
MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Sat 18 Dec   7.30pm  Remembrance Mass – Jimmy & Carmel Storey. 
      Patrick Dunne late of Coill Dubh & remember his wife  
      Anne late of Barrington Court. 
      Mary Donnelly, Donore. 
      Pat Moran. 
      Ned Ennis. 
Sun 19 Dec 10.00am  Remembrance Mass Michael Murphy, Landenstown. 
      Remembrance Mass Finn & Mary McCarthy & deceased  
      members of the McCarthy & Corrigan families. 
      Remembrance Mass Patrick Doherty & deceased members  
      of the Doherty and Brady families.  
       Billy Travers & Fr. Joe Travers & remember the deceased  
      members of the Travers family. 
Mon 20 Dec    9.30am  Mark & Paddy Byrne & deceased members of the Byrne  
      family.  
Mon  20 Dec   7.30pm  Penitential Service. 
Tue 21 Dec   9.30am   
Tue 21 Dec 10am to 12noon Eucharistic Adoration after Mass. 
Wed 22 Dec   9.30am  Josie & Larry O’Neill & deceased members of the O’Neill 
      family. 
Thur  23 Dec   9.30am  Mick O’Toole & deceased members of the O’Toole & 
      Lavin families. 
Fri 24 Dec       5.30pm  Christmas Eve – Children’s Mass 
Fri 24 Dec   7.30pm  Christmas Eve – Children’s Mass 
Fri 24 Dec   9.00pm  Christmas Eve – Vigil Mass 
Sat 25 Dec 10.00am  Christmas Day Mass 
Sat  25 Dec 11.30am  Christmas Day Mass 
Sun 26 Dec 10.00am  Patrick Tracey, Prosperous. 
      Sarah Kenny. 
 

  

 

 
GOSPEL REFLECTION FOR CHILDREN 

 

 What do you remember from the reading today?   
 

While Mary is pregnant with Jesus, she goes to visit her cousin Elizabeth who is also expecting a baby. 
As soon as Elizabeth sees Mary she is filled with joy. Why do you think this is? 
 

Elizabeth is filled with the Holy Spirit and recognises that Mary’s baby will be the Son of God. How 
do you think Mary feels when Elizabeth says this to her? 
 

Who here has a baby brother or sister? Do you remember when you were told that there would be a 
new baby in the family? How did it make you feel? How did you feel when they were born?  
 

Babies are special. They need a lot of looking after. Can you think of some things that babies need?  
 

Are there some things that you can do for yourself that a baby can’t? 
 

No matter where in the world that they are born, all babies need the same things. They need someone 
to love and care for them. They need someone to feed them and to keep them warm and clean.  
 

Blanca lives in El Salvador. In some parts of El Salvador, especially in the countryside, it can be hard 
for people to see a doctor or get the healthcare that they might need. 
 

But Blanca was able to visit a healthcare clinic supported by CAFOD when she was pregnant and when 
she had her babies. Along with other new mothers in her area, she has also learned about how to take 
care of her children and what food is healthiest for the baby and for the whole family. This helps them 
all to stay well.  
 

She says, “Whenever I’ve come here. They’ve always taken care of me.” 
 

Blanca knows she has somewhere to go for help and support for herself and her baby, and that she and 
all the women in her community have health experts to turn to when they need.  
 

As we remember how Mary and Elizabeth were filled with joy as they waited for their very special 
babies to arrive, let’s pray for all the other babies around the world who are all special too. 
 

God loves us all, even the tiniest baby. Let us remember God’s love for us, and for all people, and think 
about how we can show love to others in this coming week. 
 

How do you think you could show love to others? Either a baby or new parent in your family. Or to 
another family member, friend, or even to a person that you don’t know.  
 

We can show love by visiting someone, sharing things, sending a message, or by helping. We can show 
love for our brothers and sisters around the world by doing what we can to make the world a fairer 
place for all people to live and by treating others as we would like to be treated.  
 

What will you do this week to show love for others?  
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THOUGHT FOR THE DAY  
 

“Challenges are what make life interesting and 
overcoming them is what makes life 

meaningful.” 
 

PRIEST PHONE NUMBERS 
Parish Office:                045-841806 
Fr. Bernard Reyhart  085-2325095 
Our Diocesan Website is www.kandle.ie 
Our Website is: Prosperousparish.net 
Parish Email: parishoffice@prosperousparish.net 

 

Safeguarding children 
Parish Designated persons: 

Máiread Harman & Billy Carey 
Contact through Parish Office on 045-841806 

  

Diocesan Safeguarding Director: 
Ms. Kathleen Sherry  Tel: 085-8021633 

Email: safeguarding@kandle.ie 
 

MINISTERS OF THE WORD 
This Week 

Tom O’Rourke & Deirdre Fitzpatrick 
Christmas Eve 

5.30pm:  Martha Daly 
7.30pm:  Angela O’Dwyer 
9.00pm:  Paddy O’Reilly 

Christmas Day 
10.00am: Denis McKennedy 
11.30am: Tom Crehan 

St. Stephens Day 
10.00am: Siobhan Mullins 

 

MINISTERS OF THE EUCHARIST 
This Week: Paddy O’Reilly & Gay Blake 
 

 

BAPTISMS  
We welcome into our Christian 
community of Prosperous: 

 

Clae George Murphy 
Emerson Way. 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Eucharistic Adoration will continue in our Church 
each Tuesday from 10am until 12noon (after 
morning Mass). Eucharistic Adoration will also be 
available via Webcam. 

 

CHRISTMAS CARDS 
We have a selection of Christmas Cards in aid of 
the Hospice and Trócaire on sale in the Parish 
Shop. 
 

CHRISTMAS MASS BOUQUETS 
The Christmas Mass Bouquets are now on sale in 

the Parish Shop €6 each or available from the 
sacristy after Mass. 

 

 
 

CHRISTMAS PENITENTIAL SERVICE 
Our Christmas Penitential Service will take 
place in our church on Monday 20th December 
at 7.30pm. 
 

 

AN ADVENT TRADITION -  
RECONCILIATION 

 

An important aspect of preparing for Christmas 
for many people is the celebration of the 
sacrament of reconciliation or confession. The 
honest assessment of our lives that Advent calls 
for will, invariably, lead us to seek God’s 
forgiveness, mercy and love. As we draw closer 
to Christmas take some time to consider: What 
in your life would you like to change? From 
whom do you need to share or seek forgiveness? 
For what do you want to say sorry to God? 
Remember our parish reconciliation service is 
on Monday night 20th December at 7.30pm. If 
you are isolating and unable to attend, be 
assured that a sincere prayer asking for the 
Lord’s mercy is already part of the journey to 
the Sacrament. Already before confession, a 
person on that journey enjoys the forgiveness of 
God. 
 

Act of Contrition 
O my God,  
I thank you for loving me. 
I’m sorry for all my sins,  
for not loving others and not loving you. 
Help me to live like Jesus and not sin again. 
Amen 
 

 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 
Christmas Eve - December 24th  
5.30pm  Children’s Mass 
7.30pm  Children’s Mass 
9.00pm Christmas Vigil 
 

Christmas Day – December 25th 
10am  & 11.30am 
 

ADVENT FOR CHILDREN 
There is still time to enter the Colouring 
Competition which we have left in the church 
porch. Prizes can be won for the best entries. 
Advent Week 4 work sheet for children is also 
available in our church porch. We also continue 
our Gospel reflection for children in our 
bulletin. We ask parents to encourage children 
to get involved in these activities.  
 

iCatholic player can be accessed via 
www.icatholic.ie 

ADVENT RESOURCES 

The diocese of Kildare & Leighlin has prepared 
some useful ideas for Advent.  We will have a 
weekly bulletin printed and left in our church 
porch. These resources will also be added 
weekly to the advent page on 
Kandle  www.kandle.ie/advent-resources/ 
 

CHRISTMAS ENVELOPE 
COLLECTION 

The Christmas Dues for the support of the 
priest in our parish is now due. Please use the 
yellow envelope in your box of weekly 
envelopes. Extra envelopes are available from 
the back of the church if you do not already 
have one. 
 

CHRISTMAS ONLINE COLLECTION 
The Christmas Dues for the support of the 
priest in our parish are now due. Online 
Donations can be made to:- 
Prosperous Parish Clergy Account  
IBAN: IE25 AIBK 9332 3650 4890 36BIC:   

  

BIK:   AIBKIE2D  
 

Please include your name with any money 
you transfer. 
 

CHRISTMAS BASKET COLLECTION 
The Basket Collections during the masses on 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day will go 
towards the support of the priest here in our 
parish. 
 

CATECHISM CORNER 
 

Christmas is a Christian Feast. Christmas is 
about a Child, a real child, the birth of Jesus. 
You can read CCC par.525 and 526.to get a 
better idea.  And don’t forget there is going to 
be a prize for the best answers to the “Your 
Question”s. 
Your Question: What does the colour purple 
mean in the Church? 
 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 
Annual Christmas Appeal 

 

Thank you for your support – without your 
help we simply would not be able to support 
our fellow parishioners. St Vincent de Paul 
have placed collection boxes in our local 
Post Office and Londis Supermarket, here in 
Prosperous.    

LITTLE WAY, CLANE 
The ‘Little Way’ Calendar 2022 is now on sale 
for €5 - available from the Parish Office.   
A CD ‘Memories of the Shamrock Star Ceili 
Band’ is on sale for €10 and all proceeds go to 
the “Little Way” Cancer Support Centre, Clane. 
CD’s available from the Parish Office, 
Prosperous or phone Margaret @ 087 2724366 
 

 

LET’S KEEP THE CHRIST  
IN CHRISTMAS 

 

Let’s keep the Christ in Christmas, 
May Christ reign in our hearts; 
It’s all about the Son of God, 

This Gift, God did impart. 
When lowly shepherds heard the news, 

They went to see the One – 
The promised One of glory, 

God’s precious Son. 
The wise men, too,  

saw the star and knew 
A King was born that day. 

They went to pay Him homage, 
That babe upon the hay. 

Let’s sing a song of Christmas 
Full of joy and cheer. 

The hope the earth has longed for 
Has come in Christ most dear. 

 

 
 

REAL JOY 
 

What is Christmas without Jesus Christ? 
It’s a holiday full of stuff. 

Money & stress, teaching kids greed, 
Some people are saying “Enough!” 

 

“Love one another”, our saviour said. 
It’s all about Love, not things. 

Let’s teach the children to serve, and create 
The real joy the true Christmas brings. 

  

                                          By Joanna Fuchs 
 

 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
 

Please note the parish office will open this week 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday from 10am to 
12noon. It will be closed for Christmas from 
Friday 24th December to Wednesday 5th January 
inclusive.  
 

 

USED STAMPS 
Just a reminder to keep collecting your used 
stamps for St.Patrick’s Missionary Society. 
Please drop them into the Parish Office. 
 


