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As we continue into the new year, we hope for progress in 

conquering the pandemic, as vaccinations are distributed, and 

we move through the post-holiday surge. We are all looking to 

opportunities in the new year to not having to cover our faces, 

freely travel, eating out, spending time with family and friends. 

How can we come to a greater appreciation of the things and 

relationships that we take for granted, even if there is still awhile 

before things look more “normal”? We in the Church also recognize that we must continue to use new ways to reach 

out, proclaim the Gospel and connect with our own members who have become disconnected. I truly miss church social 

and faith gatherings, seeing more people with whom I share a baptismal identity. Better times are coming. 

 

Families of Parishes 

Our parish is in the first wave of families to be formed in this year of 2021. We are laying the foundation for a new 

structure of the Catholic Church that will continue to develop in the years to come. A focus of this new structure is 

collaboration and sharing, without losing the identities of individual parishes. I will be sharing information in the coming 

weeks and months as to what this means for us as priests, parish staff, and parishioners. In addition to St. Mary, St. 

Michael the Archangel, and St. John the Baptist, our family will also include St. Anne in Detroit Beach and St. Charles in 

Newport. There are already many connections among the people of this area. St. Charles and St. Anne are already 

clustered, and the three city parishes collaborate in many ways. We want to build on this.  

 

To see all the parish families in the archdiocese, and to learn more about what is coming, please visit 

www.familiesofparishes.org. Please help us in this endeavor, which is new territory for all of us, by offering your help 

when asked, and praying for us pastors and parish leaders. We trust that the Holy Spirit will guide us for God’s honor 

and glory, and for the good of God’s people! 

 

Parish Mission 

The parish staff and I feel that we need a spiritual boost this Lent, given all that we have and are experiencing. We are 

planning a mission for St. Mary and St. John the Baptist parish the week of March 14. Deacon Zaid has connected us to 

an energetic and experienced lay Catholic evangelist, Mr. Richard Lane, to lead us in the mission. Please stay tuned for 

more information.  

 

This Week 

Let us pray for a peaceful transition of presidential power as we witness the inauguration of the new president and his 

team on Wednesday. May they be open to God’s wisdom and truth, and see the serious responsibility of their office. 

 

On Thursday, we will have our monthly holy hour from 9:00 to 10:00 am. This is a good chance to pray for our new 

elected leaders. 

 

On Friday, the Roe vs. Wade anniversary, we observe the annual day of penance and prayer for reparations against the 

dignity of human life, especially the unborn. We pray for an end to unjust and immoral laws and institutions, and the 

conversion of hearts to recognize the dignity of life in all stages from conception to natural death. We will have a special 

mass here at St. John the Baptist at 12:15 pm for this intention. Following mass, we will have exposition of the Eucharist 

and the church will be open for prayer until Benediction at 7:00 pm. Join us if you can, even if it is only a brief visit.  
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ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST PARISH 
511 South Monroe Street, Monroe, Michigan 48161    734-241-8910 

Office Hours: Monday 9am-4pm (Closed for Lunch Noon-1pm); Tuesday 9am-3pm; Thursday 9am-3pm 
Closed Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday 

www.st johnmonroe .com 

Mission Statement 
“St. John the Baptist Roman Catholic Community is a 
growing and welcoming parish family. We proclaim 

the good news of Jesus Christ by embracing the 
Word, sacraments and commitment to service.” 

  

Rev. Fr. David Burgard, Pastor 

http://www.familiesofparishes.org
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Parish Directory 
  

Rev. Fr. David Burgard, Pastor 
 734-241-8910 ext. 105 
 

Rev. Fr. Giancarlo Ghezzi, PIME,  
Associate Pastor 
 fathergiancarlo@gmail.org 
 734-241-8910 ext. 115 
 

Dcn. Zaid Chabaan, Deacon 
 dcnzaid@gmail.com 
 

Dcn. Mike Stewart, Deacon 
 dcnmike@stmarymonroe.org 
 

Julie Dull, Finance Director 
 financedir@stjohnmonroe.com 
 734-241-8910 ext. 104 
 

Cathy Rogers, Office Manager 
 parishoffice@stjohnmonroe.com 
 734-241-8910 ext. 100 
 

Amy Cooke, Music Director 
 musicdir@stjohnmonroe.com 
 734-241-8910 ext. 107 
 

Leslee Smith,  
Director of Faith Formation  
 DFFmonroe@gmail.com 
 734-241-6097 

Monroe Catholic  
Elementary Schools 

 

www.mcesmonroe.com  
734-241-6335 

 

Kyle Kubik,  
 Executive Principal  

Karol Applin, 
 St. John Campus Assistant Principal 
Melody Setzler, 
 St. Michael Campus Assistant Principal  

Amber Scudder,  
 St. Mary Campus Assistant Principal 

(RCIA) Rite of Initiation for Adults: 
Anyone interested in inquiring about the 
Catholic faith, or in becoming a member 
of our Catholic Community, is invited to 
contact the parish office at  
parishoffice@stjohnmonroe.com. 
 

Sacrament of Baptism:  
Call the parish office to make for baptism 
dates at least one month in advance. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage:  
By arrangement with the pastor at least 
six months prior to planned date. 

St. John Finance Council 
 

 Fr. David Burgard Don Lieto 
 Peter Fales Peg Mueller 
 Steve Goodman Matt Zwack  

 

St. John Parish Council 
 

 Fr. David Burgard Ralph Carducci 
 Eric Kuehnlein Pam Mushung 
 Ray Hartman Angela Venier 

Please pray for the repose of the soul of  
Marris Manausso who entered into eternal life.  

Please keep her family in your prayers.  
 

May her soul, and all the souls of the 
faithful departed, through the Mercy  

of God, rest in peace.      Amen. 

Marris J. Manausso 
 

August 14, 1926 
September 28, 2020 

COVID Memorial  
Tuesday, January 19  

at 5:30pm 
Cities, towns, churches, private 
home owners, and businesses 
throughout the United States are in-
vited to illuminate buildings and ring 
bells at 5:30 pm in a National Mo-
ment of unity and remembrance 
honoring the lives lost to COVID-19. 
 

Please consider participating by 
placing a lit candle in your window 
and in solidarity with others around 
the world, PRAY for those who have 
died, their families and the availabil-
ity of the vaccine for all people! 

Friday, January 22, 2021 
On Friday, the Roe vs. Wade anniversary, we observe the annual day of 
penance and prayer for reparations against the dignity of human life, 
especially the unborn. We pray for an end to unjust and immoral laws and 
institutions, and the conversion of hearts to recognize the dignity of life in 
all stages from conception to natural death.  
 

Join in praying at St. John the Baptist Catholic Church for: 
 12:15pm Mass 
 followed by Eucharistic Adoration beginning at 1pm and concluding 

with Benediction at 6:45pm. 
 Please indicate which half hour of prayer you can commit to by 

contacting the parish office, online sign up or by using a sign-up sheet 

at rear of church. 

 

On this evening consider displaying a lit candle in a window of your home 
as a sign that: Christ is the light of the world; a light no darkness can 
overcome! 
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For the Weekend of  
January 23/24 
 

 5:30 pm 9:00 am 11:30 am  
 Christine Heinzerling John Morris Joe & Bridgett Boggs 

 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

Monday 8:15am - St. Michael Church 
Tuesday 8:15am - St. John Church 
 6:00pm - St. Mary Church 
Wednesday 8:15am - St. Mary Church 
Thursday 8:15am - St. John Church 
 12:15pm - St. Mary Church 
Friday 8:15am - St. Michael Church 
1st Saturday 8:30am - St. Mary Church 
 

Weekend Mass Schedule 
Saturday 4:30pm - St. Mary Church 
 5:00pm - St. Michael Church 
 5:30pm - St. John Church 
Sunday 7:30am - St. Mary Church 
 8:00am - St. Michael Church 
 9:00am - St. John Church 
 10:00am - St. Mary Church 
 10:30am - St. Michael Church 
 11:30am - St. John Church 
Spanish 2:00pm - St. Mary Church 
 

 

Saturday, January 16 
G 5:30pm  Garry McLaughlin by Terry & Karen McLaughlin 
 

Sunday, January 17 
G 9:00am † Joseph A. Costello, Sr. by Mr. & Mrs. Dominic Patania 
  † Jim Kitchen by Sue Stadler 
 

G 11:30am † Chester Clark (23rd anniversary) 
  † Lance Keiffer by Brittain Family 
 

Tuesday, January 19 
 8:15am  People of the Parish 
 

Thursday, January 21 
 8:15am † Richard & Evelyn Jacobs by Family 
 

Saturday, January 23 
D 5:30pm † Joseph A. Costello, Sr. by Mr. & Mrs. Dale Close 
  † Weaver & Strong Family by Terry & Karen McLaughlin 
 

Sunday, January 24 
G 9:00am † Joseph A. Costello, Sr. by Mr. & Mrs. Dominic Patania 
  † Michael Roberts by Coralee Zdeb 
 

A 11:30am † John Burroughs by Martin Family 
  † Thomas Kempis Keegan (anniversary) by Family 
 

D - Fr. David Burgard  V  G - Fr. Giancarlo Ghezzi  V  K - Fr. Kishore Battu  V  A - Fr. Allen Zobler   

Live the Liturgy ©LPi 
Inspiration for the Week 
We have often heard it said that God is 
always calling but we are not always 
listening. It is not only that we are not 
listening, but that we are not familiar 
enough with God to even recognize 
that it is God who is calling! We can 
easily mistake God’s voice for some-
one or something else and miss some 
profound opportunities for connection. 
We have to train our minds, hearts, 
and souls to specifically listen for the 
voice of God. It is a voice that draws 
us to deeper places, leading us to mo-
ments of grace and more profound 
God awareness. To look at Jesus and 
be able to say, “Behold, the Lamb of 
God,” means that I know something 
special about this person whom others 

know as simply a man. I will become 
more attentive and receptive when he 
says, “Come, and you will see.” I may 
even be more willing to set aside what 
I am doing and actually go. 

We need our Parish Faith Community to help us. We will be collecting the 
following items in the coming months. We also gladly accept monetary 
donations made out to: St. John Food Pantry 
 

January: Cereal 
February: Ramen Noodles 

March: Jelly or Jam 
 

We accept non-perishable food at any time. Please be sure items are not 
out of date. There are baskets for drop-off in the church vestibule or bring 
items to the Parish Office. Thanks you 
 

For further information about Christian Service or Food Pantry, contact 
Lillian Williamson at lillianwilliamson@att.net or 734-770-7046 

W I N N E R  
Jack Leveque 

January 
11th 

The Parish Office 
will be closed on 
Monday, January 
18th in honor of 

MLK Jr. Day 
 

Have a safe holiday. 

mailto:lillianwilliamson@att.net
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St. John's Prayers 
St. John’s Prayer List exists for the purpose of remembering 
in our prayers all our parish family and friends who suffer 
physically, emotionally, or spiritually, especially:  

We are hopeful that many on the list have received help and 
healing through the prayers that have been lifted up by our 
parishioners. If you are still in need of prayers and would like 
to remain on, or be added to our prayer list, contact the 
parish office. Names on the list will remain for a duration 
of six weeks. We can only publish the names of people 
who have consented to be added to the list. Please check 
with the individual before contacting us to protect their 
privacy.  

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY 
Almighty and eternal God, Protect these soldiers as they 
discharge their duties. May the power of your love enable 
them to return home in safety, that with all who love 
them, they may ever praise you for your loving care. We 
ask this through Christ our Lord. 

2d Lt Alexander L. Compean, USAF/USA 

 

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time, January 17 
1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-10;  
1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20; Jn 1:35-42 
January 18-25 - Week of Prayer for Christian Unity  
Monday, January 18 
Martin Luther King Day  
Heb 5:1-10; Ps 110:1-4; Mk 2:18-22 
Tuesday, January 19 
Heb 6:10-20; Ps 111:1-2, 4-5, 9-10; Mk 2:23-28 
Wednesday, January 20 
St. Fabian, Pope and Martyr; St. Sebastian, Martyr 
Heb 7:1-3, 15-17; Ps 110:1-4; Mk 3:1-6 
Thursday, January 21 
St. Agnes, Virgin and Martyr 
Heb 7:25-8:6; Ps 40:7-10, 17; Mk 3:7-12 
Friday, January 22 
Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn 
Children 
Heb 8:6-13; Ps 85:8-14; Mk 3:13-19 
Saturday, January 23 
St. Vincent, Deacon and Martyr;  
St. Marianne Cope, Virgin; BVM 
Heb 9:2-3, 11-14; Ps 47:2-3, 6-9; Mk 3:20-21 
Solemnity of the Word of God, January 24 
Jon 3:1-5, 10; Ps 25:4-9; 1 Cor 7:29-31; Mk 1:14-20 

The CSA gives 
us an opportunity 
to live out our 
discipleship in 

Christ through the many benefits our 
annual appeal provides. These 
ministries, programs, and services meet 
the spiritual and physical needs of 
parishes and countless people 
throughout the Archdiocese. Our support 
demonstrates our own Catholic faith as 
we strive to grow in our love of Jesus as 
His missionary disciples. 
 

When we embrace the CSA for carrying 
out the Spiritual and Corporal Works of 
Mercy, we witness Christ, and in turn, we 
open doors so others may also develop 
a deeper relationship with Him. We also 
extend our personal involvement in our 
local Church beyond our home parishes. 
 

The CSA enables Archbishop Vigneron, 
his auxiliary bishops, the clergy, religious 
men and women, and the lay faithful to 
carry out Christ’s ministry of mercy and 
love throughout southeast Michigan and 
beyond — works no one individual or 
parish could possibly do alone. 
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St. John Food Pantry Statics

The Spirituality of the 
Evangelist: Virtual 

Retreat with St. Paul 
Street Evangelization's  

Adam Janke.  
All are welcome for a Catholic 
Biblical School of Michigan 
(CBSM) sponsored virtual 
retreat on Saturday January 23 
from 9 am to 3 pm, held on 
Zoom. Retreat will include talks 
by Adam Janke, times of quiet 
away from the computer for 
reflections, opportunities for 
group discussion, and guided 
prayer. Cost $10/household. 
Register by January 18

th
 at 

cbsmich.org/retreat. 

Gospel Meditation-Encourage 
Deeper Understanding of 
Scripture ©LPi 
January 17, 2021 
 

Our faith is not just about ideas. It’s 
really about having an encounter with 
God and, in particular, the Risen 
Christ! Once we give ourselves over to 
the notion of God’s presence, we have 
to train ourselves to listen for God’s 
voice and be attentive to God’s call. 
Having companions on our faith 
journeys is so incredibly important as 
they can help us fine-tune our listening 
skills and discern God’s voice from 
others we may be hearing. Faith is all 
about having these profound 
encounters not only with God but with 
our brothers and sisters, and creation 
itself. Anyone or anything that is alive 
with God’s presence becomes an 
occasion for God to speak and call us 
to deeper graces and experiences. 
“Come, and you will see.” 
 

The example and teaching of Jesus, 
the lives of the saints, those living 
among us and those glorified in 
heaven, and the wonder and beauty of 
creation can all serve to help us listen 
more clearly and assist in positioning 
ourselves for this profound God 
meeting. It is an encounter that can 
quickly and easily lead to a friendship 
and intimate intertwining of our souls 
to their Maker, making a claim on us 
like no other. Then, the Word of God 
moves from being just a body of ideas 
to something we simply accept and do. 
The person of Jesus Christ swiftly 
moves from being just a good prophet 
in word and deed to the incarnate 
presence of God Himself, the Lamb of 
God. The voice leads us to the Person 
behind it. 
 

The Gospel is hard to follow. We can 
intellectually debate whether what 
Jesus said is really what we are asked 
to do. The Gospel ideas do not always 
make sense in our practical, secular 
world. The person of God always 
does. We can debate the practicality 
and sense of ideas and doing so often 
keeps the more difficult ones at a safe 
distance away from us. Jesus said to 
love our enemy, but we really don’t 
need to do that, our minds try to 
convince us. It just doesn’t make 
sense. Yet, if we are truly in love with 
the God who is behind the voice of 
those words, they make perfect sense. 
Our deep and intimate love of this God 
would even find us laying down our 
lives for Him if necessary. Speak Lord, 
your servant is listening. 
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Ackerman & Ruman Families 

Bacarella & Venier Families 
Beck & Wehner Families 

Robert & Joan Brennan 
Fred R. Brossia Family 

Patricia Blakey Burroughs 
Christy Bates Carducci 

Christy & Mary Carducci Family 
Joseph J. Carrabino 

Teresa (Carrabino) Hansen 
Dominic Cicero, Jr. 

Chester & Mildred Clark 
Ann Clark 

Theodore Colucci Family 
Saverio & Mary Costello Family 

Mary Jane Darrow 
Rev. Albert Robert "Bob" DeSloover 

Robert A. Dobberstein 

Pat & Vera Drummonds Family 
Robert J. Duffey Family 

Kenneth & Wilma Dusseau Family 

DuVall, Morrin & Cousino Families 
Tom Gerweck 

Rosemarie Hess-Schindler 
Anna Hess 

Lowell B. & Helen R. Hudson 
Hudson & Gessner Families 

Lauer & Bicking Families 
Gus & Helen Janssens Family 

Jonathon M. Keck 
Thomas K. & Marie C. Keegan 

Julian & David LaRoy 
Jennifer (Martin) Layhew 

Jerry E. Loughridge 
Diane Mack 

Dorian Mantei 
William McIntyre 

Barbara Metz 

Armand & Lena Michelin Family 

Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Miller & Family 

Connie S. Niemi 
Vincent J. Palazzolo 

Pancone & Donofrio Family 
Sebastian & Vincenzina Patania 

Pollzzie & Bacarella Family 
Edward J. Roecker 

John A. Scheich 
Joseph Scheich 

Janice Sordini 
Mr. & Mrs. Hubert Steffes & Family 

Strauss & Grodi Families 
Gregory Neil Thoma 

Jeffery William Thoma 
Joseph & Evelyn Thoma 

Ron Thomas 
William & Madeline Trawinski 

Harold & Arlene Weaver 

Gerald Windels 

Saint John the Baptist Monthly Memorial 

Needed Greeters/Cleaners  
Lectors, Greeters, EME, Parish 

Council members anyone  
that can help greet and  
clean after all Masses.  

Please contact Lillian Williamson 
at 734-770-7046 or  

lillianwilliamson@att.net 

Lay Leanings... By Deacon Mike Stewart 

I recalled an incident where I was late to a meeting about thirty minutes. The 
truth is, I was very late, and it was an important meeting. There was still a 
chance I could make it, assuming traffic cooperated. It didn’t. Soon after I 
roared into traffic, I encountered a car going the speed limit. Can you imagine 
the audacity of that? I was not able to get safely around him as the minutes 
ticked away, along with the likelihood that I’d make it on time.  
 

After several miles of vein-throbbing misery, I finally caught a break and made 
my move to pass him. By now I was doing back flips in frustration. As I pulled 
alongside the responsible driver, I have to admit that evil thoughts entered my 
head. Praise be to God that I didn’t succumb to any of them. I did, however, 
desire to at least offer him a little scowl (God forgive me!). Nevertheless, as I 
sped by, to my surprise the responsible driver waved and smiled. He waved 
and smiled at me! I wanted to boil him in oil, and yet the man stole my anger 
from me.  
 

In light of the horrific events at the U.S. Capitol this past week, I found myself 
reflecting on that driving incident. I was drawn to the Gospel, and in particular, 
the many encounters Jesus had with others, and just how many times Jesus 
literally stole away the anger of those he encountered. As livid as they were 
with him, he simply would not allow their anger to penetrate and influence him. 
Even on the cross, Jesus refused to accept the anger of those who crucified 
him. And because of that, he did not allow his love for others and for his 
Father to be dampened.  
 

As I looked on in disgust at the misguided anger which led to the events at the 
capitol, I had to admit that I too have, on occasion, projected my anger onto 
others or have allowed their anger to penetrate and influence me. It’s innately 
human; but it’s what we DO with our anger that defines us. Consider that 
Jesus was just as human as we are, and he was faced with the same choices 
we face. And what did he choose? Hate the sin, but love the sinner, without 
condition. For me, that’s as hard as being stuck behind a driver doing the 
speed limit. Let’s pray about that.  
 

You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your 
enemy.' But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 
you…  Mt 5:43-44  
 

© 2020 Mike Stewart, Email: layleanings@gmail.com, Used with permission 

mailto:lillianwilliamson@att.net

