
Mission Statement 

We are a Catholic family, living our awareness of Christ’s presence through 
worship, service, evangelizaƟon and community for the benefit of all. 

St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church 
August 20, 2023—20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

451 W. Terra CoƩa Ave., Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
815-455-5400/www.sƩhomascl.church 



Pastor: Rev. Robert Jones 
 

Parochial Vicars:  Permanent Deacons: 
Rev. Charles Fitzpatrick  Mr. Allen Bondi 
Rev. James Linkenheld  Mr. Neal Carpenter 
Rev. William Tunarosa  Mr. Jose Aguilar 
 

Business Manager: 
Sandi DePaul - Ext 405 
sdepaul@sƩhomascl.church 
 

AdministraƟve Services: (815) 455-5400   
Fax-(815) 455-2733 
Donna Kothera, Parish Secretary - Ext. 400 
dkothera@sƩhomascl.church 
Jeff SerneƩ, Bookkeeper - Ext. 413 
jserneƩ@sƩhomascl.church 
 

Director of Youth & EvangelizaƟon: (815) 455-9037  
Patrick Haviland, Director 
phaviland@sƩhomascl.church 
 

Music & Liturgy: 
Julie Hermann, Director - Ext. 416 
hermannjulieann@gmail.com 
Meg StruƩman, AdministraƟve Assistant - Ext. 417 
BulleƟn Editor - mstruƩman@sƩhomascl.church 
 

Religious EducaƟon: (815) 455-9787 
ChrisƟna Benkert, Secretary 
religiouseducaƟon@sƩhomascl.church 
Mary Foerster, Coordinator 
religiouseducaƟon@sƩhomascl.church 
 

RecepƟonists:    
Renee Lyons, Kris Noonan, Nancy Leibforth,  
Janis Kolberg - Ext 406 
recepƟondesk@sƩhomascl.church 
 

Hispanic Ministry: (815) 356-0860                
Reverend William Tunarosa, Parochial Vicar 
Irene Garcia, Hispanic Ministry Secretary 
igarcia@sƩhomascl.church 
Jose Guimaray– Hispanic Ministry Faith FormaƟon Dir. 
jguimaray@sƩhomascl.church 
 

St. Thomas School/LiƩle Saints Preschool: (815) 459-0496 
Gina Houston, Principal 
ghouston@sƩhomascl.org 
Michelle Boppart, Office Manager 
mboppart@sƩhomascl.org 

PARISH INFORMATION  
Parish Center Hours:  
Monday-Friday  8:00 am - 5:00 pm 
 
Confessions (ReconciliaƟon - Oak Street Church): 
Mondays: 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm  
Saturdays: 8:00 am - 9:00 am and 3:00 pm - 4:00 pm 
 
LocaƟons: 
Oak Street Church - 451 W. Terra CoƩa Ave.  
Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
Pierson Street Church - 453 Pierson St.  
Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
Parish Office - 272 King St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
St. Thomas School - 265 King St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
LiƩle Saints Preschool - 454 Lake St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
 
Holy Hearts AdoraƟon Chapel: 
Monday, 6:15 am - Friday, 9:00 pm 
Saturday, 7:15 am - 5:45 pm 
Sunday, 7:15 am -  6:45 pm 
adoraƟonchapel@sƩhomascl.church 
 
Resources: 
Crystal Lake Food Pantry 
42 East St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
(815) 455-0961 
M, W, F - 10:00 am-2:00 pm 
Th - 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm 
Sat. - 9:00 am - Noon 
 
St. Vincent DePaul Society: 
(779) 800-6742 
 
LiƩle Christopher Resale Shoppe: 
469 Lake St., Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
(815) 459-9442 
Tues., Wed., Sat. - 10:00 am - 1:00 pm,  
Th. 12:30 pm - 3:00 pm 
DonaƟons accepted:  During Store Hours 
 
Marian Central High School: (815)-338-4220 
www.marian.com 

Connect with us: 
 
www.sƩhomasflocknote.com 

www.facebook.com/sainƩhomascl 

www.sƩhomascl.church 

www.instagram.com/st.thomascl 



As we prepare for the Centennial CelebraƟon of St. Thomas the Apostle School in 2027, 
we renew our commitment to making the school a place where young people can 
come to know, love and serve the Lord in an academic environment of excellence and 
integrity. As previously announced, we have engaged the services of AvanƟ Advisors 
from Philadelphia, PA to work with our school and parish leadership to strengthen 
communicaƟon, advise us on enrollment management strategies, and assist us with 
thinking about the needs of fundraising, development, and alumni relaƟons. Our con-
sultant for this project will be the owner and founder of the company, Mr. Christopher 
Mominey, whose resume I included in last weekend’s bulleƟn column.   

When it comes to St. Thomas the Apostle School, we have good reason to take pride in 
our past. We must also come together as a community that has faith in our future. I am fully aware that these are 
challenging Ɵmes for our Catholic insƟtuƟons. These challenges have resulted in several people walking away 
from the very insƟtuƟons that have contributed to the backbone and moral fiber of our country.   

The following quote comes from a Conference at the University of Notre Dame in 2006: “Will it be said of our gen-
eraƟon that we presided over the demise of the most effecƟve and important resource for evangelizaƟon in the 
history of the Church in the United States? Will it be said of our generaƟon that we lacked the resolve to preserve 
naƟonal treasures built upon the sacrifice of untold millions?  Will it be said of our generaƟon that we abandoned 
these powerful instruments of jusƟce that provide educaƟonal opportunity and hope for families otherwise 
trapped in poverty? Surely not. Instead, when the story of Catholic schools is wriƩen, historians will look back on 
our age and marvel that against great odds, we change the ending.” 

The above quote serves as very inspiraƟonal for me and hope it is also for you. In St. Thomas the Apostle School 
we have a tremendous giŌ and blessing. We need to preserve this giŌ. As your pastor that is very important to 
me, but I will need the help of our faith community (and other parishes) to make sure our school grows and 
thrives as we prepare to begin the second century for St. Thomas the Apostle School.   

We are hosƟng a Community ConvocaƟon for all parents and parishioners this Wednesday, August 23rd, beginning 
at 7:00 pm in the Community Room at our Oak Street campus. The purpose for this gathering is threefold: 

To introduce Chris Mominey to our community and welcome him as he begins this year-long project with us. 

To hear Chris’ vision for Catholic educaƟon here at St. Thomas the Apostle. 

To communicate the overall project goals for the coming year. 

There will be some Ɵme for quesƟons and answers based on Chris’ presentaƟon, but the convocaƟon will end 
promptly at 8:00 pm. We expect that the tone of this evening will be upbeat and future-focused, so we invite your 
posiƟve parƟcipaƟon. It is an opportunity for us to think about our school in new and exciƟng ways. Please keep 
this important project in your prayers! 

      Peace be with you,    Fr. Bob Jones 

 From the Pastor’s Desk... 



Please visit or call the Parish Center to schedule a 
Mass IntenƟon. 

Mass IntenƟons for the Week 
 
Monday, August 21st 
6:30 am † Edmund Strzepa 
12:10 pm † Melissa Wilson 
 
Tuesday, August 22nd 
6:30 am † Craig Streit 
12:10 pm † James Norris 
 
Wednesday, August 23rd 
6:30 am † Cecelia Heiberger 
12:10 pm † Paula Zajac 
 
Thursday, August 24th 
6:30 am † Paul Cribb 
12:10 pm † Dorothy Klitzing 
 
Friday, August 25th 
6:30 am † Lodi Mula 
12:10 pm † Walt Kalemba 
 
Saturday, August 26th 
7:30 am † Ben Stepp 
4:30 pm † MisƟ Grover 
 
Sunday, August 27th 
7:30 am The People of St Thomas Parish, 
  Living & Deceased 
9:00 am † Kim Neamand 
10:30 am † Bob DeFiore 
12:00 pm † Donald Jaworski 
5:30 pm † Robert Bye 

Parish Calendar 
 
Sunday, August 20, 2023  
8:30 am       Knights of Columbus Breakfast    
10:00 am RCIA InformaƟonal Mtg. (Lower Oak)  
6:00 pm YM High School “Livin” Out Loud 
 (Comm. Rm.)  
   
Monday, August 21, 2023* 
10:30 am MMP Rosary Group  
5:00 pm  Confessions (Oak St. Church) 
7:00 pm Evening of RecollecƟon for Women  
 (Oak St. Church) 
 
Tuesday, August 22, 2023*  
6:00 pm Back to School Night (School Gym)  
 
Wednesday, August 23, 2023* 
7:00 pm School Community ConvocaƟon Mtg. 
 (Oak St. Church) 
 
Thursday, August 24, 2023*    
7:00 pm St. Vincent DePaul Society (Lower Oak)  
 
Friday, August 25, 2023*  
10:00 am Prayer Shawl Ministry (Lower Oak)  
 
Saturday, August 26, 2023  
7:30 am  Mass (Oak St. Church) 
7:30 am Knights of Columbus Blood Drive 
 (Comm. Rm.)  
8:00 am Confessions (Oak St. Church)  
8:15 am Men’s Group (Lower Oak)  
3:00 pm Confessions (Oak St. Church) 
  
Sunday, August 27, 2023  
8:30 am       Coffee & Donuts (Community Rm.)   
11:30 am RCIA InformaƟonal Mtg (Lower Oak)  
2:00 pm YM Adult Training (Community Room) 
 
*6:30 am and 12:10 pm daily Mass at Oak Street 
 



AdoraƟon Candle 
IntenƟons 

Aug. 20 - Sept. 2 

Kostrzewski & Wojciga 
Families 

LeCoque Families 

†Thomas Ringness 

† Lyle Rooney 

Please pray for the Deceased 
 

Father Michael Scherschel (brother of Jen Polston) 

August 27 
Coffee & Donuts in 

the Community Room aŌer 
morning Masses!  

 Lector EM Altar Server 

4:30 pm Jim Kruger Gloria Marmol, Karen Kruger  

7:30 am Bob Lohman 
Mark Przybylski, William Bransley, 

Eleanore Wojewoda, Nancy Tomaso 
 

9:00 am John Stefani 
Joanna Majewska, Dawn Ahsmann, 

Cathy Mueller, Tom Mueller 
Tyler Stebbings, Sean Kelly, 

Anthony Alvarado 

WEEKEND MASS MINISTERS - 8/26 & 8/27 

10:30 am Monica CaldicoƩ 
MaƩ Turk, Mike KlepƟsch, 

Frank Ciangi, Maureen Carpenter 
Ian Varys, Mitchell Schwartz, 

Cameron Smith 

12:00 pm Kathleen Jacobs Deb Sosnowski, Judy Wiedenfeld  

5:30 pm  AnneƩe O’Connell, Jerry Lyons  

Celebrant Weekday Masses 

8/21 
6:30 am Fr. Jones 

12:10 pm Fr. Linkenheld 

8/22 
6:30 am Fr. Fitzpatrick 

12:10 pm Fr. Jones 

8/23 
6:30 am Fr. Linkenheld 

12:10 pm  Fr. Jones 

8/24 
6:30 am Fr. Linkenheld 

12:10 pm Fr. Fitzpatrick 

8/25 
6:30 am Fr. Jones 

12:10 pm Fr. Fitzpatrick 

8/26 7:30 am Fr. Fitzpatrick 

Celebrant Weekend Masses 

8/26 4:30 pm Fr. Linkenheld 

8/27 

7:30 am Fr. Linkenheld 

9:00 am Fr. Fitzpatrick 

10:30 am Fr. Fitzpatrick 

12:00 pm Fr. Jones 

5:30 pm Fr. Jones 

AƩenƟon Religious EducaƟon Families! 

It’s Ɵme to register for classes! 
Family Faith begins September, 13th. 4:30 pm Reli-
gious Classes begin on September 20th. 

For online registraƟon visit us on our website un-
der Ministries, under Religious EducaƟon.   

hƩps://sainƩhomascatholicchurch.org/religious-
educaƟon 



Weekly  CollecƟon—August 13 

Sunday Envelopes $14,401.01 

Online Giving $14,543.50 

Sunday Offering $3,081.93 

Total CollecƟon $32,026.44 

Weekly Tithe Crystal Lake Food Pantry 

Readings for the week of August 20, 2023 

Sunday: Is 56:1, 6-7/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 (4)/Rom 11:13-
15, 29-32/Mt 15:21-28 
Monday: Jgs 2:11-19/Ps 106:34-35, 36-37, 39-40, 
43ab and 44/Mt 19:16-22 
Tuesday: Jgs 6:11-24a/Ps 85:9, 11-12, 13-14/Mt 
19:23-30 
Wednesday: Jgs 9:6-15/Ps 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/Mt 20:1-
16 
Thursday: Rv 21:9b-14/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18/Jn 
1:45-51 
Friday: Ru 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22/Ps 146:5-6ab, 6c-7, 8-
9a, 9bc-10/Mt 22:34-40 
Saturday: Ru 2:1-3, 8-11; 4:13-17/Ps 128:1b-2, 3, 4, 
5/Mt 23:1-12 
Next Sunday: Is 22:19-23/Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6, 8 (8bc)/
Rom 11:33-36/Mt 16:13-2 

Missionaries of St. Francis De Sales  

On August 19-20, 2023, we will have the Annual 
Mission Appeal in our parish. This year the holy mass 
and homily will be celebrated by a priest from the 
Missionaries of St. Francis, otherwise known as the 
Fransalians. Although their congregaƟon was 
founded in Annecy, France in 1837, as missionaries, 
their major presence is now in Asia and Africa along 
with new missions in South America.  

They are now globally present in 29 countries with 
12 provinces, one region and four delegaƟons with 
total membership of more than 1500 confreres. 
Their main missionary charism is the pioneering 
evangelizaƟon in the non-evangelized countries and 
the educaƟon of the less privileged youth through 
children’s homes and orphanages. More than 3500 
economically poor, semi orphan or orphan children 
are cared for and educated in their 93 children’s 
homes both in India and Africa. The Fransalians are 
also acƟve in the Philippines, Ecuador, Indonesia and 
Brazil where they promote and train missionary 
vocaƟons to prepare individuals for both pioneering 
evangelizaƟon and the renewal of ChrisƟan life in 
different countries and are acƟvely engaged in the 
empowerment of women and the marginalized. 

Let us welcome our missionary Fr. Abraham 
VeƩuvelil MSFS. 

A second collecƟon will be taken this weekend to 
support the Missionaries of St. Francis de Sales . 

Oktoberfest 2023 - Save the Date 

Oktoberfest will be held again 
this year on Saturday, 
September 23 on the school/
parish grounds from 5:00 - 
10:00 pm. 

All proceeds will benefit the St. Thomas School 
Tuition assistance program. 

Music, Dancing, Food, Raffle, Silent Auction 

Ticket and Raffle info will be available soon. 

Women’s Evening of RecollecƟon - Oct. 21 

Pause, Pray, and Recollect. Our Lord sent out his 
disciples to preach, and when they came back he 
gathered them together and invited them to go 
with him to a desert place where they could rest…
What marvelous things Jesus would ask them and 
tell them! Well, the Gospel is always relevant to the 
present day. -pt. 470 FURROW 

Oak Street Church - Confessions begin at 6:30pm 
and the recollecƟon begins at 7pm.  

A recollecƟon includes: exposiƟon of the Blessed 
Sacrament, an examinaƟon of conscience, personal 
prayer Ɵme, a meditaƟon given by a priest of Opus 
Dei, and a brief pracƟcal talk.  

Please contact Monica BlancheƩe with any ques-
Ɵons at blancheƩe.monica@gmail.com 



The Bible is at the heart of our Faith and our 
relaƟonship with God. Scripture informs our beliefs 
and inspires our devoƟons. It is the place where our 
Father meets with us and lovingly speaks to us. 
Reading the Bible should bring us closer to Christ, 
but understanding it is oŌen difficult. 

The Bible Timeline takes you on a twenty-four-part 
guided journey through salvaƟon history. Presenter 
Jeff Cavins shows you how fourteen of the Bible’s 
narraƟve books tell the biblical story from beginning 
to end and gives you the keys to understanding the 
amazing story woven throughout Scripture. 

Dates:  Weekly beginning September 20 - December 
13 and again from January 17 - April 17 
(Wednesdays).  Some dates will be off, based on 
other parish events and various holidays.  

Time: 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM and again from 7 - 9 PM 

LocaƟon:  Saint Thomas Oak Street / Lower Level 

The cost for this series is $40. 

Materials:  Will be handed out at the first session 
and will include a year's access to the online content 
and videos.  Please register by Sunday, September 
11th, so we have enough Ɵme get your materials 
before the first session. 

hƩps://sainƩhomascatholicchurch.org/adult-
ministry 

Children’s Choir Needs Singers! 

 

 

 

 

 

We are looking for interested singers in grades 2-8 
to join our St Thomas children’s choir! You do not 
need to be a student at STS to join- we welcome all 
children of the parish! 

We sing for one mass a month during the school 
year, and begin our rehearsals in September. If you 
have an interested student, please contact Emily 
Holland at eholland@sƩhomascl.org for more 
informaƟon! 

10th Year of That Man is You Starts  
Saturday, Sept. 9 

Join some of the best guys in the parish each Satur-
day morning starƟng Sept. 9 at 6 am, in the Commu-
nity Center! That Man is You is back for its 10th year 
at St. Thomas. It is a boost to your life as a Catholic 
husband, father and man. Learn why guys keep com-
ing back, and join us! 

The program features a variety of dynamic Catholic 
speakers, who will guide men of all ages – and espe-
cially dads with young families – to become the best 
Catholic husband and father they can be. We start 
with coffee and donuts, then a 30-minute video, 
break into virtual small groups and wrap up by 7:30 
a.m. 

Type this link into your browser to learn more about 
this year: hƩps://Ɵnyurl.com/229zy7xe . 

Sign up via this QR code, or email Greg Ives at 
gregives@aƩ.net for more informaƟon. 



 Ministerio Hispano 

Coordinador: Reverendo William Tunarosa 

Atención al Público: Martes a Jueves de 9:00am a 
4:00pm 

Llamar a la Oficina Parroquial para hacer su cita: 
(815-356-0860) 
Oficina del Ministerio Hispano, Atención al Público: 

Irene Garcia: Lunes a Viernes 9:00am a 5:00pm 

Nuevo Horario de Misas 
Martes 6:00 am Miércoles 6:00 am 
Jueves 6:00 pm Viernes 6:00 pm 
Sábado 5:00 pm y 7:00 pm 
Domingo 9:30 am y 11:30 am 
 
La Capilla de Adoración al Sanơsimo 
Está abierta de Lunes a Viernes de 6:30am a 
9pm, En la Iglesia de la Oak y 176. 
“Ven y Adora, Él espera por Ɵ” 
 
Nuevo horario para confesiones: 
Jueves después de misa de 6pm 
Sábados después de misa de 7pm 
O hacer una cita en la oficina parroquial. 

Dirección: 272 King St. Crystal Lake,  IL. 60014 
Teléfono: 815-455-5400 

Línea Directa: 815-356-0860  Fax: 815-455-2733 

Pierson St. $2,801.75 

Pierson Online $206.00 

Colecta Semanal - 8/13 

Un domingo más que se nos habla de la fe. Ahora, 
mostrada en una mujer cananea que suplicaba para 
que su hija fuera curada. Recordemos que el pueblo 
cananeo, en Ɵempos de Jesús, era idólatra y primi-
Ɵvo. De ahí surge la mujer que, con gran insistencia, 
suplicaba a Jesús por su hija. Esta mujer era va-
liente, con una fe segura, y fue así que decidida se 
postra ante Jesús para seguir pidiendo: “¡Señor, 
ayúdame! Jesús le dijo: No se debe echar a los per-
ros el pan de los hijos. La mujer contestó: Es verdad 
Señor, pero también los perritos comen las migajas 
que caen de la mesa de sus amos. Entonces Jesús le 
dijo: Mujer, ¡qué grande es tu fe! Que se cumpla tu 
deseo” (Mateo 15:25-28). 

La mujer fue felicitada por Jesús, y es puesta como 
ejemplo para sus discípulos entonces, y para no-
sotros actualmente. “Cristo se mostraba indiferente 
hacia ella, no por rechazarle la misericordia, sino 
para inflamar su deseo” (San Agusơn). ¿Qué haces 
tú cuándo estás en una necesidad? Gritas, suplicas 
de rodillas al Señor para que te escuche. Acuérdate 
que la oración viene según la fe. ¿Cómo mides tu fe? 
¿Es débil, es fuerte, es constante? Buscas a Jesús en 

todo momento o solo en Ɵempos diİciles. El domin-
go pasado, Pedro al hundirse en el agua exclamó: 
“Señor, sálvame”. Hoy, la mujer cananea grita: 
“Señor, ayúdame”. El Señor, escucha y aƟende al 
que persevera constantemente con fe y esperanza 
en la oración. Qué hermoso es escuchar: “Que se 
cumpla tu deseo”. 



Do you desire a deeper understanding of God’s great love 
for you? 

Are you interested in being acƟve in a community of 
seekers and believers with diverse backgrounds and giŌs? 

Are you feeling called to explore the faith you already 
have and want to grow it stronger? 

Would you like to know more about the Catholic Church’s 
history, beliefs, tradiƟons, and teachings? 

Do any of the following describe your spiritual journey 
thus far? 

· Never been bapƟzed 

· Validly bapƟzed in another ChrisƟan faith tradiƟon 
besides Catholic 

· BapƟzed Catholic but have not received Holy 
Communion and/or ConfirmaƟon 

If you answered yes to any of the above, we invite you to 
prayerfully consider aƩending the RCIA (The Rite of 
ChrisƟan IniƟaƟon of Adults) Process. 

Our RCIA team is excited to host informaƟonal meeƟngs 
in the lower level of the Oak Street church on: 

Sunday, August 20th from 10:00AM-11:00AM 

Sunday, August 27th from 11:30AM-12:30PM and 

Thursday, September 7th at 7:00PM-8:00PM   

These meeƟngs will be informal and offer a great 
opportunity to have all of your quesƟons answered and to 
learn about the Process. Please join us for any one of 
them. 

In the event you are interested but are unable to aƩend 
one of the meeƟngs, please contact Mark Przybylski at 
mprzybylski@sƩhomascl.church 

RCIA classes will be held weekly in the lower level of the 
Oak Street church beginning Sunday, September 10 at 
10:00AM. 

Book Club 

Everyone’s invited to join St. Thomas’ Faith-Based 
Book Club to discuss its next book: “Who Am I to 
Judge” by Edward Sri.  

This classic Faith-Based ficƟon warns of ways evil 
overcomes us via somewhat comical, imaginary 
leƩers between 2 demons who discuss how best to 
tempt people. Join us for spirited conversaƟons, 
meeƟng new people, and growing in our faith. 

Monday 8/28, 9/11 & 9/25 
7:00 pm—8:30 pm Lower Oak 

In an age in which preference has replaced morality, 
many people find it difficult to speak the truth, afraid 
of the reacƟons they will receive if they say some-
thing is right or wrong. Using engaging stories and 
personal experience, Edward Sri helps us understand 
the classical view of morality and equips us to en-
gage relaƟvism, appealing to both the head and the 
heart. Learn how Catholic morality is all about love, 
why making a judgment is not judging a person's 
soul, and why, in the words of Pope Francis, 
"relaƟvism wounds people." Topics include: Real 
Freedom, Real Love, Sharing truth with compassion 
and Why "I disagree" doesn't mean "I hate you". 

Register using the QR code, 
through the parish website or a 
form at the Parish Center. Purchase 
the book at the LiƩle Way 
bookstore or online. 



Parish Picnic 
Saturday, September 9 

5:30 pm -  8:30 pm 

Join us for our Parish Picnic at Oak Street Church! 
Live Music, Free Food, Bounce House, Face PainƟng, 
Ice Cream, 18’ Inflatable Slide, Beer and Wine 

For more InformaƟon please 
contact 
phaviland@sƩhomascl.church  

hƩps://Ɵnyurl.com/
stapicnichelp2023 






