
    

A Note from Father David 
 

It is my hope that as we move through this season of Advent this year, that we may all have 
the opportunity and take the time to reflect and pray on what is most important to us. 
When so much is taken away, we can be motivated to “get back to the basics” our faith, 
our daily needs, and our deepest longings for meaning and hope. All active registered 
parishioners have received a mailing from me about Advent, Christmas, and a few parish 
and archdiocesan updates. Please stay connected to your faith community as best you can. 
Check out the parish website for the latest opportunities for the sacrament of reconciliation, 
spiritual enrichment, quiet prayer time in church, and the Christmas weekend mass schedule. 
 
I know that signing up for Christmas masses is not what we are used to. I appreciate your 
flexibility and patience as we try to warmly accommodate and welcome our worshippers 
with limited church capacity. If you cannot physically join us at this time, please take time 
with the daily mass Scripture readings-they are so full of hope and anticipation of what our 
awesome God can do for us and through us. Come, Lord Jesus! 
 

   
Raffle tickets have been sent. Please help us, as this is our only major fundraiser at this time 
to augment our parish revenue. Many people give tickets as Christmas gifts. There is a 
chance to win every week. If you did not get tickets, or would like more, you can come to 
the parish office during open hours. Thanks so much! 
 

   
At this writing in early December, we are past the half way point of our target of 
$50,727.00. If you haven’t yet responded with at least a pledge which can be paid in the 
coming months, please do so when you can. It will be a stress to the parish’s budget to have 
to make up any shortfall in our target by next spring. 
 

  
Thank you to everyone who made a sacrificial offering for the annual retired religious 
collection this weekend. Your offering may still be brought to church next weekend or to 
the parish office. 
 
Gifts for the giving tree are due on Saturday, December 19, and may be brought to church 
or the parish office. 
 
May have already given their Christmas offertory, and I thank you. To be exempt from the 
archdiocesan assessment, we must receive your Christmas offering by Sunday, January 3, 
2021. 
 

  
Join us for some prayer time in church at St. Mary on Monday from 6:30 to 7:30 pm or 
here on Thursday from 9:00 am to 10:00 am. The priests will be available for individual 
confessions or spiritual conversation in church at St. Mary after their Tuesday 6:00 pm mass 
and Thursday 12:15 pm mass. We will be available here on Tuesday after the 8:15 am mass 
and Wednesday from 4:00 to 5:00 pm.  
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Parish Directory
Rev. Fr. David Burgard, 
Pastor

734-241-8910 ext. 105

Rev. Fr. Giancarlo Ghezzi, PIME, 
Associate Pastor

fathergiancarlo@gmail.org
734-241-8910 ext. 115

Dcn. Zaid Chabaan, 
Transitional Deacon

dcnzaid@gmail.com

Julie Dull, 
Finance Director

financedir@stjohnmonroe.com
734-241-8910 ext. 104

Cathy Rogers, 
Office Manager

parishoffice@stjohnmonroe.com
734-241-8910 ext. 100

Amy Cooke, 
Music Director

musicdir@stjohnmonroe.com
734-241-8910 ext. 107

Leslee Smith, 
Director of Faith Formation 

DFFmonroe@gmail.com
734-241-6097

Monroe Catholic 
Elementary Schools

www.mcesmonroe.com 
734-241-6335

Kyle Kubik, 
Executive Principal 

Karol Applin,
St. John Campus Assistant Principal

Melody Setzler,
St. Michael Campus Assistant Principal 

Amber Scudder, 
St. Mary Campus Assistant Principal

(RCIA) Rite of Initiation for Adults:
Anyone interested in inquiring about the 
Catholic faith, or in becoming a member 
of our Catholic Community, is invited to 
contact the parish office at 
parishoffice@st ohnmonroe.com.

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Call the parish office to make for baptism 
dates at least one month in advance.

Sacrament of Marriage:
By arrangement with the pastor at least 
six months prior to planned date.

St. John Finance Council

Fr. David Burgard Don Lieto
Peter Fales Peg Mueller

Steve Goodman Matt Zwack 

St. John Parish Council

Fr. David Burgard Ralph Carducci
Eric Kuehnlein Pam Mushung
Ray Hartman Angela Venier

2020 Christmas Mass Schedule for 
Downtown Monroe

I want to give you a heads up that we are having a different approach to 
the Christmas Masses this year. Since we have limited capacities in our 
churches, and since Christmas is so close to a weekend, we will be asking 
people to consider the whole four day weekend, from Christmas Eve, 
Thursday, December 24, through Sunday, December 27 as one celebra-
tion of Christmas. The archbishop is asking everyone who is able to physi-
cally to come to Mass to plan on comin  once that weekend Thur-Fri-Sat-
Sun  for our Christmas Mass. This way we can better accommodate 
everyone. The Masses will all have the same Christmas “feel”, with no 
special features like involvement of the children or choir musical pieces 
(since we cannot have choirs at this time). Please sign up on Sign Up 
Genius for the Christmas Mass you would like to attend at 
https://tin url.com/ k8l6xw. If the Mass you prefer is already full, 
please choose another Mass to attend.

For our regular parishioners, I would ask that you consider coming to Mass 
on Saturday afternoon or Sunday for Christmas to help us better accom-
modate our visitors and those that we cannot communicate with as easily. 
Thank you for your understanding as we strive to be welcoming evangeliz-
ing in this year that is not like any other that we have known.

Thursday, December 24
4:00 pm St. John the Baptist

4:00 pm St. Michael the Archangel 
4:00 pm St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception
6:00 pm St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception

6:30 pm St. John the Baptist
7:00 pm St. Michael the Archangel
8:00 pm Spanish Mass at St. Mary’s

10:00 pm St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception
Midnight St. Michael the Archangel

Midnight St. John the Baptist

Friday, December 25
9:00 am St. Michael the Archangel

10:00 am St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception

11:00 am St. John the Baptist

Saturday, December 26
4:30 pm St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception
5:00 pm St. Michael the Archangel 

5:30 pm St. John the Baptist

Sunday, December 27
7:30 am St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception
8:00 am St. Michael the Archangel 

9:00 am St. John the Baptist
10:00 am St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception
10:30 am St. Michael the Archangel 

11:30 am St. John the Baptist
2:00 pm Spanish Mass at St. Mary’s

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Christmas Flower Memorial
There are Flower Memorial envelopes in your 
envelope packets and at the back of 
church on the side chests. As 
always, a list of Flower Memorial 
names will be listed in the bulletin 
and on line after Christmas. 
Please consider this offering as 
we were unable to take up an 
offering for the Easter Season. 

For the Weekend of 
December 19/20

5:30 pm 9:00 am 11:30 am
Rebecca Brooks John Morris Joe & Bridgett Boggs

Weekl  Mass Schedule
Monday 8:15am - St. Michael Church
Tuesday 8:15am - St. John Church

6:00pm - St. Mary Church
Wednesday 8:15am - St. Mary Church
Thursday 8:15am - St. John Church

12:15pm - St. Mary Church
Friday 8:15am - St. Michael Church
1st Saturday 8:30am - St. Mary Church

Weekend Mass Schedule
Saturday 4:30pm - St. Mary Church

5:00pm - St. Michael Church
5:30pm - St. John Church

Sunday 7:30am - St. Mary Church
8:00am - St. Michael Church
9:00am - St. John Church
10:00am - St. Mary Church
10:30am - St. Michael Church
11:30am - St. John Church

Spanish 2:00pm - St. Mary Church

Saturday, December 12
D 5:30pm † Joseph A. Costello, Sr. by Mr. & Mrs. Jason Beck

† Allen Bressler by Sandy & Terry Banek
† Lisa Steffy by Michael Burger

Sunday, December 13
D 9am People of the Parish

D 11:30am † Chris Siterlet (birthday) by Mark Miller
† Joseph A. Costello, Sr. by Dr. Hunt
† Barbara Greashaber by Tim Greashaber
† William & Verna Burkardt by Laura Leicht
† Deceased Members of the Frank & Lucy Lazette Family by Darlene Diekman
† Charlene Pittman by Daniel Sordini

Tuesday, December 15
K 8:15am † Joseph A. Costello, Sr. by Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Iott

Thursday, December 17
D 8:15am † Monthly Memorials

Saturday, December 19
G 5:30pm People of the Parish

Sunday, December 20
9am † Diane Mack by Family

† Jim Kitchen by Sue Stadler
† Joseph A. Costello, Sr. by Mr. & Mrs. Jason Beck
† Julian & David LaRoy by Wife & Mother

11:30am † Marvel Felder by Pat & Pete Streasick
† John Burroughs by Amelia Cooley
† Lisa Steffy by Michael & Lynda McCarty

D - Fr. David Burgard  V G - Fr. Giancarlo Ghezzi  V K - Fr. Kishore Battu  V A - Fr. Allen Zobler  

In the First Reading for Mass this 
weekend we hear from one of the 
greatest prophets, Isaiah. Isaiah 
speaks in the person of Christ our 
Lord. Christ comes rejoicing into the 
world, because He is full of justice and 
righteousness. Isaiah’s beautiful 
prophecy of glad tidings to the poor, 
healing for the broken-hearted, and 
liberty to captives is the likely promise 
of restoration of homeland and free-
dom to an exiled and defeated ancient 
people. 

Isaiah is a very long book. It is typically 
broken down into three parts: first, sec-
ond and third Isaiah. Third Isaiah’s 
task was to encourage the flagging 
spirits of the returned exiles. Just as 
God has delivered the people from 
captivity, he tells them, so God would 
now help them to rebuild. Isaiah uses 
special marital imagery to describe the 
relationship between God and Israel. 
God had a special love for the Jewish 
people. The marital imagery Isaiah 
uses, is a reminder for us that we have 
to remember God’s special love for us 
in the good times and bad. In Baptism 
we have been joined to Christ in a un-
ion closer than marriage. 

During these days, where we continue 
to journey in this time of uncertainty, 
we should be encouraged for the faith 
in Jesus that sustains in good times 
and bad, in sickness and health. "You 
can never learn that Christ is all you 
need, until Christ is all you have."-
Corrie ten Boom

Be blessed and be a blessing,
Deacon Zaid 

A Note From

Deacon Zaid

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Thursday December 31
St. Mary - 4:30pm
St. Michael - 7pm

Friday, January 1
St. John - 10am

St. Michael - 8:15am

St. John's Prayers
St. John’s Prayer List exists for the purpose of 
remembering in our prayers all our parish family 
and friends who suffer physically, emotionally, or 
spiritually, especially: 

We are hopeful that many on the list have re-
ceived help and healing through the prayers that 
have been lifted up by our parishioners. If you are 
still in need of prayers and would like to remain 
on, or be added to our prayer list, contact the 
parish office. Names on the list will remain for a 
duration of six weeks. 

We can only publish the names of people who 
have consented to be added to the list. Please 
check with the individual before contacting us to 
protect their privacy. 

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY
Almighty and eternal God, Protect these soldiers as they 
discharge their duties. May the power of your love enable 
them to return home in safety, that with all who love 
them, they may ever praise you for your loving care. We 
ask this through Christ our Lord.

2d Lt Alexander L. Compean, USAF/USA

Third Sunday of Advent, December 13
Is 61:1-2a, 10-11; Lk 1:46-50, 53-54; 1 Thes 5:16-24; 
Jn 1:6-8, 19-28
Monday, December 7
Saint John of the Cross, Priest & Doctor / Church
Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a; Ps 25:4-9; Mt 21:23-27
Tuesday, December 8
Zep 3:1-2, 9-13; Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-19, 23; Mt 21:28-32
Wednesday, December 9
Is 45:6c-8, 18, 21c-25; Ps 85:9-14; Lk 7:18b-23
Thursday, December 10
Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-4, 7-8, 17; Mt 1:1-17
Friday, December 11
Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19; Mt 1:18-25
Saturday, December 12
Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Ps 71:3-6a 16-17; Lk 1:5-25
Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 13
2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29; 
Rom 16:25-27; Lk 1:26-38

WINNERS

Congratulations to the following mem-
bers who were winners in the weekly 
raffle during the office closure and dur-
ing our reduced office hours. You 
should expect your check soon.

November 16 Tisha Held
November 23 Chris Harris
November 30 Frank Calandra
December 7 due to publishing 

deadline, this will be 
announced next week

We need our Parish Faith Community 
to help us. We will be collecting the 
following grocery items in the coming 
months. We also gladly accept mone-
tary donations made out to: St. John 
Food Pantry

December: Canned Progress Soup 
or Campbell’s Chunky Soup
January: Cereal
February: Ramen Noodles

We also accept non-perishable food at 
any time. Please be sure items are not 
out of date. There are baskets for food 
drop-off in the church vestibule or 
bring items to the Parish Office. 

For further information about 
Christian Service or the Food 
Pantry, contact Lillian Williamson 
at lillianwilliamson@att.net or 
call 734-770-7046.

Please pray for the repose of the soul of 
Michael Roberts who entered into eternal life. 

Please keep his family in your prayers. 

May his soul, and all the souls of the
faithful departed, through the Mercy 

of God, rest in peace.      Amen.

Michael Dean Roberts

February 6, 1969
November 25, 2020

Please pray for the repose of the soul of 
Valerie Kiley who entered into eternal life. 
Please keep her family in your prayers. 

May her soul, and all the souls of the
faithful departed, through the Mercy 

of God, rest in peace.      Amen.

Valerie Ann Kiley

April 28, 1971
November 29, 2020

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Monroe Knights of Columbus Council #1266
Knights For Life

The Monroe Council would like announce AND thank every-
one who helped to make the 2020 "Coats for Kids" drive a 
huge  success! Battling through this pandemic year our  
Brother Knights rolled up their sleeves and worked persis-
tently determined to continue this much needed program for 

the needy children of Monroe. When all donations were  totaled we can actually 
announce that we will be purchasing more coats than last season!

The Monroe Council joined in this K of C national program in 2009. Each year as 
more Knights have join in with the drive the donations have increased and the 
total number of coats purchased has steadily multiplied. In our first year 15 cases 
were purchased. Now in our 11th year  we will be providing 26 cases of coats. 
That means 312 children will have safe  winter coats this year!

Money raised to purchase these coats came from members do-
nations, local businesses, and a Dance Class that was utilized 
as a fund raiser.  

All money raised in this program stays in Monroe County!  100% 
of the money raised go to purchase new coats. The coats will be 
distributed out to the public  November 21st. 

The Knights Of Columbus is the worlds largest Catholic Fraternal 
Service Organization, Charity is our foremost Principle. 

To learn more about us, go to  http://www.kofcmonroe1266.com

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 
AT ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 2020

SCRIPTURE AND REFLECTION
The parish clergy and staff will offer 
Sunday Scripture reflections on our parish 
website, www.stjohnmonroe.com. They 
will also offer daily reflections on the “O 
antiphons” from December 17 through 23. 

PRAYER
Come to church for quiet prayer time. Holy 
hours with exposition of the Eucharist. Mondays 
at St. Mary: , December 14, and 21 from 6:30 to 
7:30 pm. Thursdays at St. John the Baptist: 
December 17 from 9:00 to 10:00 am.

CHRISTIAN OUTREACH
The Giving Tree is set up in church. 
Please take a tag or two and purchase the named items 
for people in our local community. Return wrapped 
gifts, or the monetary value of the gift, with their tag 

visible, by Monday, December 21. The St. John food 
pantry is in need of monetary support and non-
perishable food items. Your offerings may be 
brought to the church vestibule or the parish office.

Monroe Catholic 
Elementary Schools
www.mcesmonroe.com

734-241-6335

Congratulations to our
Fall Raffle Winners!

1
st

Prize ($5,000)
Rob Bow

2
nd

Prize ($1,000)
Joe Malnar

3
rd

Prize ($500)
Cathy Miller

Dear Parishioners of St. John, 
St. Mary & St. Michael,

We sincerely thank you for your sup-
port of the 2020 Monroe Catholic Ele-
mentary Schools’ Fall Raffle.
The money raised directly impacts our 
ability to provide a high quality, Catho-
lic education to our students. 

This year certainly looks different! Our 
students must wear face coverings 
and practice social distancing and we 
have had to move to a virtual learning 
model for a time. Though we are pre-
sented with these challenges, we nev-
er lose sight of our mission and vision. 
Your support of our Fall Raffle helps 
us in continuing a legacy that stretches 
back 174 years to the founding of 
Catholic Education by the IHM Sisters 
in Monroe. 

The funds raised support our annual 
budget, offsetting the cost of tuition for 
our families. This budget includes 
teacher and staff salaries & benefits, 
new technology & curriculum re-
sources, and the experiences that 
make MCES unique and memorable 
for our students. 

We thank you for your support of 
MCES now and in the future.

God Bless,
Kyle Kubik
MCES Executive Principal

Mark Your Calendars: 
The MCES Auction is 

scheduled for March 20th!

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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http://www.mcesmonroe.com
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Needed Greeters/Cleaners 
Lectors, Greeters, EME, Parish 

Council members anyone 
that can help greet and 
clean after all Masses. 

Please contact Lillian Williamson 
at 734-770-7046 or 

lillianwilliamson@att.net

Ackerman & Ruman Families

Bacarella & Venier Families
Beck & Wehner Families

Robert & Joan Brennan
Fred R. Brossia Family

Patricia Blakey Burroughs
Christy Bates Carducci

Christy & Mary Carducci Family
Joseph J. Carrabino

Teresa (Carrabino) Hansen
Dominic Cicero, Jr.

Chester & Mildred Clark
Ann Clark

Theodore Colucci Family
Saverio & Mary Costello Family

Mary Jane Darrow
Rev. Albert Robert "Bob" DeSloover

Robert A. Dobberstein

Pat & Vera Drummonds Family
Robert J. Duffey Family

Kenneth & Wilma Dusseau Family

DuVall, Morrin & Cousino Families
Tom Gerweck

Rosemarie Hess-Schindler
Anna Hess

Lowell B. & Helen R. Hudson
Hudson & Gessner Families

Lauer & Bicking Families
Gus & Helen Janssens Family

Jonathon M. Keck
Thomas K. & Marie C. Keegan

Julian & David LaRoy
Jennifer (Martin) Layhew

Jerry E. Loughridge
Diane Mack

Dorian Mantei
William McIntyre

Barbara Metz

Armand & Lena Michelin Family

Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Miller & Family

Connie S. Niemi
Vincent J. Palazzolo

Pancone & Donofrio Family
Sebastian & Vincenzina Patania

Pollzzie & Bacarella Family
Edward J. Roecker

John A. Scheich
Joseph Scheich

Janice Sordini
Mr. & Mrs. Hubert Steffes & Family

Strauss & Grodi Families
Gregory Neil Thoma

Jeffery William Thoma
Joseph & Evelyn Thoma

Ron Thomas
William & Madeline Trawinski

Harold & Arlene Weaver

Gerald Windels

Saint John the Baptist Monthly Memorial

Lay Leanings... By Deacon Mike Stewart

An Advent Pra er – The Blue Van
Lord, when I hear that engine roaring down the street, I feel conflicted. 

On one hand, I pray that the familiar blue van would, just once, pass by our house 
without stopping. Please, Lord … just once. 

But on the other hand, Lord, that blue van has become a symbol of this busy 
season of giving, and especially in this year of pandemic, it represents a little sign 
of normalcy. 

That blue van challenges me, Lord, to step back from the need to find the perfect 
gift, and instead focus on why I’m giving in the first place, and who I’m giving to. 

Lord, that blue van also challenges me to see that, behind it all, is the gentle hand 
of you, the Giver of all gifts, without whom I would have nothing. And I pray, Lord, 
for the vision never to lose sight of your goodness. 

Lord, I find myself praying for the delivery person behind the wheel of that blue 
van, working hard to earn a living for their family, as I do for mine. And I ask you 
to keep them safe and healthy as they do so. 

Lord, through the symbol of that blue van, I find myself praying for a heart that can 
be satisfied with what you’ve already given me, without the need for filling up our 
house with things we don’t need. 

Help me to recognize that much of what we consume are ‘wants,’ when there are 
many right here in our community who have serious needs that go unmet every 
day. 

And finally, Lord, that familiar blue van challenges me to avoid the tendency to be 
so pre-occupied with Christmas, that I look right past Advent. 

Lord, grant that in this sacred season of preparation and of quiet waiting, that you 
will be born anew into those aspects of my life that I’ve failed, up to now, to 
surrender to you. 

Bless that blue van, Lord … even though it stopped at house again today. Amen. 

The LORD protects the simple; I was helpless, but he saved me. Psalm 116:6

© 2020 Mike Stewart, Email: layleanings@gmail.com, Used with permission

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Celebrate the life        Cherish the memories.

Trenton • Allen Park
Rockwood • Monroe

Allore Chapel

martenson.com • (734) 241-5225

NEIL C. MANCZAK, DDS

734.243.6282
5323 Raven Pkwy l RiverRockDentalMI.com

YINGER  PHARMACY
SHOPPE, INC.

All Insurance Plans Accepted  •  Fast, Personal Service
Delivery  •  Mon. - Fri. 9 am - 6 pm  •  Sat. 9 am - 2 pm

Jim Yinger, RPh • Holly Mills, RPh • Melissa Massengill, RPh • Eric Nagel, RPh

 1704 S CUSTER RD. 1036 N MONROE ST.
 243-5451 384-7044

yingerpharmacy.com

MILLER’S NU-TECH
PLUMBING & HEATING

241-5817 www.millersnutech.com

Residential & Commercial

15340 S. Telegraph Rd.

PARTY ROOMS AVAILABLE
Become a fan of us on facebook!    www.michigangrill.com

1140 S. Monroe St.
Monroe

Call 734-243-6690
for reservations

We do not work for an insurance company;
we work for you.

Monroe
5955 E Dunbar Rd.
P: 734-242-5100
F: 734-241-7148

Carleton
1124 Monroe St.
P: 734-654-6269
F: 734-654-9707

AUTO • HOME • LIFE • HEALTH • BUSINESS • ANNUITIES • BONDS www.wattsroofingllc.com 734-564-5776

Residential
Roof Specialists

STORM DAMAGE

RESIDENTIAL  COMMERCIAL  INDUSTRIAL

Fully Licensed and Insured
OVER 33
YRS EXP.

Rupp Funeral
Home, Inc.
2345 S. Custer Rd.

734-241-9300
www.ruppfuneralhomeinc.com

J. Ricardo Compean, MD

 327 Stewart Road, Monroe
compeanfamilymedicine.com

Office (734) 384-3660
Fax (734) 384-3661

- PARISHIONER -

F.G. ANGELO & SONS

734-241-4735

Concrete Contractors

612 Kaye Lani
Monroe

www.fgangeloandsons.com

Family Owned Since 1956

 909 N Monroe St.   241-1411

Owned by
your church

with 207 years
of respected

service

Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri • 8:30-2:00, Wed • 8:30-12:00, Or By Appt.

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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