
Mission Statement 
We are a Catholic family, living our awareness of Christ’s presence through 

worship, service, evangelizaƟon and community for the benefit of all. 

St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church 
September 17, 2023—24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

451 W. Terra CoƩa Ave., Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
815-455-5400/www.sƩhomascl.church 



Pastor: Rev. Robert Jones 
 

Parochial Vicars:  Permanent Deacons: 
Rev. Charles Fitzpatrick  Mr. Allen Bondi 
Rev. James Linkenheld  Mr. Neal Carpenter 
Rev. William Tunarosa  Mr. Jose Aguilar 
 

Business Manager: 
Sandi DePaul - Ext 405 
sdepaul@sƩhomascl.church 
 

AdministraƟve Services: (815) 455-5400   
Fax-(815) 455-2733 
Donna Kothera, Parish Secretary - Ext. 400 
dkothera@sƩhomascl.church 
Jeff SerneƩ, Bookkeeper - Ext. 413 
jserneƩ@sƩhomascl.church 
 

Director of Youth & EvangelizaƟon: (815) 455-9037  
Patrick Haviland, Director 
phaviland@sƩhomascl.church 
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Julie Hermann, Director - Ext. 416 
hermannjulieann@gmail.com 
Meg StruƩman, AdministraƟve Assistant - Ext. 417 
BulleƟn Editor - mstruƩman@sƩhomascl.church 
 

Religious EducaƟon: (815) 455-9787 
ChrisƟna Benkert, Secretary 
Mary Foerster, Coordinator 
Kathy Pfeiffer, Assistant 
Linda Aubert, Assistant 
religiouseducaƟon@sƩhomascl.church 
 

RecepƟonists:    
Renee Lyons, Kris Noonan, Nancy Leibforth,  
Janis Kolberg - Ext 406 
recepƟondesk@sƩhomascl.church 
 

Hispanic Ministry: (815) 356-0860                
Reverend William Tunarosa, Parochial Vicar 
Irene Garcia, Hispanic Ministry Secretary 
igarcia@sƩhomascl.church 
Jose Guimaray– Hispanic Ministry Faith FormaƟon Dir. 
jguimaray@sƩhomascl.church 
 

St. Thomas School/LiƩle Saints Preschool: (815) 459-0496 
Gina Houston, Principal 
ghouston@sƩhomascl.org 
Michelle Boppart, Office Manager 
mboppart@sƩhomascl.org 

PARISH INFORMATION  
Parish Center Hours:  
Monday-Friday  9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
 
Confessions (ReconciliaƟon - Oak Street Church): 
Mondays: 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm  
Saturdays: 8:00 am - 9:00 am and 3:00 pm - 4:00 pm 
 
LocaƟons: 
Oak Street Church - 451 W. Terra CoƩa Ave.  
Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
Pierson Street Church - 453 Pierson St.  
Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
Parish Office - 272 King St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
St. Thomas School - 265 King St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
LiƩle Saints Preschool - 454 Lake St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
 
Holy Hearts AdoraƟon Chapel: 
Monday, 6:15 am - Friday, 9:00 pm 
Saturday, 7:15 am - 5:45 pm 
Sunday, 7:15 am -  6:45 pm 
adoraƟonchapel@sƩhomascl.church 
 
Resources: 
Crystal Lake Food Pantry 
42 East St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
(815) 455-0961 
M, W, F - 10:00 am-2:00 pm 
Th - 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm 
Sat. - 9:00 am - Noon 
 
St. Vincent DePaul Society: 
(779) 800-6742 
 
LiƩle Christopher Resale Shoppe: 
469 Lake St., Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
(815) 459-9442 
Tues., Wed., Sat. - 10:00 am - 1:00 pm,  
Th. 12:30 pm - 3:00 pm 
DonaƟons accepted:  During Store Hours 
 
Marian Central High School: (815)-338-4220 
www.marian.com 

Connect with us: 

www.sƩhomasflocknote.com 

www.facebook.com/sainƩhomascl 

www.sƩhomascl.church 

www.sƩhomascl.org 

www.instagram.com/st.thomascl 



I recently came across this list and I thought it would be worth sharing. It is 15 com-
mon Catholic Church “Facts” that Protestants constantly get wrong: 

Catholics don’t read their Bibles. Actually, since the Second VaƟcan Council in the 
1960’s many pracƟcing Catholics have been reading their Bibles more, and there 
are many more Catholic Bible studies available, like “The Bible Timeline” that is be-
ing offered here at St. Thomas. 

Catholics don’t pray to Jesus. There has been an increased emphasis in the Catholic 
Church on the importance of having a relaƟonship with Jesus through our prayer 
lives. It has always been part of our teaching, but thankfully is now being empha-

sized more. 

Catholics believe that their Pope is never wrong. We believe the Pope is a fallible human being but can de-
clare an infallible doctrine supported by Scripture and Sacred TradiƟon. This has only happened twice – The 
doctrines of the AssumpƟon and the Immaculate ConcepƟon. 

Catholics aren’t ChrisƟans. A good understanding of Church History will show that Catholics are actually 
the first ChrisƟans, since ProtestanƟsm came many centuries later. 

Catholics worship Mary, the Saints and Statues. Catholics worship our Triune God (Father, Son & Holy Spir-
it). We venerate (honor) Mary and the Saints. Statues (art) are objects of veneraƟon that may represent our 
God, Mary and the Saints, but we must never worship these objects. 

Catholics believe that people are saved by good works. We do not believe that we can merit our way into 
heaven simply through our good works alone. We believe that salvaƟon comes from (faith) in God’s giŌ of 
grace and our parƟcipaƟon (good works) in that grace. 

Catholics believe they can sin all they want and then go to Confession. We do believe in the Sacrament of 
ReconciliaƟon, but we also believe it is the sin of PresumpƟon to play games with this sacrament and to in-
sincerely take God’s mercy, love and forgiveness for granted. 

The Catholic Church discriminates against non-Catholics by not leƫng them receive Communion. The 
Catholic Church is the only Church that believes in the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist and protects 
this belief by reserving the recepƟon to PracƟcing Catholics. 

The Catholic Church added books to the Bible. No, actually the Protestant Church removed some books 
from the Bible during the ReformaƟon, which had been part of the Bible for over a millennium.  

Catholics believe that only they go to heaven. No, we believe that final judgment belongs to Christ, that 
the Catholic Church is the fullest expression of the faith to assist our life journey.  

We have a wonderful faith that is oŌen misunderstood. It is important for us to know what we believe, so we 
can more fully celebrate it and defend it.   

       Peace, love and joy, Fr. Bob Jones 

 From the Pastor’s Desk... 



Please visit or call the Parish Center to schedule a 
Mass IntenƟon. 

Mass IntenƟons for the Week 
 
Monday, September 18th 
6:30 am † Souls of the Faithful Departed 
12:10 pm † Mary Pat Jacobs 
 
Tuesday, September 19th 
6:30 am † Frances Moczulewski 
12:10 pm Communion Service 
 
Wednesday, September 20th 
6:30 am † Chester Zaleski 
12:10 pm Those on St. Jude's Prayer List  
  (Special IntenƟon) 
 
Thursday, September 21st 
6:30 am † Paul Cribb 
12:10 pm † Lloyd & Mary Ann StruƩman 
 
Friday, September 22nd 
6:30 am † Phyllis Strzepa 
12:10 pm † Terrence Doran 
 
Saturday, September 23rd 
7:30 am † Kathleen Camarena 
4:30 pm † Ernie Fues 
 
Sunday, September 24th 
7:30 am † Sandy Greene 
9:00 am † Zofia Bylina 
10:30 am † Joan Robaczewski 
12:00 pm † George Wolf 
5:30 pm The People of St Thomas Parish,  
  Living & Deceased 

Parish Calendar 
 
Sunday, September 17, 2023  
8:30 am  Knights Breakfast (Community Rm.)   
10:00 am RCIA CLASS (Lower Oak)  
 
Monday, September 18, 2023* 
10:30 am  MMP Rosary Group  
5:00 pm Confessions (Oak St. Church)  
7:00 pm SPRED Group (Parish Center) 
7:00 pm Women’s Evening of RecollecƟon  
 (Oak St. Church)  
 
Tuesday, September 19, 2023  
6:30 am  Mass (Oak St. Church)  
12:10 pm  Communion Service (Oak St. Church)    
6:30 pm Ladies Night Out/Baby Shower (Comm. Rm.)  
6:30 pm Children’s Choir PracƟce (Oak St. Church)  
 
Wednesday, September 20, 2023* 
9:30 am Bible Timeline (Lower Oak) 
4:30 pm  Religious Ed Classes (Pierson St. Church)   
7:00 pm Bible Timeline (Lower Oak)  
7:00 pm  High School YM (Community Rm.)  
 
Thursday, September 21, 2023*    
6:30 pm Adult Choir PracƟce (Oak St. Church)  
7:00 pm Junior High YM (Community Rm.)  
 
Friday, September 22, 2023*  
10:00 am Prayer Shawl Ministry (Lower Oak)  
 
Saturday, September 23, 2023  
6:00 am That Man Is You (Community Rm.)  
7:30 am  Mass (Oak St. Church) 
8:00 am Confessions (Oak St. Church)  
8:15 am Men’s Group (Lower Oak)  
5:00 pm Oktoberfest (School King St. Grounds) 
3:00 pm Confessions (Oak St. Church) 
7:00 pm Hispanic Mass (Oak St. Church)  
 
Sunday, September 24, 2023  
8:30 am  Coffee & Donuts (Community Rm.)   
10:00 am RCIA CLASS (Lower Oak)  
1:30 pm 7th Grade RE Kickoff (Community Room)  
7:00 pm YM ConfirmaƟon Kickoff (Community Rm.)  
 
*6:30 am and 12:10 pm daily Mass at Oak Street 
 



Sept. 17 - Knights of Columbus 
Breakfast aŌer the morning 
Masses in the Community  
Center. 

AdoraƟon Candle 
IntenƟons 

Sept. 17 - Sept. 30 

Grosse Family 

Zubinski Family 

†Peter SaleƩa 

†Frank Scanlan 

Please pray for the Deceased 
 

Tim O’Neill 
Vicente Sanchez Barreno 

Jane GaƩo 

 Lector EM Altar Server 

4:30 pm Monica CaldicoƩ Gloria Marmol, ScoƩ Smith Cameron Smith, Sean Kelly 

7:30 am Gina Houston 
Mark Przybylski, Pam Wyman 

Liz SerneƩ, Eleanore Wojewoda 
Michael Davis 

9:00 am Jim Kruger 
Patrick Slowey, Nancy Miller, 

Joanna Majewska, Karen Kruger 
Jack Hermann, Brady Hermann, 

James Wolff 

WEEKEND MASS MINISTERS - 9/23 & 9/24 

10:30 am Ingrid Carlino 
MaƩ Turk, Valerie Cuchna, 

Jerry Lyons, Dawn Ahsmann 
Simon Carlino, Mitchell Schwartz, 

Anthony Alvarado 

12:00 pm  Mike Klepitsch 
Julia Dovidio, Lauren Dovidio, 

Macy Freeman 

5:30 pm  AnneƩe O’Connell 
Jake Polston, Luke Polston, 

Daniel Polston 

Celebrant Weekday Masses 

9/18 
6:30 am Fr. Jones 

12:10 pm Fr. Linkenheld 

9/19 
6:30 am Fr. Jones 

12:10 pm Communion Service 

9/20 
6:30 am Fr. Linkenheld 

12:10 pm  Fr. Jones 

9/21 
6:30 am Fr. Linkenheld 

12:10 pm Fr. Fitzpatrick 

9/22 
6:30 am Fr. Jones 

12:10 pm Fr. Fitzpatrick 

9/23 7:30 am Fr. Linkenheld 

Celebrant Weekend Masses 

9/23 4:30 pm Fr. Jones 

9/24 

7:30 am Fr. Fitzpatrick 

9:00 am Fr. Fitzpatrick 

10:30 am Fr. Linkenheld 

12:00 pm Fr. Linkenheld 

5:30 pm Fr. Jones 

Tuesday, September 19 

On Tuesday, September 19 the priests of the Diocese 
will be at a seminar  

We will have Mass at 6:30 am and a Communion Ser-
vice with Deacon Bondi at 12:10 pm. 



Readings for the week of September 17, 2023 

Sunday: Sir 27:30—28:7/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12 
(8)/Rom 14:7-9/Mt 18:21-35 

Monday: 1 Tm 2:1-8/Ps 28:2, 7, 8-9/Lk 7:1-10 

Tuesday: 1 Tm 3:1-13/Ps 101:1b-2ab, 2cd-3ab, 5, 6/
Lk 7:11-17 

Wednesday: 1 Tm 3:14-16/Ps 111:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Lk 
7:31-35 

Thursday: Eph 4:1-7, 11-13/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5/Mt 9:9-13 

Friday: 1 Tm 6:2c-12/Ps 49:6-7, 8-10, 17-18, 19-20/Lk 
8:1-3 

Saturday: 1 Tm 6:13-16/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5/Lk 8:4-15 

Next Sunday: Is 55:6-9/Ps 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18 (18a)/
Phil 1:20c-24, 27a/Mt 20:1-16a 

Weekly  CollecƟon—September 10 

Sunday Envelopes $18,268.00 

Online Giving $3,543.50 

Sunday Offering $2,898.05 

Total CollecƟon $24,709.55 

Weekly Tithe St. Vincent de Paul Society 

Milwaukee Pilgrimage with Father Bob 
November 17, 2023 

We will visit the St. Joan of Arc Chapel on MarqueƩe 
University Campus (which houses the stone upon 
which St. Joan prayed), the stunning St. Joseph Chap-
el in the Convent of the School Sisters of St. Francis 
and St. Josaphat’s Basilica. We will have a private 
Mass. We will also enjoy a tour at each of the 
churches. While on the bus, Fr. Bob will lead us in 
prayer to help us prepare for our upcoming Advent 
journey! You will have Ɵme for lunch, as well as Ɵme 
to get a jump on your Christmas shopping at the fun 
and lively Milwaukee Public Market. The cost is $135 
per person. This includes transportaƟon on a coach 
bus, tours and Ɵps. 

We will leave from St. Thomas Catholic Church on 
Oak St. at 7:30 am and are scheduled to return about 
5:30 pm. 

Register online at: www.stellamaristours.us. No reg-
istraƟons are being taken in the Parish Office. Ques-
Ɵons? Email: marci.stellamaristours@gmail.com 

Thank you to all the wonderful people, too numer-
ous to count, who helped us make our Parish Picnic 
such a wonderful success. Thank you especially to 
all those who invited neighbors and friends to join 
us...keep up the good work! It is all about inviƟng! 



Ladies Night Out/First Way 
Baby Shower 

Tuesday, September 19th 
Oak Street Community Room 

7-9 (Doors Open at 6:30 pm) 

Socializing: Join us for an 
evening of socializing! Bring your friends and make 
new friends. Enjoy tasty appeƟzers and decadent 
sweets along with wine and soŌ drinks. 

Sharing: Please share a new baby item with those 
who say “Yes to life”. St. Catherine Guild is collecƟng 
baby items for First Way Life Center. Please see our 
list of suggested baby giŌs or pick up a list of items 
to choose from at our table located outside the Com-
munity Room and bring your unwrapped giŌ to LNO 
on September 19th. (Not aƩending? Early giŌs should 
be dropped off at the Parish Center.) 

Shopping: Come and shop for exciƟng products and 
unique giŌs from 18 local vendors. Don’t miss our 
free vendor product raffles!!! 

Evening of RecollecƟon for Women 

Monday, September 18 at 7 pm 

St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church 

451 W Terra CoƩa Avenue in Crystal Lake 

Pause, Pray, and Reflect. 

"If the Lord has given you some natural quality or 
skill, you should not just enjoy it yourself or show 
off about it; you should use it charitably in the ser-
vice of your neighbor." - The Furrow pt. 422 

Schedule:  

Confessions begin at 6:30 pm 

RecollecƟon 7:00 pm 

ExposiƟon of the Blessed Sacrament  

ExaminaƟon of Conscience 

Personal Prayer 

MeditaƟon by a priest of Opus Dei 

A Brief PracƟcal Talk about an Aspect of Spiritual 
Life 

BenedicƟon 



 Ministerio Hispano 

Coordinador: Reverendo William Tunarosa 

Atención al Público: Martes a Jueves de 9:00am a 
4:00pm 

Llamar a la Oficina Parroquial para hacer su cita: 
(815-356-0860) 
Oficina del Ministerio Hispano, Atención al Público: 

Irene Garcia: Lunes a Viernes 9:00am a 5:00pm 

Nuevo Horario de Misas 
Martes 6:00 am Miércoles 6:00 am 
Jueves 7:30 pm Viernes 7:30 pm 
Sábado 5:00 pm y 7:00 pm 
Domingo 9:30 am y 11:30 am 
 
La Capilla de Adoración al Sanơsimo 
Está abierta de Lunes a Viernes de 6:30am a 
9pm, En la Iglesia de la Oak y 176. 
“Ven y Adora, Él espera por Ɵ” 
 
Nuevo horario para confesiones: 
Viernes de 6:00-7:00pm 
Sábados después de misa de 7pm 
O hacer una cita en la oficina parroquial. 

Dirección: 272 King St. Crystal Lake,  IL. 60014 
Teléfono: 815-455-5400 

Línea Directa: 815-356-0860  Fax: 815-455-2733 

Pierson St. $3,656.62 

Pierson Online $170.00 

Colecta Semanal - 9/10 

Perdonemos a los demás como Dios nos perdona. 
Son palabras muy fáciles pero muy profundas para 
llevar a cabo. El Evangelio nos habla de la necesidad 
del perdón. Pedro va al grano y pregunta a Jesús por 
una solución rápida y hasta es matemáƟco, habla de 
números. ¿Cómo dar solución a los celos, envidia, 
infidelidad, y tensiones por mencionar algo? ¿En 
síntesis, cuantas veces debo perdonar al que me 
ofende? La respuesta de Jesús a Pedro y a nosotros 
ahora es la misma: “No te digo siete, sino setenta 
veces siete” (Mateo 18:22). Perdonar siempre. La 
Oración Colecta ayuda a que reflexionemos en la 
misericordia de Dios y nos ayude a perdonar: “Señor 
Dios, creador soberano de todas las cosas, vuelve a 
nosotros tus ojos y concede que te sirvamos de todo 
corazón, para que experimentemos los efectos de tu 
misericordia”. 

¿No debías tú también tener compasión como yo 
tuve de Ɵ? Compasión y misericordia son las 
palabras claves del mensaje de Jesús. No Ɵene senƟ-
do llevar cuentas del perdón, Ɵene más senƟdo ver 
la bondad de Dios hacia nosotros y que siempre nos 
perdona. “Perdono, pero no olvido”. Demuestra que 

no se es capaz de perdonar desde el fondo del cora-
zón. ¿Has experimentado el perdón de Dios? ¿Cómo 
ves a la familia, comunidad y sociedad en general en 
cuesƟón de perdonar? ¿Puedes ser tú instrumento 
de Dios para llevar el perdón donde se necesite? No 
olvides que: “El Señor es compasivo y misericordio-
so” (Salmo 102). 



SPRED Ministry Needs Volunteers 

Please consider helping our young 
adults with developmental disabiliƟes in 
their small faith communiƟes. 

We need 3 helpers in our Monday even-
ing group and 3 helpers in our Saturday 
morning group. No experience is neces-
sary. Training is provided. 

The new session will begin this September and con-
Ɵnue through May 2024 – (no sessions held over 
the winter). Total Ɵme commitment is 24 meeƟngs. 

To sign up or get more info, please contact SPRED 
Parish Chairperson, Beth Montanaro at 815-715-
6035 or bethmontanaro@yahoo.com 

The Bible is at the heart of our Faith and our 
relaƟonship with God. Scripture informs our beliefs 
and inspires our devoƟons. It is the place where our 
Father meets with us and lovingly speaks to us. 
Reading the Bible should bring us closer to Christ, 
but understanding it is oŌen difficult. 

The Bible Timeline takes you on a twenty-four-part 
guided journey through salvaƟon history. Presenter 
Jeff Cavins shows you how fourteen of the Bible’s 
narraƟve books tell the biblical story from beginning 
to end and gives you the keys to understanding the 
amazing story woven throughout Scripture. 

Dates:  Weekly beginning September 20 - December 
13 and again from January 17 - April 17 
(Wednesdays).  Some dates will be off, based on 
other parish events and various holidays.  

Time: 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM and again from 7 - 9 PM 

LocaƟon:  Saint Thomas Oak Street / Lower Level 

The cost for this series is $40. 

Materials:  Will be handed out at the first session 
and will include a year's access to the online content 
and videos.   

hƩps://
sainƩhomascatholicchurch.org/
adult-ministry 

R.C.I.A. – Not Too Late to Join Us 

If you wish to explore becoming fully iniƟated into 
the Catholic faith, join us this week, September 17, 
at 10:00 am in the lower level of the Oak St. Church. 
Flyers can be found on the table in the Oak St. 
Church narthex.  



The challenge in today’s Gospel, is to forget how others 
have behaved toward us and to 
look to God’s way of loving and 
forgiving. Our focus must be on 
God. 

Is there a neighbor or friend of 
yours who is in temporary 
need because of a loss of a job 
or an illness? Please leave a 
message for the Society of St. Vincent de Paul...we 
want to help! 

Time and Talent Sign up This Weekend  
at Mass and Online  

It is the Ɵme of the year that we are asking you to volun-
teer your Ɵme and sign up for a ministry. We are sƟll in 
need of ushers, altar servers, extraordinary ministers of 
Holy Communion to assist at Sunday Mass and home-
bound, sacristans, and musicians. All the ministries and 
organizaƟons need volunteers. Please prayerfully consid-
er volunteering.   

The descripƟons of the ministries are in the Ministry 
Handbook. Copies of the Handbook and Time and Talent 
Sign up Form are located on the table in the Narthex and 
on our parish website - sainƩhomascatholicchurch.org.  

To sign up online go to the parish website.  

Click on the Ministries drop down menu. 
Scroll down and click on Ministry Handbook/Time & Tal-
ent Form. 
You will be directed to another page. 
Select either the handbook or the Time and Talent form. 
The Handbook will give you the Ministry descripƟons. Use 
the Time & Talent online form to sign up for any minis-
tries you are interested in. 

Please take a few minutes to read the Ministry Handbook 
and the descripƟons of the Ministries. 

To sign up for ministries – please complete the online 
form and submit. You will be contacted by the parish staff 
or a member of the ministry. Thank you for willingness to 
be of service to our Parish. We are so grateful. God’s 
blessings to you and your family. 

You Are Invited to 

Crystal Lake Food Pantry 
40th Anniversary CelebraƟon 

September 30th  
6pm - 9pm 

Join us for Heavy AppeƟzers, Music, Raffles & Fun 

The Dole 
401 Country Club Dr. 

Crystal Lake, IL 






