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KC Breakfast 
Please join the KC’s for Breakfast on Sunday, January 8th from 9:00am to Noon.  

Serving scrambled eggs, pancakes, sausage, and Sunny D 
Proceeds to benefit the Local Rite to Life Chapter and the Local Special Olympics 

Monthly Adult Catechesis  

When:                  Sunday, January 15 at 6:30 pm 
Where:                Church Basement / Parish Hall 
Presented by:    Fr. Paul Duchschere 

Retirement  
Open House 

Please join us as we wish  
Sue Judd-Dyrness  

a blessed retirement and thank her for 
all the years she has dedicated to St. 

Catherine’s as the Liturgy Coordinator.  
 

Sue’s last day was Friday, December 30th and we are so 
happy for her to start this new chapter of her life.  

Please join us on:  
Thursday, January 12 from 4:00 - 6:00pm  

Parish Hall for cake and fellowship.  

 

 MARRIAGE 
 

 It is sacramental - what does that mean? 
 Why is it indissoluble? 
 What does it mean to get married “in the church”? 
 What does it mean to NOT get married “in the church”? 
 Who cannot get married in the church? 

 

Help Please!! 
We will be taking down all the 
Christmas Decorations in the 
Church Monday, January 9th      

starting at 9:00am.  
We could use all the help we can 

get please to make it go faster  
and easier.  

 
Thank you so much!!! 



MASS INTENTIONS January 9 - 15 
M    8:00am   Dorry Peterson 
T     8:00am   Verna Weber 
W    8:00am   Ray & Rita Weber Family 

Th   8:00am   Mr. & Mrs. Nick Faure 
F     8:00am   † Joyce Hafner 
       2:00pm (St. Raphael) Ralph & Sue Dyrness 

Sa   5:30pm    Liz Byrne 
Su   8:30am   † John & Rose Wolf & Family 
      10:30am  People of the Parish 

  PRAYER NETWORK  
Remember in your prayers our parishioners and 
friends who are ill or are in need of our prayers:    
George Bodnar                         Mary Mitzel 
Rebecca Radermacher            Bob McGough 
Sharon Linnehan                      Lisa Puhr  
Dietrich Schlichtmann              Brian Ventsch  
Louis & Kelly Bohl                    Ben Roller                               
Caroline Schumacher              Pat Schwehr  
Robin Kinney                           Sharon Kinney  
Dale & Virginia Davy                Kathy Nelson  
Larry Zaun                               James Leadbetter 
Cheryl Kappel                          John Baumgartner 
Darlene Stanford-Adams         Lucille Winkler 
Shirley Starke                          Jeff Nelson 
Mary E. Svenningsen              Angie Werner 
Jeff Differding                          Linda  Hesch  
Rita Clancy                              Harriet Dimmer  
Bob and Peggy Roehrich        Sharon Vanorny  
Joe Judd                                  Peter Sherman  
Steve Davidson                       Jimmie Lemer  
Darrell &  Phyllis Machtell       Anora Stavens  
Walt & Berta Clement             Clara Sims 
Donna Hammond                     
and any others who are in need of prayers.  

SUN 
8 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
8:00am Rosary 
8:30am Mass  
9:00am - 12pm KC Breakfast 
10:15am Divine Mercy Chaplet  
10:30am Mass 

MON 
9 

7:30am Rosary 
8:00am Mass 
9:00am Un-decorating the Church 
6:00pm CDA Meeting at Ina’s House 

TUE 
10 

7:30am Rosary 
8:00am Mass 
8:30am - 10pm Adoration 
8:30am Tuesday Morning Movie 
5:30pm Ed Board 
7:00pm Cemetery Meeting 

WED 
11 

7:30am Rosary 
8:00am Mass 
8:45am Cursillo Prayer Group 
6:30pm RE Class 
7:00pm Youth Group 

THU 
12 

7:30am Rosary 
8:00am Mass 
1:00pm Quilters 
4:00p-6:00p Retirement Open House for Sue 
6:30pm Quilters 

FRI 
13 

7:30am Rosary 
8:00am Mass 

SAT 
14 

10:00am Mass at Mercy Hospital 
5:00pm Rosary 
5:30pm Mass 

Sun 
15 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00am Rosary 
8:30am Mass  
10:15am Divine Mercy Chaplet  
10:30am Mass 
6:30pm Adult Catechesis Class 

January Calendar of Events 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
Sunday: The Epiphany of the Lord 
Monday: The Baptism of the Lord 
Tuesday: First Week in Ordinary Time begins 
Friday: St. Hilary 
Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary;  
 Julian Calendar New Year 

RECONCILIATION:  
Monday - Friday – 7:30-7:55 am  
                              Tuesday – 8:15-9:30 pm   

  Saturday – 4:00-5:15 pm  
    Sunday – 7:30-8:15 am   

Cemetery Announcement:  
The Cemetery Gate is now closed till spring.   

Please contact Mel Klingenberg (sexton)  
@ 701-840-2262 for any questions. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Acts 10:34-38;  
 Ps 29:1-4, 3, 9-10; Mt 3:13-17 
Tuesday: Heb 2:5-12; Ps 8:2ab, 5, 6-9; Mk 1:21-28  
 or Heb 1:1-6 and 2:5-12; Ps 8:2ab, 5, 6-9;  
 Mk 1:14-20 and 1:21-28 
Wednesday: Heb 2:14-18; Ps 105:1-4, 6-9; Mk 1:29-39 
Thursday: Heb 3:7-14; Ps 95:6-11; Mk 1:40-45 
Friday: Heb 4:1-5, 11; Ps 78:3, 4bc, 6c-8; Mk 2:1-12 
Saturday: Heb 4:12-16; Ps 19:8-10, 15; Mk 2:13-17 
Sunday: Is 49:3, 5-6; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-10; 1 Cor 1:1-3;  
 Jn 1:29-34 

                      TODAYS READINGS 

First Reading — Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! The 
Lord shines upon you and the glory of the Lord appears 
over you (Isaiah 60:1-6). 
Psalm — All the nations will worship you, Lord  
(Psalm 72). 
Second Reading — The Gentiles are coheirs,              
copartners in the promise in Christ Jesus  
(Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6). 
Gospel — Magi from the east arrive looking for the    
newborn king of the Jews (Matthew 2:1-12). 
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EPIPHANY 
 

     For many centuries, Epiphany was the Christmas Season celebration, even more so than Christmas 
Day itself.  It was one thing for Our Lord to be born in a manger in Bethlehem, unknown and unseen by 
the entire world save for a few shepherds.  It was another thing for Him to be made known to the world 
as the Savior.  “Epiphany” means “manifestation.”  The great feast of the Epiphany celebrates Our Lord’s 
being made known to the world as the Savior the Father has sent to us.   
     And there are actually three epiphanies that originally were celebrated on this feast day.  The first is 
the one we still directly acknowledge and celebrate this weekend, and the one that is almost universally 
known:  the Savior being recognized by the Gentile world in the persons of the Three Kings – those men 
who brought this new King, the God-man, those three precious gifts:  gold in recognition of His kingship, 
frankincense in recognition of His divinity, and myrrh in recognition of His death as a redemptive offering 
for mankind.   
     A second epiphany was thirty years later when Our Lord was baptized in the Jordan River by John the 
Baptist, where the Father’s voice and the presence of the Spirit made known to those present just WHO 
this Person was that had been baptized – the “Beloved Son” of the Father.  (Normally we would           
celebrate that second epiphany on the Sunday after Epiphany, but because of Christmas falling on a 
Sunday this year it will be celebrated this Monday – which is then the final day of the “season” of      
Christmas.) 
     Finally, a third epiphany of Our Lord was the His first miracle, at the wedding at Cana when He turned 
the water into wine, and so “His disciples began to believe in Him.”  We will remember and celebrate that 
particular episode in the Sunday readings sometime in the future.   
     You can see in each of these epiphanies that the circle of knowledge of Our Lord’s life and mission 
spread wider and wider.  And that is what “Epiphany” is all about – the coming of the world to know just 
WHO this baby is that was born in Bethlehem.   
     Of course, that begs the question:  do WE really know who this baby is whose birthday each year we 
celebrate on December 25?  Is our “knowledge” of Him seen in how we live? 
 

*      *      * 
 

     Bishop Folda has called for a Synod for the Diocese of Fargo – and this year is one of the preparation 
years for that Synod which will be held in 2024.  This February 7

th
 there will be a “Listening Session” with 

Bishop Folda present at our parish of St Catherine’s as part of that preparation.  With that in mind, I 
wanted to give some background material on the Synod and what it’s to be all about, etc.  In this bulletin 
you will find the first of 4 inserts over the next four weeks that will give some of that background info.  
Please read these inserts – perhaps you will wish to be part of this diocesan effort. 
 

*      *     * 
 
    Have you watched any episodes of “The Chosen”?  If you have not, you should.  It’s some of the 
best television I have ever seen.  “The Chosen” is a television series about the life of Jesus Christ – and 
it is excellent.  It is now on its third season, and if you have not yet viewed any of the episodes, please 
do. You will find it to be a true blessing. 
     A few things to note:  to watch an episode, download “The Chosen” app onto your iPhone, iPad, or 
computer.  It’s free.  All the episodes can be watched for free. 
     I attach a particular kind of cord from my iPad to a big television screen so I can watch it on a bigger 
screen than a phone or iPad screen – and you should, too, if you are able to. 
     The series demands to be watched in episodic order.  Start with episode 1 of season 1, and make 
your way through the episodes – they build on each other.  (There are usually around 10 episodes each 
season, and each episode is about 1 hour in length.)  I would encourage you to NOT watch more than 
one episode at a time – do not binge-watch this series.  Each episode is a mini-masterpiece that you can 
ponder and chew on for a number of days, or a week, before moving on to the next one.  (You will see 
thru the app that all the episodes of seasons 1 and 2 are there, and there are, as of this writing, three 
episodes from Season 3 available.) 
      



The Awaken Women’s Retreat: March 24-26, 2023 at Maryvale Retreat Center, Valley City. 
  
What is this ache in our hearts for connection, for relationship, that even the good things of the world can’t 
seem to totally satisfy? This journey begins and ends with the gift and mystery of our creation as male and 
female and our encounter with God, the world, and other people. Come and awaken the wonder and mystery 
of being human! With Jen Settle, Director of Ongoing Formation at the   Theology of the Body Institute and 
Fr. Sean Mulligan. Cost will vary depending on accommodations. Space is limited, so reserve your spot now 
at: https://www.fargodiocese.org/awaken-retreat or contact Jennie Korsmo at 701-356-7901 for more infor-
mation. 

Lenten Sacred Art Retreat: March 27-31, 2023 Maryvale Retreat Center, Valley City. 
  
Come and join this unique opportunity for a Lenten sacred art retreat. Participants will create a depiction of 
the Temptations of Christ in the style of medieval manuscript illuminations. No art experience necessary. 
There is only space for 12 participants so sign up early.  The retreat is open to men and women (must be 18 
or older). The retreat will go Monday-Friday and will include Mass and individual prayer time each day. Price: 
$585 includes single room/shared bath, meals and all art supplies.  For a single room/private bath $685.  For 
more information and registration: https://www.fargodiocese.org/art-lent-retreat For questions contact Mary 
Hanbury 701-356-7909. 

Welcome to Steven and Taryn Brown 
We welcome Steven and Taryn Brown as new members to our parish.  They met while 
going to college in Sioux Fall, SD.  They moved to Valley City to take positions at 
VCSU.  Steven is the Cross Country and Track Coach, and Taryn works in the        
Registrars Office as the Student Records Specialist.  She has also just completed a 
Masters Degree in Education from the University of Mary.  Steven grew up in          
Sacramento, CA and Taryn grew up in Salida, CO. They enjoy outdoor activities, like 
camping and hiking.  Welcome Steven and Taryn! 

We Welcome Stacey Lilja.   
We welcome Stacey Lilja as a new member of our parish.  She grew up in Valley City 
and St. Catherine’s Parish.  Her parents are Allen and Marilyn Kunze.  She lives in 
Tower City with her husband, Tom, and young daughter.   Stacey is a Para for the  
Maple Valley School District, writes a column for the TR, and is the mayor of Tower 
City. Welcome Stacey! 

      It is an endlessly fascinating watch, as it “fills out” a lot of the Gospel stories.  The events of Our 
Lord’s life are faithfully shown, but also present are story-lines that you will not find in the Gospel  
itself, but have been portrayed as such to make connections between events and give the          
“back-story” to many of the characters (the Apostles, the Jewish and Roman authorities, and the   
other disciples of Christ).  Of course these back-stories are not scriptural – but trust me, I can find no 
issue with any of it.  It is not a Catholic production per se, but I have not yet seen anything that 
would not be Catholic.  It is a stunning watch – so watch it.  But make sure you begin with episode 1 
of season 1 and watch them in order.  It is the best media presentation I have ever seen concerning 
Our Lord – alongside with the movie, “The Passion of the Christ”, which was released many years 
ago.      
                                                                                       
                                                                   Fr Duchschere 
                                                                        Pastor 

Will and Estate Planning – January 24 
For all those who are planning to create a will or simply updating the one you already have, this seminar may 

be for you.  Steve Schons, Dir. of Stewardship and Development for the Diocese of Fargo, will be on-hand to 

provide some helpful tips for those who are interested.  The seminar will cover the key elements of a will,   

explanation of terminology, and a booklet to get you started with organizing your information.  The seminar 

will be held at St. Catherine’s Catholic Church, Valley City, on Tuesday, January 24th at 6:30 pm.  

https://www.fargodiocese.org/awaken-retreat
https://www.fargodiocese.org/art-lent-retreat


St. Catherine’s Parish Team 
Parish Office…………………...... 845-0354 

Hours: 
Monday 8am - 12pm and 12:30pm - 3:00pm 

Tuesday - Friday  8am - 12pm and 12:30pm - 4:30pm  
 
 Pastor:  Very Rev. Paul Duchschere 
    e-mail: paul.duchschere@fargodiocese.org  

 

  Deacons 
Rev. Mr. Arlie Braunberger    Rev. Mr. Ray Grim 
Rev. Mr. Joe Leitner             Rev. Mr. Tom Vanorny 

 

Parish Office Administrator: Jessica (Jess) Storhoff 
    e-mail: stcatherinesparishoffice@gmail.com 
 

Liturgy Coordinator:  
  
 

Director of Religious Education: Sara Sorby 
   e-mail: sara.sorby@k12.nd.us  
 

Lay Directors:  Joe Tykwinski & Rhonda Fairfield   
   

Parish Council:  
Micki Isensee                 James Nelson 
Steve Jorissen                Don Rondestvedt 
Jodie Scherr                     Joe Zubrod 
Larissa Musgrave  
                                            

St. Catherine School………..…….845-1453 
  Principal: Nick Lee 
 Office Assistant: Terra Giesen 
 
Rectory …………….……..…...…...845-0725 
 
Fax …………..…………..………….845-0556 
 
Nearly Nu Store……..….…..….....845-1022 
 

Baptisms:  Contact the Parish Office. 
 
Marriage:  Contact the Pastor at least 7 months  
prior to the wedding. 
 
RCIA:  Contact the Parish Office 
 
Home Bound Eucharist:  Darlene Kerzman, 
845-4316 or 701-721-1899 
 
Bulletin Deadline:  3 PM on Wednesdays 
 
 
 
Newcomers:  WELCOME!  Please register at the  
Parish Office or use the registration form on our      
website. 

FINANCIAL REPORT: January 1, 2023 
        Regular Parish Income       

                                                  Actual      Budget      Difference   
Last  Week      14,226.70      9,434.62       4,792.08 
Year to Date   279,050.97  254,737.74     24,313.23 
 
Registered families…….498 
 
Adult Envelopes                                       13,614.00 
Children                                                                                                                                                                      1.50 
Plate                                                             453.20 
Building Fund                                                                                                     50.00 
Votive                                                        108.00 
 
Total Collection                                                                                            14,226.70 

~~~~~~    

Thank you for your generous gifts!! 
Online Giving available @ 

www.catherineofalexandria.org 

If you have an announcement for the bulletin, please 

email Jess: stcatherinesparishoffice@gmail.com  

Our Lord wishes for 
us to be whole, 
body, mind and soul. 
To be healed, to be 
complete. There is a 
group of individuals 
from the deanery 
that are offering to 

pray with you, for healing. We would be willing to 
come to pray with you as an individual, at your home 
or parish church. Confidentiality is assured.  The         
St. Catherine’s Healing Prayer Group meets on the 
4th Monday of the month at 7 PM in the Church  
our next prayer meeting is Monday, January 23, 
2023.  We are also asking for individuals who would 
like to be involved in this healing ministry from 
around the deanery to join us. We have gotten      
permission from the priests in the deanery so please 
visit with your pastor. If you are interested please 
contact one of the individuals listed below for more 
information.             

             Doran Chandler 701-840-1257 
Deacon Jim McAllister 701-840-1473 

Prayer Quilts/Shawls Available 
Some of our parishioners may be dealing with 
some very challenging physical, mental, spiritual 
or emotional situations/needs (a terminal illness, 
treatments, an accident, severe depression, a 
miscarriage) To convey the prayers & support of  
our parish family, Prayer Quilts/Shawls are     
available for all parishioners who will need them.  
To request a Prayer Quilt/Shawl contact:       
Christine, 840-2580 or Lela, 840-8352.  

 



St Catherine’s Teen Corner  
Grades 9-12, 7:00 pm 

 
January 11: Class - “Lucky #13” 
 
January 18: Class - “How Do We Know  
                                   What God Wants Us                    
                                   To Do With Our Lives” 
 
January 25: Class –  NO CLASS 
 
 

 
Classes will be from 7:00 p.m. until 8:00 
p.m., unless noted in teen corner.  All youth, 
grades 9-12 are invited to come, have fun 
and learn about their Catholic faith.  If you 
any questions or concerns, feel free to    
contact Deacon Tom Vanorny,  
701-210-0640. 

Adoration Adorers Needed 

We are in need of  Adoration adorers on     
Tuesdays from 8:30am to 10:00pm. There 

is a high need for adorers from 1 - 2pm and    
8 - 9pm! If you are unable to make it during 
your scheduled time, please let your hour coordi-
nator know, so they can find a sub! Please con-
tact the Parish office if you would like to sign up 
for an adoration hour.   

Tuesday Morning Movies 
Please join the Tuesday Morning Movie Group, 
each Tuesday morning after the 8:00 Mass in 
the Sacred Heart Room for a movie, muffins and 
mighty good fellowship. Showing this week will 
be "St. Hildegard - Trumpet of God".   
All are welcome!! 

Prayer - Fellowship - Quilting 
Join The Fun! 

 
St. Catherine Quilters 

make quilts for those in 
need in our area every 

Thursday 1-4:30pm & 6:30-9pm next to the 
school cafeteria. Everyone is  welcome for 

any length of time. No experience necessary 
& supplies provided. Questions call:  

Christine, 840-2580 or Lela, 840-8352.  

Catholic Daughters of the Americas 
Court St. Gerard #2518 

Meet Monthly 2nd Monday 
          

Jan 9     CDA Women's Care Center Baby    
                shower Bring an unwrapped Baby gift  
                Social 6:00, Dinner at 6:30 PM   
                Meeting to follow Dinner at Ina's   
                Thomsen Chiropractic   
                1530 West Main St  490-1919 
 
 
Thank you for all the cards, prayers, and hugs with 
my sister, Rita, passing. She enjoyed helping with 
many CDA projects. 
 
Regent, Ina Ann 

St. Catherine’s K - 8 Religious  
Education, 6:30 pm 

                                                      
                                                     
                      Wednesday, January 11 – Class   
                      & Mandatory Parent’s Meeting for  
                      Eucharist  (3

rd
 Grade Parents) 

 
 
  Wednesday, January 18 – Class & Mandatory  
                                             Parent’s Meeting  
                                             for Eucharist (3

rd
  

                                            Grade Parents) 
 
 
  Wednesday, January 25 – NO CLASS 
 

 

Please contact Sara Sorby, DRE with any  
questions.  sara.sorby@k12.nd.us 



Grief Support 
  Some days life is all about 
your hopes and dreams and 
creating the perfect future. But 
there are other days when life 
is just about putting one foot in 
front of the other, and that is 
okay.  

   There will be a grief support meeting on        
Thursday, January 12th at 6:30pm at Alley Beans. 
Speaker will be Kari Kietzman, CNP who will talk on 
Grief vs Depression, When do you need medical 
help and the difference between the two.  
 
   Refreshments will be served. 
 
If you have any questions call:  
Nancy Orthman at 701-840-3408. 

JESUS: The Way, The Truth 
and The Life  

(11-part series) 
 

Holy Land Scripture Study – 
online access available in your 

home 
 

St. Catherine Parish Hall (6:00–8:00 p.m.) 
ONGOING SCHEDULE 

 
January 16   Session 6: The True Israel 
January 30   Session 7: The Truth About Jesus   
February 6   Session 8: Road Glory, Path Suffering 
February 20  Session 9: New Passover, New Exodus  

March 20   Session 10: Resurrection and Life 
 
God bless you. Let’s appreciate winter’s beauty and 
look forward to Spring 

 



                                                             CURSILLO 
Cursillo (pronounced KER SEE O) 
is a three-day learning, sharing, inspirational experience of living in a Christian community. It is an           

encounter with Christ. The word "Cursillo" is Spanish, meaning "a short course." During the three days of a      
Cursillo weekend a person not only hears inspiring talks on what it really means to be a Christian, but           
actually experiences the joy of building and being part of a genuine Christian community.  

WHAT CAN I EXPECT OF THE THREE DAYS?  
Groups of men or women meet from Thursday evening until Sunday afternoon with a team of priests 

and laypeople. The "retreat" portion of the Cursillo weekend lasts only from opening night until after breakfast 
the following morning, during which time silence is to be observed. Thereafter there is informal talk,            
discussion, singing, joking and laughter, and spontaneous informal prayer.  

During the three days short talks are given by laypeople and religious.  The talks emphasize the true       
meaning of grace, the sacraments, the Mass, the nature and need of prayer, living one's daily life in union 
with God, studying to understand the gift of God, and introducing Christ to others by word and deed. The   
atmosphere of the three days is one of joy and grace, and it produces wonderful results.  

WHEN CAN I ATTEND? 
There are two Cursillo weekends being held this winter in our Diocese for all who are interested.  The 

dates and locations are: 
Men Cursillo weekend:  February 2-5 at Maryvale Retreat Center, Valley City ND 
 
Women Cursillo weekend:  March 9-12 at Sister’s of St. Francis Convent, Hankinson, ND  
 
QUESTIONS? 

If anyone is interested in attending or have any questions please contact:  
Deacon Joe Leitner 701-840-1914, Doran Chandler 701-840-1257, Chelsey Wald  701-320-2370,  
Liz Chandler 701-840-0746   

 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter is offering an in -person Weekend on January 13 -15, 2023 in     
Medora.  These weekends are private and allow couples to focus just on each other. A                       
communication tool is taught to help spouses get to know themselves better and to grow deeper in 
their married relationships. Live your best life in love!  For more information, call Rob & Angie at (701) 
347-1998 or apply at ndwwme.org. 

http://ndwwme.org/


The Synod of the Diocese of Fargo 
(Part 1) 

Our Situation Today 
Our world has seen rapid change with the development of wireless technologies, 

computers, internet and the ability to communicate information instantaneously. Virtually every 
sector of society has experienced a massive refocus over the past 100 years due to the value 
placed upon information and the universal influence afforded by social media.  

The Church has never been a stranger to change and conflict. In every age it engages in 
the struggle presented by those times. Christ, himself, engaged in the society of the Jewish 
community under Roman occupation. The expanse and growth of the Roman Empire presented 
both opportunities and difficulties for the Apostles who would endeavor to make the life and 
message of Christ known. As instructed by Christ, they would bring His light to affirm the truths 
that were present, and to correct the confusion and misunderstandings that became exposed.    

 

But the extent of that light, the way it sheds its rays, the kind of opposition it 
encounters and therefore the means it uses to keep its light shining and shed its 
influence abroad, changes from place to place and age to age. In a time that could 
be called a change of the ages, this duty becomes urgent. We are currently living in 
such a time.  (From Christendom to Apostolic Mission, University of Mary 2020) 

 

The Church has been operating under the mantle of the “New Evangelization” for some 
time. Pope Paul VI presented the idea when he proclaimed that Europe had once again become 
mission territory. Pope John Paul II, hoisted that mantle high as a guiding principle for all 
evangelization efforts. Pope Benedict XVI established an official Vatican Congregation for the 
New Evangelization.  

 

The readiness with which the idea of a new evangelization has taken hold shows 
that there is a widespread sense of a need for a different strategy. Yet often 
enough the meaning of the term seems less than straightforward. Evangelization 
is clear enough, or ought to be: but what is meant by “new”? (From Christendom 
to Apostolic Mission) 
 

Pope Paul VI in Evangelii Nuntiandi reminded us of the deep link between “Christ, the Church 
and evangelization.” He points out that it is the Church “who has the task of evangelizing.”  His 
next words are a call to all who see the importance of this work: “This mandate is not 
accomplished without her, and still less against her.” 
 

Not without sorrow we can hear people - whom we wish to believe are well-
intentioned but who are certainly misguided in their attitude - continually claiming 
to love Christ but without the Church, to listen to Christ but not the Church, to 
belong to Christ but outside the Church. 

 



Pope Benedict XVI in an address to the Pontifical Council for Promoting the New Evangelization 
spoke of the “farsighted fathers” of The Second Vatican Council who saw the cultural changes on 
the horizon from which “entirely new situations” would arise. 
 

The current crisis brings with it traces of the exclusion of God from people’s lives, 
from a generalized indifference towards the Christian faith to an attempt to 
marginalize it from public life… people wish to belong to the Church, but they are 
strongly shaped by a vision of life which is in contrast with the faith.  

Finally, Pope Francis wrote in Evangelii Gaudium of the great dangers of a society that has 
succumbed to a consumerism that brings desolation and anguish “born of a complacent yet 
covetous heart.” The fruits begotten of this “feverish pursuit of frivolous pleasures” is a blunted 
conscience. 

Whenever our interior life becomes caught up in its own interests and concerns, 
there is no longer room for others.. God’s voice is no longer heard, the quiet joy of 
his love is no longer felt, and the desire to do good fades…Many fall prey to it, and 
end up resentful, angry and listless…this is not God’s will for us. 

Perhaps one could look at the purpose of the synod under the revealing light of Pentecost. At 
this event, the birth of the Church, the Holy Spirit bestowed His varied gifts on the Church for the 
proclamation of the Kingdom of God to the world: evangelization. Each person baptized into 
Christ has a specific charism and gift to share for this purpose. In Luke 12:49-52 Christ says: “I 
have come to set a fire on the earth, how I wish it were already ablaze!” Since God is pure act, if 
He desires something you can be assured that it is already happening in hearts and minds that 
are open to His will. As the Church we need to gather periodically, as the early Church did, to 
look at the world and to look into our hearts and together see where this fire, the Holy Spirit is 
already at work and unite our gifts and our efforts to that work. 
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