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Mission Statement

We are a Catholic family, living our awareness of Christ’s presence 
through worship, service, evangelization & community for the 

benefit of all.

St. Thomas the Apostle Church Baptismal Font Circa 1968

Respect Life Sunday



Shortly after I arrived, I did a Flock Note video regarding the state of our 
Diocesan Appeal. At that time, I noted that we had only received about 
50% of our pledge target goal, which is $232,189.00. Yet, even more 
concerning was that only 5% of our faith community had responded to 
the appeal, at that time. After that video, a good number of parishioners 
commented that they were not aware of the appeal. It simply was not on 
their radar. Since that time our pledge total has increased to about 70% 
of our pledge target goal, with now just over 10% of our faith 
community responding.Throughout the Rockford Diocese,many 

  Pastor’s Corner

parishes have now reached or surpassed their pledge target goal. The average parish in the 
diocese is now at over 90% of their pledge target amount collected. Our parish is still very 
much behind in this appeal. I have since learned that back in May when every parish was to 
begin the promotion of this appeal, that apparently did not happen here at St. Thomas the 
Apostle, or if it did happen, then no one seems to be aware of it.

So, we are dedicating this weekend, October 23 & 24, to promoting the annual Diocesan 
Appeal, which is entitled, “Bear Much Fruit.” At every Mass, this weekend, we will be 
encouraging everyone to fill out pledge cards, located in the pews. Again, I emphasize that we 
need every family to respond to this appeal. To date, the average pledge has been $462.37 per 
family. Think of $1 per day. Can you spare $1 per day. I am certain that almost all of you can. 
Well, that would equal a gift of $365 for an appeal that will greatly benefit our diocese and 
our parish. That amount is simply a suggestion. Any amount you can give will be greatly 
appreciated.

I must remind everyone that our parish must pay the diocese the entire target amount. If we 
do not receive this amount from our parishioners, then we must draw from our reserves, 
which unfortunately we had to do last year. Historically, St. Thomas has had a good track 
record of meeting this important responsibility. Please, help us get back on track and help us 
meet our responsibility this year.

If you have already responded to this appeal, please know of our sincere gratitude for your 
response. Since we are so far behind this year, if you would possibly consider an additional 
gift, it would be most appreciated and needed.

Your contribution to Diocesan Stewardship helps our diocese, and it also helps our parish in 
so many ways. Our parish priests, deacons, seminarians, ministry formation candidates and 
graduates, Spread Ministry, Deaf Ministry, are just a few of numerous ways that Diocesan 
Stewardship is directly connected to helping parishes like our own. Please do not ignore this 
heartfelt plea. We need your help. This is a very achievable goal, but we need everyone to 
respond, so we can “Bear Much Fruit”.

Peace be with you,
Fr. Bob Jones



Mass Intention for the Week When we see God with true sincerity of heart and 
God passes us along our way, it is only then that we 
will be able to cry out, “Jesus, son of David, have 
pity on me!” We have to truly want to be healed by, 
and in union with, God in order for us to reach out 
to him. If God is only an abstract idea, theory, or 
someone found in the pages of a book, there is no 
motivation for a relationship and no desire to seek 
him. God needs to be real in order for faith to be 
real. It’s all about the journey.
St. Augustine reminds us that “to fall in love with 
God is the greatest romance; to seek Him the 
greatest adventure; to find Him the greatest 
human achievement.” We strive after many things 
and mercy is not always one of them. We think that 
we can find fulfillment and healing in other things 
only to discover that we are still short and empty. 
From the moment human beings were created, 
God has been calling us and seeking us. He has 
been walking right beside the human story from 
the minute He first breathed life into the first 
human soul. Are we able to recognize God as He 
walks with us? At some point we have to realize 
that there is only one way to satisfy the deepest 
longings of the human heart and that is in 
relationship with our Creator. We are called to this. 
However, we make the huge error of thinking that 
what we are hearing is coming from somewhere 
else. We become confused. Every human being 
would certainly profit with wisdom if they realized 
Who calls them and to Whom they belong.
Then and only then will we realize that it is only 
our Divine Master who can give us true vision and 
heal us. Once we recognize and reach out for the 
merciful presence of our loving Maker, we will be 
able to see with our soul, understanding the true 
nature and depth of all things. God’s mercy is 
always available. It doesn’t matter how far we have 
strayed or how blind we become, God patiently 
waits to console us, guide us and heal us. All we 
need to do is desire Him. Once we reach out, we 
also realize that there is no greater love to be found 
than God’s, no human adventure that comes even 
close to the thrill of a spiritual search, and no 
human achievement even remotely as satisfying as 
union with Him. This is where we belong. This is 
salvation...©LP

Monday October 25
6:30                                                       +Mr. & Mrs. Halecki
12:10                                                                           +Sol Daya        

Tuesday, October 26 
6:30                               +Souls of the Faithful Departed
                                                                          +Nicolas Adupe
8:30                                                                        +Bill Dwyer
                                                                     +Judith & Nicky Fues                 
       

Wednesday,October 27
6:30                                                                +Blaine Heaton
12:10                                                                   +Jim Schwarz                                              

Thursday,October 28; SS Simon & 
Jude
6:30                               +Souls of the Faithful Departed
8:30       St. Jude Guild Members, Living & Deceased                                                                         
 

Friday, October 29
6:30                                                                 +Helen Barciak
12:10                                                          +Jozef Butkiewicz
                         

Saturday,October 30
7:30                                                                  +Marie Chmiel
4:30                 John Greene Family, Special Intention
                                                                          +Irene Delvalle                                                                      

Sunday, October 31
7:30                                    +Rev. Thomas Greaney, OSM
9:00                                                       +William Maher, Jr.

                            Scott Moran, Special Intention
10:30                         The People of St. Thomas Parish, 
                                                                    Living & Deceased            
Noon                                                                +Scott Simeon 
                                                                              +Esther Kane                                                             
5:30                               +Souls of the Faithful Departed                             
    

Please pray for the deceased
Sue Kiermas

Lynda Clarkson

Please pray for the sick:
Robert Weymouth

Jorge Hernandez & Kristen Zehrer II
Garrett Koslan & Bethany Arnold I



                          EM Schedule: October 30,-October 31, 2021
  4:30 pm D. Matousek   

7:30 am: M. Genzler, E. Wojewoda, L. Gajdzik, M. Przybylski
9:00 am:P. Slowey, V. Cuchna, S. Smith, M. Johnson 

                 10:30 am: I. Carlino, S. Gawart, M. Carpenter, J. Arza
                                                      Noon: Volunteer Needed

 5:30 pm: A. O’Connell

Altar Server Schedule: October 30,-October 31, 2021
  4:30 pm:Volunteers Needed   

                                                                7:30 am:Volunteers Needed
9:00 am:K. Johnson, M. Johnson, E. Johnson

                                                            10:30 am: Volunteers Needed 
                                  Noon:J. Dovidio, I. Costantini

 5:30 pm:Volunteers Needed

Celebrants: October 25,-October 30, 2021:
            10/25-6:30 am-Fr. Jones, 12:10 pm -Fr.Hernandez
   10/26-6:30 am-Fr.Fitzpatrick, 8:30 am-Fr.Hernandez
   10/27-6:30 am-Fr.Hernandez,12:10pm- Fr.Fitzpatrick
                10/28-6:30 am-Fr.Fitzpatrick,8:30 am-Fr.Jones
           10/29- 6:30 am -Fr.Jones, 12:10 pm-Fr.Fitzpatrick
                                                      10/30-7:30 am-Fr. Hernandez                      

                   Sunday Masses: October 30,-October 31, 2021
                  4:30 pm: Fr.Jones Lector;Clare Ossman

                      7:30 am: Fr.Hernandez-Lector;Bob Tuszynski
                             9:00 am: Fr.Hernandez-Lector; Tad Walters
                        10:30 am: Fr. Fitzpatrick-Lector;Don Amoruso

    Noon: Fr.Fitzpatrick-Lector;Mike Lange
                   5:30 pm: Fr.Jones -Lector;Cindy Milone 



Candle IntentionsCandleCandle IntentionsCandleAdoration
Candle Intentions

10/24-11/6

Harold Dahl, Ben Daniel,
Pheiffer Family & Ryan Family

Weekend Collection
October 17, 2021

Sunday Budget: $39,231.00

Collection: $18, 907.86
EFT: $2,512.00
On-Line: $21,071.50
Actual: $42,493.36

Overage:    $3,262.36
Budget Shortage -$

Hispanic Collection $ 3,733.25

*Not a Holy Day Of 
Obligation
Mass Schedule for All 
Saints: 6:30 am, 8:30 am, 
12:10 pm, 4:30 pm, & 
6:00 pm

Mass Schedule for All 
Souls: 6:30 am, 8:30 
am & 7:00 pm



October is the month of Mary and the Rosary. We memorialize the 
entire life of Jesus as we meditate on the Joyful, Sorrowful, Glorious 
and Luminous Mysteries. It is Mary, chosen by God as the mother of 
Jesus who brings us closer to her son and urges us to pray the holy 
rosary to receive special mediating graces.

Please join with us as we use the power of the rosary to nurture our 
faith and bring us closer to Jesus through Mary. During the month of 
October we will:

Honor Mary by decorating her altar and we invite you to stop by to 
pray

Recite the rosary after 4:30 pm Saturday Masses on October , 23rd 
and 30th.

Present “To Jesus through Mary” (please visit our October Marian table)

Questions? Call Jean Bianchi 815-529-4259– Marian Group

October will mark the 50th Anniversary of the nation’s Respect Life Month.
Between the statue of Our Lady and the flagpole at the Terra Cotta Avenue entrance to Saint Thomas

the Apostle Catholic Church, one can see the installation of several dozen white crosses. This is an act of
the Father McCormick Council 3880 of the Knights of Columbus as part of the observance of Respect Life

Month.
The White Cross Initiative began in 2008 is grounded in prayer and Christian Solidarity in support of the
dignity of the human person from conception to natural death. As John Paul II said, “Help build a world

where human life is loved and defended in all its stages.”
The cross is a symbol of new and eternal life. It is not a symbol of death. The White Cross connotes

freedom from sin and eternal life with God as promised by Jesus by His own death and resurrection.
Council 3880 puts out some 150 crosses in a pattern reminisce of our National Cemeteries.

The location for the Knights before the statue is important as the Blessed Virgin Mary is their patron and
October is a time to honor her in gratitude for the protection that she gives the Church in answer to the

praying of the Rosary by the faithful.
Also, October is dedicated to the prayer of the Rosary which is a symbol of importance to the Knights of

Columbus.
Council 3880 contribute as a gift the statue of our Lady to the Parish and installed as a civic monument

the Flagpole. Also, it sponsored the Eagle Scout project of the bench between the two structures.
The White Cross Initiative therefore is grounded in prayer and Christian Solidarity in support of the

dignity of the human person from conception to natural death. While there may be much symbolism at
this location and act, all should lead one first and foremost in prayer.

www.dioceseofjoliet.org/siteimages/life/documents/TheWhiteCrossInitiative.pdf







PK-8 School

St. Thomas is looking for adult supervision for the K-8 
extended time program from 2:00 pm till 6:00 pm. If 
you are interested in one or more days of the week, 
please contact Mrs. Houston ghouston@stthomascl.org  
This is a paid position.
School supplies needed: copy paper, sanitizing wipes, small bottles of water.

ST. THOMAS SCHOOL www.stthomascl.org

Fourth grade science conducted a lab investigating worms. We are 
studying vertebrates and invertebrates in class, and the students had to 
analyze and observe their worm to infer that it is an invertebrate. 

mailto:ghouston@stthomascl.org






Pastor:
Rev. Robert Jones

Parochial Vicars:
Rev. Andrew Hernandez
Rev. Charles Fitzpatrick
Rev. William Tunarosa

Permanent Deacons:
Mr. Allen Bondi
Mr. Neal Carpenter
Mr. Jose Aguilar 

Pastoral Consultant:
Gail Quinn, Ext 404

Administrative Services: (815)455-5400 
Fax-(815) 455-2733
Donna Kothera, Parish Secretary- Ext. 400
dkothera@saintthomacatholicchurch.org
Patricia Roatch, Financial Secretary-Ext. 413
proatch@stthomascl.church
Melinda Popp, Financial Assistant/Bulletin Editor -Ext. 405 
mpopp@stthomascl.church

Director of Youth & Evangelization: (815)455-9037 
Patrick  Haviland, Director
phaviland@stthomascl.church

Music & Liturgy:
Sarah Rattana, Music Director-Ext. 416
musicdirector@stthomascl.church
Meg Struttman, Administrative Assistant-Ext. 417
mstruttman@stthomascl.church

Religious Education:(815)455-9787 
Charlotte Kolodzik, Director
ckolodzik@stthomascl.church
Christina Benkert, Secretary
religiouseducation@stthomascl.church

Receptionists:   Ext: 406
Renee Lyons,Kris Noonan, Nancy Leibforth
receptiondesk@stthomascl.church

Hispanic Ministry: (815)356-0860                
Reverend William Tunarosa, Parochial Vicar
Irene Garcia, Hispanic Ministry Secretary
igarcia@stthomascl.church
Jose Guimaray- jguimaray@stthomascl.church

St. Thomas School/Little Saints Preschool 
Gina Houston, Principal
ghouston@stthomascl.org
Gina Ruffolo, Vice Principal
gruffolo@stthomascl.org
Michelle Boppart, Director of Development
mboppart@stthomascl.org
(815) 459-0496

Marian Central High School:
Woodstock, IL 815-338-4220
www.marian.com

                                                    
                                                            PARISH INFORMATION

Parish Center Hours: 
Monday-Friday   8:00 AM-5:00 PM

Confessions (Reconciliation):
Mondays 5:00 PM-6:00 PM (Oak Street Church)
Saturdays 8:00 AM-9:00 Am (Oak Street Church)
and 3:00 PM-4:00 PM

Locations:
Oak Street Church- 451 W Terra Cotta Ave. Crystal Lake,
IL 60014
Pierson Street Church-453 Pierson St. Crystal Lake, 
IL 60014
Parish Office-272 King St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014
St. Thomas School-265 King St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014
Preschool-454 Lake St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014

Resources:
Crystal Lake Food Pantry-42 East St. Crystal Lake,
 IL 60014
815-455-0961
M, W, F - 10:00 am-2:00 pm
Th - 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Sat. - 9:00 am - Noon

St. Thomas Outreach-469 Lake St., Crystal Lake, IL 60014
815-455-1249
Please call for an appointment

Little Christopher Resale Shoppe-
469 Lake St., Crystal Lake, IL 60014
815-459-9442
Tues. & Wed  10:00 am - 1:00 pm, Th. 10:00 am - 3:00 pm,
Donations accepted:  Mon. 9:00 am - 11:00 am, 
Tues. & Wed  10:00 am - 1:00 pm & 
Th. 10:00 - 3:00 pm

Connect with us:

www.stthomasflocknote.com

www.facebook.com/saintthomascl

www.stthomascl.church

www.instagram.com/st.thomascl

Please visit or call 
the Parish Center 
to schedule a Mass 
Intention

If you would like the St. Jude Guild to 
pray for the special intention of a 
loved one who is living, please 
contact Georgia Kostur at 
815-459-5432

http://www.stthomasflocknote.com
http://www.facebook.com/saintthomascl
http://www.stthomascl.church
http://www.instagram.com/st.thomascl


24 de octubre de 2021     30º Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario
El mundo ha llorado mucho en estos dos años de pandemia. Después de tanto sufrimiento, Dios nos 
sigue invitando al cambio en nuestro corazón. La hemos pasado mal, muchas familias lloran aún a sus 
familiares que perdieron la batalla, otros miles siguen buscando trabajo. La lucha no termina y la 
esperanza en medio de todo es que volvamos a Dios, tal como el pueblo de Israel en la primera Lectura: 
“Partieron en medio de lágrimas, pero los hago regresar contentos” (Jeremías 31:9). Ya es tiempo de 
gozar del amor y la misericordia eterna de Dios. Fijémonos, en todo lo bueno y noble que hemos 
aprendido en este tiempo y trabajemos por una sociedad más justa.
El Evangelio también nos presenta el amor y la compasión de Dios por medio del ciego de Jericó que 
grita a la orilla del camino. “¡Hijo de David ten compasión de mí!” El ciego es símbolo de todas las 
personas que sufren en el mundo. Jesús, le pregunta: ¿Qué quieres que haga por ti? La respuesta del 
ciego: “Maestro, que pueda ver”. Eso es lo que seguimos pidiendo: que podamos ver todas las 
injusticias de la sociedad, que podamos dialogar y buscar soluciones juntos, para poder vivir con paz y 
tranquilidad y así simbólicamente tirar el manto y escuchar su invitación: ánimo, ten fe, levántate. 
Jesús sigue llamando a cada uno, porque a todos nos toca ahora ver qué podemos hacer por los que nos 
rodean. El papa Francisco lo resume así: “Fijarnos en Bartimeo y su grito de búsqueda de Jesús. 
Hacerse prójimos en el camino de fe para acompañar. Testimoniar, fijándonos en los discípulos que le 
dirigen a Bartimeo solo tres palabras, ánimo, levántate, que te llama” (10/28/2018). ©LPi

Ministerio Hispano
Parroquia Santo Tomás 
Apóstol /Ministerio Hispano
Dirección: 272 King St. Crystal 
Lake,  IL. 60014  
Teléfono: 815-455-5400  
Línea Directa: 815-356-0860  
Fax: 815-455-2733

Coordinador: Reverendo William 
Tunarosa. 
Atención  al Público: Martes a 
Jueves de 9:00am a 4:00pm
Llamar a la Oficina Parroquial 
para hacer su cita (815 356 0860)

 Educación Religiosa, Atención al 
Público:
Irene García : Lunes a Viernes  
9:00am a  5:00pm

Oficina del Ministerio Hispano, 
Atención al Público:
Irene Garcia: Lunes a Viernes 
9:00pm a 5:00pm

 

nuevo horario de misas
Martes 6:00 am

Miércoles 6:00 am
Jueves 7:00 pm

Viernes 7:00 pm
Sábado 5:00 pm y 7:00 pm

Domingo 9:30 am y 11:30 am








