
Mission Statement 

We are a Catholic family, living our awareness of Christ’s presence through 
worship, service, evangelizaƟon and community for the benefit of all. 

St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church 
August 6, 2023—TransfiguraƟon of the Lord 

451 W. Terra CoƩa Ave., Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
815-455-5400/www.sƩhomascl.church 



Pastor: Rev. Robert Jones 
 

Parochial Vicars:  Permanent Deacons: 
Rev. Charles Fitzpatrick  Mr. Allen Bondi 
Rev. James Linkenheld  Mr. Neal Carpenter 
Rev. William Tunarosa  Mr. Jose Aguilar 
 

Business Manager: 
Sandi DePaul - Ext 405 
sdepaul@sƩhomascl.church 
 

AdministraƟve Services: (815) 455-5400   
Fax-(815) 455-2733 
Donna Kothera, Parish Secretary - Ext. 400 
dkothera@sƩhomascl.church 
Jeff SerneƩ, Bookkeeper - Ext. 413 
jserneƩ@sƩhomascl.church 
 

Director of Youth & EvangelizaƟon: (815) 455-9037  
Patrick Haviland, Director 
phaviland@sƩhomascl.church 
 

Music & Liturgy: 
Julie Hermann, Director - Ext. 416 
hermannjulieann@gmail.com 
Meg StruƩman, AdministraƟve Assistant - Ext. 417 
BulleƟn Editor - mstruƩman@sƩhomascl.church 
 

Religious EducaƟon: (815) 455-9787 
Suzie Malloy, Director 
smalloy@sƩhomascl.church 
ChrisƟna Benkert, Secretary 
religiouseducaƟon@sƩhomascl.church 
Mary Foerster, Coordinator 
religiouseducaƟon@sƩhomascl.church 
 

RecepƟonists:    
Renee Lyons, Kris Noonan, Nancy Leibforth,  
Janis Kolberg - Ext 406 
recepƟondesk@sƩhomascl.church 
 

Hispanic Ministry: (815) 356-0860                
Reverend William Tunarosa, Parochial Vicar 
Irene Garcia, Hispanic Ministry Secretary 
igarcia@sƩhomascl.church 
Jose Guimaray– Hispanic Ministry Faith FormaƟon Dir. 
jguimaray@sƩhomascl.church 
 

St. Thomas School/LiƩle Saints Preschool: (815) 459-0496 
Gina Houston, Principal 
ghouston@sƩhomascl.org 
Michelle Boppart, Office Manager 
mboppart@sƩhomascl.org 

PARISH INFORMATION  
Parish Center Hours:  
Monday-Friday  8:00 am - 5:00 pm 
 
Confessions (ReconciliaƟon - Oak Street Church): 
Mondays: 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm  
Saturdays: 8:00 am - 9:00 am and 3:00 pm - 4:00 pm 
 
LocaƟons: 
Oak Street Church - 451 W. Terra CoƩa Ave.  
Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
Pierson Street Church - 453 Pierson St.  
Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
Parish Office - 272 King St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
St. Thomas School - 265 King St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
LiƩle Saints Preschool - 454 Lake St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
 
Holy Hearts AdoraƟon Chapel: 
Monday, 6:15 am - Friday, 9:00 pm 
Saturday, 7:15 am - 5:45 pm 
Sunday, 7:15 am -  6:45 pm 
adoraƟonchapel@sƩhomascl.church 
 
Resources: 
Crystal Lake Food Pantry 
42 East St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
(815) 455-0961 
M, W, F - 10:00 am-2:00 pm 
Th - 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm 
Sat. - 9:00 am - Noon 
 
St. Vincent DePaul Society: 
(779) 800-6742 
 
LiƩle Christopher Resale Shoppe: 
469 Lake St., Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
(815) 459-9442 
Tues., Wed., Sat. - 10:00 am - 1:00 pm,  
Th. 12:30 pm - 3:00 pm 
DonaƟons accepted:  During Store Hours 
 
Marian Central High School: (815)-338-4220 
www.marian.com 

Connect with us: 
 
www.sƩhomasflocknote.com 

www.facebook.com/sainƩhomascl 

www.sƩhomascl.church 

www.instagram.com/st.thomascl 



John Donne, a 17th century English poet, wrote a story about one man’s search for 
God. 

The man is told that God lives atop a high mountain at the end of the earth. AŌer a 
long journey, the man arrives at the mountain and begins his climb. About the Ɵme 
that the man begins his ascent, God muses, “What can I do to show my people how 
much I love them?” God gets the idea to descend the mountain and live among his 
people as one of them. 

And so, as the man is ascending one side of the mountain, God is descending the 
other side. However, they don’t see each other because they are on opposite sides 

of the mountain. When the man reaches the mountaintop, he is heartbroken to find no one there. He thinks, 
“God doesn’t live here aŌer all.” He even begins to think that God doesn’t exist, saying, “If God doesn’t live 
here, where does God live?” 

Donne concludes, “God doesn’t dwell on mountaintops, or in the midst of the desert, or at the ends of the 
earth. God dwells with men and women. God lives in the towns and ciƟes of the world.” 

Of course, the reality is that God dwells everywhere. Yet, God especially desires to dwell within each one of 
us. The Eternal Word (His Son) became flesh and dwelt among us, lived with us, suffered for us, died for us, 
and rose for us for one reason. To show His incredible and uncondiƟonal love for us. The TransfiguraƟon sto-
ry was Jesus giving a few of his apostles a glimpse of their desƟny. If our eyes and hearts are open, from Ɵme 
to Ɵme, Jesus will give us glimpses of our desƟny – to be with Him eternally in heaven. 

However, unƟl that Ɵme comes, we have to descend the mountain and do our very best to strive to bring 
about a liƩle more of that heaven here on earth. That is our mission. To strengthen us for this most im-
portant mission, Jesus has provided for us the most precious giŌ we could possibly ask for – the giŌ of Him-
self in the Eucharist. That is our weekly TransfiguraƟon experience. That is how much Jesus loves us. He con-
Ɵnues to give Himself to us at every Mass. Truly, we have not been abandoned. 

Sadly, the numbers of people going to Mass have dropped greatly over the past few decades. Many claim 
they can commune with God on their own, and they don’t need a religious community. This clearly was not 
what Jesus intended. Jesus greatly desires that we come together around our common altar to receive His 
most precious giŌ to us. Our world is hurƟng and I believe almost in direct proporƟon to the number of peo-
ple who now pracƟce nothing. 

So, in this year of EucharisƟc Revival we must pray for our brothers and sisters who have wandered far from 
the fold.  Holy Spirit we need them back. May they come to realize just what they are missing and how much 
we need them. The Body of Christ on earth is calling for all our lost brothers and sisters. 

       Peace be with you, 

       Fr. Bob Jones 

 From the Pastor’s Desk... 



Please visit or call the Parish Center to schedule a 
Mass IntenƟon. 

Mass IntenƟons for the Week 
 
Monday, August 7 
6:30 am † Ervin LeCoque 
12:10 pm † Roland Gigon 
 
Tuesday, August 8 
6:30 am † Carol Gregus 
12:10 pm Larry Leibforth, III (Special IntenƟon) 
 
Wednesday, August 9 
6:30 am † Eugene Koch 
12:10 pm † James B. Sullivan 
 
Thursday, August 10 
6:30 am † Helen Koutnik 
12:10 pm Lou & Jean Bianchi (Special IntenƟon) 
 
Friday, August 11 
6:30 am Susan Moran (Special IntenƟon) 
12:10 pm † Rita Wall 
 
Saturday, August 12 
7:30 am Members of Kostrzewski and  
 Wojciga Families (Living & Deceased) 
4:30 pm † Ann Cheatham 
 
Sunday, August 13 
7:30 am † Marcy Leigel 
9:00 am Greg & Lynda Ives,  
 40th Wedding Anniversary  
 (Special IntenƟon) 
10:30 am † Edna Fairbanks 
12:00 pm † John & BeƩy Sexton 
5:30 pm The People of St Thomas Parish,  
 Living & Deceased 

Parish Calendar 
 
Sunday, August 6, 2023  
8:30 am Coffee & Donuts (Community Rm.)  
8:30 am Blood Pressure Screenings (Library)  
1:30 pm YM Water Wars (Grades 6-12)  
 (LiƩle Christopher Field)   
   
Monday, August 7, 2023* 
10:30 am MMP Rosary Group  
5:00 pm  Confessions (Oak St. Church) 
7:00 pm Book Club (Lower Oak)  
 
Tuesday, August 8, 2023*  
7:00 pm YM meet at C.L. Main Beach for Concert 
 
Wednesday, August 9, 2023* 
 
Thursday, August 10, 2023*    
7:00 pm St. Vincent DePaul Society (Lower Oak)  
 
Friday, August 11, 2023*  
10:00 am Prayer Shawl Ministry (Lower Oak)  
 
Saturday, August 12, 2023  
7:30 am  Mass (Oak St. Church) 
8:00 am Confessions (Oak St. Church)  
8:15 am Men’s Group (Lower Oak)  
3:00 pm Confessions (Oak St. Church) 
 
Sunday, August 13, 2023  
8:30 am Coffee & Donuts (Community Rm.)  
 
*6:30 am and 12:10 pm daily Mass at Oak Street 
 



AdoraƟon Candle 
IntenƟons 

Aug. 6 - Aug. 19 

Makowski Family 

Daya Family 

†Eugene Raetz 

†Frank Rancak 

Please pray for the Deceased 
 

Nina Blake (mother of Kris Noonan) 
Lillian Gehrke 

Mary Lou Shumilo (mother of Diane Shumilo) 
Phyllis Peters 

Thomas Lehner 
Robert Wulf 

August 6 
Coffee & Donuts in 

the Community Room aŌer 
morning Masses!  

 Lector EM Altar Server 

4:30 pm Lou Biachi Gloria Marmol, ChrisƟne Kosiba  

7:30 am John Streit 
Mark Przybylski, Pam Wyman, 

Eleanore Wojewoda, Gina Houston 
 

9:00 am Jim Kruger/Celine Bush 
Karen Kruger, Rhonda Nissen, 

Jim Nissen, Laura Buthod 
Michael Marry, Cade Justen, 

James Wolff 

WEEKEND MASS MINISTERS - 8/12 & 8/13 

10:30 am Lily Langos 
MaƩ Turk, Don Amoruso, 

Dawn Ahsmann, Maureen Carpenter 
Alayna Verzal, ScarleƩ Verzal, 

Andrea Alvarado 

12:00 pm Emily Holland Deb Sosnowski 
Julia Dovidio, Lauren Dovidio, 

Macy Freeman 

5:30 pm Monica CaldicoƩ AnneƩe O’Connell  

Celebrant Weekday Masses 

8/7 
6:30 am Fr. Jones 

12:10 pm Fr. Linkenheld 

8/8 
6:30 am Fr. Linkenheld 

12:10 pm Fr. Jones 

8/9 
6:30 am Fr. Linkenheld 

12:10 pm  Fr. Jones 

8/10 
6:30 am Fr. Linkenheld 

12:10 pm Fr. Linkenheld 

8/11 
6:30 am Fr. Jones 

12:10 pm Fr. Jones 

8/12 7:30 am Fr. Linkenheld 

Celebrant Weekend Masses 

8/12 4:30 pm Fr. Jones 

8/13 

7:30 am Fr. Jones 

9:00 am Fr. Linkenheld 

10:30 am Fr. Linkenheld 

12:00 pm Fr. Fitzpatrick 

5:30 pm Fr. Fitzpatrick 

St. Thomas School Office Hours 

The school office will be 
closed August 7, 8 & 9. 

Beginning August 10th the 
hours will be Monday - Friday 
7:30 am - 3:00 pm. 



Weekly  CollecƟon—July 30 

Sunday Envelopes $16,349.00 

Online Giving $10,794.00 

Sunday Offering $3,228.63 

Total CollecƟon $30,371.63 

Weekly Tithe CASA of McHenry County 

Readings for the week of August 6, 2023 

Sunday: Dn 7:9-10, 13-14/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9/2 Pt 1:16-
19/Mt 17:1-9 
Monday: Nm 11:4b-15/Ps 81:12-13, 14-15, 16-17/Mt 
14:13-21 
Tuesday: Nm 12:1-13/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 6cd-7, 12-13/
Mt 14:22-36 or 15:1-2, 10-14 
Wednesday: Nm 13:1-2, 25—14:1, 26-29a, 34-35/Ps 
106:6-7ab, 13-14, 21-22, 23/Mt 15:21-28 
Thursday: 2 Cor 9:6-10/Ps 112:1-2, 5-6, 7-8, 9/Jn 
12:24-26 
Friday: Dt 4:32-40/Ps 77:12-13, 14-15, 16 and 21/Mt 
16:24-28 
Saturday: Dt 6:4-13/Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 47 and 51/Mt 
17:14-20 
Next Sunday: 1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-13a/Ps 85:9, 10, 11-12, 
13-14 (8)/Rom 9:1-5/Mt 14:22-33 

SPRED Ministry Needs Volunteers 

Please consider helping our young 
adults with developmental disabiliƟes in 
their small faith communiƟes. 

We need 3 helpers in our Monday even-
ing group and 3 helpers in our Saturday 
morning group. No experience is neces-
sary. Training is provided. 

The new session will begin this September and con-
Ɵnue through May 2024 – (no sessions held over 
the winter). Total Ɵme commitment is 24 meeƟngs. 

To sign up or get more info, please contact SPRED 
Parish Chairperson, Beth Montanaro at 815-715-
6035 or bethmontanaro@yahoo.com 

Missionaries of St. Francis De Sales 
  
On August 19-20, 2023, we will have the Annual 
Mission Appeal in our parish. This year the holy mass 
and homily will be celebrated by a priest from the 
Missionaries of St. Francis, otherwise known as the 
Fransalians. Although their congregaƟon was 
founded in Annecy, France in 1837, as missionaries, 
their major presence is now in Asia and Africa along 
with new missions in South America.  

They are now globally present in 29 countries with 
12 provinces, one region and four delegaƟons with 
total membership of more than 1500 confreres. 
Their main missionary charism is the pioneering 
evangelizaƟon in the non-evangelized countries and 
the educaƟon of the less privileged youth through 
children’s homes and orphanages. More than 3500 
economically poor, semi orphan or orphan children 
are cared for and educated in their 93 children’s 
homes both in India and Africa. The Fransalians are 
also acƟve in the Philippines, Ecuador, Indonesia and 
Brazil where they promote and train missionary 
vocaƟons to prepare individuals for both pioneering 
evangelizaƟon and the renewal of ChrisƟan life in 
different countries and are acƟvely engaged in the 
empowerment of women and the marginalized. 

Let us welcome our missionary Fr. Abraham 
VeƩuvelil MSFS. 

Oktoberfest 2023 - Save the Date 

Oktoberfest will be held again this year on Saturday, 
September 23 on the 
school/parish grounds 
from 5:00 - 10:00 pm. 

All proceeds will benefit 
the St. Thomas School 
Tuition assistance 
program. 

Music, Dancing, Food, Raffle, Silent Auction 

Ticket and Raffle info will be available soon. 



Milwaukee Pilgrimage with Father Bob 
November 17, 2023 

We will visit the St. Joan of Arc Chapel on MarqueƩe 
University Campus (which houses the stone upon 
which St. Joan prayed), the stunning St. Joseph Chap-
el in the Convent of the School Sisters of St. Francis 
and St. Josaphat’s Basilica. We will have a private 
Mass. We will also enjoy a tour at each of the 
churches. While on the bus, Fr. Bob will lead us in 
prayer to help us prepare for our upcoming Advent 
journey! You will have Ɵme for lunch, as well as Ɵme 
to get a jump on your Christmas shopping at the fun 
and lively Milwaukee Public Market. The cost is $135 
per person. This includes transportaƟon on a coach 
bus, tours and Ɵps. 

We will leave from St. Thomas Catholic Church on 
Oak St. at 7:30 am and are schedule to return about 
5:30 pm. 

Register online at: www.stellamaristours.us. No reg-
istraƟons are being taken in the Parish Office. Ques-
Ɵons? Email: marci.stellamaristours@gmail.com 

Saturday, September 9 
5:30 pm -  8:30 pm 

Join us for our Parish Picnic at Oak Street Church! 
Live Music, Free Food, Bounce House, Face PainƟng, 
Ice Cream, 18’ Inflatable Slide, Beer and Wine 

For more InformaƟon please contact 
phaviland@sƩhomascl.church  

The Bible is at the heart of our Faith and our 
relaƟonship with God. Scripture informs our beliefs 
and inspires our devoƟons. It is the place where our 
Father meets with us and lovingly speaks to us. 
Reading the Bible should bring us closer to Christ, 
but understanding it is oŌen difficult. 

The Bible Timeline takes you on a twenty-four-part 
guided journey through salvaƟon history. Presenter 
Jeff Cavins shows you how fourteen of the Bible’s 
narraƟve books tell the biblical story from beginning 
to end and gives you the keys to understanding the 
amazing story woven throughout Scripture. 

Dates:  Weekly beginning September 20 - December 
13 and again from January 17 - April 17 
(Wednesdays).  Some dates will be off, based on 
other parish events and various holidays.  

Time: 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM and again from 7 - 9 PM 

LocaƟon:  Saint Thomas Oak Street / Lower Level 

The cost for this series is $40. 

Materials:  Will be handed out at the first session 
and will include a year's access to the online content 
and videos.  Please register by Sunday, September 
11th, so we have enough Ɵme get your materials 
before the first session. 



 Ministerio Hispano 

Coordinador: Reverendo William Tunarosa 

Atención al Público: Martes a Jueves de 9:00am a 
4:00pm 

Llamar a la Oficina Parroquial para hacer su cita: 
(815-356-0860) 
Oficina del Ministerio Hispano, Atención al Público: 

Irene Garcia: Lunes a Viernes 9:00am a 5:00pm 

Nuevo Horario de Misas 
Martes 6:00 am Miércoles 6:00 am 
Jueves 6:00 pm Viernes 6:00 pm 
Sábado 5:00 pm y 7:00 pm 
Domingo 9:30 am y 11:30 am 
 
La Capilla de Adoración al Sanơsimo 
Está abierta de Lunes a Viernes de 6:30am a 
9pm, En la Iglesia de la Oak y 176. 
“Ven y Adora, Él espera por Ɵ” 
 
Nuevo horario para confesiones: 
Jueves después de misa de 6pm 
Sábados después de misa de 7pm 
O hacer una cita en la oficina parroquial. 

Dirección: 272 King St. Crystal Lake,  IL. 60014 
Teléfono: 815-455-5400 

Línea Directa: 815-356-0860  Fax: 815-455-2733 

Pierson St. $2,787.56 

Pierson Online $155.00 

Colecta Semanal - 7/30 

Nuestra vocación crisƟana Ɵene su raíz en la 
revelación del amor de Dios por medio de Jesús. 
Este domingo, pidámosle a Dios, que nos dé el 
regalo de seguir escuchando su voz y profundizar en 
su Palabra: “¡Este es mi Hijo, el Amado; éste es mi 
Elegido, ¡escúchenlo!” (Mateo 17:5). Señor, tres 
discípulos tuyos fueron los elegidos para 
acompañarte al monte y ser tesƟgos de verte 
transfigurado. Hoy, también a nosotros nos ofreces 
momentos ínƟmos para estar conƟgo, para admirar 
todo lo que haces por nosotros en el vivir de cada 
día. Nuestro compromiso de crisƟanos es estar bien 
atentos a tu diaria presencia en nuestra vida. 

Jesús, antes de su Pasión, nos muestra su 
Transfiguración para que estemos listos a entender 
el misterio de su sufrimiento. El misterio de amor, 
dar su vida por nosotros. Gloria y sufrimiento se 
unen mostrando el infinito amor de Dios. Ante el 
sufrimiento, no debemos tener miedo, sino fijarnos 
cómo Jesús es valiente en aceptar la voluntad de su 
Padre. La experiencia de los discípulos fue de gozo y 
de miedo, sin embargo, Jesús anima diciendo: 
“Levántense, no tengan miedo. Ellos levantaron los 

ojos, pero ya no vieron a nadie más que a 
Jesús” (Mateo 16:7-8). Él nos levantará de todos 
nuestros sufrimientos y miedos. La esperanza debe 
estar puesta en su resurrección. Los momentos de fe 
y gracia que el Señor nos da, nos alentarán. 





Sun., Aug 6  Water Wars! | 1:30-3:30 | Lots of fun water games and acƟviƟes | 

   Grades 6-12  | Behind LiƩle Christophers 

Tues., Aug 8 Crystal Lake Beach Summer Band Series | 7-8:30pm |Everyone 

    **a fun concert at the Main Beach** 

St. Thomas the Apostle 

ConfirmaƟon, 7th Grade RE, YM Help 

This summer as been a blessing to get together and 
try a range of events and acƟviƟes as we began 
gathering again. In order to conƟnue this journey, 
we need your help to walk with, mentor and 
accompany our young people.   

Training Opportunity 

Jenny Krumdrick, from Contagious Light Ministries 
will be leading us in an engaging and interacƟve 
Leader Training for catechists and adult leaders 
serving junior high and high school students. 
Includes a Leader Handbook with a variety of 
strategies, prayers, games and methods. BONUS: 
ParƟcipants get access to a private module on the 
Self-Love Club app for immediate retrieval of ice 
breakers, discussion prompts and resources in the 
manual.   

When:  Sunday, August 27th from 2-3:30 

Where:  Oak Street Church / Community Room.   

We don't need anyone to be an expert, just open to 
listening, serving and loving our young people as 
well as sharing the good news of Christ! 7th Grade 
RE and ConfirmaƟon kickoff late September and are 
once a month. Our Youth Ministry sessions begin 
mid September | Wednesdays for HS | Thursdays 
for Jr High. 

A sign up link is on our parish website/youth 
ministry.  

Join us for an awesome retreat given by St. Thomas 
Parishioners to help you grow in your personal rela-
Ɵonship with Christ. Meals & snacks will be provided 
and you will sleep in your own bed each night! We 
will have our own Sunday Mass so your Sunday obli-
gaƟon will be met. You are welcome to invite a 
spouse, adult children or friends to aƩend with you - 
just forward the registraƟon link to them! The re-
treat will be in the lower level of the Pierson St. 
Church (453 Pierson St., Crystal Lake, IL 60014).  

AdoraƟon Under the Stars 

Friday, August 25th at 7:00 pm 

Veteran’s Park Gazebo, McHenry, IL 

Sponsored by St. Patrick Catholic Church, McHenry 

Please check the St. Patrick Facebook page two hours 
before for weather cancellaƟons. Bring a blanket or 
chair to sit on. 






