
Mission Statement 
We are a Catholic family, living our awareness of Christ’s presence through 

worship, service, evangeliza on and community for the benefit of all. 

St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church 
October 22, 2023—29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

451 W. Terra Co a Ave., Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
815-455-5400/www.s homascl.church 



Pastor: Rev. Robert Jones 
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Rev. Charles Fitzpatrick  Mr. Allen Bondi 
Rev. James Linkenheld  Mr. Neal Carpenter 
Rev. William Tunarosa  Mr. Jose Aguilar 
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Sandi DePaul - Ext 405 
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hermannjulieann@gmail.com 
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Religious Educa on: (815) 455-9787 
Chris na Benkert, Secretary 
Mary Foerster, Coordinator 
Kathy Pfeiffer, Assistant 
Linda Aubert, Assistant 
religiouseduca on@s homascl.church 
 

Recep onists:    
Renee Lyons, Kris Noonan, Nancy Leibforth,  
Janis Kolberg - Ext 406 
recep ondesk@s homascl.church 
 

Hispanic Ministry: (815) 356-0860                
Reverend William Tunarosa, Parochial Vicar 
Irene Garcia, Hispanic Ministry Secretary 
igarcia@s homascl.church 
Jose Guimaray– Hispanic Ministry Faith Forma on Dir. 
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Gina Houston, Principal 
ghouston@s homascl.org 
Michelle Boppart, Office Manager 
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PARISH INFORMATION  
Parish Center Hours:  
Monday-Friday  9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
 
Confessions (Reconcilia on - Oak Street Church): 
Mondays: 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm  
Saturdays: 8:00 am - 9:00 am and 3:00 pm - 4:00 pm 
 
Loca ons: 
Oak Street Church - 451 W. Terra Co a Ave.  
Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
Pierson Street Church - 453 Pierson St.  
Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
Parish Office - 272 King St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
St. Thomas School - 265 King St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
Li le Saints Preschool - 454 Lake St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
 
Holy Hearts Adora on Chapel: 
Monday, 6:15 am - Friday, 9:00 pm 
Saturday, 7:15 am - 5:45 pm 
Sunday, 7:15 am -  6:45 pm 
adora onchapel@s homascl.church 
 
Resources: 
Crystal Lake Food Pantry 
42 East St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
(815) 455-0961 
M, W, F - 10:00 am-2:00 pm 
Th - 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm 
Sat. - 9:00 am - Noon 
 
St. Vincent DePaul Society: 
(779) 800-6742 
 
Li le Christopher Resale Shoppe: 
469 Lake St., Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
(815) 459-9442 
Tues., Wed., Sat. - 10:00 am - 1:00 pm,  
Th. 12:30 pm - 3:00 pm 
Dona ons accepted:  During Store Hours 
 
Marian Central High School: (815)-338-4220 
www.marian.com 

Connect with us: 

www.s homasflocknote.com 

www.facebook.com/sain homascl 

www.s homascl.church 

www.s homascl.org 

www.instagram.com/st.thomascl 



The aggressive prosecu ng a orney in a homicide case was grilling the defendant 
mercilessly.  Suddenly devia ng from his line of ques oning, he turned toward the 
witness and snapped, “Do you remember where you hid the murder weapon?” The 
hapless defendant blurted out, “No.” He then stammered, “I mean, I didn’t even 
hide the murder weapon,” and finally found the wherewithal to say, “I mean, I nev-
er had the murder weapon.” The prosecutor knew by the jurors’ glances at each 
other that he had sown doubts in their minds about the defendant’s innocence. His 
ques on had thoroughly discredited the poor fellow on the witness stand. 

The lawyer’s tac c is a perfect example of what we call a “loaded ques on” or 
“begging the ques on,” asking something that contains a false assump on or subtly imputes guilt; its sole 
purpose is to trap the person who is being interrogated.  For example, if someone asks, “Have you finally 
stopped chea ng on your taxes?’, you would be in trouble whether you answered “yes” or “no”.   

In today’s Gospel, Jesus is hit with a loaded ques on designed to trap him. There appears, at least ini ally, to 
be no good answer.  Jesus avoids the trap by posing ques ons of his own that turn the tables on his hos le 
interrogators. They are silenced by the subtle, devasta ng theological challenge in Jesus’ response. 

Jesus does not directly engage the poli cal ques on about refusing to pay the tax as a way of protes ng Ro-
man occupa on. Jesus recognizes that falling into this trap could lead to his arrest on charges of insurrec on 
or sedi on. By allowing Caesar “his due”, Jesus opposes both Zealots and Pharisees by acknowledging – even 
accep ng – the prac cal reality of the Roman tax. 

Jesus does not, however, wholeheartedly endorse the posi on held by the Herodians who ques on him. The 
dynasty of the Herods (there were three first-century rulers by that name) survived, even flourished, by ap-
peasing and currying favor with Rome. The Herodians acceptance of the coins with Caesar’s image rankled 
the Zealots and the Pharisees. When Jesus recognizes that the Herodians are “trying to have it both ways,” 
he exposes their hypocrisy. Jesus is not offering, in his reference to the two “renderings”, a kind of 50/50 
proposi on between God and Caesar. Jesus doesn’t specify exactly “what belongs to Caesar”. He will let oth-
ers figure that out. Civil society, with its poli cal machinery, may make legi mate demands on us and provide 
necessary services made possible by our tax dollars. As for the ques on of what belongs to God (from whom, 
we believe, every good gi  flows), one suspects that Jesus’ answer would be simple and unequivocal: every-
thing. Shouldn’t that determine what we render back? 

In our weekly celebra on of the Eucharist, we are meant to offer our great prayer of thanksgiving. All that we 
have and all that we offer are to be gratefully rendered back to God, who is our source and our sustenance. 
We thank and praise God to whom we owe everything. 

 

      Peace, love and joy, Fr. Bob Jones 

 From the Pastor’s Desk... 



Please visit or call the Parish Center to schedule a 
Mass Inten on. 

Mass Inten ons for the Week 
 
Monday, October 23rd 
6:30 am † Wallace Murray 
12:10 pm † David Fues 
 
Tuesday, October 24th 
6:30 am † Anna Marie Oliger 
12:10 pm Mary Balderas (Special Inten on) 
 
Wednesday, October 25th 
6:30 am † Dick Laabs 
12:10 pm Those on St. Jude's Prayer List  
 (Special Inten on) 
 
Thursday, October 26th 
6:30 am † Nicholas Dodaro 
12:10 pm Andrew Gullo (Special Inten on) 
 
Friday, October 27th 
6:30 am † Robert Bauer 
12:10 pm St. Jude Guild Members,  
 (Living & Deceased) 
 
Saturday, October 28th 
7:30 am Jamie McErlain (Special Inten on) 
4:30 pm † Rose Vala 
 
Sunday, October 29th 
7:30 am Bill Berry (Special Inten on) 
9:00 am † Deceased Members of the Knights  
 of Columbus Council 3880 
10:30 am † William Samuel Fleck 
12:00 pm The People of St Thomas Parish,  
 Living & Deceased 
5:30 pm † Beto Vargas 

Parish Calendar 
 
Sunday, October 22, 2023  
8:30 am Coffee and Donuts (Comm. Rm.) 
10:00 am RCIA CLASS (Lower Oak)  
 
Monday, October 23, 2023* 
10:30 am  MMP Rosary Group  
5:00 pm Confessions (Oak St. Church)  
6:30 pm SPRED Group (Parish Center) 
7:00 pm Book Club (Lower Oak) 
 
Tuesday, October 24, 2023*  
3 pm to 6 pm Flu Shots (Community Room) 
7:00 pm Mental Health Team Mtg. (Lower Oak)  
 
Wednesday, October 25,2023* 
9:30 am Bible Timeline (Lower Oak) 
4:30 pm  Religious Ed Classes (Pierson St. Church)   
6:00 pm R.E. Family Faith (King St. School)  
7:00 pm Bible Timeline (Lower Oak)  
7:00 pm  High School YM (Community Room)  
 
Thursday, October 26, 2023*    
6:30 pm Adult Choir Prac ce (Oak St. Church)  
7:00 pm Junior High YM (Community Room)  
 
Friday, October 27, 2023*  
10:00 am Prayer Shawl Ministry (Lower Oak) 
 
Saturday, October 28, 2023  
6:00 am That Man Is You (Community Room)  
7:30 am  Mass (Oak St. Church) 
8:00 am Confessions (Oak St. Church)  
8:15 am Men’s Group (Lower Oak)  
3:00 pm Confessions (Oak St. Church) 
5:30 pm Recita on of Rosary (Oak St. Church)  
 
Sunday, October 29, 2023  
8:30 am Coffee and Donuts (Comm. Rm.) 
10:00 am RCIA CLASS (Lower Oak)  
 
*6:30 am and 12:10 pm daily Mass at Oak Street 
 



Adora on Candle 
Inten ons 

October 15 - October 28 

Wolf Family 

Ponsaran Diocena Family 

† Jesse Sechrest  

† Edmond Shields 

Please pray for the Deceased 
 

Eduardo Huerta  
(Uncle of Gilda Couzins) 

October  29 
Coffee & Donuts in 

the Community Room a er 
morning Masses!  

 Lector EM Altar Server 

4:30 pm Clare Ossman Gloria Marmol, Rick Wojcik  

7:30 am John Streit 
William Bransley, Gina Houston, 

Pam Wyman, Nancy Tomaso 
Michael Davis 

9:00 am Jim Kruger 
Liz Tevyaw, Judy Gallagher, 

Karen Kruger, Brad Frey 
Flynn Wolff, Lucy Wolff, 

Maureen Kelly 

WEEKEND MASS MINISTERS - 10/28 & 10/29 

10:30 am Lily Langos 
Ma  Turk, Valerie Cuchna, 

Frank Ciangi, Jean Marie Brickey 
Julia Dovidio, Lauren Dovidio, 

Addison Justen 

12:00 pm Monica Caldico  Deb Sosnowski  

5:30 pm Kathleen Jacobs Anne e O’Connell  

Celebrant Weekday Masses 

10/23 
6:30 am Fr. Linkenheld 

12:10 pm Fr. Jones 

10/24 
6:30 am Fr. Jones 

12:10 pm Fr. Vogel 

10/25 
6:30 am Fr. Jones 

12:10 pm  Fr. Vogel 

10/26 
6:30 am Fr. Jones 

12:10 pm Fr. Tunarosa 

10/27 
6:30 am Fr. Jones 

12:10 pm Fr. Jones 

10/28 7:30 am Fr. Jones 

Celebrant Weekend Masses 

10/28 4:30 pm Fr. Fitzpatrick 

10/29 

7:30 am Fr. Fitzpatrick 

9:00 am Fr. Linkenheld 

10:30 am Fr. Jones 

12:00 pm Fr. Jones 

5:30 pm Fr. Linkenheld 



Readings for the week of October 22, 2023 

Sunday: Is 45:1, 4-6/Ps 96:1, 3, 4-5, 7-8, 9-10 (7b)/1 
Thes 1:1-5b/Mt 22:15-21 

Monday: Rom 4:20-25/Lk 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75/Lk 
12:13-21 

Tuesday: Rom 5:12, 15b, 17-19, 20b-21/Ps 40:7-8a, 
8b-9, 10, 17/Lk 12:35-38 

Wednesday: Rom 6:12-18/Ps 124:1b-3, 4-6, 7-8/Lk 
12:39-48 

Thursday: Rom 6:19-23/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/Lk 12:49-
53 

Friday: Rom 7:18-25a/Ps 119:66, 68, 76, 77, 93, 94/Lk 
12:54-59 

Saturday: Eph 2:19-22/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5/Lk 6:12-16 

Next Sunday: Ex 22:20-26/Ps 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51 (2)/1 
Thes 1:5c-10/Mt 22:34-40 

Weekly  Collec on - October 15 

Sunday Envelopes $14,818.00 

Online Giving $13,701.00 

Sunday Offering $2,576.43 

Total Collec on $31,095.43 

Weekly Tithe Crystal Lake Food Pantry 

On the Saturdays in October, following the 4:30 pm 
Mass, we will be reci ng the Rosary immediately 
a er the recessional song. We ask that when leaving 
the church, you would please 
leave in silence while the Rosary 
is being recited. The Marian 
Group will be saying the Rosary 
on October 21 and 28. The 
Knights of Columbus will be say-
ing the Rosary on October 14. All are invited to stay 
and join us to pray for life and peace in our world. 

Adult Community Flu Shots Clinic 
(18 and older) 

Tuesday, October 24 
St. Thomas Oak Street Church 

3:00 pm - 6:00 pm 

No Cost. No appointment necessary. Please wear 
clothing that allows for easy access to upper arm/

shoulder area. 

St. Thomas Mental Health Ministry   

Thank you to all who a ended Mary Fuller’s presen-
ta on on “The Art of Accompaniment” on October 
10 regarding mental health challenges. We would 
like to con nue the conversa on and how we at St. 
Thomas the Apostle Parish are called to respond to 
this ministry.  

We invite you to a end our next mee ng to be held 
this Tuesday, October 24, at 7:00 pm, in the lower 
level of the Oak St. Church. Please bring your ideas 
and fellow parishioners to this open mee ng. We 
hope to have as many people a end as possible as 
we begin planning and forming this cri cally im-
portant ministry at St. Thomas the Apostle Parish. 



Join us for an awesome retreat given by St. Thomas 
Parishioners to help you grow in your personal rela-

onship with Christ. Meals & snacks will be provided 
and you will sleep in your own bed each night! We 
will have our own Sunday Mass so your Sunday obli-
ga on will be met. You are welcome to invite a 
spouse, adult children or friends to a end with you - 
just forward the registra on link to them! The re-
treat will be in the lower level of the Pierson St. 
Church (453 Pierson St., Crystal Lake, IL 60014).  

During the month of October, Saint Thomas  
Pro-Life Ministry will be par ci-
pa ng in the Baby Bo le Boomer-
ang fundraiser for the First Way 
and Focus Life Centers. Baby 
bo les will be available in the nar-
thex for pick up a er the weekend 
Masses  
October 21 and 22. Please return 
the baby bo les with your dona-

ons by Sunday, November 5th. 
 

Dona ons may also be submi ed 
by using the QR code. Thank you 
for helping to support the sanc ty 
of life! 



 Ministerio Hispano 

Coordinador: Reverendo William Tunarosa 

Atención al Público: Martes a Jueves de 9:00am a 
4:00pm 

Llamar a la Oficina Parroquial para hacer su cita: 
(815-356-0860) 
Oficina del Ministerio Hispano, Atención al Público: 

Irene Garcia: Lunes a Viernes 9:00am a 5:00pm 

Nuevo Horario de Misas 
Martes 6:00 am Miércoles 6:00 am 
Jueves 7:30 pm Viernes 7:30 pm 
Sábado 5:00 pm y 7:00 pm 
Domingo 9:30 am y 11:30 am 
 
La Capilla de Adoración al San simo 
Está abierta de Lunes a Viernes de 6:30am a 
9pm, En la Iglesia de la Oak y 176. 
“Ven y Adora, Él espera por ” 
 
Nuevo horario para confesiones: 
Viernes de 6:00-7:00pm 
Sábados después de misa de 7pm 
O hacer una cita en la oficina parroquial. 

Dirección: 272 King St. Crystal Lake,  IL. 60014 
Teléfono: 815-455-5400 

Línea Directa: 815-356-0860  Fax: 815-455-2733 

Pierson St. $4,055.16 

Pierson Online $255.00 

Colecta Semanal - 10/15 

¿Cómo le pagaremos al Señor todo lo que ha hecho 
por nosotros? Trabajo, hogar, comida, familia, edu-
cación, salud y muchas cosas más, que si las 
nombráramos no terminaríamos. Cada uno debe 
agradecer a Dios las maravillas de su amor, y de su 
cuidado especial. En la Liturgia de hoy, ante la tram-
pa que le ponen a Jesús en este Evangelio, nos da 
una gran lección. El impuesto debido al César: 
“Devuelvan, pues, al César las cosas del César, y a 
Dios lo que corresponde a Dios” (Mateo 22,21). 
Darle lugar a cada quien sin engañarnos con 
imágenes falsas. Por lo tanto, si Dios nos ha dado 
todo, lo menos que podemos ser es ser agradecidos. 

“Y con esta respuesta, Jesús se sitúa por encima de 
la polémica. Jesús siempre más allá. Por una parte, 
reconoce que se debe pagar el tributo al César --- 
también nosotros: hay que pagar los impuestos---, 
porque la imagen sobre la moneda es la suya; pero, 
sobre todo, recuerda que cada persona lleva en sí 
otra imagen --- la llevamos en el corazón, en el alma
---, la de Dios, y por tanto es a Él, y solo a Él, a quien 
cada uno debe la propia existencia, la propia 
vida” (Papa Francisco 10/18/2020). Ante este men-
saje, solo queda pedirle a Jesús, que nos ilumine con 

su verdad para dis nguir lo que es civil y lo que es 
religioso, a no mezclar los campos, a no caer en 
trampas que nos alejen de la verdad que libera y 
hace jus cia. 



Thank you to all commi ee members and their families, 
our Sponsors and the Knights of Columbus for all of 
their work on a successful Oktoberfest. The funds from 
the event will be used 
for tui on assistance 
at our wonderful 
school. Thank you 
also to alumni, former 
parents, current par-
ents, teachers, parish 
staff and parishioners 
for your support! Our 
winner of the raffle generously donated the en re 
$5000 back to the school and the 2nd place winner do-
nated 50% back. We are truly blessed to have such a 
wonderful community suppor ng us.  

Have you thought of joining the choir, but can’t com-
mit to weekly rehearsals? Give us a try with our very 
first CHRISTMAS CHOIR! This is a wonderful me for 
those who cannot commit to weekly rehearsals, to 
sing with the 9am choir on a temporary basis. We 
will begin rehearsing Christmas Music on 11/9 – 
however, you only need to commit to coming to a 
minimum of 3 rehearsals from then un l Christmas! 

Any adult or High School Student is welcome to join 
us. We will be singing at Midnight Mass & at the 9am 
Mass on Christmas Day (you are not required to sing 
at both). You will also have the op on of singing Sun-
days with us and/or joining us as we Christmas Carol 
in the community. 

We rehearse Thursday evenings from 6:45 to 8:00 in 
the Church. If you are interested in joining or have 
ques ons, please contact our Music Director, Julie 
Hermann at hermannjulieann@gmail.com or 815-
690-9096. We will want to have a folder prepared 
for you. 

Feast of All Saints - Holy Day of Obligation 
Wednesday, November 1, 2023 

Masses at the Oak Street Church will be  

Tuesday, October 31 at 7:00 pm (Vigil Mass)  
Wednesday, November 1 at 
6:30 am, 8:30 am,12:10 pm,  

4:30 pm, and 6:00 pm. 

Let us join together as a Parish Family on this Holy Day 
which begins the month of prayer for all of our loved 
ones who have departed, and which honors all the 
Saints in Heaven.   

Mass of Remembrance – All Souls’ Day 

All are invited to join us for a Mass of Remembrance 
and Candle Ligh ng to be celebrated on All Souls’ Day, 
Thursday, November 2, 2023 at 6:30pm. At this Mass 
we will remember and celebrate the lives of our de-
ceased loved ones. We invite you to join us for this spe-
cial Mass and to bring a photo or memento of someone 
you have lost, which will be placed in front of the Altar 
before Mass. Please bring photos size 5x7 or smaller 
and arrive between 6:30pm – 6:55pm to place your 
photo and light a candle during the prelude music.  The 
Mass of Remembrance will begin at 7:00pm. 



 Youth Ministry 

Wed., Oct. 25  High School Youth Ministry / 7-8:30 pm / Grades 9 –12 / Community Room /  
 Pumkin Carving (Please bring one for the evening!)  

Thur., Oct. 26  Jr. High Youth Ministry / 7-8:30 pm / Grades 6 – 8 / Community Room / Pumkin Carving 
 (Please bring one for the evening!) 

Wed., Nov. 1  No H.S. Meeting Due to Holy Day 

Thurs., Nov. 2 No Jr. High Meeting 

Sun., Nov. 5.  7th Grade RE / 1:30 – 3PM / Oak Street Church / Community Room 

Sun., Nov 5  Confirmation 1&2 Session / 7 – 8:30 PM / Community Room 

Marian Central Catholic High School Theater of 
Woodstock announces the showing 
of Lewis Carrol's "Alice in Wonder-
land" - November 10th, 11th and 
12th. The beloved tale will be at 7 
PM Friday and Saturday and 2 PM on 
Sunday. Tickets are $10 sold at the 
door, students $5. We hope to see you there! 






