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ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST PARISH 
511 South Monroe Street, Monroe, Michigan 48161    734-241-8910 

Office Hours: Monday 9am-4pm (Closed for Lunch 12-1pm);  
Tuesday 9am-3pm; Thursday 9am-3pm 

Closed Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday 
www.st johnmonroe .com 

January  10,  2021 
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Parish Directory 
  

Rev. Fr. David Burgard,  
Pastor 
 734-241-8910 ext. 105 
 

Rev. Fr. Giancarlo Ghezzi, PIME,  
Associate Pastor 
 fathergiancarlo@gmail.org 
 734-241-8910 ext. 115 
 

Dcn. Zaid Chabaan,  
Transitional Deacon 
 dcnzaid@gmail.com 
 

Julie Dull,  
Finance Director 
 financedir@stjohnmonroe.com 
 734-241-8910 ext. 104 
 

Cathy Rogers,  
Office Manager 
 parishoffice@stjohnmonroe.com 
 734-241-8910 ext. 100 
 

Amy Cooke,  
Music Director 
 musicdir@stjohnmonroe.com 
 734-241-8910 ext. 107 
 

Leslee Smith,  
Director of Faith Formation  
 DFFmonroe@gmail.com 
 734-241-6097 

Monroe Catholic  
Elementary Schools 

 

www.mcesmonroe.com  
734-241-6335 

 

Kyle Kubik,  
 Executive Principal  

Karol Applin, 
 St. John Campus Assistant Principal 
Melody Setzler, 
 St. Michael Campus Assistant Principal  

Amber Scudder,  
 St. Mary Campus Assistant Principal 

(RCIA) Rite of Initiation for Adults: 
Anyone interested in inquiring about the 
Catholic faith, or in becoming a member 
of our Catholic Community, is invited to 
contact the parish office at  
parishoffice@stjohnmonroe.com. 
 

Sacrament of Baptism:  
Call the parish office to make for baptism 
dates at least one month in advance. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage:  
By arrangement with the pastor at least 
six months prior to planned date. 

St. John Finance Council 
 

 Fr. David Burgard Don Lieto 
 Peter Fales Peg Mueller 
 Steve Goodman Matt Zwack  

 

St. John Parish Council 
 

 Fr. David Burgard Ralph Carducci 
 Eric Kuehnlein Pam Mushung 
 Ray Hartman Angela Venier 

A Note from Father David 
 

As we commemorate the baptism of Jesus this weekend, we conclude 

the Christmas season and enter a five-week period of “winter ordinary 

time” that will take us up to Ash Wednesday on February 17. On this 

feast, we are invited to ponder the meaning of our own baptism. Of 

course, Jesus’ baptism is not like ours, since Jesus is God’s Son and has 

no sin; He has no need to be baptized like we do. Like the feast of 

Epiphany, Jesus’ baptism is another way to show that He is God’s Son 

and Savior of the world. John the Baptist knows that he is not worthy 

to baptize Christ, yet does it out of obedience to God’s will. Jesus’ 

baptism is also a point to mark the beginning of His public ministry. As 

with Jesus, our own baptism also shows that we are beloved children of 

God and point us to living out our Christian vocation. Unlike Jesus’ 

baptism, our baptism strengthens us against the effects of original sin, 

forgives any actual sins committed, initiates us into the life of the 

Church, and imprints the Christian character that cannot be removed. In 

other words, our baptism unites us to Christ as His disciples, and we 

share in the duty of building and witnessing to God’s Kingdom while 

here on earth. May we live our baptism more faithfully in this new year, 

strengthened especially by faithful celebration of the sacraments of 

reconciliation and the Eucharist. 

 

Thank You 

As we bring the Christmas season to a close, I want to thank everyone 

who contributed to making for a meaningful celebration of Jesus birth: 

clergy, staff, and parishioners. So many dedicated in love of the Lord are 

an inspiration to me. This year the planning was more complicated 

because of the pandemic, but we were able to keep our worship spaces 

clean and accommodate all who came to our liturgies.  

 

Thanks to everyone who offered financial support to the parish in the 

Christmas collection. We will report the final figures as soon as we have 

them.  

 

Personally, I want to offer my gratitude to everyone who offered me 

cards, gifts, prayers, care packages, and goodies. I wish that I could 

personally thank all of you. Your notes touch me and help to encourage 

me in these difficult times. May we continue to feel the support of one 

another in faith in the new year.  

 

We Miss You and Love You 

I must also mention all who are not able to join us physically for Mass. 

Many are alone and feel disconnected, and miss coming to Mass very 

much. We love you and miss you and pray that Jesus will protect you, 

strengthen you, and comfort you in the new year. Let us continue to 

look forward in hope to making great progress in conquering this 

pandemic in 2021. If you or someone you know would like a visit or to 

talk to me or one of the clergy or staff, please let us know. You can 

contact the parish office and leave a message in a way that you are most 

comfortable. For now, we will do the best we can to reach out in 

creative ways to connect people to the Church. This is our family, our 

strength, and home here on earth.  
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For the Weekend of  
January 16/17 
 

 5:30 pm 9:00 am 11:30 am  
 Renee Darrow Don Lieto Lori Kelly 

 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

Monday 8:15am - St. Michael Church 
Tuesday 8:15am - St. John Church 
 6:00pm - St. Mary Church 
Wednesday 8:15am - St. Mary Church 
Thursday 8:15am - St. John Church 
 12:15pm - St. Mary Church 
Friday 8:15am - St. Michael Church 
1st Saturday 8:30am - St. Mary Church 
 

Weekend Mass Schedule 
Saturday 4:30pm - St. Mary Church 
 5:00pm - St. Michael Church 
 5:30pm - St. John Church 
Sunday 7:30am - St. Mary Church 
 8:00am - St. Michael Church 
 9:00am - St. John Church 
 10:00am - St. Mary Church 
 10:30am - St. Michael Church 
 11:30am - St. John Church 
Spanish 2:00pm - St. Mary Church 
 

 

Saturday, January 9 
D 5:30pm  People of the Parish 
 

Sunday, January 10 
G 9:00am † Mary Lou Ewert by Ron Ewert 
  † Joseph A. Costello, Sr. by Nancy Henry 
  † Agnes Nagel by Peter & Laura Burkardt 
  † Michael Roberts by Cathy Roberts 
 

G 11:30am † John Burroughs by Mary Cooley 
  † Chester Calhoun by wife Rita 
  † Annette Yuna by Family 

 

Tuesday, January 12 
G 8:15am † Joseph A. Costello, Sr. by Mr. & Mrs. Jason Beck 
 

Thursday, January 14 
 8:15am  People of the Parish 
 

Saturday, January 16 
G 5:30pm  Garry McLaughlin by Terry & Karen McLaughlin 
 

Sunday, January 17 
G 9:00am † Joseph A. Costello, Sr. by Mr. & Mrs. Dominic Patania 
  † Jim Kitchen by Sue Stadler 
 

G 11:30am † Chester Clark (23rd anniversary) 
  † Lance Keiffer by Brittain Family 
 

D - Fr. David Burgard  V  G - Fr. Giancarlo Ghezzi  V  K - Fr. Kishore Battu  V  A - Fr. Allen Zobler   

Live the Liturgy ©LPi 
Inspiration for the Week 
We carry a greater depth of self-
confidence and chance of succeeding 
when we have affirmation, a sense of 
direction and clear purpose in life. 
Each of these serve to provide our 
lives with meaning, allowing us to 
clearly establish priorities and goals. 
They also are necessary for integrity, 
which is the conviction and single 
mindedness that keeps us grounded in 
the truth of who we are. “You are my 
beloved Son; with you I am well 
pleased.” Jesus’ baptism provides him 
with exactly what he needs to get 
about the business of his mission as 
the Son of God. He is given what he 
needs to be successful in fulfilling the 
purpose for which he was sent. Our 

baptisms give us these same gifts. We 
receive the affirmation we need from 
God, knowing that we are one of his 
beloved daughters and sons. We are 
gifted with the direction and clear pur-
pose we need in order to be productive 
stewards and faithful Christians. Are 
we ready and willing to answer the 
call? 

In last week’s bulletin there was an error in the Food Pantry article. 
Correction: Number of bags of food giving out was 127. 
 

We need our Parish Faith Community to help us. We will be collecting the 
following items in the coming months. We also gladly accept monetary 
donations made out to: St. John Food Pantry 
 

January: Cereal 
February: Ramen Noodles 

March: Jelly or Jam 
 

We accept non-perishable food at any time. Please be sure items are not 
out of date. 
 

There are baskets for drop-off in the church vestibule or bring items to the 
Parish Office. Thanks you 
 

For further information about Christian Service or Food Pantry, contact 
Lillian Williamson at lillianwilliamson@att.net or 734-770-7046 

WinneR 

Judy Drummonds 

January 
4th 

mailto:lillianwilliamson@att.net
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St. John's Prayers 
St. John’s Prayer List exists for the purpose of remembering 
in our prayers all our parish family and friends who suffer 
physically, emotionally, or spiritually, especially:  

We are hopeful that many on the list have received help and 
healing through the prayers that have been lifted up by our 
parishioners. If you are still in need of prayers and would like 
to remain on, or be added to our prayer list, contact the 
parish office. Names on the list will remain for a duration 
of six weeks.  
 

We can only publish the names of people who have con-
sented to be added to the list. Please check with the individ-
ual before contacting us to protect their privacy.  

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY 
Almighty and eternal God, Protect these soldiers as they 
discharge their duties. May the power of your love enable 
them to return home in safety, that with all who love 
them, they may ever praise you for your loving care. We 
ask this through Christ our Lord. 

2d Lt Alexander L. Compean, USAF/USA 

 

Sunday, January 10 
The Baptism of the Lord 
Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 55:1-11; Ps 29:1-4, 9-10 or  
Is 12:2-6; Acts 10:34-38 or 1 Jn 5:1-9; Mk 1:7-11 
Monday, January 11 
Heb 1:1-6; Ps 97:1-2, 6-7, 9; Mk 1:14-20 
Tuesday, January 12 
Heb 2:5-12; Ps 8:2, 5-9; Mk 1:21-28 
Wednesday, January 13 
St. Hilary, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 
Heb 2:14-18; Ps 105:1-9; Mk 1:29-39 
Thursday, January 14 
Heb 3:7-14; Ps 95:6-11; Mk 1:40-45 
Friday, January 15 
Heb 4:1-5, 11; Ps 78:3-4, 6-8; Mk 2:1-12 
Saturday, January 16 
Heb 4:12-16; Ps 19:8-10, 15; Mk 2:13-17 
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time, January 17 
1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-10;  
1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20; Jn 1:35-42 

To all St. John parishioners: 
  

The members of the Socie-
ty of St. Vincent de Paul at 
St. John parish wish to 

thank all of you for your generous do-
nations and ongoing support. Our con-
ference has been in continuous opera-
tion for more than 15 years here at St. 
John. We have responded to over 
8000 people, and distributed many 
thousands of dollars every year assist-
ing the needy of the Monroe area. 
 

Since the outbreak of the covid-19 vi-
rus we have had to make numerous 
adjustments to the way we respond to 
those reaching out to us for help. The 
mission of SVdP has always included 
meeting with clients in their homes to 
help assess their needs. We have lost 
the majority of our membership in re-
cent years. A number of us and our 
family members have health issues 
which make it increasingly difficult to 
carry out our duties. 
 

St. Mary parish in Monroe also has a 
SVdP conference. In searching for 
ways to continue our work we have 
decided to merge with them as of Octo-
ber 1, 2020. We hope you will continue 
to help fund the work of SVdP here at 
St. John and in the Monroe area 
through use of the envelopes in the 
packet you receive at home. 
 

Once again, our sincere thanks and 
appreciation for all you support. 
 

St John the Baptist Conference  
Vincentians 
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Ackerman & Ruman Families 

Bacarella & Venier Families 
Beck & Wehner Families 

Robert & Joan Brennan 
Fred R. Brossia Family 

Patricia Blakey Burroughs 
Christy Bates Carducci 

Christy & Mary Carducci Family 
Joseph J. Carrabino 

Teresa (Carrabino) Hansen 
Dominic Cicero, Jr. 

Chester & Mildred Clark 
Ann Clark 

Theodore Colucci Family 
Saverio & Mary Costello Family 

Mary Jane Darrow 
Rev. Albert Robert "Bob" DeSloover 

Robert A. Dobberstein 

Pat & Vera Drummonds Family 
Robert J. Duffey Family 

Kenneth & Wilma Dusseau Family 

DuVall, Morrin & Cousino Families 
Tom Gerweck 

Rosemarie Hess-Schindler 
Anna Hess 

Lowell B. & Helen R. Hudson 
Hudson & Gessner Families 

Lauer & Bicking Families 
Gus & Helen Janssens Family 

Jonathon M. Keck 
Thomas K. & Marie C. Keegan 

Julian & David LaRoy 
Jennifer (Martin) Layhew 

Jerry E. Loughridge 
Diane Mack 

Dorian Mantei 
William McIntyre 

Barbara Metz 

Armand & Lena Michelin Family 

Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Miller & Family 

Connie S. Niemi 
Vincent J. Palazzolo 

Pancone & Donofrio Family 
Sebastian & Vincenzina Patania 

Pollzzie & Bacarella Family 
Edward J. Roecker 

John A. Scheich 
Joseph Scheich 

Janice Sordini 
Mr. & Mrs. Hubert Steffes & Family 

Strauss & Grodi Families 
Gregory Neil Thoma 

Jeffery William Thoma 
Joseph & Evelyn Thoma 

Ron Thomas 
William & Madeline Trawinski 

Harold & Arlene Weaver 

Gerald Windels 

Saint John the Baptist Monthly Memorial 

Needed Greeters/Cleaners  
Lectors, Greeters, EME, Parish 

Council members anyone  
that can help greet and  
clean after all Masses.  

Please contact Lillian Williamson 
at 734-770-7046 or  

lillianwilliamson@att.net 

Lay Leanings... By Deacon Mike Stewart 

My wife and I were looking at pictures of our annual New Year’s Eve ‘Bash’ 
with our grandsons. It was full-out Mountain Dew mayhem, eat whatever you 
want, stay up till your body eventually crashes, and … don’t worry because we 
won’t tell Mom and Dad.’ With our ‘Bash’ bashed - another victim of the pan-
demic - we resorted to enjoying pictures of last year’s Bash. Beyond the remi-
niscing, my gaze was frozen on our eyes in those pictures. It occurred to me, 
at the moment those pictures were taken, we had no idea what was coming; 
how our lives, indeed our entire world would be thrown into panic and chaos; 
and toilet paper, Zoom, and masks would become essential to existence. At 
that moment, we had no idea how our lives were about to change.  
 

In an effort to disconnect from that image, I finally moved myself to a little self-
reflection. What if (I reasoned), in the moment those pictures were taken, what 
if I knew? What if I were aware of what was coming? What would have 
changed for me? Aside from racing to the store and hoarding toilet paper, how 
would I have reacted differently … if I would have known?  
 

But life doesn’t work that way, does it? Tragedies rarely let us know they’re 
coming … that’s why they’re tragedies. If I would have known that my (way 
too young) mom was not going to wake up from a nap four days before Christ-
mas a number of years ago, I would have loved on her more when I had her; 
but I didn’t know. Tragedies thrive on our unpreparedness.  
 

Tragedy is a tool for the living to gain wisdom, not a guide by which to live. 
~Robert Kennedy 
 

Only God can see the future. Even Mary was unaware of the cross when she 
surrendered to the will of God at the announcement of the angel. What we 
can’t know will shadow us till our last breath. So, maybe the wisdom we can 
take from the past year is simply what we’ve known all along, but for some 
reason, haven’t felt motivated to do. Live every day as if it’s your last; live 
humbly; share generously; make your calendar mirror your personal priorities; 
love not just with your words, and cultivate peace. And if you need a model for 
what that looks like in real life … read the Gospels.  
 

Therefore, stay awake! Matthew 24:42 
 

© 2020 Mike Stewart, Email: layleanings@gmail.com, Used with permission 

mailto:lillianwilliamson@att.net

