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Mission Statement

We are a Catholic family, living our awareness of Christ’s 
presence through worship, service, evangelization & community 

for the benefit of all.

St. Thomas the Apostle Church Baptismal Font Circa 1968

Respect Life Sunday



King Hezekiah, 800 years before the birth of Jesus, was moved by the prophet 
Micah’s message to initiate some spiritual reforms. But these reforms were 
not enough to steer the kingdom off the course that would eventually cause its 
collapse. However, in our first reading the prophet reveal the spiritual healing 
God has in store for a wayward people.The healing originates from a place that 
could easily be overlooked by the rich and powerful of this world.

  Pastor’s Corner

From a place so small in population it could not even claim to rank as a clan within the tribes of Judah 
will come a future ruler over all the tribes of Israel.

This saving plan of God was already unfolding long ago in Israel’s past. The prophet here refers to King 
David centuries before when, in response to the king’s plan to build a temple, God declared that instead 
there would be established a royal line for David. From this royal line will be born a king who will at last 
embody all the ideals the royal line of David should have exhibited from the beginning.

This king, unlike so many before him, will serve the Lord. Those who preceded him brought misery and 
hardship down on the people. But this ideal king will be a true shepherd bringing them unity and peace. 
The impact of his reign will extend beyond the limits of David’s kingdom and reach the ends of the earth.

Fast forward 800 years to the beautiful Gospel story of “The Visitation.” It is the story of Mary, shortly 
after becoming aware of “The Annunciation” and the miraculous life within her womb, now visiting her 
cousin Elizabeth, who has recently found out that her barrenness has been removed and she is now 
pregnant. It is the first time Jesus and John the Baptist are together, both within their mother’s wombs. 
The infant John leaps within his mother, Elizabeth’s womb. John is paying homage to Jesus even before 
either of them have been born. Likewise, Elizabeth, although overjoyed about the life within her, places 
the focus on Mary and life within her womb. Elizabeth pays the ultimate homage to Mary, and the result 
is the first part of the prayer we call the “Hail Mary.”

What an amazing and most beautiful way to set up the events that we refer to as “The Nativity.” This my 
friends is the story of Christmas that we will celebrate at the end of this week. In a tiny town named 
Bethlehem there would be a birth of a child. The child would be born in a place where animals fed, made 
into a makeshift bed. Talk about flying under the radar. No one was expecting the child to come this way, 
certainly not the rich and powerful leaders of that time. At first, only a few shepherds were aware of what 
was happening. Then soon after some magi, wise dignitaries from the east would be led to the place of 
this great miracle.

It seemed unlikely, yet this is what we celebrate today. The richness and power of the story never fades. It 
is the story of God’s unbelievable love for us. It is the story of “The Incarnation.” God broke into human 
history and became one of us, for only one reason, because of His love for us. That is the reason that we 
must always be a people that celebrates the virtues of Advent. The virtues of hope, love, joy and peace all 
are on full display in the miracle of the Christmas story. May God bless you all and may you have a most 
blessed Christmas season and a healthy and happy New Year!

Peace, love and joy,

Fr. Bob Jones



Mass Intention for the Week John was a country lad who made good in the big city 
and the big university of Kraków, Poland. After brilliant 
studies he was ordained a priest and became a 
professor of theology. The inevitable opposition which 
saints encounter led to his being ousted by rivals and 
sent to be a parish priest at Olkusz. An extremely humble 
man, he did his best, but his best was not to the liking of 
his parishioners. Besides, he was afraid of the 
responsibilities of his position. But in the end he won his 
people’s hearts. After some time he returned to Kraków 
and taught Scripture for the remainder of his life.

John was a serious man, and humble, but known to all 
the poor of Kraków for his kindness. His goods and his 
money were always at their disposal, and time and again 
they took advantage of him. He kept only the money and 
clothes absolutely needed to support himself. He slept 
little, ate sparingly, and took no meat. He made a 
pilgrimage to Jerusalem, hoping to be martyred by the 
Turks. Later John made four subsequent pilgrimages to 
Rome, carrying his luggage on his back. When he was 
warned to look after his health, he was quick to point out 
that, for all their austerity, the fathers of the desert lived 
remarkably long lives.

Monday, December 20
6:30                                +Mr. and Mrs. Francis J. Barciak, Sr.  
12:10                                                                            +Tom Bennett
                                                                                        +Sue Kiermas

Tuesday, December 21; St.Peter 
Canisius
6:30                                                                                   +Paul Cribb
                                                                                   +George Gregus
8:30                                                                                  +Nicky Fues

Wednesday,December 22
6:30                                                                      +Gloria Sidman
                                                      +Pat & Joanne Johnson
12:10                                                            +Dong Lim and Il  Lee   

Thursday,December 23; St. John of 
Kanty
6:30                          Giangrande Family, Living & Deceased

                                        Felix Rojas, Special Intention
8:30                                                                   +Dianne McKibben

                                                                   +Joyce Schwartz

Friday, December 24; Christmas Eve
6:30 am                                  +Souls of the Faithful Departed
4:00 pm                                               +Joseph & Kevin Kowasz

                                 Evan Flannery, Special Intention
4:00 pm                       (COMMUNITY ROOM) + Kyle McCoy
6:00 pm                     Mary Crase Family, Special Intention
7:30  pm                                                 +Joshua Antongiovanni
                                                                         +Frank Moczulewski 
Midnight              Chester Robaczewski, Special Intention
                                                                            +Joan Robaczewski

Saturday,December 25; Christmas 
Day
7:30                                                             +Mary & John Sullivan
9:00                                                                              + Zofia Bylina
                                                                                        +Guy Kolberg
10:30                                                                        +Gene Baseggio
                                                                                        +Kevin Fraley
12:00                                    The People of St. Thomas Parish,
                                                                               Living & Deceased

Sunday, December 26
NO 5:30 MASS
7:30                                      The People of St. Thomas Parish, 
                                                                               Living & Deceased
9:00                                                                +Matthew Dombrow 
                                                                     +Don & Thelma Brown             
10:30                                                          +Madonna Strykowski
                                                                                               +Ed Nolan
Noon                                                             +John & Betty Sexton

Please pray for the deceased

Please pray for the Sick
Arlene Teresi

Dolores Marie Theiss
Donna Sinski

Adoration

Candle Intentions 12/19-1/1

Andrew Downes, Tony Drake, 
Ponsaran Family & Otis Family

 



                                                            EM Schedule:December 26, 2021  
                             7:30 am: E. Wojewoda, D. Dunlea, P. Wyman, M. Genzler                                                                                                                                                                         

9:00 am:P. Slowey, M. Johnson, N. Miller, J. Gallagher                                                                                                                                                
10:30 am:S. Gawart, I. Carlino, F. Ciangi, M. Carpenter

                                                      Noon:Sister Appolonia, A. O’Connell 

                                              Altar Server Schedule: December 26, 2021
                                                                                    7:30 am:Volunteers Needed

                                                    9:00 am:F. Wolff, L. Wolff, E. Johnson                                                                       
10:30 am:L. Polston, J. Polston, D. Polston 

                                  Noon:C. Truckenbrod, J. Nieckula

                            Celebrants: December 20,-December 25, 2021:
                              12/20-6:30 am -Fr.Jones, 12:10 pm- Fr.Hernandez                                                

                                12/21-6:30 am-Fr.Hernandez, 8:30 am-Fr.Jones
                               12/22-6:30 am-Fr.Jones, 12:10pm- Fr.Fitzpatrick                                                                                                                                           

12/23-6:30 am-Fr.Fitzpatrick, 8:30 am-Fr.Hernandez
 12/24- 6:30 am-Fr.Jones,4:00pm Community  Rm-Fr.Jones, 

                                           4:00 pm Church-Fr. Fitzpatrick, 6:00 pm- Fr. Hernandez,
                                              7:30 pm- Fr. Fitzpatrick, 9:00 pm Hispanic -Fr. Tunarosa
   12/25-12:00 am- Fr. Jones,-7:30 am Fr. Hernandez,-9:00 am-Fr. Fitzpatrick,
                                                                    -10:30 am-Fr. Jones, 12:00 pm-Fr. Hernandez                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

                                    Sunday Masses: December 26, 2021
                                                         7:30 am: Fr. Jones-Lector;Bob Lohman  

                                                      9:00 am: Fr.Fitzpatrick-Lector;Jeff Ladd Sr                                                                             
   10:30 am: Fr.Hernandez-Lector;Don Amoruso

 Noon: Fr.Jones-Lector;Joanna Majewska 
  

                                                                                               
               
                                                                                                                            



SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE OAK ST. 
CHURCH
Saturday, December  18, 2021        
8:00 am to 9:00 am
3:00 pm to 4:00 pm
Tuesday, December 21, 2021
12:00 noon to 1:00 pm
Wednesday, December 22, 2021
7:00 pm Communal Penance Service
Thursday, December 23, 2021
12:00 noon to 1:00 pm
(this concludes our Christmas Confession 
Schedule)
 
 

The Knights blood drive is Saturday January 15th 
From 7:30 AM to 12:30 PM 
St. Thomas Church on Rt 176 & Oak St.
In the Community Room.

https://donate.illinois.versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/5592887

On Friday, Christmas Eve, 
December 24, 2021, our Adoration 
Chapel will close at 6:00 am in the 
morning, and will remain closed 
until it reopens on Monday, 
December 27, 2021, at 6:15 am.   
This will enable our adorers to be 
with their families on Christmas 
Eve.
 
On Friday, New Year’s Eve, 
December 31, our Adoration Chapel 
will close at 6:00 am in the 
morning, and will remain closed 
until it reopens on Monday, 
January 3, 2022, at 6:15 am.  This 
will enable our adorers to be with 
their families on New Year’s Eve. 
 
Thank you to all our adorers for 
your time, dedication and prayers.

Parish Center will be closed from 
12:00pm  Thursday Dec 23 till we 
return on Tuesday Dec 28 8:00am



We invite you to celebrate the novena of the ‘POSADAS”. It is a Mexican 
tradition where we pray and sing Christmas carols. That reminds us, José 
and Mary were looking to a place for a baby Jesus to be born.
 
Schedule of Novena “POSADAS” 9 days before Christmas Day.
 
December
Day                         Time
Wednesday 15,  7:00pm     First Posada
Thursday 16,       7:00pm     Second Posada
Friday 17,             7:00pm     Third Posada
Saturday 18,        7:00pm     Fourth Posada
Sunday 19,           6:00pm           Fifth Posada and our Choirs Christmas
                                                                     Concert.
Monday 20,         7:00pm     Sixth Posada
Tuesday 21,         7:00pm     Seventh Posada
Wednesday 22,  7:00pm     Eight  Posada
Thursday 23,       7:00pm     Ninth Posada
Friday  24,            9:00pm           Christmas Eve Hispanic Mass at Oak                       
                                                                                                                   Church

Weekly 
Collection

Weekly 
Collections 
12/12/21

Year to Date 
7/1/21-Present

Weekly Mass 
Offering

$ 22,377.61 $ 474,889.49

EFT  $ 1,795.00 $ 61,863.30

On-Line  $ 22,461.00 $ 101,001.29

Totals $ 47,083.11 $ 637,754.08

   
Budget Goal   

$ 755,647.25

Over/Under 
Goal   

-$ 117,893.17

Hispanic $3,728.01

Christmas Flower 
Donations

We are now accepting cash 
donations for Christmas Flowers for 
our Altar. The suggested donation is 

$10 or more. Please place in an 
envelope marked "Christmas Flower 

Donations 2021", by  December 27 
you can drop off in the collection 

basket at Mass or mail or drop off at 
the Parish Office, with your name 

and address. 
Thank you for your generosity and 

helping to make our Church 
beautiful during the Christmas 

Season!



At Marian Central Catholic High School, we share 
our faith in a variety of ways in and out of the 
classroom.  One impactful example is how our 
students express their faith through art. With the 
guidance of Marian Central faculty, four of our art 
students painted symbols representing the four 
Evangelists. The same Spirit that inspired 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John has given creative 
gifts to current Marian Central students: Julia, 
Shaina, Isabel, and Aila.  

 

Spiritual Director, Fr. Warren has been impressed 
with their talent and dedication.  "It’s rewarding to 
see how our students have responded so 
generously to the saints' call." This work, 
accomplished on our school walls, sheds light on 
the path of students who walk by, and expresses 
our mission to share God’s Word at Marian 
Central Catholic High School.

Thank you for your support of 
Christmas Tree Sales.

Council #3880 would like to thank 
all of you who supported our 
Christmas tree sales efforts. It's a 
big job unloading 250+ trees from 
the truck, but knowing the effort 
helps those in need makes it 
worthwhile. Our parishioners are a 
part of that. When you sit before 
your Christmas tree this year, think 
about the people your purchase 
will help, and know The Knights 
are so thankful for your support. 
Have a Merry, and very blessed 
Christmas.



We are proud to share that two St. Thomas alumni from the Class of 2018 have 
been recognized as Illinois State Scholars. This prestigious award by the Illinois 
Student Assistance Commission (ISAC) is granted to top IL high school students 

annually based on their ACT/SAT scores and class rank



Breakfast with Santa 
TODAY
Please join us and the Jolly Old Elf 
making his annual appearance at the Fr. 
McCormick Council Knights of 
Columbus monthly breakfast on 
December 19th in the Parish 
Community Center. 

Mówimy Po Polsku??   Well, get your Polish 
ready, St. Thomas! It’s that time after 
taking a year off. The Annual Fr. 
McCormickski Knights of Columbus 
Council 3880 Polish Dinner is coming. Mark 
your calendar for Saturday, January 8, 
2022, and get your tickets ASAP. Every 
year we sell out and every year we have to 
turn people away… the Community Center is 
only so big.. but we are getting ready to 
serve up all of the scrumptious Irene 
Skaja’s Beef Barley Mushroom soup, Roast 
Pork, Polish Sausage, Pierogi, Golabki, 
Kopytka and Bigos to name a few, that you 
have devoured in the past! And save room 
for the Kolaczki and Raspberry Nalesniki! 
Find a Knight or give Matt Carzoli a call, 
815 216 1391. A great evening for a low 
price, $20.00 per adult, and $10.00 per 
child. Tickets will go on sale soon!! "Nie 
będzie późno"

Thank you for your generous response to our 2021 
Advent Giving Tree Project. With your help we were 
able to “Keep Christ in Christmas” and bring joy to 

our local brothers and sisters in need. Your gift 
cards and checks were delivered by our volunteers 

in time for the holiday festivities. May the Christ 
Child keep your hearts open and bless you 

abundantly this holy season!

Baby Jesus’ Wish List
Odds are you’ve got a Christmas list going by now — gift 
ideas for everyone from your nephew to your 
goddaughter to your mailman. But what about the 
birthday boy? What’s the gift Jesus gets from you this 
Christmas?
If you’ve ever read the Book of Leviticus, you know all 
about the sacrifices God asks of the Israelites, referred 
to in the reading from Hebrews today. Leviticus can be a 
chore to read — a little repetitive, a little intimidating. 
There’s a lot of very specific actions that God asks His 
Chosen People to complete to make up for whatever they 
have done wrong. In essence, it’s a bit of a wish list for 
gifts.
But it’s a wish list that can really confuse you. What’s 
God going to do with a cereal offering? The kidneys of 
an animal? If you look closely, what God is doing here is 
beautiful. He’s customized his wish list to only those 
things He knows the Israelites can give. It’s God saying, 
in what amounts to theological baby-talk for folks who 
barely know of Him and His ways, exactly how they 
could be stewards. “Do this, but don’t do that. If you do 
that, do this and you will find My mercy.”
Our guide to stewardship — the Gospels of Christ — is 
less precise because by the time of Christ, God’s people 
have grown in understanding of love and mercy and 
relationship with the divine. Through Christ, we find out 
that God’s real wish list didn’t really consist of cereal 
offerings and the kidneys of various animals. It’s far 
simpler, but luckily, it’s something we still have 
on-hand. All He wants is our whole heart.
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS..©LPi





Sixth Grade constructed pyramids while learning about ancient 
Egypt in Social Studies.

St. Thomas is currently seeking the following positions: Spanish 
teacher, School Counselor, Extended Time Care. We are looking for 

volunteers for recess duty. Please contact Mrs. Houston 
ghouston@stthomascl.org 

PK-8 

mailto:ghouston@stthomascl.org


Pastor:
Rev. Robert Jones

Parochial Vicars:
Rev. Andrew Hernandez
Rev. Charles Fitzpatrick
Rev. William Tunarosa

Permanent Deacons:
Mr. Allen Bondi
Mr. Neal Carpenter
Mr. Jose Aguilar 

Pastoral Consultant:
Gail Quinn, Ext 404

Administrative Services: (815)455-5400 
Fax-(815) 455-2733
Donna Kothera, Parish Secretary- Ext. 400
dkothera@saintthomacatholicchurch.org
Patricia Roatch, Financial Secretary-Ext. 413
proatch@stthomascl.church
Melinda Popp, Financial Assistant/Bulletin Editor -Ext. 405 
mpopp@stthomascl.church

Director of Youth & Evangelization: (815)455-9037 
Patrick  Haviland, Director
phaviland@stthomascl.church

Music & Liturgy:
Sarah Rattana, Music Director-Ext. 416
musicdirector@stthomascl.church
Meg Struttman, Administrative Assistant-Ext. 417
mstruttman@stthomascl.church

Religious Education:(815)455-9787 
Charlotte Kolodzik, Director
ckolodzik@stthomascl.church
Christina Benkert, Secretary
religiouseducation@stthomascl.church

Receptionists:   Ext: 406
Renee Lyons,Kris Noonan, Nancy Leibforth
receptiondesk@stthomascl.church

Hispanic Ministry: (815)356-0860                
Reverend William Tunarosa, Parochial Vicar
Irene Garcia, Hispanic Ministry Secretary
igarcia@stthomascl.church
Jose Guimaray- jguimaray@stthomascl.church

St. Thomas School/Little Saints Preschool 
Gina Houston, Principal
ghouston@stthomascl.org
Gina Ruffolo, Vice Principal
gruffolo@stthomascl.org
Michelle Boppart, Director of Development
mboppart@stthomascl.org
(815) 459-0496

Marian Central High School:
Woodstock, IL 815-338-4220
www.marian.com

                                                    
                                                            PARISH INFORMATION

Parish Center Hours: 
Monday-Friday   8:00 AM-5:00 PM

Confessions (Reconciliation):
Mondays 5:00 PM-6:00 PM (Oak Street Church)
Saturdays 8:00 AM-9:00 Am (Oak Street Church)
and 3:00 PM-4:00 PM

Locations:
Oak Street Church- 451 W Terra Cotta Ave. Crystal Lake,
IL 60014
Pierson Street Church-453 Pierson St. Crystal Lake, 
IL 60014
Parish Office-272 King St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014
St. Thomas School-265 King St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014
Preschool-454 Lake St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014

Resources:
Crystal Lake Food Pantry-42 East St. Crystal Lake,
 IL 60014
815-455-0961
M, W, F - 10:00 am-2:00 pm
Th - 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Sat. - 9:00 am - Noon

St. Thomas Outreach-469 Lake St., Crystal Lake, IL 60014
815-455-1249

Little Christopher Resale Shoppe-
469 Lake St., Crystal Lake, IL 60014
815-459-9442
Tues. & Wed  10:00 am - 1:00 pm, Th. 10:00 am - 3:00 pm,
Donations accepted:  Mon. 9:00 am - 11:00 am, 
Tues. & Wed  10:00 am - 1:00 pm & 
Th. 10:00 - 3:00 pm

Connect with us:

www.stthomasflocknote.com

www.facebook.com/saintthomascl

www.stthomascl.church

www.instagram.com/st.thomascl

Please visit or call 
the Parish Center 
to schedule a Mass 
Intention

If you would like the St. Jude Guild to 
pray for the special intention of a 
loved one who is living, please 
contact Georgia Kostur at 
815-459-5432

http://www.stthomasflocknote.com
http://www.facebook.com/saintthomascl
http://www.stthomascl.church
http://www.instagram.com/st.thomascl


Te invitamos a la novena de las “POSADAS”. Es una tradición mexicana donde se 
reza y se cantan villancicos que nos recuerdan a Jesús y María buscando un lugar 
para que el niño Dios naciera.
 
Horario de la Novena “POSADAS”
Diciembre
  Dia                        Hora
Miércoles 15,      7:00pm     Primera Posada
Jueves 16,            7:00pm         Segunda Posada
Viernes 17,           7:00pm     Tercera Posada
Sábado 18,           7:00pm     Cuarta  Posada
Domingo 19,       6:00pm         Quinta  Posada y Concierto Navideño
Lunes 20,              7:00pm     Sexta  Posada
Martes 21,           7:00pm     Séptima Posada
Miércoles 22,      7:00pm     Octava   Posada
Jueves 23,            7:00pm     Novena  Posada
Viernes 24,           9:00pm         Misa de Vísperas de Navidad at Oak St.  Church

 

           19 de diciembre de 2021            4º Domingo de Adviento
Tomar decisiones siempre es difícil; por muy simples que sean, lleva su tiempo de discernimiento. Hoy, 
la Liturgia se centra en María, y el Evangelio nos dice que: “Por entonces María tomó su decisión y se 
fue, sin más demora, a una ciudad ubicada en los cerros de Judá” (Lucas 1:39). Hacer la voluntad de Dios, 
como lo hizo la Madre del Señor, no fue cosa fácil. Al pronunciar su “sí”, trajo consecuencias de fidelidad 
y servicio. “¿Cuáles eran sus pensamientos durante los meses de espera?” La respuesta proviene del 
pasaje de la visita de María a su pariente anciana, Isabel. “Entró en casa de Zacarías y saludó a Isabel”. 
María estaba feliz por su maternidad, y a su vez, Isabel saludó a María diciendo: “¿Cómo he merecido yo 
que venga a mí la madre de mi Señor?” (Papa Francisco 12-23-2018).
Un diálogo de amor, entre estas dos mujeres, estalla en las montañas de Judea por el Mesías esperado. 
María acudió con prontitud, no con ansiedad, sino actuando como una verdadera discípula a su corta 
edad. La visita de María a su parienta Isabel debe ser un ejemplo vivo para prepararnos a vivir una 
Navidad de dinamismo, fe y servicio hacia el más necesitado. Un encuentro de alegría auténtica, que 
manifieste la compasión y la ternura de Dios hacia los que nos rodean a través de nosotros. ¿Cuántos 
miembros de la familia sufren por falta de una visita, de un saludo? A tan solo unos días del nacimiento 
del Salvador, es el momento oportuno para las obras de caridad. ¡No pierdas la oportunidad! Camina 
presuroso al encuentro del Señor..©LPi

Ministerio Hispano
Parroquia Santo Tomás Apóstol 
/Ministerio Hispano
Dirección: 272 King St. Crystal Lake,  IL. 
60014  
Teléfono: 815-455-5400  
Línea Directa: 815-356-0860  Fax: 
815-455-2733

Coordinador: Reverendo William 
Tunarosa. 
Atención  al Público: Martes a Jueves de 
9:00am a 4:00pm
Llamar a la Oficina Parroquial para 
hacer su cita (815 356 0860)

 Educación Religiosa, Atención al 
Público:
Irene García : Lunes a Viernes  9:00am a  
5:00pm

Oficina del Ministerio Hispano, 
Atención al Público:
Irene Garcia: Lunes a Viernes 9:00pm a 
5:00pm

            

nuevo horario de misas
Martes 6:00 am
Miércoles 6:00 am
Jueves 7:30 pm
Viernes 7:30 pm
Sábado 5:00 pm y 7:00 pm
Domingo 9:30 am y 11:30 am

La Capilla de Adoración al Santísimo
Está abierta de Lunes a Viernes de 6:30am a 9pm,
En la Iglesia de la Oak y 176.
“Ven y Adora, Él espera por ti”

Si necesitas confesarte, por favor  llega,30 min. Antes de misa de  
7pm sábados.
30 min. Antes de misa de 9:30am domingos
30 min. Antes de misa de 11:30am domingos
O llamar a la Oficina Parroquial para hacer una cita.
Tel. 815 356 0860






