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Dear Parish Family,

It is good to be back at St. Thomas the Apostle Parish, the parish where I 
began my priestly service to the Rockford Diocese, 29 years ago.  St. 
Thomas the Apostle Parish has a long and proud history, and a wonderful 
reputation as a vibrant parish, a parish that is focused on Evangelization, 
and a parish that is focused on Stewardship.  I am now happy to be part of 
that great tradition.

I would like to address the topic of Diocesan Stewardship.  We, at St. 
Thomas the Apostle, are part of a bigger Church, the Universal Catholic, 
Church, but more specifically, the Rockford Diocese.  

  Pastor’s Corner

It is important that we identify with that reality, for we are stronger, because of our connection 
to the larger Church, and we have a responsibility to the larger Church.  Diocesan Stewardship 
supports vocations, like our own newly ordained, Fr. John McFadden and Seminarian Ryan 
Nooraee.  It supports Pro-life efforts like Adoption services, it supports a variety of services that 
directly connect with the poor, special needs and less fortunate.  It also supports our Diocesan 
Agencies, like the one that helped all parishes secure last years PPP loan, which was a 
tremendous asset to us all.  It helped keep us afloat in a most challenging time.

Every parish that I have ever been part of, has met their annual targeted goals, including St. 
Thomas, when I was here the first 3 years of my priesthood.  I know that St. Thomas the Apostle 
Parish actually  has had a long history of meeting or exceeding these goals.

Last year, was clearly a difficult year.  We had a $50,000.00 shortfall.  Thankfully, the parish has 
reserves to cover this deficit.  But that clearly is a trend that we very much need to reverse.  I am 
speaking to you today, because this year’s Appeal is also off to a very slow start.

Two months into this years’ appeal, we are only at slightly over 44% of way to our targeted goal 
of $232,189.00.  I do want to extend a sincere note of thanks to all who have generously 
responded.  You have made a significant sacrifice and it is appreciated by me, and hopefully by 
the entire parish.

The more concerning number is that to date, only slightly over 5% of our parish families have 
made a contribution to the appeal.  If we truly want to be a vibrant faith community, we simply 
can not let this happen.  We all have to make our contribution.  We all have to step up to the plate 
and do our part. 

I am not as concerned about the $$$ amount as I am about the percentage of participation.  
Please accept your new pastor’s heartfelt request for all to do their part and to generously 
respond to this appeal as soon as you can and as generously as you can.

 Pledge envelopes are available in both the Narthex and at the Parish Office.

                                                                                                            Sincerely,

                                                                                                            Your New Pastor,

                                                                                                            Fr. Bob Jones



   

Sunday, July 11                  
7:30             St. Thomas Women’s Club Members,
                                                              Living & Deceased    
9:00                                                 +Norma McPherron
                                                                       +Vincent Gray
10:30                                                    +Diane McKibben
                                                                     +Vernon Keller      
Noon                                                +Marlene Trzcinski
5:30                                   +Eugene and Dolores Koch 
                                                                   +Lois Kirchberg

     
                

Saturday, July 10
4:30                      The People of St. Thomas Parish,
                                                              Living & Deceased            

     
                

Wednesday,July 7
7:00                           +Deceased Friends & Family of
                                                              Paul & Alina Cribb               
Noon                        +Souls of the Faithful Departed

     
                

Mass Intention for the Week

Monday, July 5; St Anthony 
Zaccaria
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED
9:00                                                           +Arline Olsen
                                Moran Family, Special Intention 

     
                

Today throughout the United States, 
we celebrate our freedom. Our rights 
are protected and opportunities 
abound. We recognize that freedom 
has a cost, one we celebrate and 
honor on days such as this. It's good 
to honor those who fight for our 
country, who may well pay the 
ultimate price for the liberties we're 
afforded. As faithful Catholics, we 
recognize that there is more to 
freedom than simply being at liberty 
to make our lives what we want them 
to be. St. John Paul II reminds us: 
"Freedom is not just doing what we 
can, it is doing what we ought." We 
become freer within ourselves and 
within our relationships when we 
choose what is right and good. When 
we choose sin, we become trapped in 
egoism - less free, not more. This 
Independence Day, let's continue to 
pursue virtue and good character and 
encourage others to do this same.

Let us pray...
 
God, giver of all good gifts,
Help us to be thankful for rest and food,
and remember that, in all we do or say,
you are with us, here this day.
We are thankful for all you do
and for everything you have given us.
But above all we are thankful for our freedoms
and the ability to protect others' freedom.
We are free because of you.
We ask for your continued blessing on all your 
creation.
Through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

 

          

Friday, July 9; St.Augustine Zhao 
Rong
7:00                    +Mr. & Mrs Francis J.  Barciak, Sr.
Noon                        +Souls of the Faithful Departed
                                                              Thomas O’Connor

     
                

Tuesday, July 6; St Maria Goretti
7:00                                                    +Conrad F. Floeter
                                                                  +Milton Mickow
Noon                                                         +Dwyer Family
                                   +Souls of the Faithful Departed

   

     
                

Thursday,July 8
7:00                          +Souls of the Faithful Departed
                                           Arison &Shannon Families, 
                                                             Living &  Deceased
Noon            +Iluminada Pascual Felina Ponsaran

       

  

     
                

  



Sunday: Ez 2:2-5/Ps 123:1-2, 2, 3-4 
[2cd]/2 Cor 12:7-10/Mk 6:1-6a

Monday: Gn 28:10-22a/Ps 91:1-2, 3-4, 
14-15 ab [cf. 2b]/Mt 9:18-26

Tuesday: Gn 32:23-33/Ps 17:1b, 2-3, 
6-7ab, 8b and 15 [15a]/Mt 9:32-38

Wednesday: Gn 41:55-57; 42:5-7a, 
17-24a/Ps 33:2-3, 10-11, 18-19 [22]/Mt 
10:1-7

Thursday: Gn 44:18-21, 23b-29; 45:1-5/Ps 
105:16-17, 18-19, 20-21 [5a]/Mt 10:7-15

Friday: Gn 46:1-7, 28-30/Ps 37:3-4, 
18-19, 27-28, 39-40 [39a]/Mt 10:16-23

Saturday: Gn 49:29-32; 50:15-26a/Ps 
105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7 [cf. Ps 69:33]/Mt 
10:24-33

Next Sunday: Am 7:12-15/Ps 85:9-10, 
11-12, 13-14 [8]/Eph 1:3-14 or 1:3-10/Mk 
6:7-1

Readings of the Week

Please pray for the sick:
Tim Ives

Josh Antongiovanni

Please pray for the deceased
Lisa Brown
Bill Dryer

Patricia Duggan

 

Please visit or 
call the Parish 
Center to 
schedule a 
Mass 
Intention

Adoration

Candle Intentions

7/4-7/17 Celebrants: July 5,-July 9, 2021:
7/5-9:00 am -Fr. Jones, Noon-NO MASS

              7/6-7:00am-Fr.Fitzpatrick, Noon-Fr.Jones 
        7/7-7:00 am-Fr. Fitzpatrick, Noon- Fr.Hernandez
  7/8-7:00 am-Fr.Hernandez,Noon-Fr.Fitzpatrick          
         7/9- 7:00 am -Fr. Fitzpatrick, Noon- Fr.Jones

Sunday Masses: July 10,-July 11, 2021
4:30 pm: Fr.Hernandez -Lector; John Stefani  

7:30 am: Fr. Jones -Lector; John Streit  
9:00 am: Fr.Jones -Lector;Mark Przybylski  

10:30 am: Fr. Fitzpatrick-Lector;Judy Wiedenfeld 
Noon: Fr. Fitzpatrick-Lector;Laura Buthod 

5:30 pm: Fr. Hernandez-Lector;Mike Chmiel 

Fr. Leo Ambre, Albert Arens 
Maguire Family &  Cowlin 
Family

If you would like 
the St. Jude Guild 
to pray for the 
special intention 
of a loved one who 
is living, please 
contact Georgia 
Kostur at 
815-459-5432

Miguel Rattana & Sarah Wright III
 



As of April 7, 2021

♦ Would you like to feel the sparks of love again in 
your marriage? 

♦ Come receive the tools to keep your marriage 
full of love and passion.

♦ Sign up today to attend an in person Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter Weekend on Aug. 20-22 in 
Madison, WI; Sept. 17-19 in Geneva, IL or Oct. 
15-17 in Madison, WI.  There are virtual 
experiences on Sept. 13 thru Oct. 4 and Nov. 
13-14.

♦ Early registration is highly recommended.  For 
more information visit our website at:  
alifetimeoflove.org or call (888) 574-5653. 

♦ Para un fin de semana en español por favor 
llamen a Candelario y Emilia al 815-375-4250

Weekend Collection
June 27, 2021

Sunday Budget: $39,231.00

Collection: $ 15,924.50
EFT: $2,472.00
On-Line: $17,039.50
Actual: $35,436.00

Overage:    $
Budget Shortage -$ 3,795.00

Hispanic Collection $2,772.05

Our Goal is  $ 232,189.00

SILVER & GOLD WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS: 
Is 2021 the year in which you and your spouse celebrate your 25th, 50th, 55th, 60th, 65th, or 70th or 
more wedding anniversary? Bishop Malloy and the Life & Family Evangelization Office would like to 
celebrate this milestone with you.  Couples celebrating the milestone wedding anniversaries of 25, 
50, 55, 60, 65, and 70 or more years of marriage in 2021 are invited to a special Mass in their honor 
at St. Mary Parish in Huntley, IL on Sunday, August 22nd at 2:30 PM celebrated by Bishop David J. 
Malloy. A cake and punch reception will immediately follow. The Life & Family Evangelization 
Office welcomes your registration by phone (815) 399-4300 or online at 
www.rockforddiocese.org/anniversary by August 10th. Commemorative certificates to mark this 
special occasion will be available for those who pre-register for this event.

http://www.rockforddiocese.org/anniversary


Our Goal is  $ 232,189.00

Our Goal is  $ 232,189.00

$ 232,189.00
$ 108,625.00
$ 123,5649.00

3,609
212rockforddiocese.org/donate

ISO: Faith filled Catholics willing to share their time and 
talent with the children of our parish!  Have you 
considered being a catechist?  Do you wonder if this 
ministry is calling you? Do you have what it takes to lead 
people to deeper relationship with Jesus?
We want to talk with you!  
We serve 300 - 375 students in our religious education 
program between ages 4 and 12.  We need numerous 
(45-60) volunteers to help share the faith in the 
classroom. Please contact us to learn more about how 
you can be part of this ministry! Be a part of our mission!
Contact us at re@stthomascl.church or 815-455-9787.
 

Thank you to Father McCormick Knights of 
Columbus Council #3880!

 1st Way Life Center is very thankful for your 
generous donation of $500.  The Knights 
stand strong for life and we are grateful to be 
a recipient of your good work.  Your gifts help 
our moms choose life for their babies.  We are 
blessed to be able to do the work we do and it 
would not be possible without support such 
as yours.   Thank you for being part of our 
mission.

Blessings! 1st Way Life Center

Dear Ushers,
 
Greetings to all ushers from your new pastor and 
thank you for your commitment to this very 
important ministry here at St. Thomas the Apostle! 
Understandably many of our normal practices had 
fallen away during this past year's Covid-19 pandemic 
and public health crisis. However, now things are 
finally beginning to look much better, and Bishop 
David J. Malloy, of the Rockford Diocese, has stated 
that the dispensation from Mass that has been in 
place (due to these serious health concerns) for over a 
year, will be lifted on July 1, 2021.
 
Our goal is to return to many of our former practices 
and procedures (pre- Covid-19) for ushering, starting 
on the weekend of July 10/11, 2021. We do hope all or 
many of you will return to or continue in this 
important ministry. I see your role as creating a spirit 
of welcome, hospitality and kind assistance to all who 
come to worship at St. Thomas the Apostle Parish, in 
Crystal Lake, IL. Thank you again for your 
commitment to this ministry and your kind 
consideration of my request for your valued services.
 
God Bless you,
Rev. Robert W. Jones, Pastor
St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church
272 King St
Crystal Lake, IL 60014
815-455-5400 815-455-2733 (fax) 
www.stthomascl.church

http://www.stthomascl.church/


St. Thomas & Little Saints Schools
EMPOWER Illinois Invest in Kids Scholarship Fund update:

A huge thank you to the anonymous donor that provided two and half 
scholarships for students at St. Thomas- one in second grade and 
one in third grade.

If you are interested in assisting with tuition and receiving a tax credit, 
please visit https://empowerillinois.org/donate/ 

Extended Time Care for grades K-8 will be in place next year for after 
school until 4:15 or 6:00 pm. Interested adults in supervising this 
program should contact the school ghouston@stthomascl.org or 
815-459-0496

Stay and play program for Little Saints is available until 2:00 pm. 
Please contact ghouston@stthomascl.org 

We are also looking for interested adults for supervising lunch and 
recess. Please contact Mrs. Ruffolo gruffolo@stthomascl.org

Interested families in our preschool or k-8 school can call Mrs. 
Houston at 815-459-0496 for more information and a tour or email 
ghouston@stthomascl.org 

Little Saints is currently looking for additional teachers having an 
Associates Degree in Early Childhood or working toward this or 
another education degree. Please contact Mrs. Houston 
ghouston@stthomascl.org 

Thank you for your continued prayers and support for our schools!

https://empowerillinois.org/donate/
mailto:ghouston@stthomascl.org
mailto:ghouston@stthomascl.org
mailto:gruffolo@stthomascl.org
mailto:ghouston@stthomascl.org
mailto:ghouston@stthomascl.org




Pastor:
Rev. Bob Jones

Parochial Vicars:
Rev. Andrew Hernandez
Rev. Charles Fitzpatrick
Rev. William Tunarosa

Permanent Deacons:
Mr. Allen Bondi
Mr. Neal Carpenter
Mr. Jose Aguilar (Hispanic)

Administrative Services:
Donna Kothera, Parish Secretary- Ext. 400
dkothera@saintthomacatholicchurch.org
Patricia Roatch, Financial Secretary-Ext. 413
proatch@stthomascl.church
Melinda Popp, Financial Assistant/Bulletin 
Editor -Ext. 405 mpopp@stthomascl.church

Director of Youth & Evangelization:   
Patrick  Haviland, Director
phaviland@stthomascl.church
Maureen Sullivan, Secretary
ymsec@stthomascl.church

Music & Liturgy:
Sarah Wright, Music Director-Ext. 416
musicdirector@stthomascl.church
Meg Struttman, Administrative Assistant-Ext. 
417
mstruttman@stthomascl.church

Religious Education:  
Charlotte Kolodzik, Director
ckolodzik@stthomascl.church
Christina Benkert, Secretary
religiouseducation@stthomascl.church

Renee Lyons, Coordinator
religiouseducation@stthomascl.church

Receptionists:   Ext: 406
Renee Lyons,Kris Noonan, Nancy Leibforth
receptiondesk@stthomascl.church

Hispanic Ministry:                  
Reverend William Tunarosa, Parochial Vicar
Irene Garcia, Hispanic Ministry Secretary
igarcia@stthomascl.church
Jose Guimaray- jguimaray@stthomascl.church

St. Thomas School/Little Saints Preschool 
Gina Houston, Principal
ghouston@stthomascl.org
Gina Ruffolo, Vice Principal
gruffolo@stthomascl.org
Michelle Boppart, Director of Development
mboppart@stthomascl.org

Marian Central High School:
Woodstock, IL 815-338-4220
www.marian.com

  

PARISH INFORMATION

Parish Center Hours: 
Monday-Thursday  9:00 AM-5:00 PM
Friday 9:00 AM-Noon

Confessions (Reconciliation):
Mondays 5:00 PM-6:00 PM (Oak Street Church)
Saturdays 8:00 AM-9:00 Am (Oak Street Church)
 and 3:00 PM-4:00 PM

Locations:
Oak Street Church- 451 W Terra Cotta Ave. Crystal Lake,
 IL 60014
Pierson Street Church-453 Pierson St. Crystal Lake, 
IL 60014
Parish Office-272 King St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014
St. Thomas School-265 King St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014
Preschool-454 Lake St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014

Phone Numbers:
Parish Office-(815) 455-5400 
Parish Fax-(815) 455-2733
Youth & Evangelization-(815) 455-9037
Religious Education-(815) 455-9787
Hispanic Ministry-(815) 356-0860
St. Thomas the Apostle School-(815) 459-0496

Resources:
Crystal Lake Food Pantry-42 East St. Crystal Lake,
 IL 60014
815-455-0961
M, W, F - 10:00 am-2:00 pm
Th - 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Sat. - 9:00 am - Noon

St. Thomas Outreach-469 Lake St., Crystal Lake, IL 
60014
815-455-1249
Please call for an appointment

Little Christopher Resale Shoppe:
469 Lake St., Crystal Lake, IL 60014
815-459-9442
Tues. & Wed. 10:00 am - 1:00 pm, 
Th. 10:00 am - 3:00 pm,
Donations accepted:  Mon. 9:00 am - 11:00 am, 
Tues. & Wed.10:00 am - 1:00 pm & 
Th. 10:00 - 3:00 pm

Connect with us:

www.stthomasflocknote.com

www.facebook.com/saintthomascl

www.stthomascl.church

www.instagram.com/st.thomascl

http://www.stthomasflocknote.com
http://www.facebook.com/saintthomascl
http://www.stthomascl.church
http://www.instagram.com/st.thomascl


                                4 de julio de 2021              14º Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario

¿No es éste el carpintero? Le ha pasado por casualidad que a usted le diga la gente y especialmente 
familiares amigos esta misma frase. Por ejemplo, se escucha, es la hija de la del salón de belleza, es 
el hijo del taquero de la esquina. Y así sucesivamente, parece que es muy difícil reconocer a la 
persona por su nombre y por sus virtudes. ¡Si le paso a Jesús en su tiempo nos sucede también en el 
nuestro! “Si hay un lugar donde un profeta es despreciado, es en su tierra, entre sus parientes y en su 
propia familia” (Marcos 6:4).

Y seguimos de incrédulos en lo que a Dios se refiere, hay gente que todavía vive como si Dios no 
existiera. Lo vivimos en esta terrible pandemia, donde tanto dolor ha habido, muchas personas han 
muerto, y aun así no creemos. Para ver a Dios entre nosotros, definitivamente necesitamos de creer 
y vivir la gracia de tener a Jesucristo como centro de nuestra vida. El Papa Francisco lo explica mejor 
con la siguiente pregunta: “¿Por qué los compatriotas de Jesús pasan de la maravilla a la 
incredulidad? Hacen una comparación entre el origen humilde de Jesús y sus capacidades actuales: 
es carpintero, no ha estudiado, sin embargo, predica mejor que los escribas y hace milagros. Y en vez 
de abrirse a la realidad, se escandalizan: ¡Dios es demasiado grande para rebajarse a hablar a través 
de un hombre tan simple! Es el escándalo de la encarnación” (7/8/2018). Para ser sinceros, casi 
nunca reconocemos a Cristo en las personas que nos rodean o a las que tratamos de cerca. Y es ahí, 
donde Dios está manifiesto. ¿Cree usted esto?   ©LPi

Ministerio Hispano
Parroquia Santo Tomás 
Apóstol /Ministerio Hispano
Dirección: 272 King St. Crystal 
Lake,  IL. 60014  
Teléfono: 815-455-5400  
Línea Directa: 815-356-0860  
Fax: 815-455-2733

Coordinador: Reverendo William 
Tunarosa. 
Atención  al Público: Martes a 
Jueves de 9:00am a 4:00pm
Llamar a la Oficina Parroquial 
para hacer su cita (815 356 0860)

 Educación Religiosa, Atención al 
Público:
Irene García : Lunes a Viernes  
9:00am a  5:00pm

Oficina del Ministerio Hispano, 
Atención al Público:
Irene Garcia: Lunes a Viernes 
9:00pm a 5:00pm

 

MISA DE ANIVERSARIOS DE BODA DE PLATA 
Y ORO: Las parejas que en 2021 celebran 
aniversarios de boda de 25, 50, 55, 60, 65, 70 
o más años, están invitadas a una misa 
especial que el obispo David J. Malloy 
presidirá en honor a ellos, en la parroquia 
Santa María en Huntley, Illinois; el domingo 
22 de agosto a las 2:30 p.m. Después de la 
misa habrá una recepción con pastel y poche. 
¿Estás celebrando este hito especial? La 
Oficina de la Vida, la Evangelización y la 
Familia te invita a inscribirte hasta el 10 de 
agosto, por teléfono en el (815) 399-4300 o 
en línea 
www.rockforddiocese.org/aniversario. 
Pre regístrate  para recibir tu certificado 
conmemorativo de esta ocasión especial.

http://www.rockforddiocese.org/aniversario





