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Pastor’s Corner
My dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
May Christ, Son of Mary, guide and strengthen you this week!
A number of you sent me your “one sentence autobiographies.” Fascinating! Thanks so 
much!  One common thread was that they all were relational. They would reference 
being a father, a mother, a friend, sibling, etc. Self-awareness gives rise to 
other-awareness.
So, when our Lady declared who she was to Adele, she did not stop there.  Her full quote 
is “I am the Queen of Heaven who prays for the conversion of sinners, and I wish you 
to do the same. You received Holy Communion this morning and that is well. But you 
must do more. Make a general confession and offer Communion for the conversion of 
sinners. If they do not convert and do penance, my Son will be obliged to punish 
them.”

Let’s pick this apart a bit. So, our Lady is simply asking us to do what she herself does, prays for sinners.  
Years later, at Fatima, she gave very specific directions (rosary, scapular, first Saturdays, etc) all of which are 
very good.  I’ll admit, however, I do love the simplicity in the requests that she made here in the American 
Midwest. 
She commends what Adele is already doing, namely going to Communion.  In Adele’s day, most Catholics 
did not go to Communion every Sunday, so our Lady’s encouragement meant a lot to her.  Take some time to 
hear our Lady commend what you are already doing.  What does she praise you for? Some of you might say, 
“But Father, this is just my imagination.” True, but Who made your imagination and gave it to you? God 
himself.  God, our Lady and the angels and saints have one thing in common.  They will always build you up; 
they challenge, but they never condemn.  THAT is how you know who is speaking to you.  
Speaking of building up, our Lady then challenges her to go deeper.  “Make a general confession.”  This is a 
once-in-a-lifetime activity.  Our Lady was asking Adele to confess all the sins of her entire life, even those 
already confessed.  Various saints have encouraged this practice under certain circumstances.  For example, 
I made one on the verge of my ordination. I was amazed, disgusted at how many sins I’d committed in my 
up-to-then 26 years of life.  And yet, while the list was big, it was finite; it had an end.  At my last sin on that 
list, I instinctively wrote the words “but the mercy of God is greater!”  It is!
Such a practice, of course, is not for everyone.  I often try to encourage engaged couples to do this before 
they get married.  If you feel called to do such a thing, I give you my full encouragement, and request one big 
favor.  Please call the parish office and make an appointment with one of us priests.  Please do NOT show up 
at the usual Monday and Saturday time slots and expect to make a general confession on the spot.  That said, 
we priests would be more than happy to help you make such a confession.
But let’s look at the deeper purpose behind such a request. Our Lady asked Adele to do this as part of her 
prayer for the conversion of sinners.  This does two things. 1. It humbles and purifies Adele. When she prays 
for sinners, she knows that she herself is one of them.  2. The sins of one person seem numerous, so 
imagine God’s view; all these sins rising up to heaven! 
Finally, Holy Communion.  Please consider praying the prayer below, composed by a priest who grew up 
near the site of the Apparition.  Until next week, know that I remain

Yours in the Heart of Christ,
Fr. Evans 

Good Help Communion Prayer: Eternal Father, I kneel before you this day with a grateful heart because you have allowed 
me to receive the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus in holy Communion. Thank you for sending the Queen of Heaven to 
earth with a message calling us to conversion and emphasizing the sacraments. For when she appeared to Adele Brise in 
1859, she asked her to offer her holy Communion for the conversion of sinners. Just as Adele did long ago, I wish to do 
likewise this day. I offer to you, Eternal Father, the Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of your Son, for the conversion of 
sinners, including my own conversion, in reparation for sin, and the salvation of souls. Through Our Lady’s maternal 
solicitude, may the hearts of hardened sinners return to the sacraments of penance and Eucharist, especially to Sunday 
Mass and to daily prayer. As I go forward from this holy Mass, help me to fear nothing, knowing that you are with me and 
are always guiding me and that Our Lady constantly intercedes for me. Make me aware of your presence this day and 
always. Amen.



          

Friday, May 28
7:00                       +Mr. & Mrs. George S. Arnold
                                                                  +Lottie Kobza
Noon                               Austin & Kaylee Truffelli
                            Wedding Day, Special Intention

 

     
                

Thursday, May 27; St. Augustine of 
Canterbury
7:00            +Souls of the Faithful Departed
Noon                                             +Joseph Russo

  

     
                

Mass Intention for the Week
Monday, May 24;The Blessed Virgin 
Mary
7:00                                    +Mary Lou VanBuskirk
Noon                                 +Theophila Simon Etim
                             +Souls of the Faithful Departed

                                  
                     

     
                

We Are Never Alone

My children want my help sometimes, and other 
times, not so much. I remember being a teenager 
and young adult myself. At times, I thought I 
knew everything. I didn’t need help because I 
was just so darn smart. Truth is, I needed to find 
my own way. I needed to stretch my wings and 
prove to myself and my family I could fly. I 
assume that is what is happening with my own 
children as well. It just seems so different now 
that I’m the parent.

Human beings need help. We need community, 
and we need to rely on one another. At Pentecost, 
we reflect on Jesus sending to the Church a 
helper, the Holy Spirit. God interacting with us in 
this manner means we are never truly alone. We 
focus most of the time on the Spirit of God as the 
assistance we need, and we do need Him for sure. 
However, since it is that very same Spirit that 
turned us into “Church” from a band of people 
looking to carry on after Jesus’ ascension, at 
Pentecost we gained more than divine help: we 
gained each other.

Today, the Church needs help in a profound way. 
We need to lean on the Holy Spirit to blow 
through the Church with a profound renewal. But 
we cannot forget that we have been given each 
other to lean on as well. We are a gift to each 
other, and together with the Spirit’s help, we are 
the Body of Christ here on earth. We must be 
strong and stand for one another. If we do that, 
this Pentecost will bear fruit that will be with us 
for many Pentecosts to come.

—Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS  ©LPi

Saturday, May 29
4:30         The People of St. Thomas Parish
                                                 Living & Deceased  

     
                

Tuesday, May 25; St. Gregory VII
7:00                                                     +Blaine Heaton
                                                         +Denise Dempsey
Noon                 +Souls of the Faithful Departed
                       Diocena Family, Special Intention

   

     
                

Wednesday,May 26; St. Philip Neri
7:00                                                     +Helen Barciak
                                           Frank & Frances Barciak 
                                                           Special Intention
Noon                                                    +Tom Johnson

     
                

   

Sunday, May 30

7:30                                         +Patricia Caliente
9:00                                                 +Paul Warren
                                                         +Michael Gray
10:30        Nancy Luehrs, Special Intention
Noon                                               +Kevin Fraley
                                                               +Alice Buch      
5:30                                              +Edward Wiloff

                       
   

     
                



Sunday: Vigil: Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b or 
Ez 37:1-14 or Jl 3:1-5/ Ps 10:1-2, 24, 35, 27-28, 
29, 30 [cf. 30]/Rom 8:22-27/Jn 7:37-39 Extended 
Vigil: Gn 11:1-9/Ps 33:10-11, 12-13, 14-15/Ex 
19:3-8a, 16-20b/ Dn 3:52, 52, 53, 55, 56 or Ps 
19:8, 9, 10, 11/Ez 37:1-14/Ps 107:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 
8-9/Jl 3:1-5/Ps 104:1-2, 24, 35, 27-28, 29, 30 [cf. 
30]/Rom 8:22-27/Jn 7:37-39 Day: Acts 2:1-11/Ps 
104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34 [cf. 30]/1 Cor 12:3b-7, 
12-13 or Gal 5:16-25/Jn 20:19-23 or Jn 15:26-27; 
16:12-15

Monday: Gn 3:9-15, 20 or Acts 1:12-14/Ps 
87:1-2, 3 and 5, 6-7/Jn 19:25-34
Tuesday: Sir 35:1-12/Ps 50:5-6, 7-8, 14 and 
23 [23b]/Mk 10:28-31
Wednesday: Sir 36:1, 4-5a, 10-17/Ps 79:8, 9, 
11 and 13 [Sir 36:1b]/Mk 10:32-45
Thursday: Sir 42:15-25/Ps 33:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 
8-9 [6a]/Mk 10:46-52
Friday: Sir 44:1, 9-13/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a 
and 9b [cf. 4a]/Mk 11:11-26
Saturday: Sir 51:12cd-20/Ps 19:8, 9, 19, 11 
[9ab]/Mk 11:27-33

Readings of the Week

Please pray for the sick:

Phil Weyna

Please pray for the deceased
Dianne Eichenberg

 

Please visit or call the Parish Center to schedule 
a Mass Intention

Adoration

Candle Intentions
Kilgallon Family, Gantley Family
McErlain Family, & White  Family

5/22-6/5
Celebrants: May 24,-May 28, 2021:

5/24-7:00 am -Fr. Evans,  Noon - Fr. Simon 
           5/25-7:00 am -Fr.Evans, Noon -Fr. Simon 

5/26-7:00 am -Fr.Simon, Noon - Fr. Evans
5/27-7:00 am -Fr.Simon, Noon-Fr. Simon              
 5/28- 7:00 am -Fr.Evans, Noon- Fr. Evans

Sunday Masses: May 29,-May 30, 2021
4:30 pm: Fr. Evans-Lector; John Stefani  
7:30 am: Fr. Simon -Lector; Lou Bianchi 

9:00 am: Fr. Simon-Lector; Anna Wojcik
10:30 am: Fr. Simon-Lector; Dona Amoruso

Noon: Fr. Evans-Lector; Brian Wolek 
5:30 pm: Fr. Evans -Lector; Cindy Milone 



Weekend Collection
May 16, 2021

Sunday Budget: $39,231.00

Collection: $15,071.00
EFT: $2,539.50
On-Line: $21,574.50
Actual: $39,185.00

Overage:    $
Budget Shortage -$ 46.00

Hispanic Collection $ 2,431.20

As of April 7, 2021

SONOGRAPHER – Part-Time, Flexible 
Hours

1st Way Life Center, a life-affirming 
pregnancy resource center in 
Johnsburg, IL, has a part-time RDMS 
position available for the performance 
of “limited OB ultrasound scanning”. 
Candidates must be registered in 
OB-GYN ultrasound. This is a paid 
position. For inquiries or to submit a 
resume, please email 
ultrasoundteam1stway@gmail.com or 
mail to:

1st Way Life Center  3714 Fairview Ave. 
Johnsburg, IL 60051

Spiritual Ministry Programming of 
the Servants of the Holy Heart of 

Mary 

Invite you to join us for this online 
presentation: I Know My Wings Are 
Gonna Fit Me Well”: The Healing 
Truth in Black Spirituality African 
American Spirituality is grounded in 
African theology and culture. This 
African spirituality informs 
Catholicism at its root and has 
influenced Christianity throughout 
the Americas. For Black Catholics, 
this spirituality gives voice to an 
authentic theology of liberation that 
is a gift to the entire church. WHEN: 
Thursday, May 27th, 2021 6:30 p.m. 
to 8:00 p.m. To register, please 
follow this Link: or 
http://www.sscm-usa.org/online-p
rogramming.html

Justin Lalor & Julia Walter I

Don't Forget Your RED

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=LIPgpDiuV0GJet74dGNNnVmdWgqoJwBGrLlpMkeVGiJUQVlBNFMyMDRGUEFCTkQxNTU2RlY4UExWUy4u


 Please do not throw anything out that may be 
questionable. Please, No reading Books or large 
furniture type items at this time.
We will be in our area the May 23th for pick ups. 
Please consider cleaning out the closet, all items can 
be brought to Oak Street church and dropped off in 
the bin in the Parish Library

Last Chance to 

Recycle your Religious Items 

From a Priest Friend in Israel:
“I am grateful for your 
message and for the prayers 
of your community. Yes, the 
Holy Land needs many 
prayers. May the Holy Spirit 
visit us all at Pentecost.
Hoping to see you soon in 
Jerusalem, in better days.”

Please Pray for our Friends, Family, 
and People of Israel for Peace and 
Safety, Lord Hear our Prayers...



Religious 
Education

Pentecost---an opportunity to stoke your fire!

At confirmation we call down the Holy Spirit on the confirmand. We 
believe that at confirmation the Holy Spirit bestows the 7 gifts of the 
spirit on the confirmand. Those gifts in turn bear the 12 fruits of the 
spirit  Many share the same date of confirmation, but not all open the 
gifts they receive that day. Of course some candidates rip open their 

gifts with gusto on confirmation day, eager to take on the responsibility and blessings of their spiritual life in Christ. 
Others take the gifts home with them, put them on a shelf in the closet to be opened at a later date or simply 
forgotten.

Some people open the gifts when they are at college...tapping into the Neumann Center on campus for guidance, 
community and support or grabbing hold of their newly found independence to foster a spiritual life when they leave 
home.  Some carry those unwrapped gifts with them to their wedding and into their new home. Maybe they open 
them one at a time with their spouse.  Maybe they open them at the birth of their first child when the realization 
hits that it is their responsibility to keep a small human being alive each day for the next 18 years.  

Some will unwrap their gifts when illness or death occurs and they become aware they have neglected their spiritual 
life for too long.  Sadly, some take their gifts to their grave, never having unwrapped them. Never using them.  So 
much untapped grace...wasted. So much potential lost. 

You see, the Holy Spirit is a source of power and grace. How would your life be transformed if you took full 
advantage of the gifts and graces that the Holy Spirit offers? To have full benefit of the counsel of the Holy 
Spirit? Simply and faithfully asking the Holy Spirit to come into your life will change its course. Beg the Holy Spirit 
to fill you, to fill your life. Ask and ask and ask again! Ask the Holy Spirit to fill you with grace, unwrap your gifts, 
ignite the flame, let that strong driving wind fan the flame, let it burn away all the fear and doubt in your soul.  Be 
renewed and set a blaze!  There is no time like the present...to stir your coals...it is Pentecost after all...the birth 
of the church...light your candle...don’t blow it out!



Seminarian John A. McFadden will be ordained a priest for the 
Diocese of Rockford on Saturday, June 5, 2021.John is the son of 
John B. and Patty McFadden, of Crystal Lake.   John has a younger 
sister, Megan. John attended St. Thomas the Apostle School in 
Crystal Lake, Marian Central Catholic High School in Woodstock, St. 
John Vianney College University of St. Thomas, and School of 
Divinity St. Paul Seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota. John’s ordination 
at St. Peter Cathedral in Rockford will be live streamed on Saturday, 
June 5, at 11:00 am – www.rockforddiocese.org.
 
 All are invited to congratulate John and receive his priestly 
blessing on Saturday afternoon, June 5, from 3:00 pm to 4:15 pm, in 
the Community Room at St. Thomas the Apostle Church (Route 176 
and Oak St.). 
   
     Sunday, June 6, Father John McFadden will celebrate his first 
Mass at St. Thomas Oak St. Church at the 12:00 pm noon Mass all 
are invited. If you are not able to attend,  we will live stream this 
Mass so people can watch it at home.  Please see the link on St. 
Thomas the Apostle webpage – www.stthomascl.church.
 
 Immediately after the 12:00 noon Mass on June 6, we will have a 
Corpus Christi Procession around our Oak St. Church parking lot 
and Bernotas Middle School (next to our Oak St. Church).   All are 
invited to walk with us in this Procession.

http://www.rockforddiocese.org/
http://www.stthomascl.church/


St. Thomas School Corner

Do you want to help a St. Thomas School  student in need 
and secure a 75% state tax credit? Make a gift to the Tax 
Credit Scholarship Program! Visit our partner 
@EmpowerIllinois and designate St. Thomas the 
Apostle-Crystal Lake  to help a child in our community. 



Little Saints Preschool
Little Saints Preschool registration is now open for the 
2021-2022 school year. We offer preschool programs for 
children ages toddler-4 yrs.old. Please click the link below for 
more detailed information regarding class session times, 
days, and tuition prices. 

Preschool tours can be scheduled by contacting Little Saints 
Preschool Director: Jennifer Gallien at  (815) 459-0496 ex. 
239 or jgallien@stthomascl.org 

Little Saints Preschool Registration Link:
https://stthomascl.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/662322

mailto:jgallien@stthomascl.org
https://stthomascl.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/662322


Pastor:
Rev. John R Evans

Parochial Vicars:
Rev. Akan Simon
Rev. Charles Fitzpatrick
Rev. William Tunarosa

Permanent Deacons:
Mr. Allen Bondi
Mr. Neal Carpenter
Mr. Jose Aguilar (Hispanic)

Administrative Services:
Donna Kothera, Parish Secretary- Ext. 400
dkothera@saintthomacatholicchurch.org
Patricia Roatch, Financial Secretary-Ext. 413
proatch@stthomascl.church
Melinda Popp, Financial Assistant/Bulletin Editor 
-Ext. 405 mpopp@stthomascl.church

Director of Youth & Evangelization:   
Patrick  Haviland, Director
phaviland@stthomascl.church
Maureen Sullivan, Secretary
ymsecretary@stthomascl.church

Music & Liturgy:
Sarah Wright, Music Director-Ext. 416
musicdirector@stthomascl.church
Meg Struttman, Administrative Assistant-Ext. 417
mstruttman@stthomascl.church

Religious Education:  
Charlotte Kolodzik, Director
ckolodzik@stthomascl.church
Christina Benkert, Secretary
religiouseducation@stthomascl.church
Renee Lyons, Coordinator
religiouseducation@stthomascl.church

Receptionists:   Ext: 406
 Renee Lyons,Kris Noonan, Nancy Leibforth
receptiondesk@stthomascl.church

Hispanic Ministry:                  
Reverend William Tunarosa, Parochial Vicar
Irene Garcia, Hispanic Ministry Secretary
igarcia@stthomascl.church
Jose Guimaray- jguimaray@stthomascl.church

St. Thomas School: 
Gina Houston, Principal
ghouston@stthomascl.org
Gina Ruffalo, Vice Principal
gruffalo@stthomascl.org
Michelle Boppart, Director of Development
mboppart@stthomascl.org

St. Thomas Little Saints Preschool:
Jennifer Gallien, Director
jgallien@stthomascl.org

Marian Central High School:
Woodstock, IL 815-338-4220
www.marian.com

                                                    PARISH INFORMATION

Parish Center Hours: 
Monday-Thursday  9:00 AM-5:00 PM
Friday 9:00 AM-Noon

Confessions (Reconciliation):
Mondays 5:00 PM-6:00 PM (Oak Street Church)
Saturdays 8:00 AM-9:00 Am (Oak Street Church)
 and 3:00 PM-4:00 PM

Locations:
Oak Street Church- 451 W Terra Cotta Ave. Crystal Lake, IL 60014
Pierson Street Church-453 Pierson St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014
Parish Office-272 King St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014
St. Thomas School-265 King St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014
Preschool-454 Lake St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014

Phone Numbers:
Parish Office-(815) 455-5400 
Parish Fax-(815) 455-2733
Youth & Evangelization-(815) 455-9037
Religious Education-(815) 455-9787
Hispanic Ministry-(815) 356-0860
St. Thomas the Apostle School-(815) 459-0496

Resources:
Crystal Lake Food Pantry-42 East St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014
815-455-0961
M, W, F - 10:00 am-2:00 pm
Th - 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Sat. - 9:00 am - Noon

St. Thomas Outreach-469 Lake St., Crystal Lake, IL 60014
815-455-1249
Please call for an appointment

Little Christopher Resale Shoppe:
469 Lake St., Crystal Lake, IL 60014
815-459-9442
Tues. 10:00 am - 1:00 pm, Th. 10:00 am - 3:00 pm,
Donations accepted:  Mon. 9:00 am - 11:00 am, 
Tues. 10:00 am - 1:00 pm & 
Th. 10:00 - 3:00 pm

Connect with us:

www.stthomasflocknote.com

www.facebook.com/saintthomascl

www.stthomascl.church

www.instagram.com/st.thomascl

http://www.stthomasflocknote.com
http://www.facebook.com/saintthomascl
http://www.stthomascl.church
http://www.instagram.com/st.thomascl


23 de mayo de 2021      Domingo de Pentecostés
Cada año, la Iglesia se engalana y celebra por todo lo alto la Solemnidad de Pentecostés. Es 
tiempo de pasar del miedo de estar encerrados, a la alegría de recibir el soplo del Espíritu 
liberador. Todos estamos expectantes para recibir sus siete sagrados dones. La narración del 
Evangelio nos dice que Jesús se presentó a sus discípulos y les dijo: “¡La paz esté con ustedes! 
Como el Padre me envió a mí, así los envío yo también”. Dicho esto, sopló sobre ellos y les dijo: 
“Reciban el Espíritu Santo” (Juan 20:21-22). Ahora, el turno es nuestro, es el tiempo de la 
comunión que nos trae el Espíritu. El deber de la Iglesia, que somos todos los bautizados, es 
siempre de diálogo y de comunión.
La gran variedad de todos es una fuente de enriquecimiento. El bien común es para todos y el 
Espíritu Santo está vivo en cada uno de nosotros. No desaprovechemos, más bien demos gracias 
al Padre por el don del Espíritu Santo a su Iglesia. Este Espíritu es el que nos une en la diversidad 
de razas y culturas. También, pidamos al Padre que seamos humildes servidores de su Espíritu, 
especialmente en este tiempo tan complicado, para llevar a cabo su misión. Oremos, para que las 
familias sean verdaderas Iglesias domésticas, donde se practique la paz y la justicia entre cada 
uno de sus miembros. En su Homilía en Pentecostés, el Papa Francisco nos ayuda a comprender 
que: “El Espíritu Santo es la unidad que reúne a la diversidad; y que la Iglesia nació así: nosotros, 
diversos, unidos por el Espíritu Santo”. ¡Ven, Espíritu Santo!   ©LPi

Ministerio Hispano
Queridos hermanos y hermanas, para 
poder asistir a misa, por favor, no 
olviden registrarse con tiempo de 
anticipación en el website de la 
Iglesia 
www.saintthomascatholicchurch.org 
Los esperamos.

Parroquia Santo Tomás 
Apóstol /Ministerio Hispano
Dirección: 272 King St. Crystal 
Lake,  IL. 60014  
Teléfono: 815-455-5400  
Línea Directa: 815-356-0860  
Fax: 815-455-2733

Coordinador: Reverendo William 
Tunarosa. 
Atención  al Público: Martes a 
Jueves de 9:00am a 4:00pm
Llamar a la Oficina Parroquial 
para hacer su cita (815 356 0860)

 Educación Religiosa, Atención al 
Público:
Irene García : Lunes a Viernes  
9:00am a  5:00pm

Oficina del Ministerio Hispano, 
Atención al Público:
Irene García : Lunes a Viernes 
9:00pm a 5:00pm

https://www.saintthomascatholicchurch.org/quiero-atender-misa-en-espanol.html
https://www.saintthomascatholicchurch.org/quiero-atender-misa-en-espanol.html





