
MASS INTENTIONS 

Sat  08 Jan   7.30pm  Margaret Gannon & remember her husband Noel. 
      Joe Carey & deceased family members. 
      Timmy Brien. 
      Michelle Patchell. 
Sun  09 Jan 10.00am  Christy (Traithnin) Treacy. 
Mon 10 Jan   9.30am   
Tue 11 Jan   9.30am  Mai Murphy. 
Tue 11 Jan 10am to 12 Noon Eucharistic Adoration after Mass. 
Wed 12 Jan   9.30am  Communion Prayer Service 
Thur  13 Jan   9.30am   
Fri  14 Jan   9.30am   
Sat  15 Jan   7.30pm  Martina McGovern & remember her son Frankie. 
      Liam O’Connor & deceased family members. 
      Nancy O’Farrell. 
Sun  16 Jan 10.00am  Denis & Catherine Dunney & deceased members of the  
      Graham & Dunney families. 
      Tim Cassidy. 
      Remembrance on the anniversary of Mona Casey and 
      also remember her husband Paddy. 
 

  
 

RECENTLY DECEASED 
 

Christopher Conliffe, Lisburn, Co. Antrim (brother of Kevin) 
Our sincere sympathy to his family at this sad and difficult time. 

 

 
 

Synod – what is it all about? 
A 6 minute video, ‘All you need to know – synod on synodality’ can be viewed 
on www.kandle.ie/synod at the bottom of the page in the dropdown box ‘synod resources’. Please take 
time this Christmas to pray for the synodal journey we are setting out on in the months ahead. 

 

    
 

THE MEANING OF THE SNOWFLAKE   
  (by Holley Gerth) 

Every new snowflake comes to the earth 
as a picture of our Saviour’s birth, 

because they are sent from up above 
and remind us of God’s care and love. 

 

Each one is so intricate and small 
because Christ sees the details of us all, 

and just as two are never the same 
the Lord knows and calls us each by name. 

 

Snowflakes gently cover the world in white 
and hide what’s unlovely from our sight, 

showing us how He covers our sin 
and gives us His grace when we come to Him. 

 

So may every snowflake bring Christ to mind 
and in every bit of white may you find 

a reason to celebrate anew  
and a reminder of His love for you. 

 

 
Gospel Reflection for children 

 
What do you remember from the Gospel reading?  
 

We hear about how John the Baptist was baptising people with water.  
Can you remember what he says?  He says that someone is coming who is more 
powerful than he is. Who do you think that person is? 
John says he is not good enough to untie the strap of Jesus’ sandals. What do you 
think John means by this? 
All of us are important in our own special way, and we are all important enough to 
serve Jesus. Jesus welcomes us all and sees that we all have special gifts and talents 
to share. 
 

What happens after Jesus is baptised? 
Jesus prays, and while he is praying, the Holy Spirit comes down like a dove. Then 
a voice comes from heaven. Whose voice do you think this is? What does God say? 
(You are my Son and I am pleased with you) 
 

Jesus is the Son of God and he is filled with the Holy Spirit.  
We are all God’s children and we are also filled with the Holy Spirit at our baptism. 
What difference do you think being filled with the Holy Spirit makes? We can tell if 
the Holy Spirit is working in us by the way that we act and how we treat other 
people.  For instance, we can share what we have with others who do not have 
enough. We can be kind to others. We can try to make our world a fairer and better 
place for all people to live in.  
 

Some fruits of the Spirit are love, peace, kindness and generosity. How do you think 
you can be kind, loving and generous to others? How can you bring peace?  
We are all God’s children no matter where in the world we live, no matter where we 
come from or what we look like, whether we are rich or poor.  We are all members 
of the same global family. And so we try to be loving, kind, generous and bring 
peace to all people. In this way, we hope that others will be able to see the fruits of 
the Holy Spirit and our baptism in all that we do.  
 

How will you show the Holy Spirit working in you in this coming week? 
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THOUGHT FOR THE DAY  
 

“Alone we can do so little;  
together we can do so much” 

 

PRIEST PHONE NUMBERS 
Parish Office:                045-841806 
Fr. Bernard Reyhart  085-2325095 
Our Diocesan Website is www.kandle.ie 
Our Website is: Prosperousparish.net 
Parish Email: parishoffice@prosperousparish.net 

 

Safeguarding children 
Parish Designated persons: 

Máiread Harman & Billy Carey 
Contact through Parish Office on 045-841806 

  

Diocesan Safeguarding Director: 
Ms. Kathleen Sherry  Tel: 085-8021633 

Email: safeguarding@kandle.ie 
 

MINISTERS OF THE WORD 
This Week 

Kevin Kiernan & Sheila Walsh 
Next Week 

Paddy O’Reilly & Mary O’Mahoney 
 

MINISTERS OF THE EUCHARIST 
This Week 

Rosarii McKennedy & Mary Daly 
Next Week 

Des O’Doherty & Siobhan Mullins 
 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
November 

Envelopes €1872.50  Basket €1935.50 
December 

Envelopes €5752.00 Basket €1857.00 
 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Eucharistic Adoration will continue in our 
Church each Tuesday from 10am until 12noon 
(after morning Mass). Eucharistic Adoration 
will also be available via Webcam. 

 

USED STAMPS 
Just a reminder to keep collecting your used 
stamps for St.Patrick’s Missionary Society. 
Please drop them into the Parish Office 
 

COVID-19 Support Line for Older People 
ALONE manage a national support line and 
additional supports for older people who have 
concerns or are facing difficulties relating to the 
outbreak of COVID-19 (Coronavirus). 
Professional staff are available to answer 
queries and give advice and reassurance where 
necessary. The support line is open seven days a 
week, 8am - 8pm, by calling 0818 222 024. 

CHRISTMAS COLLECTIONS 
Many thanks to all our parishioners who 
contributed to our church collections over 
Christmas. Your generosity is very much 
appreciated.          Fr. Bernard 
 

 

THE CRIB 
Our Crib will remain in our church for the 
next few weeks.  Due to the ongoing Covid-
19 restrictions we ask people not to 
congregate around the crib after Mass but to 
come back and visit at a quieter time outside 
of Mass times. Please adhere to social 
distancing at all times. 
 

 
 

PROSPEROUS PARISH OFFICE 
The parish office is open to the public 
Thursdays and Fridays from 10am to 12noon.  
Please remember to follow the HSE 
guidelines at all times.  Mass intentions can 
be booked by calling 045-841806 or emailing 
parishoffice@prosperousparish.net   
Please remember to leave your phone number 
with your message. 
 

 
 

The Gate of the Year  
 

I said to the man  
who stood at the gate of the Year 
“Give me light that I may tread  

safely into the unknown” 
And He replied, 

“Go into the Darkness and put your hand 
into the hand of God, 

That should be to you better than light and 
safer than a known way”. 

 

by Minnie Louise Haskins – 1908 
 

 

CHURCH ENVELOPES 
The church envelopes for 2022 were 
delivered over Christmas. We are aware that 
we have new people living in our parish or 
some parishioners who have not yet 
registered for envelopes – if anyone would 
like to contribute to our church please contact 
the parish office for a box of envelopes.  
 

 

iCatholic player can be accessed via 
www.icatholic.ie 

 

The Magi teach us the need for humility  
to worship God 

In his Angelus address on Epiphany Day, Pope 
Francis invites Christians to abandon our 
pretence of self-sufficiency and make ourselves 
little inside, so that we can rediscover the 
wonder of worshipping Jesus. 
Pope Francis on Thursday held out the Magi 
who visited the Baby Jesus as models of 
humility.   
“Their prostration is the sign of those who place 
their own ideas aside and make room for 
humility and the vibrant desire to worship.”  
 January 6, the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the 
Lord, is a holiday in the Vatican and in Italy.  It 
commemorates the Gospel episode of the visit 
of the Magi, or the 3 Wise Men, from the East 
to Baby Jesus in Bethlehem, following a star. 
The event is the first manifestation of Christ to 
the gentiles or non-Jews, underscoring the 
Church’s fundamental mission of preaching 
Christ to the world.   
Worshipping “a poor child” 
Pope Francis noted that the wise men, guided by 
the wondrous sign of the star, faced a long and 
difficult journey to go and adore “the king of the 
Jews”.  After travelling many roads and making 
many sacrifices, they were neither scandalized 
nor disappointed to find “a poor child” with His 
mother. Without complaining, “they fell down 
and worshiped him.” 
Wise, rich, educated and well-known as they 
were, the Pope pointed out, it is surprising that 
the illustrious men bowed down on the ground 
to adore a baby.   
It is normal to prostrate oneself before a leader 
who presents himself with the trappings of 
power and glory, but doing so before the Babe 
of Bethlehem was not that easy, the Holy Father 
said.   
God's "littleness" 
“It is not easy to adore this God, whose divinity 
remains hidden and who does not appear 
triumphant. It means accepting God’s greatness 
that manifests itself in littleness. The Magi 
humbled themselves before the unheard-of logic 
of God, they accepted the Saviour not the way 
they had imagined him to be, but as he was, 
small and poor,” Pope Francis said. “Their 
prostration is the sign of those who place their 
own ideas aside and make room for God.” 
Thus they are open to worship God. “The 
treasures they open are images of their open 
hearts: their true wealth does not consist in their 

fame, their success, but in their humility, their 
awareness of their need of salvation.” 
Abandoning the pretence of self-sufficiency 
“If we always remain at the centre of everything 
with our ideas, and if we presume to have 
something to boast of before God," Pope 
Francis warned Christians, "we will never fully 
encounter Him, we will never end up 
worshipping Him”. 
“If our pretensions, vanity, stubbornness, 
competitiveness do not fall by the wayside, we 
may well end up worshipping someone or 
something in life, but it will not be the Lord!” 
Instead, if we abandon our pretence of self-
sufficiency, if we make ourselves little inside, 
we will then rediscover the wonder of 
worshipping Jesus. 
Adoration comes from humility of heart. Those 
who are obsessed with winning will never be 
aware of the Lord’s presence. “Jesus passes 
nearby and is ignored, as happened to many at 
that time, but not to the Magi,” the Pope said.  
Pope Francis concluded by urging Christians to 
examine their conscience regarding humility 
and openness to God and others against self-
centeredness and pretences, and whether they 
consistently pray and worship believing they are 
always in need of Jesus. 
 

Written By Robin Gomes for Vatican News 
 

COLOURING PAGE 
In our church porch you will find a picture of   
“The baptism of the Lord” for children to take 
home and colour in. We ask parents to 
encourage their children to read and discuss the 
Gospel reflection on the front page of our 
bulletin. 
 

 

FORGIVE  
By Joanna Fuchs 

 

Forgive someone. Today forgive. 
Turn from bitter to positive. 
End frustration, anger, pain; 

Wash the anguish from your brain. 
 

No need to reconcile or tell; 
Just feel better and get well. 

A brand new, peaceful life to live, 
That’s your gift, when you forgive. 

 

 
 

WE WISH ALL OUR PARISHIONERS  
A HAPPY, SAFE & HEALTHY 

NEW YEAR.  
LOOK AFTER EACH OTHER 

 


