
MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Sat 27 Nov   7.30pm  Month’s Mind Sandra Mitchell. 
      Birthday Remembrance Peg Ennis, Ballinafagh &  

   remember her husband John & son Edward & all the  
      deceased members of the Ennis & Gannon families. 
      Patricia Barker. 
      Andy Mitchell & deceased members of the Mitchell & 
      Carroll families. 
Sun 28 Nov 10.00am  Patricia Dunney. 
      Ann Ennis, Firmount, Clane. 
Mon 29 Nov    9.30am    
Tue 30 Nov   9.30am  November Dead List. 
Tue 30 Nov 10am to 12noon Eucharistic Adoration after Mass. 
Wed 01 Dec   9.30am  Sr. Laurence Monahan – recently deceased. 
Thur  02 Dec   9.30am   
Fri 03 Dec   9.30am  Birthday Remembrance Michael Murphy, Landenstown 
Sat 04 Dec   7.30pm   
Sun 05 Dec 10.00am  Mary Dempsey & remember her husband Kit. 
      Margaret (Mai) Curry, late of Killybegs House.       

                            
 

Advent Invitation 
 

Jesus lived in turbulent times. Social divisions were everywhere. The poor were exploited by the 
occupying forces and let down by their so-called leaders (religious and civil). Annihilation 
seemed imminent. Peoples’ spirits and hopes had been coarsened by the brutality of life around 
them. Racism was rampant with its consequent disrespect for the preciousness of each individual 
person as a unique child of God. It was in such an atmosphere that Jesus came preaching by word 
and example, a gospel of hope, justice, generosity, care, love and worship. It was a daunting 
message then and now. 
In this Sunday’s liturgy, we glimpse a critical moment in His mission. ‘Watch yourselves or your 
hearts will be coarsened’ was His stern warning. Are our hearts being coarsened today? Is the 
culture of our time hindering our growth in becoming sensitive to goodness and to need wherever 
they arise? Are our hearts being coarsened by our attitudes to status, privileges, privacy, security, 
money, competitiveness, independence and community service and care?  In facing this Gospel 
challenge, we take hope in the Lord’s reassurance through Jeremiah that He will fulfil His 
promise to be always with us. (1st reading) 
Advent is an invitation to ‘Stay Alert, praying at all times for the strength to survive all that is 
going to happen and to stand with confidence before the Son of Man’ (Luke 21:36). 
As we strive to build a new normal in these Covid times, this Advent is a renewed invitation to 
each of us to be transformed into a disciple of Jesus. 
Have I the courage to accept?   Is the cost of such friendship treasure too high? 
Do I really want to be a fully committed disciple friend of Jesus? 
Advent will tell. 
 
                                                                         Written by Fr. Tom Clancy for The Intercom Magazine 

 

 
  

“Advent is a continuous call to hope. It reminds us that God is present in history to lead it to 
its ultimate goal and to its fullness, which is the Lord Jesus Christ. God is present in the 

 history of humanity; He is the ‘God with-us’, He walks beside us to support us.’  
                                                                                                                                        POPE FRANCIS  

 

 
THE PRAYER OF ADVENT: Come, Lord Jesus 

 

The traditional prayer of Advent ‘Come, Lord Jesus’ brings us straight to the heart of what this 
season is about. The word 'Advent' stems from the Latin 'Adventus,' meaning 'coming’ or 
‘arrival’. It speaks to our yearning for the presence of Jesus in our lives and to a deep down 
recognition for the need of this presence above all things. At the beginning of a new Church year, 
over the Four Sundays of the Advent season we ready ourselves for the joy of Christmas when we 
remember and commemorate the birth of Christ. But Advent is also about preparing ourselves for 
His second coming. We are reminded of this second coming in many phrases that we hear or say 
at Mass, for example ‘as we look forward to his second coming’, ‘when he comes again in glory’, 
‘as we await the blessed hope and the coming of our Saviour’. This second coming is a central 
theme from the beginning of Advent right up to the 17th December. At that point, our attention 
and preparation shifts more to the commemoration of His first coming on the feast of the Nativity. 
And yet as we prepare to remember his coming at Christmas and to anticipate his Second 
Coming, we also recognise that the risen Christ is always coming to us. In these Advent days, 
Jesus, ‘God with us’, the Lord who is HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE, reaches out to us and walks 
with us. As we journey through these days are we ready to welcome him again and again into our 
life? Are we ready to pray Maranatha! Come, Lord Jesus!  
 

THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

The advent wreath has a rich meaning. The circle of the wreath, with no beginning or end, 
symbolises the eternity of God. The evergreen reminds us of the everlasting life we have in Christ 
while any pine cones or pods in the wreath represent new life and resurrection. The four candles 
represent the four Sundays of Advent. Purple is traditionally a colour of penance and prayer while 
the rose pink candle that is lit on the Third Sunday (Gaudete/Rejoice Sunday) marks our joy as 
we move ever closer to Christmas. As you light a candle on your Advent wreath for the first time, 
pray this prayer of blessing and take a moment to talk to God about how you will journey through 
Advent this year, alone or as a household. Finish your time of prayer with the Advent prayer: 
Come, Lord Jesus! 
 

A BLESSING PRAYER 
 

Loving God, let your blessing come upon us as we light this wreath. May it be a sign of hope for 
us as we prepare for your coming and may it turn our hearts to you in the days ahead. Give us 
your peace and love as we wait in joyful hope. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Come, Lord Jesus! 
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THOUGHT FOR THE DAY  
 

“Good people are like candles, they burn 
brightly to give others light”. 

 

PRIEST PHONE NUMBERS 
Parish Office:                045-841806 
Fr. Bernard Reyhart  085-2325095 
Our Diocesan Website is www.kandle.ie 
Our Website is: Prosperousparish.net 
Parish Email: parishoffice@prosperousparish.net 

 

Safeguarding children 
Parish Designated persons: 

Máiread Harman & Billy Carey 
Contact through Parish Office on 045-841806 

  

Diocesan Safeguarding Director: 
Ms. Kathleen Sherry  Tel: 085-8021633 

Email: safeguarding@kandle.ie 
 

MINISTERS OF THE WORD 
This Week: Caroline Ennis & Valerie Moran 
Next Week: Paddy O’Reilly & Pat Kehoe 

 

MINISTERS OF THE EUCHARIST 
This Week: Des O’Doherty & Siobhan Mullins 
Next Week: Ann Dempsey & Sheila Walsh 

 

BAPTISMS  
We welcome into our Christian 
community of Prosperous: 

 

Hannah Beth Behan, Robertstown. 
Weng Yap, Mapletoft Close. 
  

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Eucharistic Adoration will continue in our 
Church each Tuesday from 10am until 12noon 
(after morning Mass). Eucharistic Adoration 
will also be available via Webcam. 

 

PARISH EMAIL & WEBSITE 
Email: parishoffice@prosperousparish.net 

Website: www.prosperousparish.net 
 

CHRISTMAS CARDS 
We have a selection of Christmas Cards in 
aid of the Hospice and Trócaire on sale in the 
Parish Shop. 
 

CHRISTMAS MASS BOUQUETS 
The Christmas Mass Bouquets are now on sale 

in the Parish Shop €6 each. 
 

USED STAMPS 
Just a reminder to keep collecting your used 
stamps for St.Patrick’s Missionary Society. 
Please drop them into the Parish Office 
 

FIRST FRIDAY 
Friday next, 3rd December, is the First Friday of 
the month and Mass will be celebrated in our 
church at 9.30am and available also on our 
webcam.  
 

SICK CALLS 
Please note that Fr. Bernard will not be visiting 
the sick this week but instead will make his 
house visits for December on Friday 17th 
December. 
 

CATECHISM CORNER 
 

There are ‘as many paths to God as there are 
people' according to Emeritus Pope Benedict 
XVI and the study of the Catechism is one of 
them. The Bible is the source of our faith. 
However we cannot understand Sacred 
Scripture without help, as we see when St Philip 
asked the Ethiopian if he understood what he 
was reading. "How can I unless someone guides 
me?" he said (Acts 8:31) The Church guides us 
through preaching, particularly at Mass, and 
though learning Christian doctrine. 
The Catechism will explain how our Catholic 
faith stands authenticated on three pillars, the 
Bible, Sacred Tradition and the teaching of the 
Church. It is an overview of all that Catholics 
need to know about their faith - including the 
hard bits.  
Your Question: How long now is the fast 
before receiving Holy Communion which used 
to be from the previous midnight? 
 

LITTLE WAY, CLANE 
The ‘Little Way’ Calendar 2022 is now on sale 
for €5 - available from the Parish Office.   
A CD ‘Memories of the Shamrock Star Ceili 
Band’ is on sale for €10 and all proceeds go to 
the “Little Way” Cancer Support Centre, Clane. 
CD’s available from the Parish Office, 
Prosperous or phone Margaret @ 087 2724366 
 

PROSPEROUS ECO-CONGREGATION 
We have put up the survey results of Prosperous 
Wild-life Garden for you to enjoy! Please have 
a look at the back of the Church at our notice 
board.  
 

 

A smile and a chat can make someone’s 
day. Let’s dare to care this week and 
connect with someone we know is on their 
own. Let’s go for a walk together or simply 
have a chat on their doorstep. 
 
 

 

 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 
Annual Christmas Appeal 

 

Each year around this time our local St. Vincent 
de Paul Conference conducts their annual 
Christmas appeal.  Unfortunately, due to Covid 
-19 restrictions we will not be collecting in 
person at the Church.   Instead, there will be a 
collection box for St. Vincent de Paul in the 
church porch during all Masses on the 11th 
and 12th of December.  
We have also placed St Vincent de Paul 
collection boxes in our local Post Office and 
Londis Supermarket, Prosperous. 
The funds raised will be spent here in our own 
local Community helping those who need it 
most with food, heat and educational costs 
throughout the year and with extra help at 
Christmas.  We rely almost entirely on the 
support of you, the generous parishioners of 
Prosperous/Caragh Parish. 
Many thanks for your continued support.    
Prosperous/Caragh Conference. 
 

ADVENT RESOURCES 

The diocese of Kildare & Leighlin have 
prepared some useful ideas for Advent.  We will 
have a weekly bulletin printed and left in our 
church porch. These resources will also be 
added weekly to the advent page on 
Kandle  www.kandle.ie/advent-resources/ 
 

 

iCatholic player can be accessed via 
www.icatholic.ie 

 

 

TRÓCAIRE 
 

Buy a Trócaire Gift of Love and send your love 
around the world.  If you want to make the 
world a better place this Christmas, if you want 
to give a gift that shows how much you 
care..then please, give a Trócaire Gift of Love. 
Together, we can help people improve their 
lives, escape poverty and look forward to a 
brighter, better future.  
There are six kinds of gifts you can choose 
from, each one with the power to transform 
lives in different ways. No Gift can change a 
life, like a Trócaire Gift of Love. 
The fastest and easiest way to shop for Gifts of 
Love is online at: www.trocaire.org/gifts 
You can also call Trócaire on 1850 408 408 
with your credit or debit card details. 
 

Pope to persons with disabilities: “The Church is 
truly your home" 

Pope Francis assures people with disabilities 
that the Church is truly their home, saying the 
Church is a community of imperfect people and 
sinners who are in need of God’s forgiveness. 
The Pope expresses the Church’s closeness to 
them in a message on the occasion of the United 
Nations International Day of Persons with 
Disabilities, 3 December.   
Friends of Jesus: The Pope’s message, released 
by the Vatican at a press conference on  
Thursday, has as its theme, “You are my 
friends” (Jn 15:14). “We are called to be friends 
of Jesus,” the Pope says, adding that this can 
serve as the spiritual key to accepting the 
limitations that all of us have, and thus to be at 
peace with them. This in turn can lead to a joy 
that “fills hearts and lives.”  “The Church is 
truly your home!” the Pope assures people with 
disabilities. “We, all of us together, are Church, 
because Jesus chose to be our friend . . . 
Everyone has a part to play; no one is a mere 
extra.” Hence, “each of you,” he says, “is also 
called to make his or her own contribution to 
the synodal journey” in “a participative and 
inclusive ecclesial process.” 
Prejudices:  Unfortunately, the Holy Father 
points out, even today many people with 
disabilities “are treated as foreign bodies in 
society.” He says, “You can feel that [you] exist 
without belonging and without participating,” 
and that “much still prevents [you] from being 
fully enfranchised.” “Discrimination,” he notes, 
“continues to be all too present at various levels 
of society; it feeds on prejudice, ignorance, and 
a culture that finds it hard to appreciate the 
inestimable value of each person."  “The 
continuing tendency to regard disabilities as a 
kind of disease,” he laments, “contributes to 
keeping lives separate and stigmatizing you.” 
Discrimination in the Church:  In the Church, 
the Pontiff says, “The worst form of 
discrimination is the lack of spiritual care” 
which is sometimes experienced in the form of 
denying access to the sacraments to those with 
disabilities.  In this regard, the Pope stresses the 
Church’s teaching that “no one can deny the 
sacraments to persons with disabilities” — for 
Jesus does not call us servants, women and men 
of lesser dignity, but friends: confidants worthy 
of knowing all that He has received from the 
Father.   
Written By Robin Gomes for Vatican News 


