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Mass Schedule for this week 
Monday, December 14, 2020 
 Saint John of the Cross 
           9:00 AM  NO MASS 
Tuesday, December 15, 2020 
 Advent Weekday 
 9:00 AM  +Frank and Florence Polokowski/ 
                           Charles and Margaret Jessick 
Wednesday, December 16, 2020 
 Advent Weekday 
 9:00 AM +Judith Niederhauser/ 
  Debbie &Scott, Dicus and Family 
Thursday, December 17, 2020 
             Advent Weekday 
          9:00 AM +Tom and Theresa Doraski/ 
   Paul, Chris, and Shane 
Friday, December 18, 2020 
 Advent Weekday 
 9:00 AM +Dorothy Alex/ 
     Sally Abraczinskas 
Saturday, December 19, 2020 
 Advent Weekday  
 9:30 AM; 3:15 PM Confessions (see side bar) 
 3:30 PM  The Holy Rosary 
 4:00 PM  +Leo and Helen Wegrzynowicz/ 
                               Eleanor and Helenann 
Sunday, December 20, 2020 
 Fourth Sunday of Advent 
           7:30 AM  The Holy Rosary 
           8:00 AM  +Leo Doraski/Stan and Mary Carr 
         10:00 AM  The Holy Rosary 
         10:30 AM  For the people of the parish 

In the charity of your prayers, kindly remember the happy re-
pose of the soul of: 
Dolores Spaulding, sister of Catherine Koschoff, Rita Oshman, 
and Paul Haladay, who died in Arizona.  May she rest in peace, 
[and] 
Rose Marie Brommer, mother of Father Joshua Brommer, a 
priest of our diocese. May she rest in peace. 
 

We ask you to continue to pray for relatives, friends, and 
neighbors who are ill,  
Eleanor Miller, Henry Doraski, Father Daniel P O’Brien, Shirley 
Omalia, Jeff Sutton, Dorothy Dalessandro, Sister Jacqueline Tier-
ney, Tony Pizzi, Christina McClatchy, Mary Lagaz, the retired 
priests of the Diocese of Harrisburg.  
To add a name please call the parish office at 799-5642 press 4 
when you hear the prompts. 

 

Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Church 
304 Slabtown Road 

Catawissa, Pennsylvania 17820 
570.799-5642 

 

Mass Schedule: 
Saturday afternoon:  4:00 PM 

 Sunday morning:  8:00 and 10:30  
 Weekday:  Usually at 9:00 AM; check the bulletin. 

Holydays:  Depends on the feast and the day of the week. 
 Confessions:  Saturday afternoon at 3:15 or anytime by appointment. 
Baptism—at the convenience of the family after consultation with Father. 

 

Third Sunday of Advent—December 13, 2020 

Special Schedule of Christmas Masses  
Christmas Eve: 2:00 PM, 4:00 PM, 6:00 PM 

Christmas Day:  8:00 AM 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Saturday, December 26—4:00 PM 
Sunday, December 27—8:00 AM and 10:30 AM 

Your gifts for the Advent Giving Tree can be 
brought to the landing on the Saint Joseph side of the 
church, and left on the table there. Someone will move 
them to the parish hall regularly.  Please keep in  mind 
that the final day for bringing these gifts fast ap-
proaches—December 18. 
 

Sacramental Confession for Christmas 
 Unfortunately, there has been a major decline in 
the use of the Sacrament of Penance. Here is another 
casualty of the spread of Covid 19. (Truly its use was 
declining even before that.) People are afraid to come to 
church—let alone to take advantage of the Sacrament.   
 I will do what I can to help. Next Saturday morn-
ing, December 19, I will hear Confessions face-to face 
(with proper social distancing and masks,) from 9:30-
10:30 AM., in the front of the church near the altar. 
Those who may be waiting will be asked to gather in the 
back pews for privacy. 
 Again on Wednesday, December 23, I will be in 
the confessional for the sacrament from 6:30-7:30 PM. 
You should still wear a mask for the safety of all who 
might be present.  
 The confessions of sins is generally painless, if 
true honesty is in your heart, and you are ready to ask 
the Lord to lead you to the Christmas crèche—with all 
your soul.  Be mindful that your children will be watch-
ing.  As we could point our their faults, we should be 
well-aware of our own AND be willing to give an exam-
ple of what good parents and grandparents are doing to 
strive for holiness. 
 

The January Fundraising Project is a raffle with 
only 200 tickets to be sold @ $10 each. The prize will 
be $500. Those winnings can help to offset some of 
your Christmas bills if you are the winner.  It is basi-
cally a larger 50/50 but you get the $500 and the par-
ish gets $1500 to continue the payoff on the debt, 
and put funds away for future projects and bills that 
we know are coming.  Tickets are on sale soon! 

Vigil Lamp before the Most Blessed Sacrament 
For the intention of Dave Homiak. 

Vigil Lamp before the Blessed Virgin Mary 
For the intention of Dave Homiak. 



 

 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus,  
I believe that You are present in the  
Most Holy Sacrament of the altar.  

I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment receive You  

sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  

I embrace You as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 

 

Have YOU been taking advantage of 
www.CatholicBrain.com? The website has NEW 
material every day of the week. It mentions the “Saint 
of the Day,” if there is one, makes important points on 
the aspects of the Season of Advent, as examples.  
Don’t sell yourself short.  Check out the website every 
day.  We can learn so much about our Catholic Faith. 
Catawissa Food Bank 
This month (December) the food bank is asking for 
jelly and ketchup.  January—soup; February—cans 
of spaghetti and ravioli; March—hamburger helper. 
 

Our Lady of Mercy Collection Tally 
Weekend of December 5-6, 2020 

Regular:  $1,576 Monthly Maintenance:  $440. 
Christmas Flowers:  $544     Votives:  $5. 
Indebtedness to the Diocese: $2,969.41 (as of 12-
07-20) WOW!! 
Original Loan Amount: $19,955.96 
Thank you very much for the support you give to our 
Parish. 
 

YOU’D BE NUTS IF YOU DON”T GO FOR THIS! 
This weekend and next, the members of the Parish 
Finance Committee have committed themselves to 
help you with your Christmas buying and shopping. 
Although the packs of nuts from Hornes in Georgia 
are a little difficult to get in a stocking—they would 
make great gifts—add a bow, and just tell your family 
and friends that you bought “nuts” for a “nut.” 
Prices:  Praline Crunch, $18. a box 
  Pecan Turtles, $20. a box 
   Pecan Praline Patties, $16. a box 
  Chocolate Covered Pecans, $18. 
 

The profit from the December 4 Friday “take out 
meal” amounted to a little over $2,000. (net)  Thanks. 

FROM THE WORDS OF THE SCRIPTURES 
 The prophet’s words in the Book of Isaiah are 
bursting with hope: “The Lord ... has sent me to bring 
glad tidings to the poor, to heal the brokenhearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the captives and release to the pris-
oners, to announce a year of favor from the Lord.” As 
we enter the third week of Advent, these words may 
resonate more deeply for many of us as we look back 
on 2020. We know that for many of the world’s peo-
ple, struggle can be an everyday reality; however, after 
this year marked by pandemic, mourning, racial injus-
tice, and mounting unemployment, the prophet’s hope-
filled words may hit home more acutely. Regardless of 
what 2020 has been like for us, Advent is a reminder 
that we have reason for hope: in Emmanuel, God with 
us. Let us prepare our hearts and our minds for Christ’s 
coming through prayer, confident that the Lord will 
fulfill the promises of the prophet. 
              © Faith Catholic, Lansing, Michigan 
 
 

Where are you? This might be a good 
time to remind our parishioners that cur-
rent addresses, phone numbers, and e-
mail addresses, (if you have one,) are 
vital, in this digital age. If we are to know 
where you are and the best way to reach 
you, should it become necessary, we 
need to be up to date. This is especially 

true if you no longer have a land line but rely on your 
cell phone as the easiest means of communication. 

Our Lady of Mercy Parish Announces: 
“Frost-’Bite’ Festival” 

Similar to our Summer Picnic—but “COOLer” 
Saturday, February 13, 2021 

Delicious “take out” foods 
And “cool” raffles 

Mark Your Calendars; 
Tell Your Friends. 

More information to be posted later. 

 You may not ever come to realize the determination and work involved with the Fundraising Committee.  It is 
their intention to keep Our Lady of Mercy Parish as a viable part of this community, and the Diocese of Harrisburg. 
They spend hours, literally, discussing new ways to raise money—FOR THIS PARISH—so that it can meet its obliga-
tions and still be able to help “US” to be self-sufficient—to the extent that is possible. 
 Everything that is being done and accomplished is because of their hard work. They are a handful (in more 
ways than one,) who have decided that Our Lady of Mercy is worth their time and money.  (Many of the regular work-
ers donate food, materials, baked goods, and major cash toward the cost of some projects.) 
 The other constant in this is—we are always looking for new help.  There is an effort being made to contact 
people who may be willing to take on different aspects of raising what is needed to keep us on a decent financial foot-
ing.  Volunteers are sometimes scarce.  But you would be very surprised at what your good will, talent, and gener-
osity can accomplish.  Your help HELPS OLOM! 

The Third Sunday of Advent— 
Gaudete Sunday  
For much of the Church’s history, 
this Sunday had a special name: 
“Gaudete” Sunday. The traditions sur-
rounding this Sunday go back as far as 
the fourth or fifth century, as does the 
season of Advent itself. Advent, our 
preparation for Christmas, was origi-
nally a forty-day penitential season like Lent. In fact, 
since it used to begin on November 12 (just after the Me-
morial of St. Martin of Tours), it was called “St. Martin’s 
Lent.” “Gaudete Sunday” was the Advent counterpart to 
“Laetare Sunday,” which marks the midpoint in Lent.  
 On Gaudete Sunday, the season of Advent shifts 
its focus. For the first two weeks of Advent, the focus can 
be summed up in the phrase, “The Lord is coming.” But 
beginning with Gaudete Sunday, the summary might be, 
“The Lord is near.” This shift is marked by a lighter mood 
and a heightened sense of joyous anticipation. Liturgi-
cally, the colors lighten as well. The priest usually wears 
rose-colored vestments, a hue seen only on Gaudete Sun-
day and Laetare Sunday. On this day, we light the third 
candle of the Advent wreath, which is also rose-colored, 
or if you prefer, pink.  
 The word “Gaudete” is Latin for “Rejoice.” In 
times when the focus of our anticipation is often on the 
negative and fearful, this celebration is a reminder that 
God who loves us is still in charge and that we await his 
coming not with fear, but with tremendous joy.  


