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If you were to come up with one word that forms a conƟnuance and common 
ground between last week and this Sunday, it would be the word: compensaƟon.  
The lack of forgiveness illustrated last week asks for reparaƟon (a form of jusƟce) 
and separates itself from mercy. In today’s Gospel, laborers grumble about having 
to receive wages, which they assess as not in accord with their work and seek reim-
bursement (yet another version of jusƟce). So, the parable illustraƟng God’s gener-
osity might be seen as another version of mercy, which endlessly forgives without 
cost. In both stories, the image of God calls us to think very deeply about divine ex-
cess or that we cannot really fathom the depth of the Lord’s forgiveness and gener-
osity.  

Today’s parable is one that oŌen confounds people, because it messes with our sense of jusƟce. The story of 
the vineyard workers and the wages paid for their work is disturbing in some ways. Most of us in that situa-
Ɵon can idenƟfy with the workers who started at dawn and feel they deserve more than the workers who 
began an hour before the day’s end.   

But God’s ways are not ours, nor His thoughts our thoughts. While we are made in the image and likeness of 
God, we are not God. For that we can all be grateful! We can all be grateful that there is One who knows 
more, sees more, and understands more than our humanness allows. In the perfecƟon of God’s plan, we all 
share equally. But one look around at our world today shows us that there are wide dispariƟes between 
those who have and those who do not. 

Would any one of us be as generous as the vineyard owner in compensaƟng those who did not work for us?  
It’s hard to imagine that we would. And yet this aƫtude is at the heart of equity for the poor and disenfran-
chised.   

Our is a God of mercy and forgiveness, generous in every way and abundant in giŌs showered on us. As we 
enter into this celebraƟon of the eucharisƟc meal, let us do so with grateful hearts for all God has done in our 
lives. 

It is my sincere hope that you will be present for Fr. Linkenheld’s presentaƟon on the Eucharist this Tuesday, 
September 26, at 7:00 pm, at our Oak Street Church. This will be the first of many monthly offerings that will 
be held at St. Thomas the Apostle over the next ten months. Come and be part of the NaƟonal EucharisƟc 
Revival! 

     Peace, love and joy, 

     Fr. Bob Jones 

 From the Pastor’s Desk... 



Please visit or call the Parish Center to schedule a 
Mass IntenƟon. 

Mass IntenƟons for the Week 
 
Monday, September 25th 
6:30 am † Kenneth Huff 
12:10 pm † Iluminada Pascual Felina Ponsaran 
 
Tuesday, September 26th 
6:30 am † Robert OƟs 
12:10 pm † Monnie Fues 
 
Wednesday, September 27th 
6:30 am † Raymond Pozdol 
12:10 pm † MaƩhew Dombrow 
 
Thursday, September 28th 
6:30 am † John DeFiore 
12:10 pm † Sol Daya 

† Wenceslao Adupe 
 
Friday, September 29th 
6:30 am Jennifer Riley (Special IntenƟon) 
12:10 pm † Judy Fues 
 
Saturday, September 30th 
7:30 am † Ervin LeCoque 
4:30 pm The People of St Thomas Parish,  
  Living & Deceased 
 
Sunday, October 1st 
7:30 am Susan Moran (Special IntenƟon) 
9:00 am † Lorraine Hartley 
10:30 am † Dennis Gray 
12:00 pm † John & BeƩy Sexton 
5:30 pm † Ronald Lesniak 

Parish Calendar 
 
Sunday, September 24, 2023  
8:30 am  Coffee & Donuts (Community Rm.)   
10:00 am RCIA CLASS (Lower Oak)  
1:30 pm 7th Grade RE Kickoff (Community Room)  
7:00 pm YM ConfirmaƟon Kickoff (Community Room)  
 
Monday, September 25, 2023* 
10:30 am  MMP Rosary Group  
5:00 pm Confessions (Oak St. Church)  
7:00 pm SPRED Catechists Mtg.  (Parish Center) 
7:00 pm Book Club (Lower Oak)  
 
Tuesday, September 26, 2023*  
6:00 pm R.E. Home Study pick up books   
 (Parish Center)  
7:00 pm  What Are You Looking For?  (Oak St. Church) 
7:30 pm Knights of Columbus Planning (Lower Oak)  
 
Wednesday, September 27, 2023* 
9:30 am Bible Timeline (Lower Oak) 
4:30 pm  Religious Ed Classes (Pierson St. Church)   
6:00 pm R.E. Family Faith (King St. School)  
7:00 pm Bible Timeline (Lower Oak)  
7:00 pm  High School YM (Community Center)  
 
Thursday, September 28, 2023*    
6:30 pm Adult Choir PracƟce (Oak St. Church)  
7:00 pm Junior High YM (Community Center)  
7:00 pm St. Vincent DePaul (Lower Oak)  
 
Friday, September 29, 2023*  
 
Saturday, September 30, 2023  
6:00 am That Man Is You (Community Room)  
7:30 am  Mass (Oak St. Church) 
8:00 am Confessions (Oak St. Church)  
8:15 am Men’s Group (Lower Oak)  
9:00 am SPRED Sat. Group (Parish Center)  
3:00 pm Confessions (Oak St. Church) 
 
Sunday, October 1 2023  
8:30 am  Coffee & Donuts (Community Rm.)   
8:30 am  Blood Pressure Screening   
10:00 am RCIA CLASS (Lower Oak)  
2:30 pm Life Chain (Route 14 – Crystal Lake)  
 
*6:30 am and 12:10 pm daily Mass at Oak Street 
 



AdoraƟon Candle 
IntenƟons 

Sept. 17 - Sept. 30 

Grosse Family 

Zubinski Family 

†Peter SaleƩa 

†Frank Scanlan 

Please pray for the Deceased 
 

Antonio Banuelos (Father of Francisco Banuelos) 
Michael Hoy 

September 24 & October 1 
Coffee & Donuts in 

the Community Room aŌer 
morning Masses!  

 Lector EM Altar Server 

4:30 pm Lou Bianchi Gloria Marmol, ChrisƟne Kosiba  

7:30 am John Streit 
Eleanore Wojewoda, Liz SerneƩ, 

Lori Gajdzik 
 

9:00 am Monica CaldicoƩ 
Rick Wojcik, Brad Frey, 

John Tinkham, Vicki Kosin 
Lucy Wolff, Flynn Wolff, 

Maureen Kelly 

WEEKEND MASS MINISTERS - 9/30 & 10/1 

10:30 am Lily Langos 
ScoƩ Smith, Jean Marie Brickey, 
Cheralyn Telmanik, Frank Ciangi 

Cameron Smith, Carson Telmanik, 
Spencer Telmanik 

12:00 pm Laura Buthod Judy Wiedenfeld  

5:30 pm Joanna Majewska AnneƩe O’Connell  

Celebrant Weekday Masses 

9/25 
6:30 am Fr. Linkenheld 

12:10 pm Fr. Jones 

9/26 
6:30 am Fr. Jones 

12:10 pm Fr. Fitzpatrick 

9/27 
6:30 am Fr. Linkenheld 

12:10 pm  Fr. Jones 

9/28 
6:30 am Fr. Linkenheld 

12:10 pm Fr. Tunarosa 

9/29 
6:30 am Fr. Fitzpatrick 

12:10 pm Fr. Jones 

9/30 7:30 am Fr. Fitzpatrick 

Celebrant Weekend Masses 

9/30 4:30 pm Fr. Linkenheld 

10/1 

7:30 am Fr. Jones 

9:00 am Fr. Jones 

10:30 am Fr. Fitzpatrick 

12:00 pm Fr. Fitzpatrick 

5:30 pm Fr. Linkenheld 

Blessing of the Animals  
Saturday, September 30, 2023 

1:00 pm Oak St. Church Grounds 
 Every year, near the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi 
(October 4), we gather to bless all our pets and ani-
mals.  You are invited to bring your animals of every 
type to the grassy secƟon of our lot at the Oak St. 
Church for our Annual Animal Blessing.  All people 
and animals are welcome! 



Readings for the week of September 24, 2023 

Sunday: Is 55:6-9/Ps 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18 (18a)/Phil 
1:20c-24, 27a/Mt 20:1-16a 

Monday: Ezr 1:1-6/Ps 126:1b-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6/Lk 
8:16-18 

Tuesday: Ezr 6:7-8, 12b, 14-20/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd
-5/Lk 8:19-21 

Wednesday: Ezr 9:5-9/Tb 13:2, 3-4a, 4befghn, 7-8/Lk 
9:1-6 

Thursday: Hg 1:1-8/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b/Lk 
9:7-9 

Friday: Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rv 12:7-12a/Ps 138:1-2ab, 
2cde-3, 4-5/Jn 1:47-51 

Saturday: Zec 2:5-9, 14-15a/Jer 31:10, 11-12ab, 13/Lk 
9:43b-45 

Next Sunday: Ez 18:25-28/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9, (6a)/
Phil 2:1-11 or 2:1-5/Mt 21:28-32 

If you would like the St. Jude Guild 
to pray for the  special intenƟon of 
a loved one who is living, please  
contact Norine Pontarelli -  
815-356-1157  

Weekly  CollecƟon—September 17 

Sunday Envelopes $23,028.01 

Online Giving $12,751.50 

Sunday Offering $2,334.87 

Total CollecƟon $38,114.38 

Weekly Tithe Good Samaritan 

Life Chain - October 1— 2:30 to 3:30  

The life chain will be on both sides of Route 14 & Teck-
ler Blvd. (near Hobby Lobby) in Crystal Lake.  We'll have 
signs for you to use. There are several new kinds 
of  signs.  You may also bring your own. The spirit of 
the Life Chain is to be a witness for life and to quietly 
stand and pray/sing for those who need assis-
tance.  Other towns are also hosƟng Life Chains. Tell 
your friends to check for a Life Chain where they live.  

Youth Ministry 

Sun., Sept. 24:  7th Grade RE Kickoff / 1:30-3 PM / 
with guest presenter Jenny Krumdrick / Parent(s) to 
addend with their student / Oak Street Church Com-
munity Room  

Sun., Sept. 24:  Confirmation Kickoff / Year 
1&2Confirmandi with their parents / 7:00—8:30 
PM / with guest presenter Deacon Bill Johnson / Oak 
Street Church 

Wed., Sept. 27: High School Youth Ministry / 7-8:30 
pm / Grades 9 –12 / Community Room  

Thur., Sept. 28: Jr. High Youth Ministry / 7-8:30 pm / 
Grades 6 – 8 / Lower Oak  



What Are You Looking For? 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

It has been so great seƩling in and meeƟng so many 
of you the past couple months; thank you so much, 
sincerely, for welcoming me into the parish as readily 
as you have. As has been announced at Mass, I wish 
to invite each of you to the opening event of our 
parish’s year-long EucharisƟc Revival. I will be giving 
a talk at the Oak St. church on Tuesday, September 
26, starƟng at 7:00 PM. Here’s a liƩle something 
about the event and what to expect for WHEN you 
come! 

Primarily, this is a kick-off event. We have a lot of 
amazing opportuniƟes planned for the year that will 
be offered monthly to revive our parish community 
by re-centering us on the Presence of Christ-among-
us in the Holy Eucharist. This event is an introducƟon 
to a year-long journey of faith we think the Lord is 
calling all of us to make and that we hope to make 
with all of you. 

At 7:00 PM, I will be giving a 30-40 minute talk in the 
church about the EucharisƟc Revival, Ɵtled “What are 
you looking for?”, preparing us for this journey the 
Lord is calling our parish to make together this year. 
AŌer that, all are invited to the Community Room for 
fellowship and an opportunity for further table dis-
cussion (with some prompƟng quesƟons, if the table 
needs it). Around 8:00 PM, I will be available for 
some Q&A Ɵme, to answer any quesƟons that come 
up throughout the evening from the talk or table dis-
cussion. We’ll close the night with a prayer and bless-
ing. 

I understand it is a “school night” but I want to en-
courage and invite families to come, because the 
Lord desires to renew, reach, and give life to our 
whole parish community, not just the adults. On that 
note, I also encourage each of you to be a missionary 
and invite someone who hasn’t been to Mass in a 
while, or might be a liƩle out-of-pracƟce in how they 
live the faith, to come to this event; the Lord isn’t 
done with any of us yet. 

I truly believe that the events planned monthly for 
this year, beginning with this talk and fellowship-
discussion, can be opportuniƟes for Jesus to enter 
into our lives in a new and powerful way. “The Lord 
delights in His people” (Ps 149:4), in you and me, and 
desires us to live full lives, to have a lived experience 
abundant with meaning. It’s possible for us by living 
a dialogue with Him, the Answer to our hearts, tangi-
bly present among us in the Eucharist; that dialogue 
is what He is re-proposing to us and inviƟng us back 
into this year, starƟng the evening of Tuesday, Sep-
tember 26. I hope to see you there! 

Know of my daily prayers for you; please pray for 
me. 

Yours in Christ, 



 Ministerio Hispano 

Coordinador: Reverendo William Tunarosa 

Atención al Público: Martes a Jueves de 9:00am a 
4:00pm 

Llamar a la Oficina Parroquial para hacer su cita: 
(815-356-0860) 
Oficina del Ministerio Hispano, Atención al Público: 

Irene Garcia: Lunes a Viernes 9:00am a 5:00pm 

Nuevo Horario de Misas 
Martes 6:00 am Miércoles 6:00 am 
Jueves 7:30 pm Viernes 7:30 pm 
Sábado 5:00 pm y 7:00 pm 
Domingo 9:30 am y 11:30 am 
 
La Capilla de Adoración al Sanơsimo 
Está abierta de Lunes a Viernes de 6:30am a 
9pm, En la Iglesia de la Oak y 176. 
“Ven y Adora, Él espera por Ɵ” 
 
Nuevo horario para confesiones: 
Viernes de 6:00-7:00pm 
Sábados después de misa de 7pm 
O hacer una cita en la oficina parroquial. 

Dirección: 272 King St. Crystal Lake,  IL. 60014 
Teléfono: 815-455-5400 

Línea Directa: 815-356-0860  Fax: 815-455-2733 

Pierson St. $3,501.84 

Pierson Online $90.00 

Colecta Semanal - 9/17 

El Señor siempre es justo y es todo bondad. Esta es 
una invitación explicita para todos a trabajar en su 
Viña. Todos, sin excusa ni pretexto, a cualquier 
Ɵempo, se debe acudir y buscar obreros para la Vi-
ña. Ese es el Dios bueno y justo que nos presenta 
Jesús. Que paga lo mismo a todos sin discriminación 
ni egoísmos. Su bondad y generosidad no Ɵenen 
medida. El reto es trabajar. Somos llamados en dis-
Ɵntos momentos y circunstancias a servir en sus 
ministerios. Las parroquias buscan siempre servi-
dores voluntarios honestos y bondadosos para 
servir. Hay muchas personas que han servido por 
años. Pero hay otras que están esperando un lugar 
para también trabajar con Jesús. 

“Recordemos quien fue el primer santo canonizado 
en la Iglesia: el Buen ladrón. Robó el cielo en el úlƟ-
mo momento de su vida. Esto es la Gracia, así es Di-
os también con todos nosotros. El que piensa en sus 
propios méritos, fracasa; quien conİa con humildad 
a la misericordia del Padre, pasa de úlƟmo---como el 
Buen Ladrón---a primero (Papa Francisco 
(09/20/2020). “Así sucederá: los úlƟmos serán pri-
meros, y los primeros serán úlƟmos” (Mateo 20:16). 

La pregunta es: ¿Tú qué haces para que el Reino de 
Dios crezca? Dejemos de quejarnos, y manos a la 
obra. Hay tantas personas que ofrecen su Ɵempo 
voluntario para ayudar y consolar siendo bon-
dadosos. Gracias, Señor, por todas estas personas. 
Hay mucho que hacer. “La cosecha es abundante, 
pero los trabajadores pocos” (Mateo 9:37). ¡Vengan 
también ustedes a mi Viña! 



Time and Talent Sign Up  

It is the Ɵme of the year that we are asking you to volun-
teer your Ɵme and sign up for a ministry. We are sƟll in 
need of ushers, altar servers, extraordinary ministers of 
Holy Communion to assist at Sunday Mass and home-
bound, sacristans, and musicians. All the ministries and 
organizaƟons need volunteers. Please prayerfully consid-
er volunteering.   

The descripƟons of the ministries are in the Ministry 
Handbook. Copies of the Handbook and Time and Talent 
Sign up Form are located on the table in the Narthex and 
on our parish website - sainƩhomascatholicchurch.org.  

To sign up online go to the parish website.  
Click on the Ministries drop down menu. 
Scroll down and click on Ministry Handbook/Time & Tal-
ent Form. 
You will be directed to another page. 
Select either the handbook or the Time and Talent form. 
The Handbook will give you the Ministry descripƟons. Use 
the Time & Talent online form to sign up for any minis-
tries you are interested in. 

You will be contacted by the parish staff or a member of 
the ministry. Thank you for willingness to be of service to 
our Parish. We are so grateful. God’s blessings to you and 
your family. 

You Are Invited to 

Crystal Lake Food Pantry 
40th Anniversary CelebraƟon 

September 30th  
6pm - 9pm 

Join us for Heavy AppeƟzers, Music, Raffles & Fun 

Tickets are $25.00 
Contact the Food Pantry at 815-455-0961 to 

purchase Ɵckets. Or order on the Food Pantry  
website under the Events tab. 

The Dole 
401 Country Club Dr. - Crystal Lake, IL 

Prayer for Priests 

Gracious and loving God, we thank you for the giŌ of our 
priests. Through them, we experience 
your presence in the sacraments. 
Help our priests to be strong in their vo-
caƟon. Set their souls on fire with love 
for your people. 
Grant them the wisdom, understanding, and strength 
they need to follow in the footsteps of Jesus. Inspire 
them with the vision of your Kingdom. 
Give them the words they need to spread the Gospel. 
Allow them to experience joy in their ministry. Help 
them to become instruments of your divine grace.  
We ask this through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns as 
our Eternal Priest. 
Amen. 



October is the month of the Rosary 

The rosary is a powerful prayer and the favorite 
prayer of Our Blessed Mother. On October 7th, we 
celebrate Mary under her Ɵtle as “Our Lady of the 
Rosary”.    

In the 16th century, the Papal States, Genoa and 
Spain formed an alliance called “The Holy League” to 
prevent the Turkish OƩoman Empire from advancing 
to the West.  Already successful at conquering the 
ByzanƟne Empire, the OƩomans ruled ChrisƟans 
there under their version of Islamic law.  The Chris-
Ɵan fleet was comprised of over 200 ships and it 
sailed towards Greece to confront their aggressors.  
Under the direcƟon of Pope Pius V, ChrisƟans gath-
ered in their churches to pray the rosary along with 
the soldier sailors of the fleet. Outnumbered by the 
Turks, the ChrisƟan sailors invoked the intercession 
of Mary and she led them to victory in the famous 
BaƩle of Lepanto. 

Please join us in celebraƟng Mary under her Ɵtle of 
Our Lady of the Rosary.  At the Marian October Ta-
ble, you will see Mary as we honor her under 10 
different Ɵtles.  Rosaries and holy cards will be avail-
able for you at this table at the back of the church. 

Our parish will be joining over 20,000 rosary rallies 
around the country for the America Needs FaƟma 
Rosary on Saturday, October 14th from noon-
1:30pm outside (rain or shine) at Oak St. Church. 
Please join us as we pray for Mary’s intercession to 
save America and for the salvaƟon of souls. 






