
St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church 
October 29, 2023—30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

451 W. Terra Co a Ave., Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
815-455-5400/www.s homascl.church 

Mission Statement 
We are a Catholic family, living our awareness of Christ’s presence through 

worship, service, evangeliza on and community for the benefit of all. 



Pastor: Rev. Robert Jones 
 

Parochial Vicars:  Permanent Deacons: 
Rev. Charles Fitzpatrick  Mr. Allen Bondi 
Rev. James Linkenheld  Mr. Neal Carpenter 
Rev. William Tunarosa  Mr. Jose Aguilar 
 

Business Manager: 
Sandi DePaul - Ext 405 
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Administra ve Services: (815) 455-5400   
Fax-(815) 455-2733 
Donna Kothera, Parish Secretary - Ext. 400 
dkothera@s homascl.church 
Jeff Serne , Bookkeeper - Ext. 413 
jserne @s homascl.church 
 

Director of Youth & Evangeliza on: (815) 455-9037  
Patrick Haviland, Director 
phaviland@s homascl.church 
 

Music & Liturgy: 
Julie Hermann, Director - Ext. 416 
hermannjulieann@gmail.com 
Meg Stru man, Administra ve Assistant - Ext. 417 
Bulle n Editor - mstru man@s homascl.church 
 

Religious Educa on: (815) 455-9787 
Chris na Benkert, Secretary 
Mary Foerster, Coordinator 
Kathy Pfeiffer, Assistant 
Linda Aubert, Assistant 
religiouseduca on@s homascl.church 
 

Recep onists:    
Renee Lyons, Kris Noonan, Nancy Leibforth,  
Janis Kolberg - Ext 406 
recep ondesk@s homascl.church 
 

Hispanic Ministry: (815) 356-0860                
Reverend William Tunarosa, Parochial Vicar 
Irene Garcia, Hispanic Ministry Secretary 
igarcia@s homascl.church 
Jose Guimaray– Hispanic Ministry Faith Forma on Dir. 
jguimaray@s homascl.church 
 

St. Thomas School/Li le Saints Preschool: (815) 459-0496 
Gina Houston, Principal 
ghouston@s homascl.org 
Michelle Boppart, Office Manager 
mboppart@s homascl.org 

PARISH INFORMATION  
Parish Center Hours:  
Monday-Friday  9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
 
Confessions (Reconcilia on - Oak Street Church): 
Mondays: 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm  
Saturdays: 8:00 am - 9:00 am and 3:00 pm - 4:00 pm 
 
Loca ons: 
Oak Street Church - 451 W. Terra Co a Ave.  
Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
Pierson Street Church - 453 Pierson St.  
Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
Parish Office - 272 King St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
St. Thomas School - 265 King St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
Li le Saints Preschool - 454 Lake St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
 
Holy Hearts Adora on Chapel: 
Monday, 6:15 am - Friday, 9:00 pm 
Saturday, 7:15 am - 5:45 pm 
Sunday, 7:15 am -  6:45 pm 
adora onchapel@s homascl.church 
 
Resources: 
Crystal Lake Food Pantry 
42 East St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
(815) 455-0961 
M, W, F - 10:00 am-2:00 pm 
Th - 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm 
Sat. - 9:00 am - Noon 
 
St. Vincent DePaul Society: 
(779) 800-6742 
 
Li le Christopher Resale Shoppe: 
469 Lake St., Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
(815) 459-9442 
Tues., Wed., Sat. - 10:00 am - 1:00 pm,  
Th. 12:30 pm - 3:00 pm 
Dona ons accepted:  During Store Hours 
 
Marian Central High School: (815)-338-4220 
www.marian.com 

Connect with us: 

www.s homasflocknote.com 

www.facebook.com/sain homascl 

www.s homascl.church 

www.s homascl.org 

www.instagram.com/st.thomascl 



Many years ago, Sally Fields starred in the movie “Places in the Heart”. It was a power-
ful story of love of neighbor in which mutual need broke down the barriers between a 
poor white widow with two children and two men, one black and the other blind. 
Within it was another story, a terrible story of rejec on and racism. In one par cularly 
vicious scene, Moses, who had helped the widowed Sara, was a acked and beaten by 
the Ku Klux Klan. The Klan was determined to in midate this undesirable black man 
and drive him away. Only the interven on of his blind friend saved Moses from a 
worse fate. All in the story were religious people. Clearly, not all loved their neighbor 
as themselves. 

Today’s Gospel has similari es to the storyline of “Places in the Heart”. The me and 
place are different. The characters have changed. We have Jesus, an i nerant teacher, and the Pharisees and Sad-
ducees, upright religious leaders. There is no physical violence. Rather, the leaders conspire to trip Jesus up on a 
ques on of God’s law so that they might publicly disgrace him and thus rid themselves of this undesirable man (in 
their eyes). Here too, all in the story were religious people - Jesus, the Pharisees, and the Sadducees. However, 
clearly not all were imbued with the spirit of the Law which they discussed. 

What is the greatest commandment of the Law? In other words, what is absolutely essen al, what is the most 
important standard to live by? Jesus’ answer is disconcer ngly direct. You shall love the Lord, your God, with eve-
rything in you. You shall love your neighbor as yourself. What Jesus tells us is that the greatest commandment has 
two parts, both on an equal foo ng. He says in effect that no one can love God and hate his neighbor. 

To make sure we don’t interpret Jesus’ message with too narrow a vision of who that neighbor might be, the 
Church places before us the reading from Exodus. In the Hebrew Scriptures and in the Gospel the neighbor who 
has a special claim on believers is the one who lacks resources. Who are those who are not to be oppressed or 
ignored, but rather to be treated with dignity and jus ce? The word of God in Exodus is that they are the poor 
who lack material goods; aliens who are strangers in a foreign land; widows and orphans who have no means of 
support. 

In today’s stress-filled, compe ve, produc on-oriented society, it is some mes a real challenge to even love our-
selves. The en re adver sing industry conspires to tell us that we are not loveable unless we have the right prod-
uct to make us handsome/beau ful, and own the car that turns heads, and purchase the latest, the smartest, the 
best of everything. This can make it hard to discover and respect our own real deeper human needs. Our deepest 
needs are for understanding, friendship, for support in our efforts as well as for basic material necessi es. 

Today’s Gospel story is interes ng if we hear it as a ba le of wits between Jesus and religious leaders of his me.  
It is gripping, if we hear it addressed to us. It implies that whatever we do to promote the quality of life of others 
on the human, cultural, educa onal or spiritual level binds us more closely to God and to one another. That is our 
Chris an voca on in this world. 

      Peace be with you, 

      Fr. Bob Jones      

 From the Pastor’s Desk... 



Please visit or call the Parish Center to schedule a 
Mass Inten on. 

Mass Inten ons for the Week 
 
Monday, October 30th 
6:30 am † Souls of the Faithful Departed 
12:10 pm Clifford Lund (Special Inten on) 
 
Tuesday, October 31st 
6:30 am † Souls of the Faithful Departed 
12:10 pm † William R. Maher, Jr. 
7:00 pm Helen Zaleski (Special Inten on) 
 
Wednesday, November 1st - All Saints 
6:30 am † Ronald Lesniak 
8:30 am The People of St. Thomas Parish,  
  (Living & Deceased) 
12:10 pm † Gene Baseggio 
 † Karen Bielas 
4:30 pm † Bill and Nina Blake 
6:00 pm † Elizabeth Teetsov 
 
Thursday, November 2nd 
6:30 am † Jim Heiberger 
12:10 pm † Sol Daya 
7:00 pm Souls of the Faithfully Departed 
 
Friday, November 3rd 
6:30 am Russ Cardelli (Special Inten on) 
12:10 pm † Tom Lehner 
 
Saturday, November 4th 
7:30 am † Marilyn Scanlan 
4:30 pm Chester Robaczewski (Special Inten on) 
 † Joan Robaczewski 
 
Sunday, November 5th 
7:30 am † Anne e Wavering 
9:00 am † Rita Windle 
10:30 am † Don Dary 
10:30 am - Children of St. Thomas Parish,  
Family Mass (Special Inten on) 
12:00 pm † Sco  and Patrick Alcock 
5:30 pm The People of St Thomas Parish,  
 Living & Deceased 

Parish Calendar 
 
Sunday, October 29, 2023  
8:30 am Coffee and Donuts (Community Rm.) 
10:00 am RCIA CLASS (Lower Oak)  
 
Monday, October 30, 2023* 
10:30 am  MMP Rosary Group  
5:00 pm Confessions (Oak St. Church)  
6:30 pm SPRED Catechist Mtg. (Parish Center) 
 
Tuesday, October 31, 2023*  
7:00 pm  Holy Day Vigil Mass (Oak St. Church) 
7:30 pm Knights of Columbus Mtg (Lower Oak) 
 
Wednesday, November 1,2023* 
Holy Day of Obliga on – All Saints Day 
Masses at Oak: 6:30 am, 8:30 am, 12:10 pm,  
4:30 pm and 6:00 pm   
Parish Center Closed 
NO RELIGIOUS ED CLASSES 
9:30 am Bible Timeline (Lower Oak) 
7:00 pm Bible Timeline (Lower Oak)  
 NO High School YM   
 
Thursday, November 2, 2023 - All Souls Day*  
7:00 pm All Souls Mass (Oak St. Church)  
 NO Jr. High School YM   
 
Friday, November 3, 2023*  
 
Saturday, November 4, 2023  
6:00 am That Man Is You (Community Room)  
7:30 am  Mass (Oak St. Church) 
8:00 am Confessions (Oak St. Church)  
8:15 am Men’s Group (Lower Oak)  
9:00 am SPRED Sat. Group (Parish Center)  
3:00 pm Confessions (Oak St. Church) 
4:00 pm Deaf Mass (Parish Center)  
 
Sunday, November 5, 2023  
8:30 am Coffee and Donuts (Community Rm.) 
8:30 am Blood Pressure Screenings 
10:00 am RCIA CLASS (Lower Oak)  
10:30 am Family Mass (Community Room) 
 
*6:30 am and 12:10 pm daily Mass at Oak Street 
 



Adora on Candle 
Inten ons 

October 29 - Nov. 11 

† Richard Sitko 

† Jerry Soucek 

Blake Family  

Kilgallon Family  

Please pray for the Deceased 
 

Melisa Zopp  
(Daughter-in-law of Marty & Marilyn Zopp) 

Sarah Czapla 
(Mother of Maria (James) Melchert) 

November 5 
Coffee & Donuts in 

the Community Room a er 
morning Masses!  

 Lector EM Altar Server 

4:30 pm Clare Ossman 
Gloria Marmol, Sco  Smith, 

Karen Kruger 
Cameron Smith, Sean Kelly 

7:30 am Mark Przybylski 
Pam Wyman, Brad Frey, 

Gina Houston, Eleanore Wojewoda 
 

9:00 am John Stefani 
Emily Pachla, Cathy Mueller, 

Tom Mueller, Rick Wojcik 
Jack Hermann, Brady Hermann, 

TJ Pachla 

WEEKEND MASS MINISTERS - 11/4 & 11/5 

10:30 am Don Amoruso 
Dawn Ahsmann, Jean Marie Brickey, 

Maureen Carpenter, Vicki Roberts 
Michaela Johnson, Erin Johnson, 

Andrea Alvarado 

12:00 pm Joanna Majewska Jerry Lyons  

5:30 pm Ingrid Carlino Anne e O’Connell 
Simon Carlino, John Paul Nieckula, 

Sebasi an Nieckula 

Celebrant Weekday Masses 

10/30 
6:30 am Fr. Jones 

12:10 pm Fr. Linkenheld 

10/31 

6:30 am Fr. Linkenheld 

7:00 pm Fr. Fitzpatrick 

11/1 

6:30 am Fr. Fitzpatrick 

6:00 pm  Fr. Jones 

11/2 

6:30 am Fr. Fitzpatrick 

7:00 pm Fr. Jones 

11/3 
6:30 am Fr. Fitzpatrick 

12:10 pm Fr. Tunarosa 

11/4 7:30 am Fr. Fitzpatrick 

Celebrant Weekend Masses 

11/4 4:30 pm Fr. Jones 

11/5 

7:30 am Fr. Jones 

9:00 am Fr. Fitzpatrick 

10:30 am Fr. Fitzpatrick 

12:00 pm Fr. Linkenheld 

5:30 pm Fr. Linkenheld 

12:10 pm Fr. Linkenheld 

4:30 pm  Fr. Fitzpatrick 

8:30 am Fr. Jones 

12:10 pm  Fr. Linkenheld 

12:10 pm Fr. Jones 

10:30 am FM Fr. Jones 

The Parish Center will be closed 
Wednesday, November 1st  

for All Saints Day. 



Readings for the week of October 29, 2023 

Sunday: Ex 22:20-26/Ps 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51 (2)/1 Thes 
1:5c-10/Mt 22:34-40 

Monday: Rom 8:12-17/Ps 68:2 and 4, 6-7ab, 20-21/Lk 
13:10-17 

Tuesday: Rom 8:18-25/Ps 126:1b-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6/
Lk 13:18-21 

Wednesday: Rv 7:2-4, 9-14/Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/1 
Jn 3:1-3/Mt 5:1-12a 

Thursday: Wis 4:7-14/Ps 25:6, and 7b, 17-18, 20-21/
Rom 5:17-21/Mt 11:25-30 

Friday: Rom 9:1-5/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20/Lk 14:1
-6 

Saturday: Rom 11:1-2a, 11-12, 25-29/Ps 94:12-13a, 
14-15, 17-18/Lk 14:1, 7-11 

Next Sunday: Mal 1:14b—2:2b, 8-10/Ps 131:1, 2, 3/1 
Thes 2:7b-9, 13/Mt 23:1-1 

Weekly  Collec on - October 22 

Sunday Envelopes $14,818.00 

Online Giving $13,701.00 

Sunday Offering $2,576.43 

Total Collec on $31,095.43 

Weekly Tithe Pioneer Center 

Feast of All Saints - Holy Day of Obligation 
Wednesday, November 1, 2023 

Masses at the Oak Street Church will be  

Tuesday, October 31 at 7:00 pm (Vigil Mass)  
Wednesday, November 1 at 
6:30 am, 8:30 am,12:10 pm,  

4:30 pm, and 6:00 pm. 

Let us join together as a Parish Family on this Holy 
Day which begins the month of prayer for all of our 
loved ones who have departed, and which honors 
all the Saints in Heaven.   

Mass of Remembrance – All Souls’ Day 

All are invited to join us for a Mass of Remembrance 
and Candle Ligh ng to be celebrated on All Souls’ 
Day, Thursday, November 2, 2023 at 6:30 pm. At this 
Mass we will remember and celebrate the lives of our 
deceased loved ones. We invite you to join us for this 
special Mass and to bring a photo or memento of 
someone you have lost, which will be placed in front 
of the Altar before Mass. Please bring photos size 5x7 
or smaller and arrive between 6:30 pm – 6:55 pm to 
place your photo and light a candle during the prel-
ude music.  The Mass of Remembrance will begin at 
7:00 pm. 

Special Book of Remembrance - Book of Life  

In a special way in the month of November, we pray 
for our loved ones who have died and for all of the 
faithful departed.  Let us remember them in our 
prayers, and ask them to pray for us as well.   On the 
table stand in the rear of our Oak Street Church, 
throughout the month of November, we will keep a 
Special Book of Remembrance (Book of Life) in their 
honor. We encourage you to write the names of any 
of your loved ones who have died, and we will re-
member them in prayer during the month of 
November in a special way. 



Have you thought of joining the choir, but can’t com-
mit to weekly rehearsals? Give us a try with our very 
first CHRISTMAS CHOIR! This is a wonderful me for 
those who cannot commit to weekly rehearsals, to 
sing with the 9am choir on a temporary basis. We 
will begin rehearsing Christmas Music on 11/9 – 
however, you only need to commit to coming to a 
minimum of 3 rehearsals from then un l Christmas! 

Any adult or High School Student is welcome to join 
us. We will be singing at Midnight Mass & at the 9am 
Mass on Christmas Day (you are not required to sing 
at both). You will also have the op on of singing Sun-
days with us and/or joining us as we Christmas Carol 
in the community. 

We rehearse Thursday evenings from 6:45 to 8:00 in 
the Church. If you are interested in joining or have 
ques ons, please contact our Music Director, Julie 
Hermann at hermannjulieann@gmail.com or 815-
690-9096. We will want to have a folder prepared 
for you. 

Please return your baby bo les by 
Sunday, November 5th. The collec on 
box is in the Narthex next to the pro-
life display. Thank you for your gener-
osity! 

Dona ons may also be submi ed by 
using the QR code. Thank you for 
helping to support the sanc ty of life! 

 43rd Annual  St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

Christmas in the Country   
Craft Show 

 
 

8am – 3pm 
 

1023 McHenry Ave  
Crystal Lake, IL  

  

Now over 69 Juried Cra ers with unique hand-
made items, the ever-popular Bake and Candy 
Booth, our own Seton’s Ar sans, 5-Prize Grand 
Raffle and a Food Court with some homemade 

offerings! Come and take part in this pre-Holiday 
tradi on with us! Admission s ll only $3.  

Sponsored by the Seton Women’s Group 



 Ministerio Hispano 

Horario para confesiones: 
Viernes de 6:00-7:00pm 
Sábados después de misa de 7pm 
O hacer una cita en la oficina parroquial. 

Coordinador: Reverendo William Tunarosa 
Atención al Público: Martes a Jueves de 9:00am a 
4:00pm 
Llamar a la Oficina Parroquial para hacer su cita: 
(815-356-0860) 
Oficina del Ministerio Hispano, Atención al Público: 
Irene Garcia: Lunes a Viernes 9:00am a 5:00pm 

Horario de Misas 
Martes 6:00 am Miércoles 6:00 am 
Jueves 7:30 pm Viernes 7:30 pm 
Sábado 5:00 pm y 7:00 pm 
Domingo 9:30 am y 11:30 am 
 
La Adoración al San simo es en la Capilla de 
Adoración ubicada en la esquina de la calle 
Oak/Ruta 176. 
De Lunes 6:15 am a Viernes 9:00 pm 
Sábado:  7:15 am a 5:45 pm 
Domingo:  7:15 am a 6:45 pm 
“Ven y Adora, Él espera por ” 
 
 

Dirección: 272 King St. Crystal Lake,  IL. 60014 
Teléfono: 815-455-5400 

Línea Directa: 815-356-0860  Fax: 815-455-2733 

Pierson St. $4,055.16 

Pierson Online $255.00 

Colecta Semanal - 10/22 

¿Hoy, la Liturgia, nos habla de dos mandamientos 
que son inseparables el uno del otro. El amor a Dios 
y el amor al prójimo, dos puntos fundamentales del 
Evangelio de hoy. No se puede poner solo énfasis en 
lo espiritual o en las obras de misericordia. Al poner 
importancia solo en uno de ellos, se corre el riesgo 
de perder la relación con el Señor. “Amarás al Señor 
tu Dios con tu corazón, con toda tu alma y con toda 
tu mente. Este es el gran mandamiento, el primero. 
Pero hay otro muy parecido: Amarás a tu prójimo 
como a  mismo. Toda la Ley y los profetas se fun-
damentan en estos dos mandamientos (Mateo 
22,37-40). 

“En el Evangelio de hoy, una vez más, Jesús nos 
ayuda a ir a la fuente viva y que brota del Amor. Y 
tal fuente es Dios mismo, para ser amado totalmen-
te en una comunión que nada ni nadie puede romp-
er. Comunión que es un don para invocar cada día, 
pero también compromiso personal para que nues-
tra vida no se deje esclavizar por los ídolos del mun-
do. Y la verificación de nuestro camino de con-
versión y de san dad está siempre en el amor al 
prójimo” (Papa Francisco 10-25-2020). La enseñanza 

es que, en medio de nuestro ajetreo de cada día, no 
olvidemos que los mandamientos son fundamen-
tales para nuestro bien personal y de la sociedad. Es 
decir, nuestro prójimo. 



Light of the World Parish Retreat 
November 10-13, 2023 

Don’t miss this opportunity to relight the flame in your 
faith life! Join us for an amazing retreat that will help 
you grow in your personal rela onship with Christ. For 
over 20 years St. Thomas has been hos ng this beau -
ful retreat. If you haven’t been in a while, maybe it is 

me to go again! If you haven’t yet gone, now is the me! 

The retreat will be in the lower level of Pierson Street Church. Meals and snacks 
will be provided and you go home and sleep in your own bed at night! 

The retreat is for anyone 18 years of age. How can you register? 

See the parish website, email Patrick Haviland (phaviland@s homascl.church), or 
call the Parish Center 815-455-5400. 

h ps://sain homascatholicchurch.org/lotw 

The Garden Ministry sends special THANKS to the 
Knights of Columbus for their very generous dona-

on which provided supplies and materials for this 
garden feature. Many volunteers  donated their 

me and plants to add to our garden. 

Thank you to our Garden Ministry for all of their 
hard work and making the gardens at Oak Street 
beau ful! 



 Youth Ministry 

If you would like the St. Jude Guild 
to pray for the  special inten on of 
a loved one who is living, please  
contact Norine Pontarelli -  
815-356-1157  

Wed., Nov. 1  No H.S. Meeting Due to Holy Day 

Thurs., Nov. 2 No Jr. High Meeting 

Sun., Nov. 5.  7th Grade RE / 1:30 – 3PM / Oak Street Church / Community Room 

Sun., Nov 5  Confirmation 1&2 Session / 7 – 8:30 PM / Community Room 

Thur., Nov. 9  Jr. High Youth Ministry / 7-8:30 pm / Grades 6 – 8 / Community Room 

Wed., Nov. 15  High School Youth Ministry / Thanksgiving Dinner / 7-9PM pm (longer time) /  

 Grades 9 –12 / Community Room 

Thur., Nov., 16  Jr. High Youth Ministry / 7-8:30 pm / Grades 6 – 8 / Community Room 

Marian Central Catholic High School Theater of 
Woodstock announces the showing 
of Lewis Carrol's "Alice in Wonder-
land" - November 10th, 11th and 
12th. The beloved tale will be at 7 
PM Friday and Saturday and 2 PM on 
Sunday. Tickets are $10 sold at the 
door, students $5. We hope to see you there! 






