
Kindergarten 
Program



St. Bartholomew Mission Statement

St. Bartholomew Catholic School empowers all students in 
our faith-filled welcoming community to grow in mind, body 

and spirit.

La escuela católica de St. Bartholomew da la bienvenida a 
todos los estudiantes a nuestra comunidad de Fe, y los 
fortalece para crecer en la mente, el cuerpo y el espíritu.

 



Leader in Me
This program gives students opportunities to build leadership through the 
discovery of their unique gifts. It is through these gifts that students become 
actively engaged in their education and become more responsible to 
themselves, their classmates and their school.

Description: The 7 Habits are as follows - Be Proactive, Begin With the End in Mind, First Things First, Think 
Win Win, Seek First to Understand - Then to Be Understood, Synergize, and Sharpen The Saw.

Thursday afternoon lessons - Students and staff will meet in their homerooms for 50 minute lessons each 
week to discuss the habits and how to incorporate these habits in their own lives and into our school 
culture.



Indiana Department of Education 
(IDOE) Kindergarten Readiness

https://www.doe.in.gov/earlylearning/families

https://www.doe.in.gov/earlylearning/families


Important Kindergarten Life Skills  
➔ Independent bathroom use including being able to zip and button pants.

➔ Students should be able to zip their own coats and jackets.

➔ For lunch and snack time, students should be able to open containers sent into 
school and be able to open milk independently.

➔ Students need to be able to verbalize basic needs. (Example: “I need help with …”) 
Students should be able to say, “Hello”, “Good morning”, and acknowledge that they 
know someone is trying to communicate with them. 

➔ Students should be able to recognize their FIRST and LAST names - both when 
spoken and written. 

➔ Students should be able to sit quietly through Mass, listen and pay attention. They 
should not need to use the restroom during Mass unless it’s an emergency.



Important Information 

● Kindergarten has a separate Afternoon Car Pick up Line. Parents must be lined up 
by 2:50pm, if you arrive after please join the other car lines.

● Bus Transportation - BCSC high school buses provide transportation to St. B’s.

● Volunteers must complete Safe Parish training and background check  
https://www.archindysafeparish.org/ 

● If you are a Catholic family, register as Parishioners AND be sure to turn in 
Stewardship Card EVERY spring.

https://www.archindysafeparish.org/


Kindergarten Teachers and Assistants

● KA Teacher - Mrs. Thompson tthompson@stbirish.net
○ KA Assistant - Mrs. Moran kmoran@stbirish.net 

■ (Spanish for KA/KB)
● KB Teacher - Mrs. Smith bsmith@stbirish.net

○ KB Assistant - Mrs. Algee lalgee@stbirish.net

mailto:kmoran@stbirish.net
mailto:bsmith@stbirish.net
mailto:lalgee@stbirish.net


Mrs. Theresa Thompson, KA
My philosophy is to provide a safe and respectful environment that is challenging yet non-threatening, where all 
students have equal opportunity to learn and are inspired to do so daily. I plan to challenge them to reach their highest 
potential. I believe that I will only get from my students what I expect from them therefore, I will expect their very best.  
My desire is for them to blossom and to believe in their ability!

I have taught elementary children for the last 34 years.  I have taught Kindergarten for the last 19 years.  I graduated 
from Indiana University with a Bachelor of Sciences in Elementary Education.  I also earned three additional 
endorsements in Science, Math and Kindergarten. Since obtaining my degree, I have continued to take classes, and 
attend seminars.  I have been trained in Orton-Gillingham.  A very positive interactive way of gaining phonemic 
awareness for beginning readers. I am always eager to continue my endeavor to learn. Sometimes I even learn from 
my students.  I am looking forward to a wonderful year with your child.

In my free time, I enjoy spending time with my family, (two daughters 2 dogs and 2 cats and some fish).  I also enjoy 
working in my yard.  Most of all I enjoy teaching Kindergarten students just like your child!

We will have a great year together… learning to read, learning math, creating art, making new friends and much more.



Mrs. Becky Smith, KB
My philosophy is that students thrive in an environment where they feel a part of the classroom community, while 
being respected as the unique individuals that they are.  I believe that the teacher's role is to use modeling, 
questioning, hand-on activities, and practice to lead students to new knowledge.  Students learn in different ways, 
and new concepts need to be taught in a variety of ways to meet the needs of all students.  

This is my 8th year teaching at St. Bartholomew! I went through RCIA in 2006, and was immediately drawn to 
serving the church. I have been a lector at 5:00 Mass since completing RCIA, and also currently serve on the Liturgy 
Planning Committee. In the past, I have served on the Worship Commission, Pastoral Council, and the RCIA Team. I 
have also taught Kindergarten Sunday School and Preschool Vacation Bible School. Prior to starting at St. 
Bartholomew, I worked for fourteen years in an early childhood setting, including nine years teaching Kindergarten, 
and three years as an educational coordinator. I received my bachelor’s degree in elementary education with a 
science endorsement from IUPUC/IUPUI, my Kindergarten Endorsement from Indiana State University, and my 
master’s degree in elementary education with a concentration in reading from Indiana University.

My husband Charlie and I have been married for 8 years. He teaches 6th, 7th, and 8th grade social studies and 
religion at a parochial school in Seymour, where we live.  We have a terrier-corgi mix, named Bella.

I am very excited to begin another year at St. Bartholomew!



Kindergarten Curriculum Overview
● Reading and Language Arts - Wonders by McGraw Hill
● Heggerty--Phonemic Awareness Program
● Orton Gillingham Approach to teaching reading - multisensory, 

sequential, phonics-based  
● Math - Envision by Pearson
● Religion - Christ in Us by Sadlier
● Science - Discovery Education, National Geographic, STEM and OLL
● Social Studies - Into Social Studies The World Around Us by Houghton 

Mifflin Harcourt
● Minds in Motion - used to stimulate visual/auditory processing & improve 

motor skills valuable to learning



Classroom 
Schedule

7:15 – 8:00 Breakfast & Morning Work & Morning Tubs

8:00-8:15 Heggerty

8:15-9:00 Orton-Gillingham

9:00-9:15 Snack & Story

9:15-10:15 Literacy Centers

10:15-10:45 Writing

10:45-11:20 Recess

11:20-11:30 Prepare for Lunch

11:30 – 12:00 Lunch

12:00 - 12:40 Specials

12:40-1:00 Rest/Recess

1:00-1:50 Math

1:50-2:15 Social Studies or Science

2:15-2:45 Religion

2:45-3:00 Pack up/Dismissal

An example schedule of a 
typical day in Kindergarten.



Projects for KA and KB
In KA and KB we do a lot of cutting, building and 
creating.  Our work can come from the letter we are 
studying that week or from the story we are discussing in 
class.

We love to work for our community.  Last year we made 
dog toys and dog treats for the local Humane Society 
during Catholic Schools Week in late January.

We do outside projects in the Outdoor Learning Lab 
(OLL) greenhouse & gardens.  We plant seeds and watch 
them grow into tall sunflowers or learn what happens 
when you compost a pumpkin!



Reading
The best gift you can give your child this year, is to read to 
them!

It is exciting times when your child learns the first steps 
toward reading, expand their vocabulary, and write the letters 
of the alphabet. Next comes the Sight Words!

They will begin reading the signs on the way to school, later 
you will find them in their room, quietly reading a book. They 
will be able to tell you what happened in the story or what is 
coming next. 

How can you help at home? READ, READ, READ… it only 
takes a few minutes a day.



Heggerty Phonemic Awareness
10 components included in each Heggerty Kindergarten lesson:
● 8 phonemic awareness skills
● 1 letter name and letter sound recognition activity
● 1 language awareness activity developing an understanding of words, 

sentences and learning nursery rhymes

Daily lessons teach early, basic, and advanced skills such as:
● Rhyming and onset fluency
● Isolating final or medial sounds
● Blending and segmenting words, syllables, and phonemes
● Adding and deleting phonemes
● Substituting phonemes



Writing in Kindergarten
Your child will be taught to write their name and 
simple CVC (consonant, vowel, consonant) words; 
such as hat, red, and dog. 

Later, they will write short, simple sentences like “The 
cat ran home”.  We will even begin to write stories.

A favorite activity is our Christmas wish list to Santa. 

How can you help at home? Keep a jar of crayons, 
pencils or markers and have your child write a letter or 
sound out a word.



Numbers & Counting in Kindergarten
Your Kindergartner will learn to recognize, write, order and count objects 
up to the number 30. 

Then, they will learn to add and subtract small numbers (add with a sum 
or 10 or less and subtract from 10 or less).

Later, they will count to 100 by ones and tens. They will also be able to 
identify which has more, which has less.

The focus on addition and subtraction will continue through 2nd grade. 

How can you help at Home? Count stuffed animal on their bed. While 
driving, ask what number comes next or which number is larger. Cut 
numbers out and ask your child to put them in order.

https://www.doe.in.gov/standards/mathematics



Religion Class
● We read devotions on most mornings (with the exception of Mass 

days, as this is our religion study for the day).
● Please feel free to send any prayer requests that you would like us 

to pray for/about as a class.
● Using our Christ in Us curriculum, we will be learning the 

importance of God in our lives, the true meaning of the Advent, 
Lent, Christmas and Easter seasons.

● We will learn simple prayers and the importance of prayer in our 
lives. 

● Mass will be attended via livestream in the classroom each 
Thursday morning.

● Students are expected to follow the appropriate postures (sitting, 
standing, kneeling) and be active listeners, whether in the seats in 
class, or in the church pew during Mass.



Seasons
At this age, kids grasp the basic concepts of time and 
seasons. They can identify the time of everyday events 
to the nearest hour - for example, they leave for school 
at 7:00 am and eat dinner at 6:00 pm. 

How can you help at home? 

Use and explain words like morning, noon, night, 
yesterday, today and tomorrow.

Don’t forget the four seasons, what changes in the 
weather and what we wear throughout the year?  
Discuss the seasons (colorful leaves, snow, blooming 
flowers).



Homework
Have fun on this journey with your child. 

How can you help at home?

Kindergarten Goals can be used each night 
for homework. Just do one or two blocks 
each night.



Questions & Answers
Do Kindergarten students need any shots?

According the Indiana State Department of Health, ALL students are 
REQUIRED to be up-to-date on ALL immunizations. This is for EVERY 
grade level. If you are unsure about your child’s immunizations, please 
check with your doctor. If you have questions about the information that 
is needed for St. Bartholomew School, please contact Mrs. Hotek at 
nurse@stbirish.net

mailto:nurse@stbirish.net


Thank you! Questions?
Please send your questions to Mrs. Albanese (English) at 
calbanese@stbirish.net or Mrs. Martinez (Spanish) anmartinez@stbirish.net 

mailto:calbanese@stbirish.net
mailto:anmartinez@stbirish.net

