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JESUS: The Way, The Truth and The Life (11-part series) 
St. Catherine Parish Hall (6:00–8:00 p.m.) 

CHANGE IN SCHEDULE January 30 through March 20, 2023 
January 30      Session 7:   The Truth About Jesus   
February 20    Session 8:   Road Glory, Path Suffering 
February 27   Session 9:  New Passover, New Exodus 
March 20        Session 10:  Resurrection and Life 

Thank you for being part of seeking to know God better and loving Him more.  
God bless you.  

Catholic Schools Week Kick Off PTO Mass Coffee and Rolls  
 
Please join us between the masses on Sunday, January 29, 2023 for Coffee 
and Rolls served by St. Catherine’s School PTO!! Proceed benefit the school!! 
This is the kick off to Catholic Schools week, look for more information in next 
weeks bulletin on the activities for Catholic Schools Week. 

 

Will and Estate Planning – January 24 
For all those who are planning to create a will or simply updating the one you      

already have, this seminar may be for you.  Steve Schons, Dir. of Stewardship and 

Development for the Diocese of Fargo, will be on-hand to provide some helpful tips 

for those who are interested.  The seminar will cover the key elements of a will,   

explanation of terminology, and a booklet to get you started with organizing your 

information.  The seminar will be held at St. Catherine’s Catholic Church, Valley 

City, on Tuesday, January 24th at 6:30 pm.  

February serving events: 
February 5: Coffee and Rolls A chairperson is needed! ! 
February 7:  Bishop Folda visit to St. Catherine 
    1-2 people to start coffee, set out coffee pots and water pitchers. 
Your contact person is Margaret Doyle; 701-840-0142; email doylemargaretm@yahoo.com 

 

Youth and Young Adults... Want to spend time on a retreat that is 
put on by your peers? Do you want to grow closer to God?  Do you 
need a “retreat” from the world around you?  Experience God in a 
personal and REAL way.  SEARCH for Christian Maturity has a 
retreat coming up February 24-26th at Maryvale Retreat Center in 
Valley City, ND.  Youth and young adults, 16 and older are invited 
to attend.  Details and application at https://www.fargodiocese.org/
search4cm or call Dori at 952-210-2219.  Applications are due no 
later than Monday, February 6th. 

 

mailto:doylemargaretm@yahoo.com
https://www.fargodiocese.org/search4cm
https://www.fargodiocese.org/search4cm


Pastor’s Page 
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PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE 
 

     At the Masses last weekend I made a verbal announcement about the upcoming “Will and Estate     
Planning” seminar that will take place at our parish this Tuesday, January 24, at 6:30 pm.  Steve Schons, 
the Director of Stewardship for the Diocese of Fargo will be here to present the seminar.  (You will see an 
announcement concerning this elsewhere in this bulletin.)  I do encourage any who NEED to come to do 
so – and that would include those who have made no will or estate plans.  Steve will not be trying to “sell” 
you anything. It’s part of his job with the diocese to assist in this area for those who may need a push and 
some encouragement in this.  You may be surprised that in this day and age there are many folks who 
have not done this – and in the event of an unexpected passing, that can become an enormous extra to 
deal with in addition to all else that needs to happen during and after that time of sorrow of losing a loved 
one.  Do it now if you need to – and if you desire to go to someone else for this kind of information, that 
would be fine.  But please do it if you need to.  I’m sure there are any number of people in our own town 
who could help you in this area.  But perhaps Steve can plant some seeds that you can follow up on. 
     Of course, “planning for the future” involves not just the matters of your life in this world, but of yourself 
before God.  That’s the ultimate end-game for faith and religion as Our Lord God has given them to us:  to 
help us “plan for the future” after we have passed from this world to Him in the next.  Don’t put that off,   
either!  Some people do make extraordinary plans for all scenarios concerning their “stuff” in this life – and 
then neglect to plan concerning themselves before God which will last unto eternity.  This is not meant to 
“scare” anybody – it’s just a reminder that it’s foolish to die in this world without a will and estate plan, and 
it’s even more foolish to die in this world without having prepped as best as one could for the next.   
     So I guess – even if you don’t need to come to the Will and Estate Planning seminar on Tuesday, or if 
you simply don’t care to come, I do hope you continue to be an active member of the Body of Christ, the 
Church – continuing to worship and pray to Our Lord, receive the sacraments He graciously offers, live the 
Christ life, do your best to avoid offending our God in any way through sin, and repenting when you need 
to – that’s a plan that if stuck to will reap us great rewards in the next life.   
     Notice the difference:  plans concerning your will and estate have to do with what you will leave behind, 
but plans concerning your relationship to the living God have to do with what you will be heading towards, 
and then being part of forever.  Yes – plan for the future! 
 

*      *      * 
 

     In this bulletin you will find the third in a series of inserts on the upcoming Diocesan Synod that Bishop 
Folda will be holding next year.  This year involves preparing for that Synod.  (If you missed the first two 
inserts, you can read them online on the bulletin’s link on the parish website.)  This insert gives answers to 
frequently asked questions concerning synods in the life of the Church and this one coming up in our      
diocese.   
 

*      *      * 
 

     The following statement was released last Saturday evening by Bishop Folda: 
  

The Diocese of Fargo has received allegations of inappropriate conduct with adults on the 
part of Fr. Neil Pfeifer.  I take all such allegations seriously.  An investigation has begun, and 
Fr. Pfeifer has been removed from ministry pending the outcome of the investigation.  These 
allegations do not involve minors. Please pray for all involved in this situation. 
  
If anyone has specific information or concerns regarding Father Pfeifer’s interactions with 
themselves or others, I ask that they contact Monsignor Goering at the Diocese of Fargo 
(701-356-7945) or our Victim Assistance Coordinator at VictimAssistance@fargodiocese.org. 

 
  

mailto:VictimAssistance@fargodiocese.org


                                                             CURSILLO 
Cursillo (pronounced KER SEE O) 
is a three-day learning, sharing, inspirational experience of living in a Christian community. It is an           

encounter with Christ. The word "Cursillo" is Spanish, meaning "a short course." During the three days of a      
Cursillo weekend a person not only hears inspiring talks on what it really means to be a Christian, but           
actually experiences the joy of building and being part of a genuine Christian community.  

WHAT CAN I EXPECT OF THE THREE DAYS?  
Groups of men or women meet from Thursday evening until Sunday afternoon with a team of priests 

and laypeople. The "retreat" portion of the Cursillo weekend lasts only from opening night until after     
breakfast the following morning, during which time silence is to be observed. Thereafter there is informal 
talk, discussion, singing, joking and laughter, and spontaneous informal prayer.  

During the three days short talks are given by laypeople and religious.  The talks emphasize the true       
meaning of grace, the sacraments, the Mass, the nature and need of prayer, living one's daily life in union 
with God, studying to understand the gift of God, and introducing Christ to others by word and deed. The   
atmosphere of the three days is one of joy and grace, and it produces wonderful results.  

WHEN CAN I ATTEND? 
There are two Cursillo weekends being held this winter in our Diocese for all who are interested.  The 

dates and locations are: 
Men Cursillo weekend:  February 2-5 at Maryvale Retreat Center, Valley City ND 
 
Women Cursillo weekend:  March 9-12 at Sister’s of St. Francis Convent, Hankinson, ND  
 
QUESTIONS? 

If anyone is interested in attending or have any questions please contact:  
Deacon Joe Leitner 701-840-1914, Doran Chandler 701-840-1257, Chelsey Wald  701-320-2370,  
Liz Chandler 701-840-0746   

The Awaken Women’s Retreat: March 24-26, 2023 at Maryvale Retreat Center, Valley City. 
What is this ache in our hearts for connection, for relationship, that even the good things of the world can’t 
seem to totally satisfy? This journey begins and ends with the gift and mystery of our creation as male and 
female and our encounter with God, the world, and other people. Come and awaken the wonder and mystery 
of being human! With Jen Settle, Director of Ongoing Formation at the   Theology of the Body Institute and 
Fr. Sean Mulligan. Cost will vary depending on accommodations. Space is limited, so reserve your spot now 
at: https://www.fargodiocese.org/awaken-retreat or contact Jennie Korsmo at 701-356-7901 for more          
information. 

Lenten Sacred Art Retreat: March 27-31, 2023 Maryvale Retreat Center, Valley City. 
Come and join this unique opportunity for a Lenten sacred art retreat. Participants will create a depiction of 
the Temptations of Christ in the style of medieval manuscript illuminations. No art experience necessary. 
There is only space for 12 participants so sign up early.  The retreat is open to men and women (must be 18 
or older). The retreat will go Monday-Friday and will include Mass and individual prayer time each day. Price: 
$585 includes single room/shared bath, meals and all art supplies.  For a single room/private bath $685.  For 
more information and registration: https://www.fargodiocese.org/art-lent-retreat For questions contact Mary 
Hanbury 701-356-7909. 

    With our bishop, I certainly ask for your prayers for the parish of St James, all those involved in 
this situation, and for Fr Pfeifer.   
     Bishop Folda has asked me to be “administrator” of the Basilica parish of St James at this time.  I 
will not allow those extra duties to affect my pastorate here at St Catherine’s.  And the Basilica has a 
fine parish staff – for the most part I will be overseeing the parish operations and making simple    
decisions as I need to.  We’re all in this together in the one Body of Christ – we come to the aid of 
our brothers and sisters in need, and we pray for them. 
                                                                                                
                                                                       Fr Duchschere 
                                                                            Pastor 

https://www.fargodiocese.org/awaken-retreat
https://www.fargodiocese.org/art-lent-retreat


MASS INTENTIONS January 23 - 29 
M    8:00am   Elizabeth Nelson 
T     8:00am   Msgr. Skonseng 
W    8:00am   † Holy Souls in Purgatory  
Th   8:00am   Ingstad Family 
F     8:00am   † Arnie Miller  
       2:00pm (St. Raphael) † Shannon Seeb 

Sa   5:30pm   † Dorothy Miller  
Su   8:30am   People of the Parish 
      10:30am  Mary Hollinshead  

  PRAYER NETWORK  
Remember in your prayers our parishioners and 
friends who are ill or are in need of our prayers:    
George Bodnar                         Mary Mitzel 
Rebecca Radermacher            Bob McGough 
Sharon Linnehan                      Lisa Puhr  
Dietrich Schlichtmann              Brian Ventsch  
Louis & Kelly Bohl                    Ben Roller                               
Caroline Schumacher              Pat Schwehr  
Robin Kinney                           Sharon Kinney  
Dale & Virginia Davy                Kathy Nelson  
Larry Zaun                               James Leadbetter 
Cheryl Kappel                          John Baumgartner 
Lucille Winkler                          Donna Hammond                    
Shirley Starke                          Jeff Nelson 
Mary E. Svenningsen              Angie Werner 
Jeff Differding                          Linda  Hesch  
Rita Clancy                              Harriet Dimmer  
Bob and Peggy Roehrich        Sharon Vanorny  
Joe Judd                                  Peter Sherman  
Steve Davidson                       Jimmie Lemer  
Darrell &  Phyllis Machtell       Anora Stavens  
Walt & Berta Clement             Clara Sims 
and any others who are in need of prayers.  

SUN 
22 

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00am Rosary 
8:30am Mass  
10:15am Divine Mercy Chaplet  
10:30am Mass 
3:00pm - 5:00pm CDA Rosary 

MON 
23 

National Day of Prayer Observed 
7:30am Rosary 
8:00am Mass 
7:00pm Healing Prayer Group 

TUE 
24 

7:30am Rosary 
8:00am Mass 
8:30am - 10pm Adoration 
8:30am Tuesday Morning Movie 
6:30pm Will and Estate Seminar - Parish Hall 

WED 
25 

7:30am Rosary 
8:00am Mass 
8:45am Cursillo Prayer Group 

THU 
26 

7:30am Rosary 
8:00am Mass 
1:00pm Quilters 
6:30pm Quilters 

FRI 
27 

7:30am Rosary 
8:00am Mass 

SAT 
28 

10:00am Mass at Mercy Hospital 
5:00pm Rosary 
5:30pm Mass 

Sun 
29 

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Start of Catholic School Week 

8:00am Rosary 
8:30am Mass  
9:30am PTO Coffee and Rolls 
10:15am Divine Mercy Chaplet  
10:30am PTO Mass 

January Calendar of Events 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
Sunday: Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday: Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of   
                   Unborn Children; St. Vincent; St. Marianne  
                   Cope 
Tuesday: St. Francis de Sales 
Wednesday: The Conversion of St. Paul; 
 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity ends 
Thursday: Ss. Timothy and Titus 
Friday: St. Angela Merici 
Saturday: St. Thomas Aquinas 

Cemetery Announcement:  
The Cemetery Gate is now closed till spring.   

Please contact Mel Klingenberg (sexton)  
@ 701-840-2262 for any questions. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday: Heb 9:15, 24-28; Ps 98:1-6; Mk 3:22-30, 
Tuesday: Heb 10:1-10; Ps 40:2, 4ab, 7-8a, 10, 11;  
 Mk 3:31-35 
Wednesday: Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22; Ps 117:1bc, 2;  
 Mk 16:15-18 
Thursday: 2 Tm 1:1-8 or Ti 1:1-5; Ps 96:1-3, 7-8a, 10;  
 Mk 4:21-35 
Friday: Heb 10:32-39; Ps 37:3-6, 23-24, 39-40;  
 Mk 4:26-34 
Saturday: Heb 11:1-2, 8-19; Lk 1:69-75; Mk 4:35-41 
Sunday: Zep 2:3; 3:12-13; Ps 146:6-10;  
 1 Cor 1:26-31; Mt 5:1-12a 

                      TODAYS READINGS 

First Reading — The burdens that were once laid upon 
the people have been vanquished (Isaiah 8:23 — 9:3). 
Psalm — The Lord guides and saves me (Psalm 27). 
Second Reading — Paul exhorts the believers at      
Corinth: As there is one Christ, so too must there be no 
divisions among you. (1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17). 
Gospel — After calling his first disciples, Jesus goes 
throughout Galilee teaching, proclaiming the gospel, and 
curing the people (Matthew 4:12-23 [12-17]). 

RECONCILIATION:  
Monday - Friday – 7:30-7:55 am  
                              Tuesday – 8:15-9:30 pm   

  Saturday – 4:00-5:15 pm  
    Sunday – 7:30-8:15 am   



St. Catherine’s Parish Team 
Parish Office…………………...... 845-0354 

Hours: 
Monday 8am - 12pm and 12:30pm - 3:00pm 

Tuesday - Friday  8am - 12pm and 12:30pm - 4:30pm  
 
 Pastor:  Very Rev. Paul Duchschere 
    e-mail: paul.duchschere@fargodiocese.org  

 

  Deacons 
Rev. Mr. Arlie Braunberger    Rev. Mr. Ray Grim 
Rev. Mr. Joe Leitner             Rev. Mr. Tom Vanorny 

 

Parish Office Administrator: Jessica (Jess) Storhoff 
    e-mail: stcatherinesparishoffice@gmail.com 
 

Liturgy Coordinator:  
  
 

Director of Religious Education: Sara Sorby 
   e-mail: sara.sorby@k12.nd.us  
 

Lay Directors:  Joe Tykwinski & Rhonda Fairfield   
   

Parish Council:  
Micki Isensee                 James Nelson 
Steve Jorissen                Don Rondestvedt 
Jodie Scherr                     Joe Zubrod 
Larissa Musgrave  
                                            

St. Catherine School………..…….845-1453 
  Principal: Nick Lee 
 Office Assistant: Terra Giesen 
 
Rectory …………….……..…...…...845-0725 
 
Fax …………..…………..………….845-0556 
 
Nearly Nu Store……..….…..….....845-1022 
 

Baptisms:  Contact the Parish Office. 
 
Marriage:  Contact the Pastor at least 7 months  
prior to the wedding. 
 
RCIA:  Contact the Parish Office 
 
Home Bound Eucharist:  Darlene Kerzman, 
845-4316 or 701-721-1899 
 
Bulletin Deadline:  3 PM on Wednesdays 
 
 
 
Newcomers:  WELCOME!  Please register at the  
Parish Office or use the registration form on our      
website. 

FINANCIAL REPORT: January 15, 2023 
        Regular Parish Income       

                                                  Actual      Budget      Difference   
Last  Week      9,719.00      9,434.62           284.38 
Year to Date   297,097.58  273,606.98     23,490.60 
 
Registered families…….498 
 
Adult Envelopes                                         8,585.00 
Children                                                                                                                                                                    23.00 
Plate                                                             578.00 
Building Fund                                                                                                   180.00 
Utility/Energy                                             265.00 
Votive                                                          88.00 
Total Collection                                                                                             9,719.00 

~~~~~~    

Thank you for your generous gifts!! 
 

Online Giving available @ 
 

www.catherineofalexandria.org 

If you have an announcement for the bulletin, please 

email Jess: stcatherinesparishoffice@gmail.com  

Our Lord wishes for 
us to be whole, 
body, mind and soul. 
To be healed, to be 
complete. There is a 
group of individuals 
from the deanery 
that are offering to 

pray with you, for healing. We would be willing to 
come to pray with you as an individual, at your home 
or parish church. Confidentiality is assured.  The         
St. Catherine’s Healing Prayer Group meets on the 
4th Monday of the month at 7 PM in the Church  
our next prayer meeting is Monday, January 23, 
2023.  We are also asking for individuals who would 
like to be involved in this healing ministry from 
around the deanery to join us. We have gotten      
permission from the priests in the deanery so please 
visit with your pastor. If you are interested please 
contact one of the individuals listed below for more 
information.             

             Doran Chandler 701-840-1257 
Deacon Jim McAllister 701-840-1473 

Prayer Quilts/Shawls Available 
Some of our parishioners may be dealing with 
some very challenging physical, mental, spiritual 
or emotional situations/needs (a terminal illness, 
treatments, an accident, severe depression, a 
miscarriage) To convey the prayers & support of  
our parish family, Prayer Quilts/Shawls are     
available for all parishioners who will need them.  
To request a Prayer Quilt/Shawl contact:       
Christine, 840-2580 or Lela, 840-8352.  

 



St Catherine’s Teen Corner  
Grades 9-12, 7:00 pm 

 
 
January 25: NO CLASS 
 
 
February 1: Class - “Holy Family” 
 
 
February 8: Class - “What Happened        
                                  Today in History” 

 
Classes will be from 7:00 p.m. until 8:00 
p.m., unless noted in teen corner.  All youth, 
grades 9-12 are invited to come, have fun 
and learn about their Catholic faith.  If you 
any questions or concerns, feel free to    
contact Deacon Tom Vanorny,  
701-210-0640. 

Adoration Adorers Needed 

We are in need of  Adoration adorers on     
Tuesdays from 8:30am to 10:00pm. There 

is a high need for adorers from 1 - 2pm and    
8 - 9pm! If you are unable to make it during 
your scheduled time, please let your hour        
coordinator know, so they can find a sub! Please 
contact the Parish office if you would like to sign 
up for an adoration hour.   

Tuesday Morning Movies 
Please join the Tuesday Morning Movie Group, 
each Tuesday morning after the 8:00 Mass in 
the Sacred Heart Room for a movie, muffins and 
mighty good fellowship. Showing this week will 
be "Man of God".   
All are welcome!! 

Prayer - Fellowship - Quilting 
Join The Fun! 

 
St. Catherine Quilters 

make quilts for those in 
need in our area every 

Thursday 1-4:30pm & 6:30-9pm next to the 
school cafeteria. Everyone is  welcome for 

any length of time. No experience necessary 
& supplies provided. Questions call:  

Christine, 840-2580 or Lela, 840-8352.  

Catholic Daughters of the Americas 
Court St. Gerard #2518 

Meet Monthly 2nd Monday 
          

 
 
Jan 22    CDA Leads Rosary for The              
               Protection of the Unborn Child  
               3-5:00 PM 
 
Jan 29    National Catholic School Week 
 
Jan 30    Bible Study 6-8 PM 
 
Feb 4     Richardton CDA Court is Hosting  
               “Stories of The Bible" Festival of  
              Tables, speaker Irene Shafer; call Ina  
               if interested in going, will leave               
               VC around10:00AM and get home   
               around 7:00PM  
              cost for luncheon is $10.00 
 
Feb 6      Real Presence Radio Celebration  
               6:30 - 9:30 pm Delta Marriott, Fargo 
               Guest speaker Ralph Martin 
 
Feb 13   CDA Parish Hall, 5:50 Rosary, 6:20  
               pm Meeting; Remember a small glass   
               or plastic jar and Our Family Bar   
              Codes 

St. Catherine’s K - 8 Religious  
Education, 6:30 pm 

                                                      
                                                     
                      Wednesday, January 25 – NO    
                                                                CLASS 
 

Wednesday, February 1 – Class 
 

  Wednesday, February 8 – Class 
 
  Wednesday. February 15 – Class 
 
  Wednesday, February 22 – NO CLASS –  
                                      Ash Wednesday Mass 
   
 
 
               Please contact Sara Sorby, DRE with 
any questions.  sara.sorby@k12.nd.us 



 
~ Calling all Pro-Life Warriors! ~ 

 

Valley City Right to Life has been given an opportunity to partner with Valley City Public 
Schools and VCSU!! We reached out to our local schools to see if we can be a source of help 
for girls in our community who find themselves facing an unexpectant pregnancy. This offer 
was accepted with enthusiasm! We are now “on deck” to be the go-to source for meeting the 
needs of these girls and their babies!  
 
Example - If there is a girl who cannot afford diapers/ formula/baby food this month, the    
school(s) will reach out to us and we will get word to our members that VCRL is in immediate 
need of said item. We are trusting that our members will step up and provide!!  
 
With the overturn of Roe v. Wade, we are seeing a shift in the Pro-Life movement. This is our 
chance to become more visible in our community as a source of help and hope for girls in 
need. 
  
If you would like a chance to be a part of this amazing opportunity, please consider joining   
Valley City Right to life today! We are stepping out in faith and it’s going to take an army!  
 
Stacey Berntson, President VCRL stacey.berntson@gmail.com  
 
Deb Bopp, Vice President VCRL deb.bopp2@gmail.com   

VALLEY CITY RIGHT TO LIFE 

Dear Friends of Life, 
     The North Dakota Right to Life organization has been serving as the voice for unborn children since 1970. 
Since the United States Supreme Court legalized abortion in January of 1973, more than 60 million lives have 
been destroyed. We need to use our energy, diligence, and especially prayer to ensure that everyone is made 
aware that every life is sacred as it comes from God. We believe that God has designed a particular plan and 
purpose for each life. We reject the idea that a woman has any special right to destroy another human being for 
her own convenience. This vulnerable and defenseless unborn child is a unique member of humanity. 
    Right to Life is a local, state, and national organization with chapters across the United States. Our vision is 
that all vulnerable persons in our society are protected throughout the span of their lives from conception to     
natural death. Our goal is that all abortion, infanticide, and euthanasia be ended and through education and     
legislation, every person’s attitude and commitment changes to a fervent respect for all human life.  
    Will you please prayerfully consider joining or renewing your 2022-23 membership today? Our Valley City 
Chapter meets the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at Grace Free Lutheran Church and we welcome 
you to attend to unite in our efforts in protecting life. Each passing week, approximately 30,000 unique and      
precious lives are taken away by abortion. 
PLEASE ACT IMMEDIATELY FOR LIFE!!! MANY THANKS AND MAY GOD BLESS!!! 
Sincerely in Life, 
Darlene Kerzman, VC RTL Treasurer/Membership Chairperson 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Individual RTL Membership Dues 
$10 - Local RTL  $25 – ND State RTL   $35 – Both Local and State 
Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone: ___________________________ Email: __________________________________________ 
 
Amount Enclosed: ___________________________   
 
Please write checks to NDRL Valley City Chapter and mail to: 
Darlene Kerzman 
11953 SE 33Y Street 
Valley City, ND 58072-9414 



 

FREE MOVIE FOR THE VALLEY CITY COMMUNITY 
 

Elim Evangelical Free Church is again hosting a movie for the good 
of the VC community. The excellent movie War Room will be 

shown free of charge at 4:30 on Sunday, February 5 at the Valley 
Twin Cinemas. Please come join us and invite your friends and   

family to come with you!! We hope to see you there!! 



Synod Q & A 

(Part 3) 

 

Is the Synod a New Idea? 
 

Diocesan Synods began to appear as early as the fourth century. Regarded as important 
instruments in effecting conciliar renewal, they have been celebrated in many dioceses in 
the past and a growing number more recently. The Diocese of Fargo held synods in 1941 
and 1951. 

 
What is the Purpose of a Synod? 

The purpose of the Diocesan Synod is to assist the Bishop in the exercise of the office 
proper to him, namely, that of governing the Christian community. This purpose 
determines the particular roles to be ascribed to those priests who partake in the work of 
the synod “as wise collaborators with the Order of Bishops, their helpers and chosen 
instruments, and who are called to serve the People of God”. The synod also offers the 
Bishop the opportunity of calling to cooperate with him and with his priests some 
members of the laity as well as some chosen religious. This is a particular form of that 
responsibility and concerns all of the faithful in building up the Body of Christ. 

The work of the synod is to promote acceptance of the Church’s salvific doctrine and to 
encourage the faithful in their following of Christ. Since the Church is “sent into the world 
to proclaim and bear witness to that communion by which it is constituted, as well as to 
actualize it and to spread it,” the synod also seeks to further that apostolic zeal which 
inspires so many ecclesial activities promoted by the guidance of lawful Pastors. As all 
community and missionary renewal is necessarily dependent on the holiness of God’s 
ministers, it is appropriate that such should be concerned with the continued betterment 
of clerical life, the formation of the clergy and the promotion of vocations to the 
priesthood and to the religious life. 

Who Directs the Synod? 

In the process of the synod, the Bishop exercises the office of governing the Church 
entrusted to his care. He determines its convocation, proposes the questions to be 
discussed in the synod and presides at the synodal sessions. Moreover, it is the Bishop 
who, as sole legislator, signs the synodal declarations and decrees and orders their 
publication. 

For his part, the Bishop directs discussions during the synodal sessions and, as a true 
teacher of the Church, he will instruct and correct when such is deemed necessary. 
Having heard the members of the synod, his will be the duty of discernment of the 
various opinions expressed, he will scrutinize everything and retain that which is good. 



It is the bishop’s task to make sure, nevertheless, that the discussions do not stray to 
areas of faith, morals, or doctrine which are determined at the universal level.  

 

 

 

What role do Participants of the Synod Play? 

Those who participate in the synod “assist the diocesan Bishop”  by formulating their 
opinion or “votum” with regard to the questions which have been proposed by him. This 
“votum” is defined as “consultative,” so as to indicate that the Bishop remains free to 
accept or not the recommendations made to him by the members of the synod. 
However, this does not imply that such a “votum” is of little importance or merely an 
“external” consultation involving someone with no responsibility for the final outcome of 
the synod. In virtue of their experience and their counsel, those who participate in the 
synod also collaborate actively in drawing up those declarations and decrees, which are 
properly called “synodal”, and by which the episcopal government of the diocese is 
inspired for the future. 

 

What is the Outcome of the Synod? 

At the conclusion of the synod, the bishop, by signing the synodal declarations and 
decrees, vests with his authority all that is taught or obliged by them. In this way 
episcopal authority expresses its true character of ministry - which implies “hearing its 
subjects” and “calling on them to cooperate generously”  in seeking to discern the will of 
the Spirit at a given moment in a diocese - and not the imposition of an arbitrary will. 
Communion and mission, both indispensable aspects of the Church’s pastoral activities, 
constitute “the good of the diocesan community” mentioned in Canon 460 as the final 
object of the synod. 

 

 

https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cbishops/documents/rc_con_cbishops_doc_20041118_diocesan-synods-1997_en.html#_ftn14
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cbishops/documents/rc_con_cbishops_doc_20041118_diocesan-synods-1997_en.html#_ftn18


An opportunity to deepen  
your personal relationship with 

the Holy Trinity  
and fellow members of  

the Body of Christ. 

Everyone Welcome! 

February 17-19, 2023 
St. Cecilia’s  

Catholic Church 
Social Center,  
Harvey, ND 
Friday 6:30 p.m. to 
Sunday 3:30 p.m. 

Pre-registration is appreciated by Feb. 10th. 
 

For more information or to pre-register contact Rosalie Axtman at  
324-2706  raxtman@gondtc.com or stcecilia@gondtc.com  324-2144 
 

Housing:  Cobblestone Inn : 701-635-2222   R  & R Motel: 701-324-2271 
Artos Motel :701-324-4602       
No cost housing available at St. Cecilia's Social Center. Please contact 
Rosalie prior to the weekend for arrangements at the Social Center. 

The weekend includes: Mass; Praise & Worship; Talks & Testimonies; 
Small Group Discussion; Eucharistic Adoration;  

Healing of  Hurtful Memories.  
Cost of  the weekend is free will donation. 

Life in the  
Spirit Seminar 

Spiritual Director: Fr. Kevin Boucher 

Asst. Spiritual Director: 

Deacon Jonathon Brewer 



2023 Life in the Spirit Retreat Weekend, February 17-19, 2023 in Harvey, St. Cecilia’s 
 

 

First Name____________________________ Last Name ______________________________ 

                                         Please print 
 

Address ______________________________________________________________________ 

City ___________________________________ State _____________ Zip _________________ 

Email (please)__________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone Number ______________________________________________________________ 

Age (please) ________________________ Circle One:      Male   or   Female 

Home Parish ____________________________         

Is this your first time attending a Life in the Spirit weekend?  Yes or No 

Do you have any special needs that we should be aware of in our planning?  (Handicap accessibilities, 

diet restrictions, food allergies, or other that you feel we should be aware of.)  
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Accommodations:  

No cost housing available at St. Cecilia's Social Center. 

I would like to stay at the Social Center.   Yes or No    (Dormitory style, & must bring your own bedding & 

towels)  

Or you may make your own reservations at these local motels in Harvey: (remember it will be for two 

nights, Fri. Feb. 17th and Sat. Feb. 18th.  Please call ahead and make your arrangements). 

 Cobblestone Inn & Suites – 410 Brewster St E - 701-635-2222  

 Artos Motel – 2291 Hwy 3 NE  -701-324-4602                                                  

 R & R Motel – 930 Business 52 - 701-324-2271 

In case of an emergency who should we contact:  Name ________________________________ 

Telephone number ______________________________________________________________ 

If you have any other questions, please email Rosalie Axtman at raxtman@gondtc.com or call/text  

701-341-1962; or at stcecilia@gondtc.com  or call the St. Cecilia Parish Office at 701-324-2144 during business 

hours, Tues-Thursday. 
 

Once you return your registration, you will receive a letter of welcome (email preferred, please list above) 

and what you should bring for the weekend to encounter our Living and Loving God, who continues to bless us 

with the power of the Holy Spirit.   

We look forward to seeing you at Life in the Spirit in Harvey, February 17-19, 2023. 

 

Please return this form to: St. Cecilia’s Catholic Church, Attn: Life in the Spirit                                                                

413 Brewster St. E, Harvey, ND  58341 

The cost of the weekend is a freewill offering. 

  

Invite your friends and relatives to come and encounter Jesus.   

mailto:raxtman@gondtc.com
mailto:stcecilia@gondtc.com
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