll admit it’s sometimes hard to hear God’s voice when the 
rectory phone rings at 2am when a parishioner is dying, but Christ 
calls/comes, in mystery. 
These little comings prepare us for “the big one,” the one at the end of 
our lives.  There’s a reason most Catholics are buried with a rosary in 
hand; “now and at the hour of our death. Amen!” Some have said, those 
are the two most important moments ever, now and at the hour of our 
death.  
Let us prepare for Christmas by remembering and being aware of 
Christ’s comings: in history, in mystery, and in majesty!

In Christ,
Fr. Evans 

Mission Statement
We are a Catholic family, living our awareness of 

Christ’s presence through worship, service, 
evangelization & community for the benefit of all.



Monday, December 21; St. Peter 
Canisius
7:00        +George Gregus
Noon      +Donald Brinckman
     
                

Friday, December 25
7:30     +Gene Baseggio
9:00     +Zofia Bylina
               +Guy Kolberg
10:30    +John & Mary Sullivan
               +Jim O’Hagan
12:00    The People of St. Thomas Parish,      
Living & Deceased

Saturday, December 26; St Stephen 
the first Martyr
4:30        +Carole Mantia
                 +Joseph Scotillo    

Sunday, December 27; Holy Family
7:30      +Patricia Floeter
9:00     +Jeffrey Dzien
10:30    +Bob DeFiore
Noon    The People of St. Thomas Parish,         
Living and Deceased        
5:30       +Beverly Conley

Please visit or call the Parish Center to schedule a 
Mass Intention

Mass Intention for the Week

Tuesday, December 22 
7:00        Frances M. Barciak, Special Intention
Noon      +Michael James Rowell
                  +Anton Mlinarich
 

Today marks the end of the Advent season and the 
beginning of the Christmas season. We have lighted four 
candles these past four weeks and asked God to help us be 
present to our neighbors and friends. Now in the Christmas 
season we are called to be Christ in the flesh to our world.

Let us pray...

God, you became human through the obedience of a simple 
young woman named Mary. Mary is our model of 
faith.May we be faithful to your word as Mary was.Give us 
the courage to face each day with the yes that Mary gave to 
you.We ask this through the incarnate God,who comes to 
us again during this Christmas season.

Amen.

CandlesAdoration

Brockhaus Family
Daya Family
Luehrs Family
Leibforth Family

Wednesday, December 23; St. John 
of Kanty
7:00        Francis J. Barciak, III, Special 
Intention
Noon      +Ann & Ben Abraham
                 +Norma McPherron

Thursday, December 24
4:00        +Joseph & Kevin Kowasz
                   +Mary Sherwood
6:00         +Judy Fues
7:30          +Frank Moczulewski
Midnight   +Joan Robaczewski
               Chester Robaczewski,Special Intention               
                Moran Family, Special Intention
 

Parish 
Center 
Closed

Parish 
Center 
Closed

No 8am or 
3pm 
Confessions



Celebrants: December 21,-December 25, 2020:
12/21-7:00 am -Fr. Evans, Noon - Fr. Evans 
12/22-7:00 am -Fr. Fitzpatrick, Noon -Fr. Fitzpatrick 
12/23-7:00 am -Fr. Evans, Noon - Fr. Fitzpatrick
12/24-4:00 pm -Fr. Fitzpatrick, 6:00 pm-Fr. Fitzpatrick, 
               7:30 pm-Fr. Evans, Midnight- Fr Simon
12/25-7:30 am -Fr. Evans, 9:00 am -Fr. Evans,          
              10:30 am- Fr Simon, 12:00 pm- Fr Simon

Sunday Masses: December 26-December 27, 2020
4:30 pm: Fr. Fitzpatrick-Lector:John Stefani
7:30 am: Fr. Fitzpatrick-Lector: Gina Houston
9:00 am: Fr. Evans-Lector: Tad Walters
10:30 am: Fr.Evans-Lector: Jeff Ladd, Sr.
Noon: Fr.Simon-Lector: Judy Widenfeld
5:30 pm: Fr. Simon-Lector: Cindy Milone

Readings for the week of December 20, 2020
Sunday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 
4-5, 27, 29 [2a]/Rom 16:25-27/Lk 1:26-38
Monday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33:2-3, 
11-12, 20-21 [1a; 3a]/Lk 1:39-45
Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:24-28/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 
8abcd]/Lk 1:46-56
Wednesday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 
10 and 14 [cf. Lk 21:28]/Lk 1:57-66
Thursday: Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 
16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29 [2]/Lk 1:67-79
Friday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29 
[2a]/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25. 
Night: Is 9:1-6/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13 [Lk 
2:11]/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14. Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ps 
97:1, 6, 11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20. Day: Is 
52:7-10/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6 [3c]/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 
1:1-18 or Jn 1:1-5, 9-14
Saturday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 
and 8ab, 16bc and 17 [6]/Mt 10:17-22
Next Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6; 
21:1-3/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 1] or Ps 105:1-2, 
3-4, 5-6, 8-9 [7a, 8a]/Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 or 
Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19/Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22, 39-40

Readings of the Week

Please pray for the sick:

Please pray for the deceased
Beatrice Valus

Weekend Collection

December 13, 2020:
Oak St. Church - $ 40,975.37
Pierson St. Church - $1,410.00



Christmas Flower Donations
We are now accepting cash donations for 

Christmas Flowers for our Altar. The suggested 
donation is $10 or more. Please place in an 

envelope marked "Christmas Flower Donations 
2020", by  December 27 you can drop off in the 
collection basket at Mass or mail or drop off at 
the Parish Office, with your name and address. 
Thank you for your generosity and helping to 

make our Church beautiful during the Christmas 
Season!

"Members from the St. Thomas 

Music Ministry present:

A Virtual Christmas Recital

December 22nd - posted at 7pm 

The recital can be accessed on 

the parish website."

Live Streaming -- Christmas Eve 6:00 pm evening Mass
As you may know, the pews in our Oak St. Church are different lengths in size. This 
has created a unique situation. During Covid-19, we can only use every other pew 
and people need to sit six feet apart in the pews. That means some pews can only 
have one person, while the ones in the back may accommodate a family who does 
not need to social distance. Out of the approximate 94 pews, we can only use 45. 
We cannot use the chairs behind the altar as well.
Thank you for your kind cooperation and understanding in not being able to attend 
Christmas Masses due to these restrictions. We wish we could accommodate 
everyone at this time, but we cannot.
We will be live-streaming the 6:00 pm Christmas Eve Mass on Thursday, 
December 24. Please go on our Parish webpage/or YouTube to view this Mass. Our 
policy here at St. Thomas the Apostle Parish is to have everyone registered for each 
Mass. We do appreciate your cooperation and understanding. Hopefully, next 
Christmas we can have the Church full. However, this Christmas we have to adhere 
to the restrictions that are in place. In the meantime, thank you for your prayers.
Blessed Christmas to you and all your families and loved ones. May this Christmas 
find us closer than ever to our Lord Jesus Christ.



Pray with us!

Join us for the Rosary!
On Wednesday and Friday mornings at 7am start your 
day off with the Rosary before class.

Join us for the Chaplet!
Mon-Thurs afternoons at 3pm join us via Zoom to 
pray the Chaplet of Divine Mercy

Email aroche@stthomascl.church if you’d like the 
link to join! 

Rosary - Wed & Fri @7am  chaplet - Mon-Thurs@3pm
Zoom meeting       Grades 6-12

YM Game Nights!

Join us Monday nights starting 12/14 for Virtual HS 
Game Night at 6pm! More information coming soon.

Join us Thursday nights starting 12/17 for Virtual JH 
Game Night at 6pm! More info coming soon.

For more info go to stthomascl.church/ym or contact 
Anna Roche at aroche@stthomascl.church

HS - Mondays @6pm  JH - Thursdays @6pm
Via Zoom meeting

HS Hangout: Movie Edition

High Schoolers! Join us Tuesday afternoons for 
HS Hangout again! We will be resuming HS 
Hangout with Watch Parties, you’ll get a link to 
join a Watch Party so we can all hangout and 
watch movies together! Get excited for a new 
movie every week!
Bring your own coffee, snacks, blanket, pillow, 
etc...
**starting Tuesday, Dec. 15th**

Contact Anna Roche at 
aroche@stthomascl.church for more 
information 

Tuesdays 3:30-5pm   Grades 9-12
Via Watch Party

Send us Prayer Requests
We want to pray for you! 
If you go to www.stthomascl.church/pray you 
can submit an anonymous prayer request and 
we will be praying for you and your intentions 
everyday at 7am and 3pm!

Go to stthomascl.church OR contact Anna Roche 
at aroche@stthomascl.church for more 
information. 

Everyday! Anyone can 
submit prayer requests

Youth
Ministry

http://www.stthomascl.church/pray


Pope Francis said he was establishing the year so that “every member of  the faithf ul, following his 
example, may strengthen their life of  faith daily in the complete f ulfillment of  God’s will.”In making his 
declaration, Pope Francis noted that this year marks the 150th anniversary of  the saint’s proclamation as 
patron of  the Universal Church by Pope Pius IX on Dec. 8, 1870. Pope Francis said the coronavirus 
pandemic has heightened his desire to reflect on St. Joseph, as so many people during the pandemic have 
made hidden sacrifices to protect others, just as St. Joseph quietly protected and cared for Mary and 
Jesus.“Each of  us can discover in Joseph -- the man who goes unnoticed, a daily, discreet and hidden 
presence -- an intercessor, a support and a guide in times of  trouble,” the pope wrote.He also said he 
wanted to highlight St. Joseph’s role as a father who served his family with charity and humility, adding, 
“Our world today needs fathers.”As Catholics pray and reflect on the life of  St. Joseph throughout the 
coming year, they also have opportunities to gain a plenary indulgence, or remission of  all temporal 
punishment due to sin. An indulgence can be applied to oneself  or to a soul in Purgatory.An indulgence 
requires a specific act, defined by the Church, as well as sacramental confession, Eucharistic Communion, 
prayer for the pope’s intentions, and f ull detachment from sin. Special indulgences during the Year of  St. 
Joseph can be received through more than a dozen different prayers and actions, including praying for 
the unemployed, entrusting one’s daily work to St. Joseph, performing a corporal or spiritual work of 
mercy, or meditating for at least 30 minutes on the Lord’s Prayer.     *From the Catholic News Agency

Knights of Columbus # 
3880 Blood Drive 
 Saturday Jan 9th
 7:30 AM to 1:30 PM
 CLICK HERE to schedule an 
appointment to save lives at 
our blood drive.   Donors can 
also call or text Versiti 
Representative, Carrie at 
(815) 271-2910
 

The Members of St. Catherine of 
Sienna Guild would like to thank 
the parish community for their 
generosity for the giving tree. 
Our parish contributed 
thousands of dollars in gift cards 
and checks to the charities in our 
local community and county. A 
very special thank you to the 
parish staff for the extra special 
help. We have such and amazing 
parish! Again thanks to all of 
those generous contributors.

Jill Kratochvil & St. Catherine of 
Sienna Guild

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/fifteen-ways-to-gain-an-indulgence-in-the-year-of-st-joseph-81304
https://donate.illinois.versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/5579496


ST. THOMAS SCHOOL www.stthomascl.org

 EDUCATION

The fourth week of Advent...this week our focus is on Love.  All the 
candles on our wreath are now lit.  We wait in eager anticipation for 
the coming of the Messiah.  Where will we find him? Have we made 
room for him in the Inn of our hearts? 
Thank you to everyone in our faith community who showed that we 
are working hard to develop the virtue of generosity here at St. 
Thomas. Together we were able to assist 15 families in need of some 
hope this holiday season through our Ho! Ho! Hope for the 
Holidays! school/church partnership. There were some tears on 
both sides of the giving and receiving but there were many more 
grateful smiles. Thank you for all the love that you put into your 
giving.  Thank you for including your children in the process of 
giving...so that they know the true spirit of Christmas is in the 
giving! Please continue to pray for these families as they enter a 
new year with renewed Hope! God is good! Amen? AMEN!

Char Kolodzik, Religious Education Director

Emergency Aid for Private Schools
Congress is drafting COVID-19 disaster relief legislation that includes funding for K-12 
schools. We need your help to ensure that private schools are included.
Private schools have stepped up to the plate this fall, educating kids in person, 
oftentimes spending considerable amounts of money to make their classrooms safe.
Nonetheless, the pandemic has led to over 150 private school closures nationwide. 
Many more private schools report financial uncertainty moving forward.
Private school parents are taxpayers too, their children's schools should be part of 
whatever K-12 relief Congress ultimately passes.
http://action.capenet.org/ctas/emergency-aid-private-schools/letter/duplicate

http://action.capenet.org/ctas/emergency-aid-private-schools/letter/duplicate


LITTLE SAINTS 

   PRESCHOOL
(815) 459-0496 Ext 239

“ Every mother, when she picks up the young life that has been born to 
her, looks up to the heavens to thank God for the gift which made the 
world young again. But here was a mother, a Madonna, that did not look 
up. She looked down to Heaven, for this was Heaven in her arms.” 
Archbishop Fulton Sheen

From our beloved Little Saints Preschool family to yours, we wish you a 
Merry Christmas and Blessed New Year. 





Masses are by registration only
Click here to select Masses
7:30 am, 9:00, 10:30, 12:00, & 
5:30pm

Confession at Oak St. Church:
Monday - 5:00 - 6:00 pm
Saturday - 8:00 - 9:00 & 
3:00 -4:00 pm

St. Thomas Outreach:
469 Lake St., Crystal 
Lake, IL
815-455-1249
Please call for an 
appointment

PARISH CENTER HOURS: M-Th 9-5 Fr 9-Noon

Parish Office:
272 King St.

Crystal Lake, IL
60014

815-455-5400

Oak St Church:
451 W Terra 

Cotta Ave.
Crystal Lake, IL

60014

Pre-School:
454 Lake St.

Crystal Lake,IL
60014

School:
265 King St.

Crystal Lake, IL
60014

815-459-0496

Pierson St 
Church

453 Pierson St.
Crystal Lake, IL

60014

Marian Central 
High School

Woodstock, IL
www.Marian.com
815-338-4220

Religious Education:   (815) 455-9787
Charlotte Kolodzik, Director
Christina Benkert, Secretary
Renee Lyons, Coordinator

Receptionists:   Ext: 406
Val DeLance, Renee Lyons,
Kris Noonan, Nancy Leibforth

Hispanic Ministry:                   (815) 356-0860
Reverend William Tunarosa, Parochial Vicar
Marissa Lopez, Hispanic Ministry Secretary
Jose Guimaray-  jguimaray@stthomascl.church

Administrative Services: (815) 455-5400 
Donna Kothera, Parish Secretary- Ext. 400
Patricia Roatch, Financial Secretary-Ext. 413
Melinda Popp, Financial Assistant/Bulletin Editor -Ext. 405

Music & Liturgy:
Sarah Wright, Music Director-Ext. 416
Meg Struttman, Administrative Assistant-Ext. 417

Young Adult & Youth Ministry:    (815) 455-9037
Anna Roche, High School Youth Minister
Maureen Sullivan, Secretary

St. Thomas School   (815) 459-0496
Gina Houston, Principal
Gina Ruffalo, Vice Principal
Michelle Boppart, Director of Development

St. Thomas Little Saints Preschool
Jennifer Gallien, Director

Little Christopher Resale 
Shoppe:
469 Lake St., Crystal 
Lake, IL
815-459-9442
Tues. 10:00 am - 1:00 pm, 
Th. 10:00 am - 3:00 pm,
Donations accepted Mon. 
9:00 - 11:00 am, 
Tues. 10:00 am - 1:00 pm, 
Th. 10:00 - 3:00 pm

Crystal Lake Food 
Pantry:
42 East St., Crystal 
Lake, IL
815-455-0961
M, W, F - 10:00 
am-2:00 pm
Th - 5:00 - 7:00 pm
Sat. - 9:00 am - Noon

Resources

Staff
Locations

www.stthomascl.flocknote.com

www.instagram.com/st.thomascl www..stthomascl.church

www.facebook.com/saintthomascl

http://www.stthomascl.church/attendmass
https://www.instagram.com/st.thomascl/
https://www.saintthomascatholicchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SaintThomasCL/


                                          20 de diciembre de 2020      4º Domingo de Adviento
La Primera Lectura nos dice que David deseaba construir un templo de cedro a Dios, pero por medio 
del profeta Natán, Dios le dice que no quiere que se le construya un templo. Las intenciones de David 
eran buenas, pero, encerrar a Dios en un templo no era el plan de Dios para la humanidad. Su plan 
perfecto era la Encarnación del mismo Dios en María. Es decir, Dios afuera. Dios en todos, en cada 
ser humano. Nosotros somos el templo de Dios; Él desea morar en cada persona. ¡No en un templo, 
no en la parroquia! Dios está vivo, se mueve en cada ser humano.
María, es el mejor templo escogido por Dios, humilde, sencillo y lleno de amor para el Hijo de Dios. 
Con su “Sí” ella se entrega toda a él. Ahora, nosotros al rezar el santo rosario afirmamos lo que 
María es para Dios y para nosotros. Ella es arca de la alianza, puerta del cielo y estrella de la mañana. 
En resumen: las lecturas de hoy, nos invitan a ver tres puntos claves donde Dios muestra su 
presencia. 1. Cuando Natán va a casa de David. 2. Cuando el arcángel Gabriel va a casa de María. 3. Y 
cuando San Pablo dice: “¡A Dios, el único sabio, por medio de Cristo Jesús, a él sea la Gloria por 
siempre ¡Amén”! (Romanos 16:27). El punto 4, nos toca a cada uno de nosotros, ya sabemos que 
María es luz que irradia a Cristo en esta Navidad, es un misterio gozoso el ser Madre de Dios. 
Entonces, ¿Dónde llevare la luz de Dios que habita en mí? ¿Qué tipo de arreglos necesita el templo de 
mi persona para que Dios nazca en él?
©LP

Queridos hermanos y hermanas, para poder asistir a misa, 
por favor, no olviden registrarse con tiempo de 
anticipación en el website de la Iglesia 
www.saintthomascatholicchurch.org . Los esperamos.

Ministerio Hispano
Parroquia Santo Tomás Apóstol /Ministerio Hispano

Dirección: 272 King St. Crystal Lake,  IL. 60014  Teléfono: 815-455-5400  Línea Directa: 815-356-0860  Fax: 
815-455-2733

Coordinador: Reverendo William Tunarosa.  Atiende al Público: Miércoles y Jueves de 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Educación Religiosa: José Guimaray. Atención al Público: Jueves 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm y Sábados 1:00 pm – 7:00 pm 

Oficina del Ministerio Hispano-Atención al Público:  Lunes a Viernes 9:00 am - 4:30 pm

https://www.saintthomascatholicchurch.org/quiero-atender-misa-en-espanol.html
https://www.saintthomascatholicchurch.org/quiero-atender-misa-en-espanol.html
https://www.saintthomascatholicchurch.org/quiero-atender-misa-en-espanol.html





