
Mission Statement 
We are a Catholic family, living our awareness of Christ’s presence through 

worship, service, evangelizaƟon and community for the benefit of all. 

St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church 
September 21, 2025 - 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 451 W. Terra CoƩa Ave., Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
815-455-5400/www.sƩhomascl.church 



PARISH INFORMATION  
Parish Center Hours:  
Monday-Friday  9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
 
Confessions (ReconciliaƟon - Oak Street Church): 
Monday: 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm  
Saturday: 8:00 am - 9:00 am and 3:00 pm - 4:00 pm 
 
LocaƟons: 
Oak Street Church - 451 W. Terra CoƩa Ave.  
Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
Pierson Street Church - 453 Pierson St.  
Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
Parish Office - 272 King St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
St. Thomas School - 265 King St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
LiƩle Saints Preschool - 454 Lake St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
 
Holy Hearts AdoraƟon Chapel: 
Monday, 6:15 am - Friday, 9:00 pm 
Saturday, 7:15 am - 5:45 pm 
Sunday, 7:15 am -  6:45 pm 
adoraƟonchapelsƩhomascl@gmail.com 
 
Resources: 
Crystal Lake Food Pantry 
42 East St. Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
(815) 455-0961 
M, W, F - 10:00 am-2:00 pm 
Th - 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm 
Sat. - 9:00 am - Noon 
 
St. Vincent DePaul Society: (779) 800-6742 
 
LiƩle Christopher Resale Shoppe: 
469 Lake St., Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
(815) 459-9442 
Wed. & Thur. 12:30 pm - 3:00 pm 
Sat. - 10:00 am - 1:00 pm 
DonaƟons accepted: During Store Hours 
 
Marian Central High School: (815)-338-4220 
www.marian.com 

Connect with us: 

www.sƩhomascl.flocknote.com 

www.facebook.com/sainƩhomascl 

www.sainƩhomascatholicchurch.org 

www.sƩhomascl.org 

www.instagram.com/st.thomascl 

Pastor: Rev. Robert Jones 
 
Parochial Vicars:   Permanent Deacons: 
Rev. Charles Fitzpatrick  Mr. Allen Bondi 
Rev. Aaron Downing  Mr. Neal Carpenter 
Rev. William Tunarosa  Mr. Jose Aguilar 
 
Business Manager: 
Sandi DePaul - Ext. 405        sdepaul@sƩhomascl.church 
 
AdministraƟve Services: (815) 455-5400  Fax-(815) 455-2733 
Donna Kothera, Parish Secretary - Ext. 400 
dkothera@sƩhomascl.church 
Jeff SerneƩ, Bookkeeper - Ext. 413 
jserneƩ@sƩhomascl.church 
 
Director of Youth & EvangelizaƟon: (815) 455-9037  
Patrick Haviland, Director - phaviland@sƩhomascl.church 
Mary Foerster - ConfirmaƟon Asst. - Ext. 418 
 
Music & Liturgy: 
Julie Hermann, Director - Ext. 416 
hermannjulieann@gmail.com 
Meg StruƩman, AdministraƟve Assistant - Ext. 417 
BulleƟn Editor - mstruƩman@sƩhomascl.church 
 
Religious EducaƟon: (815) 455-5400 
Mary Beth Jordan, Director - Ext. 407 
mbjordan@sƩhomascl.church 
Kathy Pfeiffer, Religious EducaƟon Coordinator - Ext. 404 
kpfeiffer@sƩhomascl.church 
Emily Holland, Assistant - Ext. 415 
religiouseducaƟon@sƩhomascl.church 
 
RecepƟonists:  Renee Lyons, Kris Noonan & 
Nancy Leibforth - Ext 406 
recepƟondesk@sƩhomascl.church 
 
Hispanic Ministry: (815) 356-0860  
Reverend William Tunarosa, Parochial Vicar 
Irene Garcia, Hispanic Ministry Secretary 
igarcia@sƩhomascl.church 
Jose Guimaray– Hispanic Ministry Faith FormaƟon Dir. 
jguimaray@sƩhomascl.church - (779) 994-4290 
 
VIRTUS 
ChrisƟna Benkert - Ext. 419        virtus@sƩhomascl.church 
 
Public RelaƟons - Tricia Carzoli  tcarzoli@sƩhomascl.church 
 
St. Thomas School/LiƩle Saints Preschool: (815) 459-0496 
Samantha Anderson, Principal 
sanderson@sƩhomascl.org 
Colleen Nieckula, Advancement Director 
cnieckula@sƩhomascl.org 
Michelle Boppart, Office Manager 
mboppart@sƩhomascl.org 
www.sƩhomascl.org 



Many of you have likely felt sickened by the recent tragedies that have rocked our 
naƟon. The assassinaƟon of Charlie Kirk, on the heels of the mass shooƟng at the 
Catholic Elementary School Mass, in Minneapolis, are the type of events that defi-
nitely trouble the soul. These two incidents, along with many other killings and acts 
of violence might make us feel somewhat helpless and completely vulnerable. What 
are we to do?  How are we to respond? 

Personally, I have found the Serenity Prayer to be quite helpful. It provides an excel-
lent road map for helping us sort through the issues at hand while remaining cen-
tered in God during stressful, divisive, and troubling Ɵmes. 

The Serenity Prayer is aƩributed to Reinhold Niebuhr, a twenƟeth-century Protestant theologian who taught 
for thirty years at Union Theological Seminary in New York. The first three lines of the prayer are very well 
known, oŌen featured on wall plaques and prayed by Twelve-Step recovery groups worldwide: 

      God grant me the Serenity to Accept the things I cannot change,                                                                     
   Courage to Change the things I can,                                                                                                       
                    And the Wisdom to Know the difference. 

 Living one day at a Ɵme, Enjoying one moment at a Ɵme,                                                                                           
 AccepƟng hardship as a pathway to peace,                                                                                                                      
 Taking as Jesus did, This sinful world as it is, Not as I would have it,                                                                        
 TrusƟng that You will make all things right, If I surrender to Your will,                                                                       
 So that I may be reasonably happy in this life,                                                                                                                    
 And supremely happy with You forever in the next.  Amen! 

There is no denying that this world is sinful, broken, and unjust. But it is the only world we have. Isn’t this a 
powerful prayer, especially in light of what may trouble us? What gives you the hope and strength to live lov-
ingly and courageously? What part of the Serenity Prayer is the most difficult challenge for you to live? Take 
some Ɵme to consider how you might live more peacefully and joyously. Ask God for the grace to do so.      

      Peace, be with you, 

      Fr. Bob Jones 

 From the Pastor’s Desk... 



Please visit or call the Parish Center to schedule a 
Mass IntenƟon. 

Mass IntenƟons for the Week 
 
Monday, September 22nd 
6:30 am † William Norris 
12:10 pm † Patrick Wilson 
 
Tuesday, September 23rd 
6:30 am † Phyllis Strzepa 
12:10 pm † Ernie Fues 
 
Wednesday, September 24th 
6:30 am † Joan Robaczewski 
12:10 pm St. Jude Guild Members  
 (Living & Deceased) 
 
Thursday, September 25th 
6:30 am † Catherine Froehlich 
12:10 pm † MaƩhew Dombrow 
 
Friday, September 26th 
6:30 am † Anna Lobb 
12:10 pm † David Byrnes 
 
Saturday, September 27th 
7:30 am SVdP St. Thomas the Apostle  
 Conference (Special IntenƟon) 
4:30 pm † John and Mary Sullivan 
 
Sunday, September 28th 
7:30 am The People of St. Thomas the Apostle 
 Parish (Living & Deceased) 
9:00 am † Benedict & Amelia Kampwerth 
10:30 am Karin Grey (Special IntenƟon) 
12:00 pm † Geno Wright 
5:30 pm † Genowefa Trzaskus 

Parish Calendar 
   
Sunday, September 21, 2025 
Knights of Columbus Tootsie Roll Drive  
8:30 am Knights Breakfast (Community Room) 
10:00 am O.C.I.A. Class (Lower Oak)  
6:45 pm  YM ConfirmaƟon Mtg. (Oak St. Church) 
 
Monday, September 22, 2025* 
10:30 am MMP Rosary (Oak St. Church) 
5:00 pm Confessions (Oak St. Church)  
6:30 pm Book Club (Lower Oak)  
7:00 pm SPRED Catechists  (Parish Center)  
7:00 pm Estate Planning Pres. (Comm. Rm.) 
 
Tuesday, September 23, 2025* 
9:00 am Bible Timeline Study (Lower Oak) 
 
Wednesday, September 24, 2025* 
9:00 am Bible Study (Lower Oak)  
4:30 pm Grade R.E. Classes (Pierson St. Church)   
6:00 pm R.E. Family Faith (King St. School)  
6:00 pm Ministry of Hope (Lower Oak)  
7:00 pm High School YM (Community Room) 
 
Thursday, September 25, 2025*  
7:00 pm RevelaƟon Bible Study (Lower Oak)  
7:00 pm Junior High YM (Community Room) 
 
Friday, September 26, 2025*  
10:00 am Prayer Shawl Ministry (Lower Oak)  
 
Saturday, September 27, 2025 
6:00 am That Man Is You (Community Room) 
7:30 am Mass (Oak St. Church) 
8:00 am  Confessions (Oak St. Church)  
8:00 am Men’s Group (Lower Oak) 
9:00 am SPRED Group (Parish Center)  
3:00 pm Confessions (Oak St. Church)   
  
Sunday, September 28, 2025 
8:30 am Coffee & Donuts (Community Room) 
10:00 am O.C.I.A. Class (Lower Oak)  
6:45 pm YM ConfirmaƟon Class (Oak St. Church)  
 
*6:30 am and 12:10 pm daily Mass at Oak Street 



AdoraƟon Candle 
IntenƟons 

Sept. 14 - Sept. 27 

Wolf Family 

O’Connor Family 

Orso Family 

Baseggio Family 

WEEKEND MASS MINISTERS - 9/27/25 & 9/28/25 

 Lector EM Altar Server 

4:30 pm Ed Holda 
ChrisƟne Kosiba, Michelle Kohlbacher, 

Gloria Marmol 
 

7:30 am John Streit 
Gina Houston, Lori Gajdzik, 

Emily Pachla, James Cormier 
TJ Pachla 

9:00 am Greg Ives 
Jim N., Cathy M., Tom M., 

Vicki K., Dawn A., Nancy M. 
Naomi Wozniak, Natasha Wozniak, 

McKenna Revera 

10:30 am Monica CaldicoƩ 
MaƩ Turk, Susan Gawart, 

Michele Johnson, Bob Telmanik 
Spencer Telmanik, Carson Telmanik, 

Sean Kelly 

12:00 pm Kathleen Jacobs Valerie Cuchna 
Michael Davis, George Cuchna, 

Simon Cuchna 

5:30 pm Judy Wiedenfeld AnneƩe O’Connell  

Sept. 21 - Knights of Columbus  
Breakfast aŌer the morning 
Masses in the Community Room. 
Free Rosary repair available dur-
ing the Knights breakfast. 
Sept. 28 - Coffee & Donuts 

Celebrant Weekday Masses 

9/22 
6:30 am Fr. Downing 

12:10 pm Fr. Jones 

9/23 
6:30 am Fr. Fitzpatrick 

12:10 pm Fr. Downing 

9/24 
6:30 am Fr. Jones 

12:10 pm Fr. Fitzpatrick 

9/25 
6:30 am Fr. Downing 

12:10 pm Fr. Fitzpatrick 

9/26 
6:30 am Fr. Fitzpatrick 

12:10 pm Fr. Jones 

9/27 7:30 am Fr. Downing 

Celebrant Weekend Masses 

9/27 4:30 pm Fr. Fitzpatrick 

9/28 

7:30 am Fr. Downing 

9:00 am Fr. Downing 

10:30 am Fr. Fitzpatrick 

12:00 pm Fr. Fitzpatrick 

5:30 pm Fr. Jones 

Please pray for the Deceased 
Jack Loretan 
Donald Rose 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
Saturday, October 4, 2025 - 11:00 am  

Every year, near the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi 
(October 4), we gather to bless all our pets and ani-
mals. You are invited to bring your animals of every 
type to the grassy secƟon of our lot at the Oak St. 
Church for our Annual Animal Blessing to be held on 
the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, October 4, at 11:00 
am, on the Oak Street Church Grounds.  All people 
and animals are welcome! 



Readings for the week of September 21, 2025 
Sunday: Am 8:4-7/Ps 113:1-2, 4-6, 7-8 (see 1a, 7b)/1 
Tm 2:1-8/Lk 16:1-13 or 16:10-13 
Monday: Ezr 1:1-6/Ps 126:1b-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6/Lk 
8:16-18 
Tuesday: Ezr 6:7-8, 12b, 14-20/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-
5/Lk 8:19-21 
Wednesday: Ezr 9:5-9/Tb 13:2, 3-4a, 4befghn, 7-8/Lk 
9:1-6 
Thursday: Hg 1:1-8/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b/Lk 
9:7-9 
Friday: Hg 2:1-9/Ps 43:1, 2, 3, 4/Lk 9:18-22 
Saturday: Zec 2:5-9, 14-15a/Jer 31:10, 11-12ab, 13/Lk 
9:43b-45 
Next Sunday: Am 6:1a, 4-7/Ps 146:7, 8-9, 9-10 (1b)/1 
Tm 6:11-16/Lk 16:19-3 

Weekly CollecƟon - September 14 

Sunday Envelopes $17,180.00 

Online Giving $14,045.50 

Sunday Offering $2,452.87 

Total CollecƟon $33,678.37 

Weekly Tithe St. Vincent de Paul Society 

A Time of Need, A Call to Give 

The St. Thomas St. Vincent de Paul Conference is so 
grateful to all of the parishioners who have donat-
ed, bought bricks, or said a prayer for the "Friends 
in Need (FIN's)" within our parish boundaries. We 
currently find ourselves in an uncomforta-
ble posiƟon.  We are receiving record requests 
from people looking for assistance from us. As we 
go and visit our FIN's we hear Ɵme and Ɵme 
again that as everything becomes more and more 
expensive it is increasingly difficult for them to 
make ends meet. While we can't give them life 
changing assistance, we can help them get through 
challenging Ɵmes. These increased requests have 
sufficiently depleted our funds. We have begun to 
tell more and more FIN's we just aren't able to 
help. This is where you come in. Please prayerfully 
consider donaƟng for the first Ɵme or conƟnuing to 
donate to St. Vincent de Paul. You can do so by 
dropping a check in the box located in the church 
narthex, or donate digitally via our web-
site svdpcl.com. Again, thank you for all you have 
done and all you will do. We are humbled by your 
generosity. 



Youth Ministry 

· Sun, Sept 21 ConfirmaƟon Sessions Begin 6:45 - 
8:30 pm (year 1 & 2) 

· Sept 24 High School Youth Ministry - 
Wed 7 - 8:30 pm 

· Sept 25 Jr. High Youth Ministry - Thurs 7 - 8:30 pm 

Knights of Columbus Council #3880  
Tootsie Roll Drive This Weekend! 

One of the most recognizable acƟviƟes that the 
Knights of Columbus do annually in September is 
the Intellectual DisabiliƟes or “Tootsie Roll” Fund 
Drive.   The funds generated from this Drive are 
used to support local programs which help people 
with special learning and life needs. 

AŌer all the Masses at the Oak Street Church on 
Saturday, September 20, and Sunday, September 
21, the Knights will be in the Narthex asking for do-
naƟons to this Fund Drive. Thank you for your con-
Ɵnued support of this very important Intellectual 
DisabiliƟes Fund Drive.    

VocaƟonal Raffle Tickets 

The Knights of Columbus sƟll have some envelopes 
leŌ if anyone missed the 
original distribuƟon date 
or would like addiƟonal 
Ɵckets. Please see a 
knight in the Narthex to  
obtain an envelope or 
two. You may also con-
tact our Deputy Grand Knight, Bill Bransley, at 815-
793-3595. 



 Ministerio Hispano 

Coordinador: Reverendo William Tunarosa 
Atención al Público: Martes a Jueves de 9:00am a 
4:00pm 
Llamar a la Oficina Parroquial para hacer su cita: 
(815-356-0860) 
Oficina del Ministerio Hispano, Atención al Público: 

Horario de Misas 
Martes 6:00 am Miércoles 6:00 am 
Jueves 7:00 pm Viernes 7:00 pm 
Liturgia de la Palabra 6:00 pm 
Domingo 9:30 am y 11:30 am 
 
La Adoración al Sanơsimo es en la Capilla de 
Adoración ubicada en la esquina de la calle 
Oak/Ruta 176. 
De Lunes 6:15 am a Viernes 9:00 pm 
Sábado:  7:15 am a 5:45 pm 
Domingo:  7:15 am a 6:45 pm 
“Ven y Adora, Él espera por Ɵ” 

Dirección: 272 King St. Crystal Lake,  IL. 60014 
Teléfono: 815-455-5400 

Línea Directa: 815-356-0860  Fax: 815-455-2733 

Pierson St. $3,673.11 

Pierson Online $117.00 

Colecta Semanal - Sept. 14 

Nos complace anunciar que Faith Direct pronto se 
actualizará a ParishSOFT Giving, nuestra nueva 
plataforma segura para donaciones. Esta actualiza-
ción se realizará de forma automáƟca y segura. No 
es necesario que haga nada: sus calendarios de 
donaciones y detalles de pago se transferirán sin 
problemas. 
  
¿Qué novedades hay en ParishSOFT Giving? 
 • Donaciones semanales: Si seleccionó la opción 
de donaciones semanales, sus donaciones ahora se 
deducirán cada semana en lugar de una tanda 
mensual.  
• Mayor flexibilidad: Ajuste su calendario de 
donaciones a la fecha que mejor le convenga, no 
solo al 4 o al 15.  
• Más formas de donar: Ahora puede donar medi-
ante PayPal, Venmo, Apple Pay o Google Pay. 
  
¡Esté atento a más información pronto! 





 

We’re excited to share that Faith Direct will soon 
be upgrading to ParishSOFT Giving—our new, se-
cure giving plaƞorm.  This upgrade will happen au-
tomaƟcally and securely. No acƟon is required 
from you—your giŌ schedules and payment details 
will carry over seamlessly. 
  
What’s new about ParishSOFT Giving?   

· Weekly Giving: If you selected weekly giving, 
your giŌs will now be deducted each week instead 
of in one monthly batch.  

· More Flexibility: Adjust your giving schedule to 
any date that works for you—not just the 4th or 
15th.  

· More Ways to Give: Now you can donate using 
PayPal, Venmo, Apple Pay, or Google Pay. 

Keep an eye out for more informaƟon soon! 






