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My dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
May Christ guide and strengthen you this week!
Happy Scripture Sunday!! Thanks so much to our Holy Father Pope Francis 
for instituting this feast day!  One of his predecessors, Pope Pius XI (Ratti), 
reminded us that “people are instructed in the truths of faith, and brought 
to appreciate the inner joys of religion far more effectually by the annual 
celebration of our sacred mysteries than by any official pronouncement of 
the teaching of the Church. 

Such pronouncements usually reach only a few and the more learned among the faithful; feasts 
reach them all; the former speak but once, the latter speak every year - in fact, forever. The 
church's teaching affects the mind primarily; her feasts affect both mind and heart, and have a 
salutary effect upon the whole of man's nature. Man is composed of body and soul, and he needs 
these external festivities so that the sacred rites, in all their beauty and variety, may stimulate 
him to drink more deeply of the fountain of God's teaching, that he may make it a part of 
himself, and use it with profit for his spiritual life” (Quas Primas 21).  An annual celebration is 
more effective than a mere letter.  When I mentioned this feast day to some staff members, I 
was asked, “But, Father, isn’t every Sunday, even every day, supposed to be a Scripture day?” Of 
course they are!  But sometimes we need an examination, hopefully with some good resolutions.  
For example, on October 2nd, feast of our guardian angels, I consider how I have honored my 
guardian angel and asked his help this past year. I try to get that devotion back “up to snuff.” 
Not that I don’t honor/invoke my guardian angel every day, but I fear, without the annual 
reminder of a feast, my remembrance of him would get gradually worse and worse as the years 
unfold.  
So, let’s take a look at our use of sacred scripture has been up to today.  Before we go further, 
please let me add a disclaimer.  My vocation is not yours; yours is not mine.  I do my best to 
spend an hour or two a day studying the holy books.  If you have the time and the ability to do 
that, feel free. Otherwise, what does Christ and His Church expect of you in this department? 
Vatican II reminded us that “The sacred synod also earnestly and especially urges all the 
Christian faithful … to learn by frequent reading of the divine Scriptures the "excellent 
knowledge of Jesus Christ" (Phil. 3:8)” (Dei Verbum 25). We can assume that “frequent” means 
at least daily, even if only a verse or two.  And this teaching is not new. St. Jerome in the 300s 
urged a mother to teach her daughter to read, so that she could read sacred scripture. (Of 
course, his letter to a mother was much more gentle than his letter to a priest on the same 
subject.  He accused the priest of laziness for not reading scripture daily…).  
Some of you told me how much you enjoyed reading the Book of Judith last week.  Your 
assignment this week: the Book of Tobit.  Hint: a diabolically-possessed fish makes an 
appearance.  Can’t make this stuff up!
Until next week, know that I remain
Yours in the Heart of Christ,
Fr. Evans

PS: Thanks again for your patience as we continue to move toward greater freedom from COVID. 
Things take time, but, thanks be to God, we are moving in the right direction!!



Here are links to our online enrollment page:
 

1. Recurring Collections: 
https://membership.faithdirect.net/enroll/IL1116

2. One-time payment options: 
https://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/IL1116

3. Home page: https://membership.faithdirect.net/IL1116

https://membership.faithdirect.net/enroll/IL1116
https://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/IL1116


7:00      +Mr. & Mrs. Peter F. Barciak
                +Souls of the Faithful Departed
Noon     Barry Fues, Special Intention

 4:30      Bob & Carolyn Grzelewski, Special 
Intention

7:30      +Ray Hefertepe 
               +Souls of the Faithful Departed    
9:00     +Mary Virginia Vosberg
               +Kenneth Mueller
10:30     +Julie Kulkulka  
Noon    Sarah Moran, Special Intention
               +Harry Pettengill
5:30      The People of St. Thomas Parish, 
Living & Deceased

Mass Intention for the Week

  7:00       +Phyllis Strzepa
                  +Paul Cribb
Noon      +Henry Pawelski              

7:00       +Milton Bunker
Noon     +Marie Bloomquist
                +James McTague

     
                

Saint Paul is undoubtedly one of the most 
important figures in the history of the 
Western world. Just a quick look at the 
headlines of his life are enough to 
understand his impact; his works are 
some of the earliest Christian documents 
that we have, 13 of the 27 books of the 
bible are written by him, and he's the 
hero of another, Acts of the Apostles. 
Famously converted on the road to 
Damascus, he travelled tens of thousands 
of miles around the Mediterranean 
spreading the word of Jesus and it was 
Paul who came up with the doctrine that 
would turn Christianity from a small sect 
of Judaism into a worldwide faith that 
was open to all.The one thing most 
people do know about St Paul is that he 
underwent a dramatic conversion on the 
road to Damascus. Precisely what 
happened has been hard to determine as 
the accounts in Acts and the letters differ 
on the details. For example, when St Paul 
talks about his conversion he makes no 
mention of a journey from Jerusalem to 
Damascus. But behind the paradoxes and 
the puzzles, there are fascinating 
glimpses of the man. Reading Paul's 
letters and Acts of the Apostles we learn 
that Paul was born in Tarsus, in modern 
day Eastern Turkey, he was a tent maker 
by trade, was an avid student under the 
top Jewish teacher in Jerusalem and was 
also a Roman citizen. Here is a man who 
worked with his hands but wrote with the 
grace of a Greek philosopher; a Jewish 
zealot who nevertheless enjoyed the 
rights of citizenship in the world's 
greatest empire.Paul wrote some of the 
most beautiful and important passages in 
the whole of the Bible. In the final 
analysis, Paul was the first great 
Christian theologian, establishing some 
of the building blocks of the faith that we 
now take for granted, though there are 
those who argue that in laying out these 
ground rules, Paul has obscured and 
separated us from the true teachings of 
Jesus. But perhaps the true sign of Paul's 
importance is that even nearly 2000 
years after his death he still inspires 
passion; whatever you feel, it's hard to 
feel neutral about Paul. *excerpt from bbc.co.uk

7:00         +John Sullivan
Noon       +Charles Chrisman
                  +Souls of the Faithful Departed

 

7:00       +Mr. & Mrs. George S. Arnold
                 Dan Moran, Special Intention
Noon     Fr. Evans, Special Intention



Celebrants: January 25,-January 29, 2021:
1/25-7:00 am -Fr. Simon, Noon - Fr.Evans 
1/26-7:00 am -Fr. Evans, Noon -Fr. Simon 

1/27-7:00 am -Fr. Fitzpatrick, Noon - Fr. Evans
1/28-7:00 am -Fr.Fitzpatrick, Noon-Fr. Simon              

  1/29- 7:00 am -Fr. Fitzpatrick,  Noon- Fr.Evans

Sunday Masses:January 30-January 31, 2021
4:30 pm: Fr. Fitzpatrick-Lector; Jeff Ladd, Sr

7:30 am: Fr. Evans-Lector;John Streit
9:00 am: Fr. Evans-Lector;Lisa Dalton

10:30 am: Fr.Fitzpatrick-Lector;Mike Winnecke
Noon: Fr.Simon-Lector;Brian Wolek

5:30 pm: Fr. Simon-Lector;Cindy Milone

Sunday: Jon 3:1-5, 10/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 
8-9 [4a]/1 Cor 7:29-31/Mk 1:14-20
Monday: Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 
9:1-22/Ps 117:1bc, 2 [Mk 16:15]
/Mk 16:15-18
Tuesday: 2 Tm 1:1-8 or Ti 1:1-5/Ps 
96:1-2a, 2b-3, 7-8a, 10 [3]
/Mk 3:31-35
Wednesday: Heb 10:11-18/Ps 110:1, 2, 
3, 4 [4b]/Mk 4:1-20
Thursday: Heb 10:19-25/Ps 24:1-2, 
3-4ab, 5-6 [cf. 6]/Mk 4:21-25
Friday: Heb 10:32-39/Ps 37:3-4, 5-6, 
23-24, 39-40 [39a]/Mk 4:26-34
Saturday: Heb 11:1-2, 8-19/Lk 
1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75 [cf. 68]/Mk 
4:35-41
Next Sunday: Dt 18:15-20/Ps 95:1-2, 
6-7, 7-9 [8]/1 Cor 7:32-35/Mk 1:21-2

Readings of the Week

Please pray for the sick:
Greta Galvin

Please pray for the deceased

Candles



Lenten Parish Mission: “Work Out Your Salvation” (Philippians 2:12)

 Monday, February 22 – Thursday, February 25, 2021
Missionary Preacher: Fr. Wade Menezes, CPM

If you watch or listen to EWTN, you will be 
very familiar with Fr. Wade as he has been a 
guest and host on EWTN for many years. He 
currently hosts the series “The Crux of the 
Matter” and “The Wonder of His Mercy.”

Pope Francis has announced that December 
8, 2020 through December 8, 2021 is “The 
Year of St. Joseph.” Fr. Menezes recently 
wrote two articles on this pronouncement 
which can be read at the following links: 
Click Here

                                     QR Codes

We encourage you to bring your phones to Mass! Parishioners now have the 
opportunity to view and follow along to the music for Mass through scanning 
the QR codes installed at the doors and in the pews at church. The link to 
this music can also be accessed on the parish website beneath the Mass 
livestream, as well as through Flocknote. These will continued to be provided 
until books or handouts are allowed back in church."

The Year of St. Joseph: Some Basic Facts 

Plenary Indulgence Options for the Year of St. Joseph

Please plan on attending our mission in February and pray that it will be a 
fruitful experience for St. Thomas the Apostle Parish!

https://fathersofmercy.com/the-year-of-st-joseph-some-basic-facts/?fbclid=IwAR3ClKWl6sZiTy8MJEBkzHTp35sxYKZTgWMCK_XAi5Ip-0L6hfnCuqPmEp8


Diocesan Stewardship Goal:

Our Pledges:

# of families in the Parish:

# of Donors:

% Participation:

$236,660.00

$ 159,814.87

374

3,633

68



New Podcast
From Fr. Mike Schmitz:
The Bible In A Year
Click Here for a Direct Link

Please Note Our 
Confession Schedule is:

Monday at Oak Street 
Church
5:00pm-6:00pm

Saturday at Oak Street 
Church
8:00am-9:00am
            &
3:00pm-4:00pm

Or anytime by 
appointment 
815-455-5400

Please see the correct link for the 1B Vaccine enrollment form. 
The form section begins at the bottom of the page.
http://redcap.dph.illinois.gov/surveys/?s=W9ENTNFWE9

https://ascensionpress.com/pages/biy-registration?utm_source=google&utm_medium=ad&utm_campaign=BIY&gclid=CjwKCAiAudD_BRBXEiwAudakX7jfkq_x36mXIz_YoGuQJWBWH83qMV9CmEvU6GuXRUGRko-2OYgXqxoC6_gQAvD_BwE
http://redcap.dph.illinois.gov/surveys/?s=W9ENTNFWE9


Pray with us!

Join us for the Rosary!
On Wednesday and Friday mornings at 7am start your 
day off with the Rosary before class.
Join us for the Chaplet!
Mon-Thurs afternoons at 3pm join us via Zoom to 
pray the Chaplet of Divine Mercy
Email aroche@stthomascl.church if you’d like the link 
to join! 

Rosary - Wed & Fri @7am  
chaplet - Mon-Thurs@3pm
Zoom meeting       Grades 6-12

YM Game Nights!

Join us Monday nights  for Virtual HS Game 
Night at 6pm! 

Join us Thursday nights for Virtual JH Game 
Night at 6pm! 

For more info go to stthomascl.church/ym 
or contact Anna Roche at 
aroche@stthomascl.church

HS - Mondays @6pm  JH - 
Thursdays @6pm
Via Zoom meeting

HS Hangout: Movie Edition
High Schoolers! Join us Tuesday afternoons for HS Hangout 
again! We will be resuming HS Hangout with Watch Parties, 
you’ll get a link to join a Watch Party so we can all hangout 
and watch movies together! Get excited for a new movie every 
week!
Bring your own coffee, snacks, blanket, pillow, etc...

Contact Anna Roche at aroche@stthomascl.church for more 
information 

Tuesdays 3:30-5pm   Grades 9-12
                 Via Watch Party

Everyday! Anyone can submit prayer 
requests

Send us Prayer Requests
We want to pray for you! 
If you go to www.stthomascl.church/pray you can 
submit an anonymous prayer request and we will be 
praying for you and your intentions everyday at 7am 
and 3pm!

Go to stthomascl.church OR contact Anna Roche at 
aroche@stthomascl.church for more information. 

http://www.stthomascl.church/pray


January 24th

Imagine Jesus walking into your place of employment and saying, “Hey, I have a better gig 
for you.I have a job that I think you can help me with. Would you follow Him?” What if it 
was your father’s business? What about your obligations? Would you leave your family’s 
business to follow Him? 

Jesus meets us all in our daily tasks. He is there among the emails, the dirty dishes, the 
meetings, the e-learning, even the laundry.  He comes to us at our busyness. He knows that 
we are doing necessary things. Jesus sees that we are doing essential work. He invites us to 
follow Him to something greater. To enlist our talents and skills for a higher purpose. Do 
we drop what we are doing and follow him?  What task is God asking you to abandon to 
follow Him?

Clearly those who follow the Lord are asked to place Him before all other obligations, 
livelihood, even family, He is indicating that being a soul fisherman for Christ is the most 
important and essential work of a Christian. So, this week, cast your net with confidence, 
as you follow His lead. You never know when or where the fish will be biting.



As a Catholic school, St. Thomas has a specific purpose to form students 
to be good citizens of the world, love God and neighbor and enrich society 
with the message of the gospel and by example of faith. As a community 
of faith, St. Thomas School instills in students their destiny to become 
saints. Academic excellence is hallmark of Catholic education and
directed to the growth of the whole person--mind, body and soul. Service
is intended allow people to not only witness  Catholic Social Teaching, but 
also inspire participants through social learning.
 
Please contact St. Thomas School to schedule a tour and discuss your 
future in Catholic Education. 815-459-0496

ST. THOMAS SCHOOL 



St. Thomas the Apostle Little Saints Preschool

Preschool Registration 2021-2022



We asked some of our beloved families and education staff  to tell us 
why they feel that Little Saints Preschool was the perfect choice.  
Here is what they said...



Masses are by registration only
Click here to select Masses
7:30 am, 9:00, 10:30, 12:00, & 5:30pm

Confession at Oak St. Church:
Monday - 5:00 - 6:00 pm
Saturday - 8:00 - 9:00 & 3:00 -4:00 pm

St. Thomas Outreach:
469 Lake St., Crystal 
Lake, IL
815-455-1249
Please call for an 
appointment

Parish Office:
272 King St.

Crystal Lake, IL
60014

815-455-5400

Oak St Church:
451 W Terra 

Cotta Ave.
Crystal Lake, IL

60014

Pre-School:
454 Lake St.

Crystal Lake,IL
60014

School:
265 King St.

Crystal Lake, IL
60014

815-459-0496

Pierson St 
Church

453 Pierson St.
Crystal Lake, IL

60014

Marian Central 
High School

Woodstock, IL
www.Marian.com
815-338-4220

Religious Education:   (815) 455-9787
Charlotte Kolodzik, Director
Christina Benkert, Secretary
Renee Lyons, Coordinator

Receptionists:   Ext: 406
 Renee Lyons,Kris Noonan, Nancy Leibforth

Hispanic Ministry:                   (815) 356-0860
Reverend William Tunarosa, Parochial Vicar
Marissa Lopez, Hispanic Ministry Secretary
Jose Guimaray- jguimaray@stthomascl.church

Administrative Services: (815) 455-5400 
Donna Kothera, Parish Secretary- Ext. 400
Patricia Roatch, Financial Secretary-Ext. 413
Melinda Popp, Financial Assistant/Bulletin Editor -Ext. 405

Music & Liturgy:
Sarah Wright, Music Director-Ext. 416
Meg Struttman, Administrative Assistant-Ext. 417

Young Adult & Youth Ministry:    (815) 455-9037
Anna Roche, High School Youth Minister
Maureen Sullivan, Secretary

St. Thomas School   (815) 459-0496
Gina Houston, Principal
Gina Ruffalo, Vice Principal
Michelle Boppart, Director of Development

St. Thomas Little Saints Preschool
Jennifer Gallien, Director

Little Christopher Resale 
Shoppe:
469 Lake St., Crystal 
Lake, IL
815-459-9442
Tues. 10:00 am - 1:00 pm, 
Th. 10:00 am - 3:00 pm,
Donations accepted Mon. 
9:00 - 11:00 am, 
Tues. 10:00 am - 1:00 pm, 
Th. 10:00 - 3:00 pm

Crystal Lake Food 
Pantry:
42 East St., Crystal 
Lake, IL
815-455-0961
M, W, F - 10:00 
am-2:00 pm
Th - 5:00 - 7:00 pm
Sat. - 9:00 am - Noon

www.stthomascl.flocknote.com

www.instagram.com/st.thomascl

www..stthomascl.church

www.facebook.com/saintthomascl

http://www.stthomascl.church/attendmass
https://www.instagram.com/st.thomascl/
https://www.saintthomascatholicchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SaintThomasCL/


         24 de enero de 2021         3er Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario

Creer para cambiar, es el secreto para no destruirnos. Recuerdo, al inicio de la pandemia, que 
muchas personas no creían la magnitud y alcance del virus. Hubo quienes hasta que lo vivieron en 
carne propia creyeron. Y luego comenzaron a decir: “Yo no creía esto, pero les digo cuídense, no se 
expongan, guarden la distancia, lávense las manos”. En la primera lectura, los ninivitas no creyeron 
hasta que Jonás predicó que la ciudad sería destruida. Sin embargo, ellos escucharon el mensaje y 
creyeron en la advertencia del peligro. Ayunaron e hicieron penitencia. ¡Hubo cambio del corazón, 
hubo conversión!

El Evangelio narra que Jesús llama a sus cuatro primeros discípulos, y proclama la Buena Nueva de 
Dios. Decía: “El tiempo se ha cumplido, el Reino de Dios está cerca. Renuncien a su mal camino y 
crean en la Buena Nueva” (Marcos 1:15). Observemos, que, después del anuncio viene la invitación al 
seguimiento. La similitud entre las lecturas es muy parecida. Jonás proclama, la gente de la ciudad 
responde. Jesús, anuncia la Buena Nueva y llama al ministerio a sus discípulos. Llamado, conversión, 
y misión están entrelazados. Lo principal en todo es creer, sin ese detalle del corazón, no puede 
darse respuesta. Ahora, se sigue proclamando la cercanía de Dios de muchas maneras, los caminos 
se abren al seguimiento, a darnos la mano unos a otros, a luchar hasta el cansancio por la salud de 
los demás. ¿Lo has visto o vivido así? Yo creo que sí. La conversión, sin duda es ablandar el corazón y 
el compromiso viene del mayor hasta el menor. ©LPi

Parroquia Santo 
Tomás Apóstol 

/Ministerio Hispano
Dirección: 272 King St. 
Crystal Lake,  IL. 60014  

Teléfono: 815-455-5400  
Línea Directa: 

815-356-0860  Fax: 
815-455-2733

Coordinador: Reverendo 
William Tunarosa.  Atiende 

al Público: Miércoles y 
Jueves de 9:00 am - 4:00 

pm
Educación Religiosa: José 

Guimaray. Atención al 
Público: Jueves 6:00 pm – 

9:00 pm y Sábados 1:00 pm 
– 7:00 pm 

Oficina del Ministerio 
Hispano-Atención al 

Público:  Lunes a Viernes 
9:00 am - 4:30 pm

Queridos hermanos y 
hermanas, para poder 
asistir a misa, por favor, no 
olviden registrarse con 
tiempo de anticipación en 
el website de la Iglesia 
www.saintthomascatholicc
hurch.org . Los esperamos.

https://www.saintthomascatholicchurch.org/quiero-atender-misa-en-espanol.html
https://www.saintthomascatholicchurch.org/quiero-atender-misa-en-espanol.html
https://www.saintthomascatholicchurch.org/quiero-atender-misa-en-espanol.html


Aquí hay enlaces a nuestra página de inscripción en línea:
 

1. Colecciones recurrentes: 
https://membership.faithdirect.net/enroll/IL1116

2. Opciones de pago único: 
https://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/IL1116

3. Home page: https://membership.faithdirect.net/IL1116

https://membership.faithdirect.net/enroll/IL1116
https://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/IL1116





