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Mission Statement

We are a Catholic family, living our awareness of Christ’s presence 
through worship, service, evangelization & community for the 

benefit of all.

St. Thomas the Apostle Church Baptismal Font Circa 1968



Every American citizen, of the right age, remembers where they were and what they 
were doing 20 years ago, on September 11, 2001. I had just finished saying Mass for 
the grade school children at St. Patrick’s Parish, in Dixon, IL. After Mass, the Parish 
Secretary told me that an airplane had just flew directly into one of the towers of the 
World Trade Center in New York City. I couldn’t believe my ears, so I decided to go 
over to the rectory and turn on the television. Not long after I turned it on, I actually 
saw a second plane hit the second tower. At this time, it was clear that this was no 
freak accident, but that we were under attack. Then I learned of two more planes, 
one which would hit the Pentagon and a fourth plane that never reached its 
intended target (the U.S. Capitol Building) due to the heroic actions of a number of 
passengers aboard that 

  Pastor’s Corner

Flight. At noon today (September 11, 2021) I was blessed to be part of a special “Patriot Day” held at Union 
Cemetery, here in Crystal Lake. A great feeling of patriotic pride in stirred in my heart, in much the same way 
it did when I heard the stories of so many heroic Americans who risked and gave their lives for others in one 
of our nation’s greatest tragedies. A similar feeling of pride and admiration filled my heart a few years ago 
when I had an opportunity to visit the 9/11 Memorial in New York City. The goal of those terrorists was to 
attack our economic center, our defense center and our political center. They hit 3 of their 4 intended 
targets, so it was considered a successful day in the eyes of many terrorists. They certainly wounded us. Yet 
the spirit of our country proved to be quite resilient.

Today, many believe that an even greater threat to our country may be home grown terrorists, who have a 
great desire to attack the foundations of our country. As a person of faith, one of my most fervent prayers is 
for greater unity within our country. For me this starts with our Church. We have so many values and 
teachings that our Church stands for and believes in. If only we became more knowledgeable of these 
teachings and fully embraced them, I firmly believe that we would be a more united Church. As a united 
Church we could become a much more powerful and influential force within our country.

Our St. Thomas Fest represents not only an opportunity to come together for family fun, games, local music 
and good food, but also an opportunity to pray for these fallen heroes of 9/11. An outdoor Stations of the 
Cross was added to our grounds out by the beautifully maintained Birdie’s Garden. We also plan to have a 
special blessing for this wonderful devotion of our Church.

This weekend, we also are conducting an In-Pew Time & Talent Sign-Up opportunity at all weekend Masses. 
I would like to make a special plea for our Worship ministries (Liturgy & Music). We need help in almost 
every category. Our Mass is not only Jesus’s most precious gift to us, but his command to “do this in 
memory of me.” (Luke 22: 19) The Second Vatican Council picked up on this and said that the Sacred Liturgy 
calls for the full and active participation of the entire congregation. We are to be participants, not mere 
spectators. Our liturgies would be so much more beautiful and life-giving, if we all embraced the command 
of the Lord and the teaching of the Second Vatican Council.

We need your presence here at our Worship! Please consider your own call to a fuller participation in the 
Lord’s greatest gift to us – the gift of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. Yes, we will continue to Live-Stream, 
but it really is time to come back to Church with your whole body, mind, heart and soul!

Peace be with you, Fr. Bob Jones



   

Sunday, September 19
7:30                                                      +Frances Moczulewski     
9:00         +Tom Ringness & Mary Ringness Sherwood
                                                                             +Jim Kratochvil
10:30                              The People of St. Thomas Parish, 
                                                                         Living & Deceased  
Noon                                                                         +Niki Young
                                        Diane Michalik, Special Intention       
5:30                                                                           +Judith Fues

     
                

Saturday,September 18
7:30              Riley Family Members, Living & Deceased
4:30                                                                            +Bill Dreyer   
         

     
                

          

Friday, September 17; St. Robert 
Bellarmine
6:30                    Francis J. Barciak III, Special Intention
12:10                                                                            +Paul Cribb
                                                           +Dominic & Lela Buttitta

     
                

Wednesday,September 15; Our lady 
of Sorrows
6:30                               Jerry Zacharias, Special Intention
12:10                                                                 +Nancy R. Zucco
                                  +Iluminada Pascual Felina Ponsaran    

     
                

Tuesday, September 14; The 
Exaltation of the Holy Cross
6:30                                    +Souls of the Faithful Departed    
                                               +Magdalene & Sydney Kamysz
8:30                                    Joan Mickow, Special Intention

   

     
                

Mass Intention for the Week

Monday September 13;St John 
Chrysostom
6:30                                     +Deceased Family & Friends of
                                                                         Paul & Alina Cribb 
12:10                                                          +Ryan Cunningham
                                                                                +Tom Babcock

     
                

The title, Our Lady of Sorrows, given to our Blessed Mother 
focuses on her intense suffering and grief during the 
passion and death of our Lord. Traditionally, this suffering 
was not limited to the passion and death event; rather, it 
comprised the seven dolors or seven sorrows of Mary, 
which were foretold by the Priest Simeon who proclaimed 
to Mary, This child [Jesus] is destined to be the downfall 
and the rise of many in Israel, a sign that will be opposed 
and you yourself shall be pierced with a sword so that the 
thoughts of many hearts may be laid bare (Luke 2:34-35). 
These seven sorrows of our Blessed Mother included the 
flight of the Holy Family into Egypt; the loss and finding of 
the child Jesus in the Temple; Mary's meeting of Jesus on 
His way to Calvary; Mary's standing at the foot of the cross 
when our Lord was crucified; her holding of Jesus when He 
was taken down from the cross; and then our Lord's burial. 
In all, the prophecy of Simeon that a sword would pierce 
our Blessed Mother's heart was fulfilled in these events. For 
this reason, Mary is sometimes depicted with her heart 
exposed and with seven swords piercing it. More 
importantly, each new suffering was received with the 
courage, love, and trust that echoed her fiat, let it be done 
unto me according to Thy word, first uttered at the 
Annunciation.

This Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows grew in popularity in the 
12th century, although under various titles. Granted, some 
writings would place its roots in the eleventh century, 
especially among the Benedictine monks. By the fourteenth 
and fifteenth centuries, the feast and devotion were 
widespread throughout the Church.

Therefore, as we honor our Blessed Mother, our Lady of 
Sorrows, we honor her as the faithful disciple and 
exemplar of faith. Let us pray as we do in the opening 
prayer of the Mass for this feast day: Father, as your Son 
was raised on the cross, His Mother Mary stood by Him, 
sharing His sufferings. May your Church be united with 
Christ in His suffering and death and so come to share in 
His rising to new life. Looking to the example of Mary, may 
we too unite our sufferings to our Lord, facing them with 
courage, love, and trust...catholiceducation.org

Thursday,September 16; SS. 
Cornelius & Cyprian
6:30                                 Msgr. Hermes, Special Intention
8:30                                                          +Beverly Brinckman
                                     Kaylee Leibforth, Special Intention
       

  

     
                

  

Please pray for the sick:

Please pray for the deceased



Celebrants: September 13,-September 18, 2021:
9/13-6:30 am-Fr. Jones, 12:10 pm -Fr.Hernandez 

              9/14-6:30 am-Fr.Fitzpatrick, 8:30 am-Fr.Jones
9/15-6:30 am-Fr.Hernandez, 12:10 pm- Fr.Fitzpatrick
       9/16-6:30 am-Fr.Hernandez,8:30 am-Fr.Tunarosa
         9/17- 6:30 am -Fr.Fitzpatrick, 12:10 pm- Fr.Jones
                                                     9/18-7:30 am-Fr. Hernandez                        

      Sunday Masses: September 18,-September 19, 2021
                                  4:30 pm: Fr.Jones-Lector;Lou Bianchi
                7:30 am: Fr.Fitzpatrick -Lector;Mark Przybylski 

9:00 am: Fr.Fitzpatrick-Lector; Mike Jasinski
                               10:30 am: Fr. Jones-Lector; Don Amoruso 
                            Noon: Fr.Hernandez-Lector; Lily Langos 
                   5:30 pm: Fr.Hernandez -Lector;Cindy Milone 

 EM Schedule: September  18,-September 19, 2021
  4:30 pm:D. Matousek     

    7:30 am: E. Wojewoda, P. Wyman, L.Gajdzik, L. Sernett  
9:00 am: L. Tevyaw, S. Smith, J. Tinkham, V. Cuchna 

                             10:30 am: F. Ciangi, J. Widenfeld, J. Brickey
                                                      Noon:M. Klepitsch 

 5:30 pm:A. O’Connell Zachary Lasso & Katelyn Gilly III



As of April 7, 2021

Candle IntentionsCandle

Weekend Collection
September 5, 2021

Sunday Budget: $39,231.00

Collection: $22, 265.56
EFT: $ 7, 432.00
On-Line: $ 18, 324.50
Actual: $ 47, 822.06

Overage:    $ 8, 591.06
Budget Shortage-$ 

Hispanic Collection $ 2, 905.00

Adoration
Candle Intentions

9/13-9/25

Wolf Family, James Canizaro,
Frank Catenzard & Slowey Family

Knights of Columbus Tootsie Roll Drive
Please join the Knights for their annual 
tootsie roll drive to benefit people with 

Intellectual disabilities..
September 17 & 18.

Candy pick up is at the Parish Center and 
sign ups are at Signup.com

Here's how it works easy steps:
 1) Click this link to see our ID Drive on 
SignUp.com: https://signup.com/go/PWRERpT 
2) Review the options listed and choose the 
spot(s) you like

That Man is You is back

 Knights of Columbus Council 3880 is proudly 
sponsoring TMIY at St. Thomas.

We are thrilled to introduce the new TMIY program, 
Thy Kingdom Come, featuring a variety of great 
Catholic apologists, with new topics and great new 
discussions. Each will guide men of all ages – and 
especially dads with young families – to become the 
best Catholic husband and father they can be.

 We start at 6:15 a.m., with a 30-minute video, break 
into small groups and wrap up by 7:30 a.m. More 
details on That Man is You can be found 
paradisusdei.org, or emailing Greg Ives at 
gregives@att.net. Click Join Zoom Meeting at 6:00 
a.m. to join virtually. Meeting ID: 841 8197 1733

https://signup.com/go/PWRERpT


Our Goal is  $ 232,189.00

My name is Mike Wojnarowski, and I grew up in Oak Lawn, IL with my mom, 
dad, and sister.  I went to Richards High School in Oak Lawn, then went off to 
Lewis University in Romeoville, IL on a tennis scholarship to get my degree in 
Finance.   After college I moved to Rockford to take a full-time position as a 
teaching tennis professional.  While I grew up in the Catholic Church, faith was 
never really something on my mind after getting confirmed in 8th grade.  
After a pretty intense conversion when I was 27, I had finally "seen the light," 
and realized that there was much more to life than the physical world that we 
experience every day.  
 
Life with Christ completely rearranged my life, and it made life fulfilling for 
me, but there was still a feeling inside like something was left unfinished.  
There was something more that I needed to do in life.  In the summer of 2018, 
there happened to be a streak where 4 out of 5 Sundays Fr. Barch out of St. 
Mary in Byron preached about vocations.  After that stretch of preaching, I 
just felt this excitement that I'm passionate about my faith, I would like to do 
more with it, and I'm free to accept a vocation in the priesthood.  Maybe I need 
to give this some thought?  I reached out to Fr. John McNamara who was an 
associate vocation director, and after a few talks we decided that I should put 
in an application for the priesthood.  This past week I've just begun my 2nd 
year of Pre-Theology at the University of St. Mary of the Lake in Mundelein just 
down the road, and I have been given St. Thomas as my teaching parish.   I'm 
very excited to get to meet all of you in person soon, and I can't wait to get 
involved in some of the ministries here at St. Thomas!  I will be around after 
most of the weekend masses so please feel free to stop by and say hello!
 
God bless,
Michael Wojnarowski



Please join us for a Women's Evening of Recollection

Monday, September 20 at 7 o'clock pm
 St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church 

453 Pierson Street
 

What is a recollection? 
It is a time of silent prayer and reflection. It includes meditations led by a priest of 

Opus Dei, an examination of conscience, and a brief talk.
Confessions and spiritual direction will be available.



Women’s Club Luncheon

Please join us for our Women’s Club Luncheon!

Wednesday, October 13th at Hickory Hall

11:30 Gathering – 12:00 Lunch

Tickets are $20.00 and can be purchased at the Parish 

Center Office.

Tickets must be purchased by September 27th!

 

Now that we are back to a 
regular flow for Holy 
Communion we wanted to 
make you aware that if you 
would like to receive Jesus on 
your tongue, to please go to 
the Celebrante in the center 
aisle for communion.





Pastor:
Rev. Robert Jones

Parochial Vicars:
Rev. Andrew Hernandez
Rev. Charles Fitzpatrick
Rev. William Tunarosa

Permanent Deacons:
Mr. Allen Bondi
Mr. Neal Carpenter
Mr. Jose Aguilar 

Administrative Services: (815)455-5400 
Fax-(815) 455-2733
Donna Kothera, Parish Secretary- Ext. 400
dkothera@saintthomacatholicchurch.org
Patricia Roatch, Financial Secretary-Ext. 413
proatch@stthomascl.church
Melinda Popp, Financial Assistant/Bulletin Editor -Ext. 405 
mpopp@stthomascl.church

Director of Youth & Evangelization: (815)455-9037 
Patrick  Haviland, Director
phaviland@stthomascl.church

Music & Liturgy:
Sarah Rattana, Music Director-Ext. 416
musicdirector@stthomascl.church
Meg Struttman, Administrative Assistant-Ext. 417
mstruttman@stthomascl.church

Religious Education:(815)455-9787 
Charlotte Kolodzik, Director
ckolodzik@stthomascl.church
Christina Benkert, Secretary
religiouseducation@stthomascl.church
Renee Lyons, Coordinator
religiouseducation@stthomascl.church

Receptionists:   Ext: 406
Renee Lyons,Kris Noonan, Nancy Leibforth
receptiondesk@stthomascl.church

Hispanic Ministry: (815)356-0860                
Reverend William Tunarosa, Parochial Vicar
Irene Garcia, Hispanic Ministry Secretary
igarcia@stthomascl.church
Jose Guimaray- jguimaray@stthomascl.church

St. Thomas School/Little Saints Preschool 
Gina Houston, Principal
ghouston@stthomascl.org
Gina Ruffolo, Vice Principal
gruffolo@stthomascl.org
Michelle Boppart, Director of Development
mboppart@stthomascl.org
(815) 459-0496

Marian Central High School:
Woodstock, IL 815-338-4220
www.marian.com

                                                    
                                                            PARISH INFORMATION

Parish Center Hours: 
Monday-Friday   8:00 AM-5:00 PM

Confessions (Reconciliation):
Mondays 5:00 PM-6:00 PM (Oak Street Church)
Saturdays 8:00 AM-9:00 Am (Oak Street Church)
and 3:00 PM-4:00 PM

Locations:
Oak Street Church- 451 W Terra Cotta Ave. Crystal Lake,
IL 60014
Pierson Street Church-453 Pierson St. Crystal Lake, 
IL 60014
Parish Office-272 King St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014
St. Thomas School-265 King St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014
Preschool-454 Lake St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014

Resources:
Crystal Lake Food Pantry-42 East St. Crystal Lake,
 IL 60014
815-455-0961
M, W, F - 10:00 am-2:00 pm
Th - 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Sat. - 9:00 am - Noon

St. Thomas Outreach-469 Lake St., Crystal Lake, IL 60014
815-455-1249
Please call for an appointment

Little Christopher Resale Shoppe-
469 Lake St., Crystal Lake, IL 60014
815-459-9442
Tues. & Wed  10:00 am - 1:00 pm, Th. 10:00 am - 3:00 pm,
Donations accepted:  Mon. 9:00 am - 11:00 am, 
Tues. & Wed  10:00 am - 1:00 pm & 
Th. 10:00 - 3:00 pm

Connect with us:

www.stthomasflocknote.com

www.facebook.com/saintthomascl

www.stthomascl.church

www.instagram.com/st.thomascl

Please visit or call 
the Parish Center 
to schedule a Mass 
Intention

If you would like the St. Jude Guild to 
pray for the special intention of a 
loved one who is living, please 
contact Georgia Kostur at 
815-459-5432

http://www.stthomasflocknote.com
http://www.facebook.com/saintthomascl
http://www.stthomascl.church
http://www.instagram.com/st.thomascl


                                     12 de septiembre 2021              24º Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario

Y ustedes, ¿quién dicen que soy yo? Es la pregunta que Jesús hizo a sus discípulos en su tiempo 
histórico, y ahora nos la hace a nosotros. Es una pregunta muy importante que debe ser 
respondida individualmente. Con ayuda de la fe, se puede dar una respuesta más efectiva. Dicho de 
otro modo, la verdadera fe incluye un compromiso diario de aventurarse en el misterio de la cruz. 
Es difícil el camino, pero te lleva a la vida. La reflexión del Papa Francisco es de gran ayuda para 
adentrar en detalle e iluminar a cada uno en el saber dónde está nuestra respuesta ahora.
“Pero el Señor quiere que sus discípulos de ayer y de hoy establezcan con él una relación personal, 
y así lo acojan en el centro de sus vidas. Por esto los exhorta a ponerse con toda la verdad entre sí 
mismos y les pregunta. ¿Y ustedes, quién dicen que soy yo? Jesús, hoy, nos vuelve a dirigir esta 
pregunta tan directa y confidencial a cada uno de nosotros” (9/16/018). Puede ser que 
contestemos como Pedro, quien, lleno de entusiasmo y quizá sin pensar, da una respuesta 
inmediata: “Tú eres el Mesías” (Marcos 8:29). Pedro, te has sacado un diez de nota, que buena 
respuesta has dado. Pero enseguida, te equivocaste al querer decirle lo que debería de hacer con 
respecto a sus padecimientos en la cruz. El Papa Francisco continúa diciéndonos: “Jesús nos dice 
que, para seguirle, se necesita negarse a uno mismo, es decir, los pretextos del propio orgullo 
egoísta, y cargar con la cruz”. Enseguida, el Evangelio nos dice: “¿De qué le sirve a uno si ha 
ganado el mundo entero, pero se ha destruido a sí mismo?”   ©LPi

Ministerio Hispano
Parroquia Santo Tomás 
Apóstol /Ministerio Hispano
Dirección: 272 King St. Crystal 
Lake,  IL. 60014  
Teléfono: 815-455-5400  
Línea Directa: 815-356-0860  
Fax: 815-455-2733

Coordinador: Reverendo William 
Tunarosa. 
Atención  al Público: Martes a 
Jueves de 9:00am a 4:00pm
Llamar a la Oficina Parroquial 
para hacer su cita (815 356 0860)

 Educación Religiosa, Atención al 
Público:
Irene García : Lunes a Viernes  
9:00am a  5:00pm

Oficina del Ministerio Hispano, 
Atención al Público:
Irene Garcia: Lunes a Viernes 
9:00pm a 5:00pm

 

nuevo horario de misas
Martes 6:00 am

Miércoles 6:00 am
Jueves 7:00 pm

Viernes 7:00 pm
Sábado 5:00 pm y 7:00 pm

Domingo 9:30 am y 11:30 am






