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Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 18, 2022 

 
www.catherineofalexandria.org 

    

Christmas Mass Times: 
December 24th 

4:00pm 
 

December 25th 
Midnight 
8:30am 

10:30am 

 

Advent  
Reconciliation Service 

Sunday, Dec 18th 
7:00 pm 

Decorating the Church 
Please help decorate the church   

Thursday, December 22 starting at 9:00am 
The more the Merrier!!  



MASS INTENTIONS December 19 - 25 
M    8:00am   Amy Bannerman 
T     8:00am   Mary & Ed Hollinshead 
W    8:00am   Derek Bannerman 

Th   8:00am   † Joe H. Riedmann 
F     8:00am   Desire McGough 
       2:00pm (St. Raphael) † Terry Calkins 

Sa   4:00pm   † Herman, Lue, & Allan Kunze 
Su  Midnight   † Evelyn, Floyd, & Joey Westerhausen  
       8:30am    People of the Parish 
      10:30am  † Barb Borg 

  PRAYER NETWORK  
Remember in your prayers our parishioners and 
friends who are ill or are in need of our prayers:    
George Bodnar                         Mary Mitzel 
Rebecca Radermacher            Bob McGough 
Sharon Linnehan                      Lisa Puhr  
Dietrich Schlichtmann              Brian Ventsch  
Rita Beaudry                            Louis & Kelly Bohl 
Caroline Schumacher              Pat Schwehr  
Robin Kinney                           Sharon Kinney  
Dale & Virginia Davy                Kathy Nelson  
Larry Zaun                               James Leadbetter 
Matt & Emersyn Vanic             Cheryl Kappel 
Darlene Stanford-Adams         Lucille Winkler 
Shirley Starke                          Mike Kunert 
Mary E. Svenningsen              Angie Werner 
Jeff Differding                          Linda  Hesch  
Rita Clancy                              Harriet Dimmer  
Bob and Peggy Roehrich        Sharon Vanorny  
Joe Judd                                  Peter Sherman  
Steve Davidson                       Jimmie Lemer  
Darrell &  Phyllis Machtell       Anora Stavens  
Walt & Berta Clement             Clara Sims 
Donna Hammond                    Ben Roller                               
and any others who are in need of prayers.  

SUN 
18 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
8:00am Rosary 
8:30am Mass  
10:15am Divine Mercy Chaplet  
10:30am Mass 
7:00pm Advent Reconciliation Service 

MON 
19 

NO SCHOOL 
7:30am Rosary 
8:00am Mass 
6:00pm Bible Study 

TUE 
20 

NO SCHOOL 
7:30am Rosary 
8:00am Mass 
8:30am - 10pm Adoration 
8:30am Tuesday Morning Movie 

WED 
21 

NO SCHOOL 
7:30am Rosary 
8:00am Mass 
8:45am Cursillo Prayer Group 

THU 
22 

NO SCHOOL 
7:30am Rosary 
8:00am Mass 
9:00am Decorating the Church 

FRI 
23 

NO SCHOOL 
7:30am Rosary 
8:00am Mass 

SAT 
24 

10:00am Mass at Mercy Hospital 
3:30pm Rosary 
4:00pm Mass  
5:30pm Christmas Eve Supper 

Sun 
25 

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
Midnight Mass 
8:00am Rosary 
8:30am Mass  
10:15am Divine Mercy Chaplet  
10:30am Mass 

December Calendar of Events 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
Sunday: Fourth Sunday of Advent;  
 Hanukkah begins 
Wednesday: St. Peter Canisius; Winter begins 
Friday: St. John of Kanty 
Saturday: The Vigil of Christmas (Christmas Eve) 

RECONCILIATION:  
Monday - Friday – 7:30-7:55 am  
                              Tuesday – 8:15-9:30 pm   

  Saturday – 4:00-5:15 pm  
    Sunday – 7:30-8:15 am   

Cemetery Announcement:  
The Cemetery Gate is now closed till spring.   

Please contact Mel Klingenberg (sexton)  
@ 701-840-2262 for any questions. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a;  
 Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17; Lk 1:5-25 
Tuesday: Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-4ab, 5-6; Lk 1:26-38 
Wednesday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a;  
 Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21; Lk 1:39-45 
Thursday: 1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8abcd; Lk 1:46-56 
Friday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-34; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-10, 14;  
 Lk 1:57-66 
Saturday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27,  29;  
 Lk 1:67-79 
Sunday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27 29;  
 Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 [18-25] 
 Night: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-3, 11-13; Ti 2:11-14;  
 Lk 2:1-14 
 Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12; Ti 3:4-7;  
 Lk 2:15-20 
 Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1-6; Heb 1:1-6;  
 Jn 1:1-18 [1-5, 9-14] 

                      TODAYS READINGS 

First Reading — You will be given this sign: the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and shall name him Emmanuel 
(Isaiah 7:10-14). 
Psalm — The king of glory shall come in (Psalm 24). 
Second Reading — God has called us to belong to Jesus 
Christ (Romans 1:1-7). 
Gospel — The son born of Mary shall be called Jesus, for he 
will save his people from their sins. He shall be Emmanuel, 
“God is with us” (Matthew 1:18-24). 



Pastor’s Page 

SNOW!  SNOW!  SNOW! 
 

     Okay – I’m writing this up on Wednesday, as we are just experiencing our enormous snowfall (and 
there’s still snow in the air).  So perhaps by the weekend when you read this it might not seem like that big 
of a deal anymore once the streets are all clean, and things are back to “normal.”   
     But it was a big snowfall, wasn’t it?  I’ve lived in North Dakota my entire life and so there have been 
many big snowfalls in my past, but none in the recent past like this – at least I don’t remember one . . .  but 
I’m getting older and perhaps I forget.  In any event, this snow event really struck me as something out of 
the ordinary. 
     One thing that crossed my mind:  the difference in perspective concerning things like this.  I’m sure most 
of the kids around here loved it – I would have when I was a kid.  These kinds of snowbanks and the   
moisture level in the snow was perfect for making forts, digging tunnels, snowball fights, etc., etc.  They 
got school off and Christmas vacation has already seemingly begun. 
     But adults?  Most of us are probably disgusted by it on some level.  It interrupts our normal routine,     
increases the hassle of our daily chores, and causes hardship if vehicles go into the ditch, electricity goes 
out, or I’m stuck in the house for way longer than I like to be. 
     Isn’t it interesting the different perspective on the same event?  And in the example I gave, most of that 
difference in perspective arises due to the difference in age.   And perhaps not just age . . . but along with 
age comes a little more of an “edge” concerning anything that seems to inhibit what I wish to do. 
     Remember when Our Lord said something along the lines of the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to those 
who are like children?  Very often children see the beauty – and fun - of almost anything, while those of us 
older ones get a bit set in our ways and see a different set of circumstances as something to be avoided or 
“gotten around of.”  (Some people will just not let icy roads slow them down – by gosh darn! – until they’re 
off the road . . . ) 
     We adult-types have to be careful with that kind of attitude.  If there’s one source of a “different set of 
circumstances” in our life, it’s the Lord God Himself.  He throws things at us in our lives that are often of a 
much bigger deal than a snowstorm that only lasts a few hours or a few days with its effects.  God’s     
dealings with us can be permanent – or of a very long and/or intense duration.  We need to develop a bit 
of that child-likeness that can know Our Father’s hand in those events, and begin to see the beauty – and 
perhaps even the fun – of HIS will, even when it might not be what we would ever have chosen for         
ourselves.  Kids are pretty good and taking things as they come – grown-ups need to be able to do that in 
a pretty good way too when the things that come are from Our Lord.   
 

*      *       * 
     On December 8 our Church celebrated the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception as a holyday of   
obligation.  And I forgot . . . that we had a bulletin insert for the weekend prior.  So here it is in the bulletin 
this weekend – take a read.  She’s all over the celebration of Our Lord’s birthday, isn’t she? – so I guess 
it’s never too late to learn and ponder concerning herself and her part to play in Our Savior’s life. 
 

*      *       * 
     Note the Mass times for the Christmas feast in the bulletin.  There are four different “Mass propers” for 
Christmas Masses, and our parish will celebrate each of the four:  the Vigil Mass (4 pm on the Eve); the 
Mass at Midnight; the Mass at Dawn (8:30 am); the Mass During the Day (10:30 am).   
     I want to encourage anyone, if you have not ever been at Midnight Mass, to come to that one.  It’s a 
special Mass.  I grew up going to Midnight Mass and they are some of my most vivid memories of my 
young Catholic life.  (Now I take a nap during the evening so I can stay awake and alert until 1:00 am . . . !)  
Don’t let the time discourage you from coming – that’s part of what makes the Mass special.  Christmas 
night is a special time – long before we learned that Santa comes that night, we celebrated Our Lord’s 
coming among us that night.  The star, the shepherds, the angels, the manger . . . in our Lord’s plan, it 
happened in the middle of the night.  And – in our northern hemisphere season, we celebrate it that night 
“in the bleak midwinter” – one of my favorite Christmas songs. 
 
                                                                    Fr Duchschere 
                                                                    Pastor 



St. Catherine’s Parish Team 
Parish Office…………………...... 845-0354 

Hours: 
Monday 8am - 12pm and 12:30pm - 3:00pm 

Tuesday - Friday  8am - 12pm and 12:30pm - 4:30pm  
 
 Pastor:  Very Rev. Paul Duchschere 
    e-mail: paul.duchschere@fargodiocese.org  

 

  Deacons 
Rev. Mr. Arlie Braunberger    Rev. Mr. Ray Grim 
Rev. Mr. Joe Leitner             Rev. Mr. Tom Vanorny 

 

Parish Office Administrator: Jessica (Jess) Storhoff 
    e-mail: stcatherinesparishoffice@gmail.com 
 

Liturgy Coordinator: Sue Judd-Dyrness  
    e-mail: st.catherine.liturgy.schedule@gmail.com  
 

Director of Religious Education: Sara Sorby 
   e-mail: sara.sorby@k12.nd.us  
 

Lay Directors:  Joe Tykwinski & Rhonda Fairfield   
   

Parish Council:  
Micki Isensee                 James Nelson 
Steve Jorissen                Don Rondestvedt 
Jodie Scherr                     Joe Zubrod 
Larissa Musgrave  
                                            

St. Catherine School………..…….845-1453 
  Principal: Nick Lee 
 Office Assistant: Terra Giesen 
 
Rectory …………….……..…...…...845-0725 
 
Fax …………..…………..………….845-0556 
 
Nearly Nu Store……..….…..….....845-1022 
 

Baptisms:  Contact the Parish Office. 
 
Marriage:  Contact the Pastor at least 7 months  
prior to the wedding. 
 
RCIA:  Contact the Parish Office 
 
Home Bound Eucharist:  Darlene Kerzman, 
845-4316 or 701-721-1899 
 
Bulletin Deadline:  3 PM on Wednesdays 
 
 
 
Newcomers:  WELCOME!  Please register at the  
Parish Office or use the registration form on our      
website. 

FINANCIAL REPORT: December 11, 2022 
        Regular Parish Income       

                                                  Actual      Budget      Difference   
Last  Week      13,562.50     9,434.62        4,127.88 
Year to Date   232,175.27  226,430.88      5,744.39 
 
Registered families…….496 
 
Adult Envelopes                                           8,280.00 
Children                                                                                                                                                                      9.50 
Plate                                                                                                                                              521.00 
Immaculate Conception                            592.00 
November Online Giving                        4,160.00 
 
Total Collection                                                                                            13,562.50 

~~~~~~    
Thank you for your generous gifts!! 

Online Giving available @ 

www.catherineofalexandria.org 

If you have an announcement for the bulletin, please 

email Jess: stcatherinesparishoffice@gmail.com  

Our Lord wishes for 
us to be whole, 
body, mind and soul. 
To be healed, to be 
complete. There is a 
group of individuals 
from the deanery 
that are offering to 

pray with you, for healing. We would be willing to 
come to pray with you as an individual, at your home 
or parish church. Confidentiality is assured.  The         
St. Catherine’s Healing Prayer Group meets on the 
4th Monday of the month at 7 PM in the Church  
our next prayer meeting is Monday, December 
26, 2022.  We are also asking for individuals who 
would like to be involved in this healing ministry 
from around the deanery to join us. We have gotten      
permission from the priests in the deanery so please 
visit with your pastor. If you are interested please 
contact one of the individuals listed below for more 
information.             

             Doran Chandler 701-840-1257 
Deacon Jim McAllister 701-840-1473 

Prayer Quilts/Shawls Available 
Some of our parishioners may be dealing with 
some very challenging physical, mental, spiritual 
or emotional situations/needs (a terminal illness, 
treatments, an accident, severe depression, a 
miscarriage) To convey the prayers & support of  
our parish family, Prayer Quilts/Shawls are     
available for all parishioners who will need them.  
To request a Prayer Quilt/Shawl contact:       
Christine, 840-2580 or Lela, 840-8352.  

 



St Catherine’s Teen Corner  
Grades 9-12, 7:00 pm 

 
December 21: No Class, Merry Christmas 
 
 
December 28:  No Class,  
                           Happy Solemnity of Mary 
 
 
January 4: Class – “Venoche & Jul” 

 
Classes will be from 7:00 p.m. until 8:00 
p.m., unless noted in teen corner.  All youth, 
grades 9-12 are invited to come, have fun 
and learn about their Catholic faith.  If you 
any questions or concerns, feel free to    
contact Deacon Tom Vanorny,  
701-210-0640. 

Adoration Adorers Needed 

We are in need of  Adoration adorers on     
Tuesdays from 8:30am to 10:00pm. There 

is a high need for adorers from 1 - 2pm,         
3 - 4pm and 7 - 8pm! If you are unable to 
make it during your scheduled time, please let 
your hour coordinator know, so they can find a 
sub! Please contact the Parish office if you 
would like to sign up for an adoration hour.   

Tuesday Morning Movies 
Please join the Tuesday Morning Movie Group, 
each Tuesday morning after the 8:00 Mass in 
the Sacred Heart Room for a movie, muffins and 
mighty good fellowship. Showing this week will 
be "The Star of Bethlehem".   
All are welcome!! 

Prayer - Fellowship - Quilting 
Join The Fun! 

 
St. Catherine Quilters 

make quilts for those in 
need in our area every 

Thursday 1-4:30pm & 6:30-9pm next to the 
school cafeteria. Everyone is  welcome for 

any length of time. No experience necessary 
& supplies provided. Questions call:  

Christine, 840-2580 or Lela, 840-8352.  

Catholic Daughters of the Americas 
Court St. Gerard #2518 

Meet Monthly 2nd Monday 
          

Dec 19  6pm Bible Study  
 
Dec 22  9am Church Decorating  
   
Jan 1    10:15am CDA Leads Divine Mercy    
              Chaplet  
 
Being a happy clipper does not mean you are 
on a sailing ship in the sun.. BUT you can 
Jump on Board and clip those Our Family Bar 
Codes!!  Two locations to leave them at church 
1.  Down stairs in a metal can on the CDA     
cabinet or 2.  upstairs under the choir steps in a 
yellow flip lid box. 

St. Catherine’s K - 8 Religious  
Education, 6:30 pm 

                                                      
                                                           Wednesday, December 21 –  
                                                                                       NO CLASS – Merry Christmas! 
 
 
                                                                  Wednesday, December 28 –  
                          NO CLASS – Merry Christmas! 
 
 
Wednesday, January 4 – Class 
 
 
Wednesday, January 11 – Class & Mandatory                          
                             Parent’s Meeting for Eucharist  
                                       (3

rd
 Grade Parents) 

 
 

Please contact Sara Sorby, DRE with any  
questions.  sara.sorby@k12.nd.us 

Quilters Will not meet on Thursday,  
December 22 - Christmas Blessings!! 

January Serving:   
 

January 1, NO coffee and rolls. Happy New Year 
Temporary calling person is Margaret Doyle, 
phone: 701-840-0142, 
email: doylemargaretm@yahoo.com 
Calling people for each month is still needed. 

mailto:doylemargaretm@yahoo.com


NEARLY NU STORE 
 

The Nearly Nu store 
is looking to hire 

clerks and data entry 
personal to work     

either 1/2 days or full 
days, whichever is          

preferred.  
 

Please stop by the store and pick up 
an application, or call and talk to  

Violet at 845-1022 for more                
information.  

 
Also in need of volunteers to help 

get all the consignments and          
donations gone through.  

JESUS: The Way, The Truth 
and The Life  

(11 - part series) 
Holy Land Scripture Study 
– online access available in 

your home 
 

St. Catherine Parish Hall/Sacred Heart 
Room (6:00–8:00 p.m.) 

Now December 19, 2022 thru  
March 20, 2023 

 
NOTE: Change in date!! 
Session 5:  Monday, December 19, 2022  -  
The truth About God  
Read Workbook through page 53 and do 
questions.  
Read JESUS: The Way, the Truth, and the 
Life – Chapters 8 and 9. 
Coming next:  
Session 6 – January 16, 2023;  
Session 7 -- January 30, 2023. 
Thank you for participating in this beautiful 
journey.  Have a blessed Advent season.  
Love, peace, joy, and prayers. Anne  

 

SEARCH RETREAT 
Youth and Young Adults... Do you want to grow closer to God?  Do you 
want to meet other like-minded young adults? Do you need a “retreat” 
from the world around you?  Experience God in a personal and REAL 
way.  SEARCH for Christian Maturity has a retreat coming up                
January 6-8, 2023 at Maryvale Retreat Center in Valley City, ND.  Youth 

and young adults, 16 and older are invited to attend.  Details and application at https://
www.fargodiocese.org/search4cm or call Dori at 952-210-2219.  Applications are due no later 
than Monday, December 19th.  First time SEARCHER, the parish pays for half the fees. 

50
th

 Annual Community Christmas Eve Dinner 

St. Catherine's Church Dining Hall  

December 24, 2022 5:30pm to 7:00pm 

https://www.fargodiocese.org/search4cm
https://www.fargodiocese.org/search4cm


                                                                               
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 
 

Help fill our Church with the beauty of Christmas with a gift for a family member,     
living or deceased.  Names of those remembered will be listed in the Christmas    
bulletin.  Donations are used for Christmas flowers and decorations. Please        
complete the following information and return to the Parish Office by December 19.  
 
Given by: ______________________________________ Amount: _____________ 
 
Person(s) being remembered: 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 

                                                             CURSILLO 
Cursillo (pronounced KER SEE O) 

is a three-day learning, sharing, inspirational experience of living in a Christian community. It is an encounter 
with Christ. The word "Cursillo" is Spanish, meaning "a short course." During the three days of a Cursillo 
weekend a person not only hears inspiring talks on what it really means to be a Christian, but actually         
experiences the joy of building and being part of a genuine Christian community.  

WHAT CAN I EXPECT OF THE THREE DAYS?  
Groups of men or women meet from Thursday evening until Sunday afternoon with a team of priests 

and laypeople. The "retreat" portion of the Cursillo weekend lasts only from opening night until after breakfast 
the following morning, during which time silence is to be observed. Thereafter there is informal talk,             
discussion, singing, joking and laughter, and spontaneous informal prayer.  

During the three days short talks are given by laypeople and religious.  The talks emphasize the true 
meaning of grace, the sacraments, the Mass, the nature and need of prayer, living one's daily life in union 
with God, studying to understand the gift of God, and introducing Christ to others by word and deed. The     
atmosphere of the three days is one of joy and grace, and it produces wonderful results.  

WHEN CAN I ATTEND? 
There are two Cursillo weekends being held this winter in our Diocese for all who are interested.  The 

dates and locations are: 
Men Cursillo weekend:  February 2-5 at Maryvale Retreat Center, Valley City ND 
 
Women Cursillo weekend:  March 9-12 at Sister’s of St. Francis Convent, Hankinson, ND  
 
QUESTIONS? 

If anyone is interested in attending or have any questions please contact:  
Deacon Joe Leitner 701-840-1914, Doran Chandler 701-840-1257, Chelsey Wald  701-320-2370,  
Liz Chandler 701-840-0746   

 



George Judd  
Christmas Movie 

 

The St. Catherine’s Knights of Columbus in               
conjunction with the Catholic Daughters of the Americas, will be sponsoring 

free admission to the Disney movie “Puss In Boots: The Last Wish” at     
Valley Twin Cinema of Valley City on Wednesday, December 28, 2022 at 

2:00 PM. Admission is free only for this showing. Due to limited space this 
movie is available for 250 people so do come early! 

 
There will be no admission charge or denomination requirement for this   
afternoon of fun, thanks to special arrangements with Valley Twin Cinema. 
The concession stand will be open before and during the movie on a cash 
basis. 
 
If you have any questions please contact the Knights of      
Columbus, Joe Sykora at jhsykora@gmail.com or  
by phone at 701-890-7178. 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter is offering an in -person Weekend on January 13 -15, 2023 in   
Medora.  These weekends are private and allow couples to focus just on each other. A              
communication tool is taught to help spouses get to know themselves better and to grow deeper in 
their married relationships. Live your best life in love!  For more information, call Rob & Angie at 
(701) 347-1998 or apply at ndwwme.org. 

mailto:jhsykora@gmail.com
http://ndwwme.org/


The Immaculate Conception is the doctrine that 
Mary, conceived in the normal way through an act 
of love by her mother and father (St. Joachim and 
St. Anne), was born free of original sin and its effects 
from the first moment of her existence. This special 
favor was conferred on her because of her role in God’s plan 
for our salvation. Historically, this doctrine has sometimes been 
misunderstood as the conception of Jesus through the power of the Holy Spirit in the feast we know as the Annun-
ciation. Instead, the Immaculate Conception celebrates the special gift of God’s grace to Mary because she was to be 

the mother of Jesus, God’s chosen agent to bring about 
our salvation. We hail Mary in faith and prayer 

because she is “full of grace” and because 
“the Lord is with her.” In other words, 

Mary was filled  with God’s life well 
before the Messiah was conceived 

in her womb.

After  consulting with the bishops of 
the Church, Pope Pius IX first solemn-
ly defined the doctrine of the Im-
maculate Conception in 1854 
in the Apostolic Constitution 
Ineffabilis Deus.

The Immaculate Concep-
tion has the distinction of 
being one of only two formal 
Church dogmas to be solemn-
ly defined by the full teaching 
authority of popes rather than 
general Councils (the other be-
ing Mary’s Assumption). This 
means that the Immaculate Con-
ception has been solemnly defined 
as an infallible teaching to be believed 
by the whole Church. We not only be-
lieve that this is our truth, but we 
also try to imitate the meaning of 
this truth. While we honor Mary 
for the privilege of being  without 
sin, we also try to be like her in be-
coming faithful bearers of Christ 
in the world. As we strive for 
greater integrity in our words and 
actions we allow God to work in 
us to help transform our world 
into one of greater justice and 
love. Thus we imitate Mary 
and become the kind of disci-
ples that Jesus praises in the 
Gospel: “Blessed are those 
who hear the word of 
God and observe it 
(Luke 11:28).



Mary, Mother of the Church
Jesus gave Mary to the Church from the cross when he 
told his beloved disciple, “Behold your mother” (John 
19:26-27). Mary was present in the upper room with 
the other disciples on Pentecost, when the Church was 
born (Acts 1:13-14). Over the centuries of Christianity, 
Mary has been sought out by the faithful who find in 
her support for their own lives of discipleship. As one 
whose own life of faith was not easy or simple, Mary is 
a companion who can show us a path in our everyday 
lives and in our suffering.

Mary is a wonderful example of what happens when 
one opens oneself to the life and power of God. As at 
the marriage at Cana, Mary always directs our atten-
tion to Jesus, saying “Do whatever he tells you.” (John 
2:5). Mary is not a goddess wielding power. Neither is 
she controlling and domineering nor cold and aloof. 
Mary is there for us whenever we need her.

The Magnificat (Lk 1:46-55)

And Mary said:
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,

my spirit rejoices in God my Savior
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed:

the Almighty has done great things for me,
and holy is his Name.

He has mercy on those who fear him
in every generation.

He has shown the strength of his arm,
he has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones,
  and has lifted up the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of his servant Israel
for he remembered his promise of mercy,

the promise he made to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children forever. 
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We thank you, O Mother, because in showing yourself to us
You free us of all stain of sin;

You remind us that what comes first is the grace of God,
The love of Jesus Christ who gave his life for us,

The strength of the Holy Spirit which renews all things.
Let us not give in to discouragement,
But, trusting in your constant help,

Let us engage ourselves fully in renewal of self,
Of this city and of the entire world.
Pray for us, Holy Mother of God!

—Pope Francis

A Prayer for the Immaculate Conception

Why Define This Doctrine?
The doctrine of Mary’s Immaculate Conception af-
firms that through God’s grace she was never sepa-
rated from God by sin. Over the centuries Mary’s 
freedom from original sin—the teaching that every 
human is born in the wrong relationship with God 
(this is what sin is and does) and so must be freed 
from this condition through God’s grace (this is what 
salvation is and does)—was disputed by theologians 
who could not agree.

After consulting with the Bishops of the Church to 
confirm that almost all Catholics believed this doc-
trine, Pope Pius IX first solemnly proclaimed the dog-
ma of the Immaculate Conception in 1854 in these 
words: We declare, pronounce and define that the 
doctrine which asserts that the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
from the first moment of her conception, by a singu-
lar grace and privilege of almighty God, and in view of 
the merits of Jesus Christ, Savior of the human race, 
was preserved free from every stain of original sin is a 
doctrine revealed by God and, for this reason, must 
be firmly and constantly believed by all the faithful.

Why December 8?
December 8 is the liturgical celebration of Mary’s Im-
maculate Conception, i.e., her being “adorned from 
the first moment of her conception with the splendors 
of an entirely unique holiness” (Vatican II, Dogmat-
ic Constitution on the Church, #56). This date was 
chosen because it is 9 months (the time of a child’s 
gestation in the mother’s womb) before the traditional 
celebration of the feast of the Nativity of Mary on 
September 8.
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