
Mission Statement 
We are a Catholic family, living our awareness of Christ’s presence through 

worship, service, evangelizaƟon and community for the benefit of all. 

St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church 
May 21, 2023—Seventh Sunday of Easter 

451 W. Terra CoƩa Ave., Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
815-455-5400/www.sƩhomascl.church 



Pastor: Rev. Robert Jones 
 

Parochial Vicars:  Permanent Deacons: 
Rev. Andrew Hernandez  Mr. Allen Bondi 
Rev. Charles Fitzpatrick  Mr. Neal Carpenter 
Rev. William Tunarosa  Mr. Jose Aguilar 
 

Business Manager: 
Sandi DePaul - Ext 405 
sdepaul@sƩhomascl.church 
 

AdministraƟve Services: (815) 455-5400   
Fax-(815) 455-2733 
Donna Kothera, Parish Secretary - Ext. 400 
dkothera@sƩhomascl.church 
Jeff SerneƩ, Bookkeeper - Ext. 413 
jserneƩ@sƩhomascl.church 
 

Director of Youth & EvangelizaƟon: (815) 455-9037  
Patrick Haviland, Director 
phaviland@sƩhomascl.church 
 

Music & Liturgy: 
Julie Hermann, Director - Ext. 416 
hermannjulieann@gmail.com 
Meg StruƩman, AdministraƟve Assistant - Ext. 417 
BulleƟn Editor - mstruƩman@sƩhomascl.church 
 

Religious EducaƟon: (815) 455-9787 
Suzie Malloy, Director 
smalloy@sƩhomascl.church 
ChrisƟna Benkert, Secretary 
religiouseducaƟon@sƩhomascl.church 
Mary Foerster, Coordinator 
religiouseducaƟon@sƩhomascl.church 
 

RecepƟonists:    
Renee Lyons, Kris Noonan, Nancy Leibforth,  
Janis Kolberg - Ext 406 
recepƟondesk@sƩhomascl.church 
 

Hispanic Ministry: (815) 356-0860                
Reverend William Tunarosa, Parochial Vicar 
Irene Garcia, Hispanic Ministry Secretary 
igarcia@sƩhomascl.church 
Jose Guimaray– Hispanic Ministry Faith FormaƟon Dir. 
jguimaray@sƩhomascl.church 
 

St. Thomas School/LiƩle Saints Preschool: (815) 459-0496 
Gina Houston, Principal 
ghouston@sƩhomascl.org 
Michelle Boppart, Office Manager 
mboppart@sƩhomascl.org 

PARISH INFORMATION  
Parish Center Hours:  
Monday-Friday  8:00 am - 5:00 pm 
 
Confessions (ReconciliaƟon - Oak Street Church): 
Mondays: 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm  
Saturdays: 8:00 am - 9:00 am and 3:00 pm - 4:00 pm 
 
LocaƟons: 
Oak Street Church - 451 W. Terra CoƩa Ave.  
Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
Pierson Street Church - 453 Pierson St.  
Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
Parish Office - 272 King St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
St. Thomas School - 265 King St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
LiƩle Saints Preschool - 454 Lake St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
 
Holy Hearts AdoraƟon Chapel: 
Monday, 6:15 am - Friday, 9:00 pm 
Saturday, 7:15 am - 5:45 pm 
Sunday, 7:15 am -  6:45 pm 
adoraƟonchapel@sƩhomascl.church 
 
Resources: 
Crystal Lake Food Pantry 
42 East St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
(815) 455-0961 
M, W, F - 10:00 am-2:00 pm 
Th - 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm 
Sat. - 9:00 am - Noon 
 
St. Vincent DePaul Society: 
(779) 800-6742 
 
LiƩle Christopher Resale Shoppe: 
469 Lake St., Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
(815) 459-9442 
Tues., Wed., Sat. - 10:00 am - 1:00 pm,  
Th. 12:30 pm - 3:00 pm 
DonaƟons accepted:  During Store Hours 
 
Marian Central High School: (815)-338-4220 
www.marian.com 

Connect with us: 
 
www.sƩhomasflocknote.com 

www.facebook.com/sainƩhomascl 

www.sƩhomascl.church 

www.instagram.com/st.thomascl 



The death of a family member or loved friend is always difficult, but for one who 
professes atheism it must be the saddest event imaginable in life. An atheist is an 
individual who is convinced there is no God and no future life beyond this one.  
Therefore, when one dies, they turn to dust in their graves and that is the end of 
them. They will never experience life again. For an atheist, their belief is that same 
sad fate awaits them and awaits us all.   

Thank God, that our ChrisƟan faith gives us a very different perspecƟve. Thank God, 
that our belief in the Resurrected Christ gives a reason to be a people of faith, hope 
and love every day of our lives, no maƩer what the circumstances of our lives may 

be. Thank God, because of Jesus Christ, we have a firm convicƟon that death is not the end, but a whole new 
beginning. 

Today’s Feast of the Ascension of our Lord is the confirmaƟon and guarantee of this doctrine of our faith.  
Today we celebrate the fact that our Lord in his human nature has indeed ascended to his Father’s house and 
our Father’s house. Today we celebrate our belief that we shall all rise from the grave with new, glorified 
bodies, and ascend to heaven, as Christ did. Today we celebrate the Lord’s promise of eternal happiness for 
all his faithful followers. 

While it is true that even for good ChrisƟans the death of a beloved one is a cause of sorrow and tears, this is 
natural as we sƟll are earthly beings. Yet the cerƟtude that our beloved one has gone to his/her true life and 
will be there to meet us when our turn comes, is always at the back of our minds to console and comfort us.  
What all human beings want is to live on forever with our dear ones. Death breaks that conƟnuity but only 
for a liƩle while. That break is necessary for the new life to begin. 

So, let’s look up to heaven today in our prayers. Let us picture Christ ascending to his Father and our Father.  
Then, let us say, “Thank you, God, for creaƟng me, and for giving me, through the IncarnaƟon of your be-
loved Son, the possibility and the assurance that if I do my part here, when death comes it will not be an ene-
my, but a friend. Yes, when the Ɵme for my own death comes, help me greet it as a friend who is there to 
guide by path to the supernatural life, which You have, in your love, planned and prepared for me.” 

I also would like to take a moment to wish all those who will be graduaƟng in the next couple of weeks my 
sincere congratulaƟons and prayers for you in your Ɵme of transiƟon to the next phase of your respecƟve 
journeys. May you always see that Jesus walks with you on this journey and wants to guide your path. Please 
never think that you are meant to journey alone. Also, my sincere congratulaƟons and prayers for Fr. Kevin 
Gregus, who was ordained at Holy Name Cathedral, in Chicago, this weekend, and is celebraƟng his Mass of 
Thanksgiving here at St. Thomas the Apostle, this Sunday, May 21, at 2:00 pm.   

       

       Peace, love and joy, 

       Fr. Bob Jones    

 From the Pastor’s Desk... 



Please visit or call the Parish Center to schedule a 
Mass IntenƟon. 

Mass IntenƟons for the Week 
 
Monday, May 22nd 
6:30 am † Sydney & Magdalene Kamysz 
12:10 pm Chester Robaczewski  
 (Special IntenƟon) 

† Joan Robaczewski 
 
Tuesday, May 23rd 
6:30 am † Wallace Dembinski 
12:10 pm Fr. Andrew Hernandez  
  (Special IntenƟon) 
 
Wednesday, May 24th 
6:30 am † Barbara McArthur 
12:10 pm †  Linda Willner 
 
Thursday, May 25th 
6:30 am † Patricia Janos 
12:10 pm † Bede Winters 
 
Friday, May 26th 
6:30 am † Patricia Nugent 
12:10 pm Francisco Barbas (Special IntenƟon) 
 
Saturday, May 27th 
7:30 am † Ken and Isabel MorƟmer 
4:30 pm † Szymon Piekut 
 
Sunday, May 28th 
7:30 am AusƟn and Kaylee Truffelli  
  (Special IntenƟon) 
9:00 am † Zofia Bylina 
10:30 am † Rita Windle 
12:00 pm † Robert Kohls 
5:30 pm The People of St Thomas Parish,  
  Living & Deceased 

Parish Calendar 
 
Sunday, May 21, 2023  
No coffee and donuts 
10:00 am RCIA Class (Lower Oak)  
2:00 pm Father Kevin Gregus’ First Mass 
 RecepƟon following  (Oak St. Church)  
 
Monday, May 22, 2023 
10:30 am  MMP Rosary Group (Oak St. Church) 
5:00 pm  Confessions (Oak St. Church) 
6:30 pm SPRED Group (Parish Center)  
7:00 pm Book Club (Lower Oak)  
7:00 pm Knights of Columbus ExemplificaƟon  
 (Oak St. Church)  
 
Tuesday, May  23, 2023  
6:30 pm School 8th Grade GraduaƟon Mass  
 (Oak St. Church)  
 
Wednesday, May 24, 2023 
6:00 pm Advocate Health Diabetes Clinic  
 (Lower Oak) 
 
Thursday, May 25, 2023    
 
Friday, May 26, 2023  
Last Day of School – St. Thomas 
 
Saturday, May 27, 2023  
7:30 am  Mass (Oak St. Church) 
8:00 am Confessions (Oak St. Church)  
8:15 am Men’s Group (Lower Oak)  
3:00 pm Confessions (Oak St. Church) 
 
Pentecost Sunday, May 28, 2023  
8:30 am Coffee & Donuts (Community Rm.) 
10:00 am RCIA Class (Lower Oak)  
 
Memorial Day, Monday, May 29, 2023 
Parish Center Closed  
No 6:30 am and 12:10 pm Masses  
9:00 am  Mass (Oak St. Church) 
5:00 pm  NO Confessions (Oak St. Church) 
 
*6:30 am and 12:10 pm daily Mass at Oak Street 
 



AdoraƟon Candle 
IntenƟons 

May 14 - May 27 

Wojcik Family 

Kensick Family 

Widger Family 

†Fr. Eugene Parker 

If you would like the St. Jude Guild 
to pray for the  special intenƟon of 
a loved one who is living, please  
contact Norine Pontarelli -  
815-356-1157  

Please pray for the Deceased 
 

Rev. Msgr. James W. McLoughlin 

May 28 
Coffee & Donuts in 

the Community Room aŌer 
morning Masses!  

Celebrant Weekday Masses 

5/22 
6:30 am Fr. Hernandez  

12:10 pm Fr. Jones 

5/23 
6:30 am Fr. Hernandez  

12:10 pm Fr. Fitzpatrick 

5/24 
6:30 am Fr. Jones 

12:10 pm  Fr. Fitzpatrick 

5/25 
6:30 am Fr. Fitzpatrick 

12:10 pm Fr. Hernandez  

5/26 
6:30 am Fr. Fitzpatrick 

12:10 pm Fr. Tunarosa 

5/27 7:30 am Fr. Fitzpatrick 

Celebrant Weekend Masses 

5/27 4:30 pm Fr. Hernandez  

5/28 

7:30 am Fr. Hernandez  

9:00 am Fr. Jones 

10:30 am Fr. Fitzpatrick 

12:00 pm Fr. Fitzpatrick 

5:30 pm Fr. Jones 

 Lector EM Altar Server 

4:30 pm Emily Holland Gloria Marmol, Rick Wojcik  

7:30 am Bob Lohmann 
Mark Przybylski, Liz SerneƩ, 

Eleanore Wojewoda, Lori Gajdzik 
Michael Davis 

9:00 am Anna Wojcik/Celine Bush 
Michele Johnson, Brad Frey, 
Vicki Kosin, Judy Gallagher 

Isabella CostanƟni, Addison Justen, 
Erin Johnson 

WEEKEND MASS MINISTERS - 5/27 & 5/28 

10:30 am Jim Kruger 
Susan Gawart, Julie Arza, 
MaƩ Turk, Mike Klepitsch   

James Wolff, Sean Kelly, 
Jack Dickson 

12:00 pm Laura Buthod Deb Sosnowski, Cheralynn Telmanik 
Spencer Telmanik, Carson Telmanik, 

Michael Robson 

5:30 pm Joanna Majewska AnneƩe O’Connell Dominic Speziale, Joe Speziale 



Readings for the week of May 21, 2023 

Sunday: Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 
(6)/Eph 1:17-23/Mt 28:16-20 
Seventh Sunday of Easter: Acts 1:12-14/Ps 27:1, 4, 7-
8 (13)/1 Pt 4:13-16/Jn 17:1-11a 
Monday: Acts 19:1-8/Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-7ab/Jn 
16:29-33 
Tuesday: Acts 20:17-27/Ps 68:10-11, 20-21/Jn 17:1-
11a 
Wednesday: Acts 20:28-38/Ps 68:29-30, 33-35a, 35bc
-36ab/Jn 17:11b-19 
Thursday: Acts 22:30; 23:6-11/Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8, 
9-10, 11/Jn 17:20-26 
Friday: Acts 25:13b-21/Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20ab/Jn 
21:15-19 
Saturday: Morning: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31/Ps 11:4, 5 
and 7/Jn 21:20-25 
Next Sunday: Vigil: Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b or 
Ez 37:1-14 or Jl 3:1-5/Ps 104:1-2, 24, 35, 27-28, 29, 30 
(see 30)/Rom 8:22-27/Jn 7:37-39 
Extended Vigil: Gn 11:1-9/Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b/Ez 37:1-
14/Jl 3:1-5/Ps 104:1-2, 24, 35, 27-28, 29, 30 (see 30)/
Rom 8:22-27/Jn 7:37-39 
Day: Acts 2:1-11/Ps 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34 (see 
30)/1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13/Jn 20:19-23 

Weekly  CollecƟon—May 14 

Sunday Envelopes $12,674.00 

Online Giving $12,572.00 

Sunday Offering $2, 573.06 

Total CollecƟon $27,819.06 

Weekly Tithe First Way Life Center 

Interested learning how to crochet? Either a begin-
ner or seasoned, come join and learn how to prayer-
fully crochet a square or brush up on a new sƟtch 
paƩern for a prayer shawl in 4 lessons with The Pray-
er Shawl Ministry this 
summer!     

We welcome interest-
ed parishioners from 
grades 4 and 
up.  Adults are wel-
comed too.  Dates: June 9 and 23, July 14 and 28 at 
St. Thomas the Apostle Church downstairs communi-
ty room at Oak Street. Time: 10:00 am - 12 noon. 
Sign up table is located in the Narthex on June 3-4.  

Interested in giŌing a prayer shawl to a loved one 
who needs comfort and healing? please contact An-
na Wojcik at teaƟme4three@comcast.net.  

Wedding Banns 

Please pray for the following  
members of our community who  
will marry soon: 

Allison Korn and Ryan Krug (III) 
Rachel Melchionna and Grant Eckelkamp (II) 

CongratulaƟons! 

We congratulate all of 
our Hispanic First Holy 
Communicants who 
made their First Holy 
Communion on Satur-
day, May 20.   May you 
grow in a deep love for 
Jesus Christ truly present 
in the Eucharist.  We are so proud of you.   

Diocesan Annual Appeal 

Thank you to all who have made a pledge to our an-
nual Diocesan Appeal. We are so appreciaƟve.  It is 
not too late to make a  Pledge. Envelopes can be 
found on the tables in the Narthex. 

You can use the QR code, text, or pay by 
check. Thank you for your commitment to help us 
reach our goal of $214,000.00. 



Seeking Christ in One Another 

The funeral luncheon, the Irish wake, the vigil at an 
ailing loved one’s bedside: in Ɵmes of crisis, people 
gather. In moments of sadness, fear, and confusion, 
we gravitate toward one another. For some reason, 
the feelings are so much more bearable when we are 
not alone. 

I’m sure that the disciples and their companions, 
gathered in the upper room aŌer the Lord’s Ascen-
sion, did all of the things we typically do at these 
funcƟons. I’m sure they hugged and talked and 
shared food, processing together the remarkable 
events they had witnessed. 

But we don’t hear about any of that. We hear only 
that they prayed — fervently, and together. 

Saint John Paul II famously said that “it is Jesus that 
you seek when you dream of happiness; He is waiƟng 
for you when nothing else you find saƟsfies you.” 
And I think that, whenever we gather, in good Ɵmes 
or in bad, we think we are seeking companionship — 
but we are actually seeking God. 

As I think back on the last few crisis-gatherings my 
family has had, I try to remember when we have 
stopped everything to pray together. I can think of a 
few Ɵmes, but to be honest, they are too few. We 
are usually occupied with more pracƟcal tasks: plan-
ning the funeral, talking to the doctor, making the 
decisions, ordering the food. Just trying to survive 
through it. 

But this is the busywork of sorrow, and it is a waste 
of our Ɵme. We would do beƩer to follow the exam-
ple of the disciples and remember that, in these dire 
moments, God is waiƟng for us. 

“Of you my heart speaks; you my glance seeks.” — 
Psalm 27 

By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman ©LPi 

Corpus ChrisƟ 

The Feast of Corpus ChrisƟ is the one Ɵme when our 
Lord in the Blessed Sacrament is exposed not just to 
the faithful Catholics but to all the world. 

Sunday, June 11, we will celebrate a Bilingual Mass at 
the 12:00 noon Mass at the Oak Street Church. 

The EucharisƟc Procession will begin immediately 
following the 12:00 pm Noon Mass. We will not be 
processing down Oak Street this year; however, we 
will use Bernotas Middle School’s outdoor track. Our 
First Communicants will process with us in their 
beauƟful dresses and handsome suits. 

We are asking our EucharisƟc Ministers, Altar Serv-
ers, Musicians and Parishioners to aƩend the Mass 
and parƟcipate in the Procession. Mark your calen-
dars and join us on Sunday, June 11, 2023, at the 
Noon Mass. 



 Ministerio Hispano 

Coordinador: Reverendo William Tunarosa 

Atención al Público: Martes a Jueves de 9:00am a 
4:00pm 

Llamar a la Oficina Parroquial para hacer su cita: 
(815-356-0860) 
Oficina del Ministerio Hispano, Atención al Público: 

Irene Garcia: Lunes a Viernes 9:00am a 5:00pm 

Nuevo Horario de Misas 
Martes 6:00 am Miércoles 6:00 am 
Jueves 6:00 pm Viernes 6:00 pm 
Sábado 5:00 pm y 7:00 pm 
Domingo 9:30 am y 11:30 am 
 
La Capilla de Adoración al Sanơsimo 
Está abierta de Lunes a Viernes de 6:30am a 
9pm, En la Iglesia de la Oak y 176. 
“Ven y Adora, Él espera por Ɵ” 
 
CONFESIONES: 
30 minutos antes de cada Misas de fin de se-
mana, o hacer una cita en la Oficina Parroquial 
al Teléfono: (815)356-0860 

Dirección: 272 King St. Crystal Lake,  IL. 60014 
Teléfono: 815-455-5400 

Línea Directa: 815-356-0860  Fax: 815-455-2733 

El Evangelio de hoy conƟene un mensaje importante 
para todos nosotros. Jesús pide por el nuevo pueblo 
santo de Dios. Pide al Padre que nos guarde en su 
nombre: “Yo ya no estoy más en el mundo, mientras 
yo vuelvo a Ɵ. Padre Santo, guárdalos en ese nombre 
tuyo que a mí me diste, para que sean uno como no-
sotros” (Juan 17,11). El Papa Francisco nos dice en su 
homilía del 16 de agosto del 2014 lo siguiente: “Es 
significaƟvo, ante todo, que Jesús pida al Padre que 
nos consagre y proteja, pero que no nos aparte del 
mundo. Sabemos que él envía a sus discípulos para 
que sean fermento de sanƟdad y verdad en el mun-
do. En esto, los márƟres nos muestran el camino”. 

Ahora, también, en la actualidad Jesús, nos sigue invi-
tando a ser tesƟgos de su Evangelio en el ámbito que 
nos rodea; sea la familia, el trabajo y la sociedad. 
“Jesús reza, pide para que la tristeza y el aislamiento 
no nos gane el corazón. Nosotros queremos hacer lo 
mismo, queremos unirnos a la oración de Jesús, a sus 
palabras para decir juntos: “Padre santo, cuídalos con 
el poder de tu nombre… para que estén completa-
mente unidos, como tú y yo, y su gozo sea completo”. 
Jesús nos invita a rezar porque sabe que hay cosas 

que solo las podemos recibir como don, hay cosas 
que solo podemos vivir como regalo (Homilía Papa 
Francisco, 20 de sepƟembre de 2015). ¡Unidos en 
tu nombre, todos venceremos 

 Colecta Semanal - 5/14 

Pierson St. $3,501.00 

Pierson Online $130.00 



Volunteer Opportunity – 
McHenry Catholic ChariƟes Office     

Catholic ChariƟes – Diocese of Rockford seeks a vol-
unteer for the Emergency Assistance Program in the 
McHenry office. The volunteer must be at least 18 
yrs. old and will provide general office and program 
support.  This posiƟon requires basic computer skills. 

For more informaƟon regarding this volunteer op-
portunity please email Amber Emmert, Program Di-
rector, at aemmert@rockforddiocese.org or call 815-
344-6956, ext. 2 

The St. Thomas the Apostle Conference of the St. 
Vincent DePaul Society has been up and running 
since February 15, 
2023.  Since that Ɵme, we 
have been serving our 
Friends in Need (FIN) with-
in our community bounda-
ries. We have received 102 
calls, referred 34 of them 
to other conferences because of parish boundaries, 
for a total of 68 FINs served. In addiƟon to our per-
sonal presence in their lives helping them cope with 
their challenges, we have provided $17,787.88 in 
financial assistance. We have assisted with every-
thing from rent and mortgage, uƟlity bills, medical 
bills, emergency auto repairs, and insurance. Won't 
you consider helping us out financially? You can do-
nate to us directly by wriƟng a check to St. Thomas 
SVdP, mailing it to Paul Kelly, Treasurer, 905 Harvest 
Circle, Crystal Lake, IL 60014 or dropping it in the 
Sunday collecƟon basket.  You may also do-
nate electronically through the parish Faith Direct 
link, hƩps://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/
IL1116/50319. 

 

If you or someone you know 
needs assistance, please call 
779-800-6742. 








